Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world’s books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover. 


Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 


Usage guidelines 
Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 


public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 





We also ask that you: 


+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individual 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 





and we request that you use these files for 


+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 


+ Maintain attribution The Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 


+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 






About Google Book Search 


Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 
ai[http: //books . google. com/| 














irk 
Ye? 





Oxford University 
ENGLISH FACULTY LIBRARY 
Manor Road, Oxford OX1 3UQ 
Telephone: (01865) 271050 


Full term Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 7 pm 
Saturday 9.30 am to 12.30 pm 

Vacation Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 5 pm 
Saturday CLOSI 


This book should be returned on or before the latest date below: 





























Volumes which are lost, defaced, or damaged must be paid for. 





bye G AWB ARt [oe] 














Wow, wemy reve ou ee sermon oo 4 





~~ §HHSTETAOT 


BOHN’S ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY. 


ARIOSTO’S 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. 
‘Translated by W. 8. Rose. 


VOL, I. 





{¥, MILLING, PRINTER AND STEREOTYPER, GUILDFOED, SURREY. 


THE 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH VERSE, 


YROM TAB ITALIAN OF 


LUDOVICO ARIOSTO, 
WITH NOTES 


WILLIAM STEWART ROSE. 


fet Evition. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH ENGRAVINGS ON STEEL. 


IN TWO VOLUMES.—VOL. I. 


LONDON: 
HENRY G. BOHN, YORK STREET, COVENT GARDEN. 
1858. 


To 


SIR WALTER SCOTT, 


OF ABBOTSFORD, BART. 


Who persuaded me to resume the present work, which had been thrown 
aside, on the ground that euch labour was ils own reward. 


Scorr, for whom Fame a gorgeous garland weaves, 
‘Who what was scattered to the wasting wind, 
As grain too coarse to gather or to bind, 

Bad’st me collect and gird in goodly sheaves ; 


~ If this poor seed hath formed its etal and leaves, 
‘Transplanted from a softer clime, and pined, 
For lack of southern suns, in soils unkind, 
‘Where Ceres or Italian Flora grieves ; 


And if some fruit, however dwindled, fill 
‘The doubtfal ear, though scant the crop and bare, 
(Ah! how unlike the growth of Tuscan hill, 
‘Where the glad harvest springs behind the share *) 
Praise be to thee! who taught me that to till 
‘Was sweet, however paid the peasant’s care. 


WILLIAM STEWART ROSE. 


* A seoond wheat harvest follows closely upon the first in some parts of 
uscany. 


MEMOIR. 


‘Wriuram Srewanr Rosz was the second son of the Right Hon. 
George Rose of Cuffnells, Treasurer of the Navy, &., 80 
long the friend and useful ally of Mr. Pitt. He was born in 
1775, and educated first at Eton, (where he left a record of his 
classical attainments, in the Muse Etonenses,) and subsequently 
at Cambridge, but quitted the University after a short residence 
to take a seat in Parliament, which he vacated on receiving 
the office of Reading Clerk to the House of Lords. His 
literary tendencies soon manifested themselves, and at the 
suggestion of his father, altogether a practical man, he began 
“A Naval History of the late War,” of which the first and 
only volume was published in 1802. The next year, indulg- 
ing the bent of his own inclinations, which tended strongly to 
elegant literature, he translated and adapted from the French 
versions the Romance of “ Amadis de Gaul.”” This was followed 
in 1807 by the Romance of “ Partenopex de Blois,” trans- 
lated into verse from the French of M. Le Grand, to which he 
appended his beautiful ballad of ‘The Red King ;” and in 
1810 he published a quarto volume of poems entitled “the 
Crusade of St. Louis and King Edward the Martyr.” A few 
years afterwards, he visited the East, and then resided two 
years in Italy, with the language and literature of which 
country he made himself most accurately acquainted, so that it 
became the basis of all his subsequent studies and publics- 
tions. In 1819 appeared his “‘ Letters to Henry Hallam, Esq. 
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from the North of Italy,” 2 vols.; and in the same year a 
free translation of the “ Animali Parlanti” of Casti, with lively 
introductory addresses at each Canto to his several friends, 
Ugo Foscolo, Hookham Frere, Walter Scott, &. In 1823 
he published a condensed translation, or rather an abstract, 
in prose and verse, of Boiardo’s “Orlando Innamorato,” and 
in the same year began his new version of “ Orlando Furioso,”” 
which was not completed till 1831, being published in separate 
volumes at such intervals as his health would allow. The 
necessity of occasional publication somewhat impaired the 
popularity and sale of the work; which, for fidelity and 
taste, is now universally applauded, entirely superseding the 
previous and inaccurate versions of Hoole and Harrington. © 
‘This extensive undertaking engaged his time and study during 
almost the remainder of his life; diversified only by occasional 
“Reviews” and publications on light or temporary sub- 
jects. 

; ‘Mr. Rose’s originality of character, and peculiar gifts of mind, 
were perhaps displayed even to more advantage in his conversa- 
tion than in his writings ; his refined and classical humour as- 
similating in style and spirit to that of Canning, Frere, and other - 
scholars with whom he had lived in long and great intimacy. 
‘His health suffered in the middle period of life from attacks 
of patalysis, which, though they withdrew him gradually from 
London society, did not in the least impair his mental faculties, 
which continued to afford never-failing occupation to himself 
and the highest intellectual enjoyment to all about him. He 
had fixed his residence at Brighton, living there in hospitable 
and learned retirement, with his wife Marcella (of the ancient 
Venetian family of Condulmer), and visited chiefly by his Lon- 
don friends. In his leisure hours he composed, and in 1887, pri- 
vately printed, 2 little volume of “Rhymes,” containing Epistles 
to his friends, Tales, Sonnets, &., remarkably characteristic, 
both of his literary taste and personal feelings; indeed his 
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private letters were generally written in easy verse, and par- 
took much of Horatian gaiety and humour. Mr. Rose wasa 
model of all high and honoutuble feelings, and in every event 
and situation of life, whether of sorrow or sickness, joy or 
pleasure, the thoughtful politences of a perfect gentleman 
never forsook him: to these gifts he added a religious depen- 
dence which afforded support and hope to him through many 
depressing hours of illness and infirmity. He died on the 
30th of April, 1848, in his 68th year, #0 weakened that he 
passed to a future world not only without suffering, but by the 
most easy transition. 
Cuanizs TownsEnD. 

; March 27th, 1858. 
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‘The portrait of Ariosto prefixed to the present volume is engraved 
from on extraordinarily fine picture, formerly in the Manfrini Palace, 
now in the possession of s distinguished amateur in London. 

‘We have no space here to give its history, but there is good evidence 
that it is the original picture painted by Titian, while he was st Ferrara, 


and on 


terms of intimacy with the poet, 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ir will, probably, be that a new, translation of the 
Furioso should be prefaced by some account ofthe versions which 
have preceded it; and I the more readily undertake this little 
task, as in the execution of it my reasons will be found for the 
enterprize upon which I have myself adventured. 

‘The first version of Ariosto’s Brest poem was made by Sir John 
Harrington, the godson of Queen Elizabeth, who translated it 
into the same stanza as that of the original. The main defect of 
this work is its infidelity ; and I cannot better illustrate this than 
by observing, that he has compressed a canto of nearly two hun- 
dred stanzas into ninety. A more unpardonable defect is, that 
he always omits what is best worth preserving ; and, as an Italian 
friend once observed to me, it is the poetry of Ariosto which he 
sacrifices. Another defect of this translator is that of exaggerat- 
ing the extravagances of his author, and often spreading a ray of 
humour into s broad glare of buffoonery. 

The history of his work may explain these faults, and more 
especially the last; as we are told he began his labours with the 
story of Giocondo, without the intention of pursuing them fur- 
ther; when his royal mistress imposed upon him the entire 
version of the Furioso as a sort of covering for the indecent epi- 
sode which he had chosen to give as a specimen of the Italian. 

Tf, however, Harrington cannot pretend to much merit as a 

he has some claims to consideration as a writer, and 

his work has fallen into more obscurity than the antiquated lan- 
guage in which he writes, will serve to explain. His idioms, his 
mar, and his construction (though things with difficulty 

ept free from foreign modes of speech in a translation) are ex- 
clusively English. His narrative is light and lively, and, in Re 
rusing it, the reader always feels as if he is swimming with the 


stream. 

The gleam of Italian sunshine, during which he wrote, though 
it produced beneficial effects upon our literature, was of short 
duration. 

“ At one stride came the dark.” ! 


Tho study of Italian letters was dropped at once, and I believe 
that no traces of literary intercourse between Italy and Eng- 
land are to be found during the succeeding age. 


) Coleridge's Ancient Mariner. 
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In the reign of George II., however, we have a proof of re- 
newed intercourse in the publication of a new tr: tion of the 
Furioso, dedicated to that monarch, as Harrington's version had 

to Queen Elizabeth. This work was produced by William 
uggins, Beg of Headly Park, near Farcham, in Surrey. He 
wes, Iam told, reckoned in his day very learned man, was 
passionately devoted to music, said to be a great proficient in it, 
and to have been fhe person who figures in Hogarth’s picture, 
as the Enraged Musician. 

But, whatever other accomplishments he may have possessed, 
he had certainly no feeling of poetry, and seems to have taken it 
up as Vernon did rebellion ;.“ because it lay in his way.” At 
least I know no better reason for his translation of Ariosto than 
his having made a journey to Italy. 

The title-page of his book (in wo vols. quarto), bears the date 
of 1757, and was printed for Rivington in Paternoster Row, and 
John Cook, a bookseller of whose shop I remember 
frequenting in the days of my boyhood. It is printed with the 
English and Italian confronted, executed in the same stanza as 
Harrington's version, and translated line for line. Though there 
are to be found in it some very strange mistakes of Ariosto’s 
meaning, it is, generally speaking, faithfel, and as such, has, primd 
fers strong claims upon attention. But a species of fidelity is 

ly to be coveted, which, at the best, does not accomplish the 
only end which should be jed by it. For the translator 
often departs from the sense of the author, while he echoes his 
very words. Take an instance. Ariosto hes this line— 


“Dove presso & Bordea motte Carona ;’ 
« whore the Garonne disembogues itself near Bordeaux :” which 
Huggins has rendered, 

‘Where to Bordes runs Oxronna near. 


The thing, perhaps, most worthy of remark in his book, is 
passage of the Preface, which throws a curious light upon the 
state of Italian literature in England at the period of its publi- 
cation. ‘It may not be improper (says the author) to observe, 
that after this work was pretty far advanced, I was informed 
there had been a translation published in the reign of Elizabeth, 
and dedicated to that queen. Whereupon I requested a friend 
to obtain a sight of that book; for it is (it seems) very scarce, 
and the glorious original much more #0 in this country.” 

A few years produced » singular revolution in this respect. 
Several éditions of Ariosto have since that period been published 
in England ; and Hoole’s version, the next which succeeded that 
of Hugging, has, Ieliove, gone through nearly twenty editions, 

This last circumstance may, however, be cited, rather as a 
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proof ‘of the new passion entertained for Italian literature, than 
as an illustration of the progress which had been made in it : for 
never was a worse or more faithlow translation execnted than 
that ‘oole. ve grace, ev shade, ever ion of 
colouring which distingutshes Arioeto, is lost in it. Thus, where 
the Italian poet, in imitation of Homer, wishing to diversify a 
scene of slaughter, by giving something of character or of locality 
to his victims, tella us that Rodomont’ wounded Lewis. the Pro- 
vencal, Luigi il provenzal, Hoole has absurdly translated the 

‘Provincial Lewis ? thus awakening » most ridiculous 
train of ideas, and suggesting the notion of some unfortunate 
provincial who had the misfortune to have his brains knocked 
out on his visit to the metropolis. Nor are they only tints and 
shades which are sacrificed in this miserable copy ; for the sense 
of the author, where most obvious, is frequently misinterpreted ; 
and in one couplet the translator has actually mistaken north for 
south, and sun for wind; the one specified, and the other obvi- 
ously implied. ‘The words of the original are, 


* Ver ponente io andava lungo la sabia, 
Che del setéentrion sente la rabbis.’ 
Canto VI. stanza xxiv. 
Which passage is thus rendered by him : 


Against che wert along thove sands wo cae, 
ich feel the southern heat of Phebus’ flame.: 


In addition, however, to the mistakes of Hoole, and what 1 
mort call the meannets and monolony of bis posty, Tam in 
clined to consider the metre which ho fas chosen, as one amon 
the many causes of hie failure: this is our heroic couplet, which 

to me tobe the measure most opposite to that of Ariosto 
winch could possibly have beon selectod Nothing but a stanza 
can reflect the original; for it is to be observed, ‘that the poct 
_ Srl “clones tho. idea with it, and that the ond of most of 
them Yo marked by something epigrammatic either in senso or 
sound, which would be out of ite place exeopt in the concluding 
couplet. Each canto, or collection of stanzas, then, may be come 
ed to a gallery of cabinet pictures, all perhape striking or 
tifal, but frequently executed on different principles, each 
of which is often only in harmony with itself. Whoever, there- 
fore, unites any of these little peintings, yet moro, he who rans 
them into one piece, will necessarily either present a picture fall 
of cross lights, and every species of inconsistency, or will only . 


\ ‘Thus translated obscurely, but more accurately, by Huggins : 
‘Towards the west I came along that strand 
‘Which doce the powerful northern blast command. 
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avoid this by leaving. out whatevor is most characteristic in the 
original, and by making a smear without light, shade, or dis- 
tingtion of outline. T have chosen th fe 
intertaining this opinion, I have chosen the stanza in prefer- 
ence to tho couplet; and because I would imitate “Ariosto as 
closely as the nature of our language will allow, have, like Har- 
ington and Huggins, chosen his own oftava rima as the most 
preforable form of it. Like Mr. Huggins, I have also translated 
stanza for stanza, but have not, however, imitated that gentle. 
man and some German translators by imposing on myself 
severer restrictions than appgared to me to be necessary ; a8 in 
rendering him uniformly line for line ; the less so because there 
is little analogy between the construction of the two languages, 
and what is easy in the Italian (I need not say that ease is one 
characteriatio of Ariosto) might often eppear harsh and inverted 
in English. It is for this reason that I have not fettered myself 
by the rule T hare mentioned, wherever I conceived any bed 
fect would result from the adherence to it; but I have, on the 


re 
rol 

. Hlerifice of force to truth; which (to take a short instance) T 
should say was illustrated by Pinabel’s narration of the loss of 
his lady, in the second canto, where some may be inclined to think 
that the poet overtalks himself, and many might wish to see the 
infusion Gf a spirit, which would perhaps be out of harmony with 
the circumstances. He is often also studious of what the artists 
call a repose, and upon which a translator should be most cautious 
never to intrude. These are some of the reasons why I have 
followed my leader so warily, and have never intentionally dev- 
ated from the print of his steps. 

Lam, however, well aware thst a very weighty objection may 
be made to a translation so close as that which I present to the 


INTRODUCTION. xv 


reader. It may be said that » simplicity of diction, which is 

leasing in the Italian, is only to be endured in a less perfect 

Tanguage, when seasoned by the addition of some grace, con. 

‘vith the spirit of that into which it is transfused’: and 

cence that to translate the Furioso faithfully into English, would 

be, to borrow a metaphor used somewhere by Alfieri to transfer 
an air from the harp to the hurdy-gurdy. 

‘There is, undoubtedly, great force in this reasoning and illus- 
tration. ‘To this, however, I will oppose, in the way of question, 
another illustration which is drawn from a sister art. Would a 
real lover of Raphsel prefer a copy of one of his pictures, which, 
Though well painted, did not conyay a true idea of hia colouring 
or a print of it carefully executed, which gave, at least, a faithful 
idea of the design? To those who would choose the engraving 
T offer the following translation. 

That it is diligently executed, I may venture to assert ; for, 
mistrusting a hasty mode of reading and a facility of composition, 
Thave sought to guard against the faults incidental to these 
habits, b jaent and attentive correction. I have with this 
view, submitted every sheet of my present translation to ju- 
dicious English and Italian friends; have carefully, if not im- 
partially, weighed their objections, and revised my translation 
more than once by a close comparison with the original. 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


CANTOL 
ARGUMENT. 


Ferrau, the Spaniard, in a forest gladé. 
A wecond oath the haughty paynim plights, 
“Arid Keeps it bettor than the first he made, 
King Sacripant regains his long-lost treasure ; 
But good Binaldo mars his promised pleasure, 


L 

Or Loves and Largs, KNIGHTS and aRMs, I sing; 
Of covnrzsrzs, and many & DARING FRAT; 
And from those ancient days m fey briny 
When Me from Afric hostile fet, 

ray 'rance, wit peaerereie their 

Flushagetvith his youthful rage and furious ho 
Who on ki Chatlee’, the Roman emperor's, head 
Had vowed due vengeance for Troyano dead. 


m 
Toho same strain of Roland will T tll . 
‘unattempted yet in prose or rhy weer 

one e moiness and rank fury fell, 

A man esteem Bo mise in former time ; 

If she, who to like cruel pass has wi 

Nigh my feeble wit “rheeh feta would climb 
‘And hourly wastes my sense, concede me skill 

‘And strength my daring promise to fulfil. 
VoL. I. B 
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‘Whom I with fitting praise to grace, 
Record the good Rogero’, valiant peer, 

‘ancient root of thine illustrious reco, 
Of him, if thou wilt lend a willing ear, 


‘The worth and warlike feats I shall retrace ; 

So thou thy graver cares some little time 

Postponing, fend thy leisure to my rhyme. 
v. 


In India, Median, and Tartarian land, ° 
‘Westward with her had measured beck his way ; 
‘Where, nigh the Pyrenees, with many a band 
Of Germany and France, King Charler 

‘Had camped his faithful host upon the plain. 


vi. 
To make king ant, for penance, smite 
His cheek, and rash Marsilius rue the hour ; 
This, when all trained with lance and sword to fight, 
He led from Africa to swell his power ; 
That other when he pushed, in fell despite, 
inst the realm of France Spain’s martial flower. 
‘was thus Orlando came where Charles was tent 
In evil hour, and soon the deed repented. 


vu. 
For here was seized his dame of peerless charms, 
(How often human ju ent wanders wide)! 
Giton fe ong wari had kept from harms, 
From western climes to eastern shores her guide 
In his own land, ‘mid friends and kindred arms, 
Now without contest severed from his side 
ei ¢ mischie! er eyes, 
From him the prudent cnperoe ref the prize. 
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Vu. 
For bold Orlando and his cousin,’ free 


To abate the cause of quarrel, aes the fair, 
‘And placed her in Bavarian Namus’ care. 


rx. 

Voring with her the warrior to content, ‘ 
Wath tia mood ben coat guinfal racy 1 

if most sueconr lent, 
And slow most paynims in the martial fray. 
But counter to hi i8 he the battle went, 
‘And his thinned squadrons fled in disarray ; 
‘Namus, with other christian captains taken, 
‘And his pavilion in the rout forsaken. 


x. 
There, lodged by Charles, that gentle bonnibel, 
Ordained to be the valiant victor's meed, 
Before the event had sprung into her sell, 
‘And from the combat turned in time of need ; 
wisely Fortune would rebel 
That fed day against the Christian creed : 
re entering a thick wood, discovered neat, 
Tn a close path, a horseless cavalier, 


XI. 
With shield upon his arm, in knightly wise, 
Belted and mailed, his helmet on hs head 

cht more lightly through the forest hice 

-slthed chur] to win the eloth of red.* 


‘Tho warrior know, and, while yot distant, scanned 

The features and the gentle air 

‘Which long had held him fast in Cupid’s mare. 
n2 
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XUL 
The affrighted dameel turns her palfrey round, 
‘And shakes the floating bridle’ the wind ; 
Nor in her panic seeks to choose her ground, 
Nor open grove prefers to thicket blind. 
But reckless, pale and trembling, and astound, 
Leaves to her horse the devious way to find. 
Ho up and down the forest bore the dame, 
Till to a sylvan river's bank he came. 





xIv. 
Here stood the fierce Ferrau’ in grisly plight, 

Be sera ih dose eed bathed ata pest and blood 
‘Who Intely had withdrawn him from the Sight, 

To rest and drink at that refreshing flood : 

But there had tarried in his own despite, 

Since bending from the bank, in hasty 

He dropped his helmet in the orgstal tide, 

‘And vainly to regain the treasure tried. 


xv. 
Thither at speed she drives, and evermore 
In her wild panio utters fearful cries ; 
‘And at the voice, upleaping on the shore, 
‘The Saracen her lovely visage spies. 
And, pale as is her cheek, and troubled sore, 
‘Arriving, quickly to the warrior’s eyes 
(Though many daye no news of her had shown) 
‘The beautiful Angelica is known. 


XVI. 
Courteous, and hapl, gifted with a breast, 
"As warm af either 0 the cousins two ;* 


‘Aa bold, aif his brows in eteel were dressed, 
‘The succour which she sought he lent, and drow 
His faulchion, and against Rinaldo pressed, 
Who saw with little fear the champion tras. 
Not only each to each was known by sight, 
But each had proved in arms his focman's might. 
XVII. 
‘Thus, as they are, on foot the warriors vie 
Tn cruel sicife, and blade to blade oppose 5 
No marvel plato or brittle mail should fy, 
‘When anvils had not stood the deafening blows. 
Ti now behoves the palfrey swift to ply 
Bi fot; for wil the knight a conibet cow, 
Him vexed to utmost with goading spurs, 
‘By waste or wood the faghtod damsel stir. 
* Orlando and Rinaldo. 
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XVIII. 
After the two had struggied long to throw 
‘Rach other in the tf, and vainly atl; 
Since neither valiant warrior was below 
His opposite in force and knightly skill: 
feet to parley with his Spanish foo 
Was the good master of Albano’s hill 
(As one within whose raging breast was pent 
A reckless fire which struggled for a vent). 


XIX. 
“ Thou think’st,” he said, “ to injure me alone, 
«“ But know thou wilt thyself as much molest: 
“ For if we fight because yon rising sun 
«This raging heat has kindled in thy breast, 
« What were thy gain, and what the guerdon won, 
“Though I Yield my life, or stoop my crest ; 
“If she shall never be thy glorious meed, 
“ Who flies, while vainly we in battle bleed P 
xx. 

“ Then how much better, since our stake’s the same, 
“Thou, loving like myself, should’st mouut and stay 
“To wait this battle’s end, the lovely dame, 

“ Before she fly yet further on her way. 
“The lady taken, we repeat our claim 

“ With naked faulchion to that peerless prey 
“Else by long tol I seo not what we gain 
«But sim and unrequited pain.” 


XXL 
‘The peer's proposal pleased the paynim well. 
"Anti go ted hot contention wae foregone; 
‘And such fair truce replaced that discord fell, 
So mutual wrongs forgot and mischief done ; 
That for departure seated in his sell, 
On foot the Spaniard left not Aymon’s son ; 
Bat him to mount his courser’s crupper prayed ; 
‘And both united chased the royal maid. 


Oh! goodly truth in cavatore of old! 


Rivals they were, to different faith were bred. 

Not yet the weary warriors’ wounds were cold— 
Still smarting from those strokes o fell and dread. 
Yet they together ride by waste and wold, 

And, unsuspecting, devious dingle thread. 

Them, while four spurs infest his foaming sides, 
‘Their courser brings to where the way divides. 
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xxuwl. 
And now the warlike pair at Seal for ae goad, 
not by which sho might her palfr 
{Since both, without distinction, there auvey 
recent print of hoofs on either road), 
Commit the chase to fortune. By this way 
‘The paynim pricked, by that Rinaldo 
But Feros Ferrau, bewildered in the wood, 
Found himself once again where late he stood. 
XXIV. 
Beside the water, Where he stoop’d to drink, 
And dropt the knightly helmet,—to his cost, 
Sunk in the stream ; and since he could not think 
Her to retrieve, who late his hopes had crossed, 
He, where the treasure fell, descends the brink 
Of that swift stream, and seeks the morion lost. 
But the casque lies so bedded in the sands, 
"Twill ask no light endeavour at his hands. 


xXXv. 

A he severs from a neighbouring tree, 
And shreds and shapes the into a polo: 
With this he sounds the stream, and anxiously 
Fathoms, and rakes, and ransacke shelf and hole, 
While angered sore at heart, and restless, he 
So lingered, where the troubled waters roll, 
Bresst-high, from the mid river rose upright, 
The apparition of an angry knight. 


XXVI. 
Armed at all points he was, except his head, 
"And in his better hand a helmet bore s 


‘The very casque, which in the river's bed 
Ferrau sought vainly, toiling long and sore. 

Upon the Spanish knight he frowned, and said : 
«Thou traitor to thy word, thou perjured Moor, 
“ Why grieve the goodly helmet to resiga, 
“Which, due to me long since, is justly mine? 


XXVIL 

“Remember, pagan, when thing arm laid low 

“The brother of Angelica.’ ‘That knight 

“Am I;—thy word was plighted then to throw 

«After my other arms this bright. 

“Tf Fortune now compel thee to forego 

“The prize, and do my ‘willin thy despite, 

“Grieve not at this, but rather grieve that thou 

Art found a perjured traitor to thy vow. 
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XXVIIL. 
But if thou seek’st a helmet, bo thy task 
“To win and wear it more to thy renown. 
“ {A noble prize were good Orlando's casque ; 
“Rinaldo’s such, or yet a fairer crown ; 
“ Almonte’, or Manabrino’s iron masque : 
“Make one of these, by force of arms, thine own. 
“And this good helm val fitly be bestowed: 
“Where (such thy promise) it has long been owed.” 
Bristled th Sn 
6 a ev at view 
Of that re dads, ‘prising from the tide, 
‘And vanished was his fresh and healthful hue, 


(So was the warrior hight) that stream beside, 
Thos his unknightly breach of romise blame, 
all over, flushed with rage and shame. 


xxx. 
‘Nor having time his falschood to excuse, 

And Jnowing well how how peieahs the © phantom 's lore, 
Stood spee words infuse. 
Then by Lanfusa’s life the war warrior wore, 
Never in fight, or foray would he use 
Helmet but that yrhich good Ox a ‘lando bore 

‘rom Aspramont, w] tes ° 
His life a forfeit to the christian blade. eid 


XXXI. 
And this new vow discharged more faithfully 
the vain promise which was lle Tight ; 


And from the stream ered pe 
‘Was many days sore vexed a ore in sprite; 
And still intent to seek 
Roved wheresoe’er he ho nits foe the knight. 
A different lot befel Ri 3 who 
Had. another path way to pursue. 
XXXII. 
Panning toes Ce ate alate 
tat 
‘And, “stay, Bayardd m mine,” Rinaldo cried, 
«Too cruel care the loss of thee does breed.” 
‘The horse for this returned not to his side, 
Deaf to his prayer, but flew with better speed. 
Forious, in chase of him, Rinaldo hies. 
But follow we Angelica, who flies. 
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XxXxIn. 
Through dreary woods and dark the damsel fled, 
By rade unharboured heath and savage height, 
‘While every leaf or spray that rustled, 
(OF oak, or elm, or beech) such new affright, 
ihe here and there her foaming palfrey 5; 
By strange and crooked paths with furious flight ; 
And at each shadow, seen in valley blind, 
Or mountain, feared Rinaldo was . 
XXXIV. 
As a young roe or fawn of fallow deer, 
Who, mid the shelter of its native glade, 
‘as seen & or tiger tear 
The become of ie eed ling da dismayed, 
Bounds, through the forest green in ceaseless fear 
Of the destroying beast, shade to shade, 
‘And st each sapling touched, amid its pangs, 
Believes itself between the monster's fangs, 


XXXV. 
One day and night, and half the following day, 
‘The damsel wanders wide, nor whither knows; 
‘Then enters a deep wood, whose branches play, 
Moved lightly by the freshening breeze which blows. 
‘Through this two cle gl emnsing ier tay : 
n their a fresher hert grows ; 
‘While the twin streams their slowly clear, 
Make music with the stones, and the ear. 
XXXVI. 
‘Weening removea the way by which she wends, 
A thousand miles from los! Rinaldo’s beat, 


And takes the bridle from her courser fleet 
‘And loose along the river lets him pass, 
Roving the in search of lusty grass. 
XXXVI. 
Behold! at hand a thicket she surveys 

Gay with the flowering thorn and vermeil rose: 
The taft reflected in the stream which strays 
bl erate crs 

ol and safe from vulgar gaze, 
Tt seemed a place constructed for repose ; 
With bows so interwoven, that the hight 
Pierced not the tangled screen, far leas the sight. 
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XXXVIIL 
‘Within soft moss and herbage form a bed ; 
‘And to delay and rest the traveller woo. 
“Twas there her limbs the weary damsel spread, 
Her eyo-balls bathed in alumber's balmy dow 
But little time had eased her drooping head, 
‘re, as sho weened. a courser's tramp she knew. 
ly she rises, and the river near, 
‘Armed cap-i-pid, beholds # cavalier. 
If friend or foo, sho nothing om ds, 
‘iend or foe, she nothing com nds, 
(So hope and fear her ee itan bosons tear) 
‘And that adventure’s issue mute attends, 
Nor oven with a sigh disturbs the air. 
‘The cavalier upon the bank descends ; 
‘And sits 50 motionless, so lost in care, 


His vi ropt upon his arm) to sight 
Ghanged lat stnsclnestono appeared the knight 


XL. 
Pensive, above an hour, with drooping head, 
He rested mute, ere he began his moan ; 
‘And then his piteous tale of sorrow said, 
‘Lamenting in s0 soft and sweet a tone, 
He in a tiger's breast had pity bred, 
Or with his mournful wailings rent a stone. 
‘And so he sighed and wept; like rivers flowed 
His tears, his bosom like an tna glowed. 


XLL 
“ t which now mekes me burn, now freeze with hate, 
“Which gnaws my heart andl rankles ais root 
“ What's left to me,” he said, “ arrived too late, 
“While one more favoured bears away the fruit P 
“ Bare words and looks scaree cheered my hopeless state, 
“And the prime spoils reward another's suit. 
“Then since for me nor fruit nor blossom hangs, 
“Why should I longer pine in hopeless pangs 
The has her imag ihe 
“The virgi image in the rose" 
“Sheltered in garden on ita native stock, 
“Which there in solitude and safe repose, 
“ Blooms ung; by shepherd or by flock. 
“For this earth tems, and freshening water flows, 
« ‘And breeze and dewy dawn their sweets unlock : 
“With such the wishful youth his bosom dresses, 
“ With such the enamoured damsel braids her tresses. 
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XLUI. 

“ But wanton hands no sooner this displace 
From the maternal stem, where it was grown, 
“Than all is withered; whatsoever grace 
“ It found with man or heaven ; bloom, beauty, gone. 
“The damsel who should hold in higher place 
“Than light or life the flower which is her own, 
“ Suffering the spoiler’s hand to crop the prize, 
« Forfeits her worth in i orery other’s eyes. 


“And bo sho csp writivall oxoopt the wight 
“On whom she did 80 lg te wig 
“AIL! fale and cruel Foreune! foal despite! 

“While othors triumph, I'am drown’d ia woo. 
“ And can it bo that 1 such treasure slight P 
“And oan I then my very life forego? 

“No! lot me dio; “twere happiness above 
“4 longer life, if | must coase to love.” 
XLV. 
sek who made this sorrowing, 
And pour'd into the stzeam so many tears, 
T answor, it was fair Circassia’e king,” 
‘That Bactipan,oppresed with amorous cares 
Love is the source from which his troubles spring, 
‘The sole oecasion of hia pains and fears; 
‘And he to her a lover's service paid, 
Now well remembered by the royal maid. 





XLVI. 
He for for b her sake from Orient’s farthest reign 
ither, SE eee ceeen set ret; 
Ree et Tee laie be eae 
That she Orlando followed to the west. 
Ho after learned in France that Charlemagne 
Secluded from that champion and the rest, 
‘As a fit guerdon, mewed her for the kaight 
‘Who should protect the lilies best in fight. 
XLVI. 
"Bhar tn in the field er hear eT co 
ort time before, ki 's di 3 
id vainly ma yureued, 


‘Henee, into words his lamentations run, 
‘Which might for pity atop the passing sun. 


awe 1, 
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XLVIIL 
While Secripant laments him in this plight, 
‘And makes a tepid fountain of his eyes ; 
And, what I deem not not needful to recite, 
Pours forth h yet other plaints and piteous cries ; 
Propitious Fortune his lady bright 
Should hear the youth lament him in such wise: 
‘And thus # moment compassed what, without 
Such chance, long ages had not brought about. 
XLIx. 

‘With deep attention, while the warrior weeps, 
She marks the fashion of the grief and tears 
‘And words of him, whose passion never sleeps ; 
Nor this the first confession which she hears. 
But with his plaint her heart no measure keeps, 
Gold as the column which the builder rears, 

hty maid, who holds herself above 
the world, and deems none worthy of her love. 


But her from harm amid those woods to keep, 
"The damsel weened she might his guidance need ; 
For the poor drowni caitiff, who, chin-deep, 
‘Implores not help, is obstinate indeed. 
Nor will she, if ko lot tho occasion sleep, 
Hind escort part that will stand her in such stead : 

‘or t oxperiance w 

Above all ster kind and true. 


But not the more for this he maid intends 
To heal the mischief which her charms had wrought. 
And for past ille to farnish glad amends 


‘And baving to her purpose taxed hie dering, 
To reassume as wont her haughty bearing. 
LIL. 
-An apparition bright and unforeseen, 
She stood like Venus or Diana fair, 
In solemn pageant, issuing on the scene 
From out of shadowy wood or murky lair. 
‘And “Peace be with you,” cried the youthful queen, 
“ And God preserye my honour in his care, 
“Nor suffer that you blindly entertain 
“Opinion of my Jame so false and vain!” 
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LIL 
Not with such wonderment a mother eyes, 
‘With such excessive bliss the son she mourned 
As dead, lamented still with tears and sighs, 


‘And ecstasy of joy when he discerned 
The lofty presence, cheeks of heavenly hue, 
And lovely form which broke upon his view. 





T empery: 
And feels, with hope revived, her bosom beat 
Shortly to repossess her sumptuous seat. 


Lv. 
Her chances all to him the damsel said, 
Since he was eastward sent to Sericane 
her to seek the martial monarch’s aid, 
10 swayed the sceptre of that fair domain ; 
‘And told how oft Orlando's friendly blade 
Hod saved her from dishonour, death, and pain ; 
And how she so preterred her virgin flower 
Pare as it blossomed in her natal hour. 
LVI. 
] S Hlanly the tale was trae yet will not seem 
Likely to ono of sober senso posccssed : 
But Sacripant, who waked from worser dream, 
Tn all without a cavil acquiesced : 
Since Love, who sees without one guiding gleam, 
Spies in broad day but that which likes him best : 
‘or one sign of the sfflicted man’s disease 
Is to give ready faith to things which please. 





LVI, 
“mr Jante's lord the prize forbore, 
w Ror pete te fu occasion when be might, 
“The lose be his, if Fortune never more 
«Him to enjoy so fair a prize invite. 
“Mo imitate that lord of little lore 
<H tink not,” sad, apart, Cireasin's knight, 
“To quit such proffered good, and, to my shame, 
« Have but myself on after-thought to blame. 





canto 1. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


Lvim1. 

“No! I will pluck the fresh and morning rosé, 
“ Which, should I tarry, may be overblown. 
“To woman, (this my own experience shows,) 
“ No deed more sweet or welcome can be done. 
“Then, whatsoever scorn the damsel shows, 
< hough she awhile may weep and make her moan, 

“Twill, unchecked by anger, false or true, 

“Or sharp repulse, my bold design pursue.” 

Ix. 

This said, he for the soft assault prepares, 

When a loud noise within the wood shade 
Beside him, rang in his ast led ears, 

And sore against his will the monarch stayed, 
He donned his helm (his other arms he wears), 
‘Aye wont to rove in steel, with belted blade, 
Replaced the bridle on his courser fleet, 
Grappled his lance, and sprang into his seat, 


Lx. 
‘With the bold semblance of a valiant knight, 
Behold a warrior threads the forest hoar. 
The stranger's mantle was of snowy white, 
And white alike the waving plume he wore. 
Balked of his bliss, and full of fell despite, 
‘The monarch ill the interruption bore, 
And spurred his horse to meet him in mid space, 
‘With hate and fury glowing in his face. 
LX. 
Him he defies to fight, approaching ni, 
‘And woens to make hin stoop hie ee crests 
‘The other knight, whose worth I rate as high, 
His vrarlike prowess puts to present test ; 

‘ute short haughty threats an angry cry, 
‘And spurs, and lays ihe lovellod lance 4a reel 
In tempest wheels Circassia’s valiant peor, 

And at his foeman’s head each aims his spear. 


LX. 
Not brindled bulls or tawny lions sprit 

To forest warfare with such deadly will 
As those two Inights, the stranger andthe king. 
‘Their spears alike the opposing bucklers thrill : 
‘The sold ground, at ther encountering, 
‘Trembles ftom fruitful vale to naked hill : 
‘And well it was the mail in which they dressed 
Their bodies was of proof, and saved the breast. 
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LxnL 
Nor swerved the chargers from their destined course ; 
Who met like rams, and butted head to head. 
‘The warlike Saracen’s ill-fated horse, 
‘Well valued while alive, dropt short and dead : 
The stranger's, too, fell senseless ; but perforce 
‘Was roused by rowel from his grassy bed. 
That of the peynim king, extended straight, 
Lay on his battered lord with all his weight. 


LXIVv. 
Upright upon his steed, the knight unknown, 
¥ st the encoun! ter horse and rider threw, 
‘ing ent was in conflict done, 
Gare gt he orn rae rnew 
ut liest is 
And means pricking tees Patt forest th through, 
A mile, or little less, in furious heat, 
Ere the foiled Saracen regains his feet. 


IXxv. 
“No held sho hough (th ‘thonder erpast 
e storm 0” ) 
There, where the deafening bolt had beat him down, 
Nigh his doathstricken enttle, wakes aghast, 
‘And sees the distant pine without its crown, 
‘Which he saw clad in leafy honours last ; 
So rose tho paynim knight with troubled face, 
‘The maid spectatress off the cruel case. 
H groans, eat for mischief 
o sighs and , yet not for mischief sore 
‘Bndured in wounded arm or foot which bled ; 
But for mere shame, and never such before 
Or after, dyed his cheek so deep a red, 
‘And if he roed his fall, it grieved him more 
His dame should lift him from his courser dead. 
He speechless had remained, I ween, if she 
Had not his prisoned tongue and voice set free. 
. LXVIL. 
“ Grieve not,” she said, “sir monarch, for thy fall ; 
“ But let the blame upon thy eourser be ! 
“To whom more welcome had been forage, stall, 
‘And rest, than further joust and jeopardy ; 
«And well thy foe the lover may 
“(Who shall no glory gain) for such is he 
«Who is the first to quit his ground, if aught 
“ Angelica of fighting fields be taught.” 
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LXVIL 
‘While she s0 socks the Saracen to cheer, 
Behold a messenger with pouch and horn, 
On panting hackney !—man and horse appear 
With the tong jouriey, wosry and forlorn. 
He questions Sacripant, approaching near, 
‘Had he seen warrior pass, by whom were borne 
‘A shield and crest of white; in search of whom 
‘Through the wide forest pricked the weary grodm. 
inant made wus ag 
Sacripant made answer, “As you see, 
«He threw mo here, and went but now his way : 
‘Thon tell the warrior’s name, that I may be 
“ Tnformed whose valour foiled me in the fray.” 
To him the groom,—' That which you ask of ne 
““T shall relate to you without delay : 
« Know that you were in combat prostrate laid 
“By the tried valour of a gentle maid. 


LXx. 
“Bold is the maid ; but fairer yet than bold, 
“Nor the redoubted virgin’s name I veil : 
Twas Bradamant who marred what praise of old 
“Your ess ever won with sword and mail.” 
This said, he spurred again, bis story told, 
And left him httle the tale. 
‘He recks not what he says or does, for shame, 
And his flushed visage kindles into flame. 


LXXL 
After the woeful warrior long had thought 

Upon his cruel case, and still in vain, 
And found a woman his defeat had wrought, 
For thinking but increased the monarch’s pain, 
He climbed the other horse, nor spake he aught ; 
But silently uplifted from the plain, 
Upon the croup bestowed that damsel sweet, 
Reserved to gladder use in eafor scat. 


LXXIL. 
Two miles they had not rode before they hear 

The sweeping woods which spreed about them, sound 
‘With such loud crash and trample, far and near, 
The forest seemed to tremble all around ; 
‘And shortly after see a steed appear, 
‘With houslage wrought in gold and richly bound ; 
‘Who clears the bush and stream, with furious force 
And whataoever’else impedes his course. 


Moms & SM oy Weed 


“Unless the misty air,” the damsel 

eeive mm} righ yon nobel 
le, pare, ardo, Who before us fi ies, 

al arts the wood with such impetuous speed. 
«Yen, tis Bayardo’s self L 

“ How well the courser understands our need! 
“ Two riders ill a foundered jade would bear, 
neato teehee elaine 


The bold Circassian lighted ond ‘applied 
His hand to seize him by the flowing rein, 
‘Who, swiftly turning, with his heels replied, 
For he like lightning wheeled upon the plain. 
‘Woe to the King! bat that ho Ibepe aside, 

For should he emite, he would not lash in vain. 

Buch are his bone and sinew, that the shock 

Of his good heels had split » metal rock. 
LXXv.. 

‘Then to the maid he goes submisei 

‘With gentle blandishment and kumble mood ; 
‘As the dog greets his lord with frolic 
some short season pest, he had not viewed. 
For good Bayardo had in memory 
What the danoe ved his food, 
‘What time the damsel ido bold ; 
Binaldo, then ungratefal, stern, and cold. 


LXXVI. 
With her left hand she takes him by the bit, 
And with the other pate his sides and chest : 


Meantime the king, who sees the moment fit, 
Leapt up, up, and with his knees the courser p 


cased of half his weight, 
Mo lady eft tho eno 7 


, and gained the seat. 
LXXxvil. 
Then, as at hazard, she directs her sight, 
Sounding in arms a man on foot espies, 
od diode with sudden anger and eapite ; 
in him the son of on eyes. 
a ‘more than life esteema the youthful knight, 
‘While she —— him, Lok Coe ta etted 
Time was the er passion A 
{ Ca AT Ty Re aaa ETE 
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LXXVil. 
And this this effect two different fountains wrought, 
‘Whose wonderous waters ere different ofa inspin ire. 

in Arden, with rare virtue fraught : 
This Tie abs sh heart with amorous 
‘Who taste that other fountain are untaught 
Their love, and change for i ico their former fire. 
Rinaldo drank the first, ainly sighs 5 3 
‘Angelica the last, ate hae and 


LXXIX. 
Mixed with such secret bane the waters glide, 
amorous care convert to sudden hate ; 
The maid no sooner had Rinaldo spied, 
‘Than on hor laughing eyes deep darkness sate : 
‘And with ead mien aud trembling voioe sho eried 
‘To Bacripant, and prayed him not to wat 


detested knight, 
But dough the ‘wood with her pursue his fight. 
LXXx. 
To her the Saracen, with anger hot: 

lek tly worship sunk so low in me, 

ou should’st hold my valour cheap, and not 
« Bufioent ts oa yonder champion flee 
“ Already are Albracca’s fights forgot, 
“Rt ee fh singly stood for thee F 
“That night when wa though naked, was thy shield 
Against’ King his field P 


adem 
She answers not, and knows not in her fear 
‘What tis sho does ; Rinaldo is too nigh : 
‘And from afar that furious cavalier 
Threats the bold Saracen with cry, 
As soon as the known steed and dear, 
‘Whose charms such flame had kindled, meet his eye. 
But whst ensued between the haughty pair 
1 in another canto shall declare. 


17 


CANTO II. 
ARGUMENT. 

A hermit parte, by means of holiow sprite, 
The two redoubted rivals’ dangerous play ; 
Rinaldo goes where Love and Hope invite, 
But is dispatched by Charles another way : 
Bradamant, seeking her devoted knight, 
The good Rogero, nigh becomes the prey 
Of Pinabel, who drope the damsel brave 
Into the dungeon of @ living grave, 


L 
Inzunrovs Love, why still to mar accord 
Between desires has been thy favourite foat P 
‘Why does it please thee so, perfidious lord, 
Two hearts should with a different mearuro beat P 
Thon wilt not let me take the ceriain ain fod, a 
me where the stream is ant t. 
Hert abandon who my love desires, 
‘While she who hates, respect and love inspires. 


IL 
Thou to Rinaldo show'st the damsel fair, 
‘While he seems hideous to that gentle dame; 
And he, who when the lady's pride and care, 
Paid back with deepest hate her amorous flame, 
Now pines, himself, the victim of despair, 
Scorned in his turn, and his reward the same. 
the damsel in such sort abhorred, 
e would choose death before that hated lord. 


I. 
Ho to the Pagan cries: “ Forego thy theft, 
« And down, false felon, from that pilfer’d steed ; 
“T am not wont to let my own be reft, 
“And he who seeks it dearly pays the deed. 
“ More—I shall take from thee yon lovely weft; 
“ "To leave thee such a prize were foul misdeed ; 
“ ‘And horse and maid, whose worth outstrips belief, 
‘Were ill, methinks, relinquished to a thick.” 


Iv. 
“Thou liest,” the haughty Saracen retorts, 

‘As proud, and burning with as fierce a flame, 

“<A thief thyself, if Fame the truth reporte :! 

“But let good deeds decide our dubious claim, 

“With whom the steed or damsel fair assorte : 

“ Best proved by valiant deeds : though, for the dame, 

“That nothing is so precious, I with thee 

“(Search the wide world throughout) may well agree.”” 
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ov. 
As two fierce dogs will sometimes stand at gaze, 
‘Whom hate or other springs of strife inspire, 





Then either fle to bites, and hoareely bars, 
‘While their stiff bristles stand on end with ire : 
So from reproach and menace to the sword 
Pass Sacripant and Clermont’s angry lord. 


VL 
‘Thus kindling into wrath the knights engage: 
One is on fot, the other on tie’ 
in to this ; for inexperience 
‘Would better rein his in the course. 
For such Bayardo’s sense, he will not wage 
‘War with his master, or put ont his force. 
For voice, nor hand, nor manage, will he stir, 
Rebellious to the rein or goading spur. 
VIL. 
He, when the king would urge him, takes the rest, 
Gr, when he curbs him, runs in giddy rings ; 
‘And drops his head beneath his spreading chest, 
‘And plays his spine, and runs an-end and flings. 
‘And now the furious Saracen distressed, 
Sees ‘tis no time to tame the beast, and springs, 
‘With one band on the pummel, to the ground ; 
Clear of the restless oourser at s boun 
VIL 
As soon as Sacripant, with well-timed leap, 
Is from the fury of Bayardo freed, 
‘You may believe the battle does not sleep 
Between those champions, in heart and deed. 
‘Their sounding blades euch changoful measure keep, 
{The hammer-strokes of Vulcan with less speed 
'Descend in that dim cavern, where he heats, 
| And Jove's red thunders on his anvil beats. 


Ix. 
Sometimes they lunge, feign the thrust and parry : 
Deep master) of ts desperate game they lay 


Or rise upon the furious stroke, and carry 
Their swords aloft, or stoop and stand at bay. 
in they close, again exhausted tarry ; 
fow hide, now show themselves, and now give way, 
And where one knight an inch of ground has granted, 
- His foeman’s foot upon that inch is planted. . 
c2 
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When, lo! Rinaldo, now ap patient 
Strikes full at Sacripant wath int orn ; 
And he puts forth he b buckler made of bone, 
mae well: with strong pier n steel inlaid : 

bd aves it: in 
Groot and covert close, and sunny gids 
The paynim’s arm rings senseless with the blow, 

And steel and bone, like ice, in shivers go. 


XI, 
‘When the fair damsel saw, with timid eye 
" Such ruin follow from the faulchion’s sway, 

Sho, like the criminal, whose doom i 

her fair countenance through sore dismay, 
qe seeaed that tile tame was ie fly 
If she would not be that Rinaldo’s prey, 
Rinaldo loathed by her aa much, a8 he 
Doats on the scornful —_ miserably. 


So turned her horse into the gloomy chase, 
And drove him throug! h rough ugh path and tangled ally, 
‘And oftentimes bent back her bloodless faca, 
ie tmtaaenenars, 

Nor lo1 the itic race, 

Batons ake mofe her in erally, 

Devotion in his aspect was expressed, 

‘And his long beard descended on his bresst. 
XII. 

‘Wasted he was as much by fasts as age, 

‘And on an ass was mounted, slow and sure ; 
‘His visage warranted that never sage 

Had conscience more procise or pasting pure. 
Though in his arteries time had stilled the rage 
Of blood, and spake him feeble and demure, 
At sight of the delightful damsel, he 

‘Was inly stirred for very charity. 


XIV, 
‘The lady prayed that kindly friar, that he 
‘Would streight conduct her to some haven near, 
For that ahe'how tie nnd of France might flee, 
‘And never more of ‘loathed Rinaldo hear. 
The hermit, who was skilled in sorcery, 
Ceased not to soothe the gentle 's fear. 
And with the promise of deliverance, shook 
His pocket and drew forth a secret book. 
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xv. 

‘This opened, quick and mighty marvel wrought ; 
Hor nota lent i finished by the sage, 
Before a spirit, by his bidding brought, 


And steps between, and stops their battle short, 
XVI. 

“In courtesy,” he cried, “let either show 
“‘ What his foe's death to either can avail, 

“ And what the guerdon conquest will bestow 

“On him who in the battle shall prevail, 

“ Uf Roland, Ho he hes pot strock a blow, 

“ in it & Bit ink of 

eee eer 

“Who has engaged you in this bitter fray. 
XVII. 

“Within an easy mile I saw the peer _* 
“Bricking to Paris with that lady bright; 

“ Riding, in merry mood, wit and jeer, 

“And mocking af your fierce and fruitless fight. 

“ Sure it were better, while they yet are near, 

“To follow peer and damsel in their flight : 

“Ror should he once in Paris place his prize 

“The lady never more shall meet your eyes.” 
Xvi. : 

‘You might have seen those cavaliers 
Chango at the demon’s tale for rage and shame ; 
And curse themselves as wanting eyes and ears, 
To let their rival cheat them of the dame. 
Towards his horse the good Rinaldo steers, 
Breathing forth pitebus sighs which seem of flame ; 
‘And, if he join Orlando—ere they part— 
Swears in bis fury he will havo his heart. 


xIx. 

So, passing where the prompt Bayardo stood, 

oe Tis Deck oa lebvee de seit an wind, 
Without farewell, his rival in the wood ; 
‘Mauch less invites him to a seat behind. 
The goaded. , in his heat of blood, 
Forces whate’er hii course confine’ 
Ditch, river, tangled thorn, or marble block ; 
‘He swims the river, and he clears the rock. 
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xx. 
Let it not, mr, sound ly in 
‘Rinaldo took the stood thus readily, 
So long and vainly followed far and near; 
Foro, enduod with reasoning fealty, 
Had notin vice Tne on the following per, 
But fled before his cherished lord, that 
Might guido him whither went the gentle dame, 
For whom, as he had heard, he nursed a flame. 
XXL 
For when Angelica, in random dread, 
vom th parion winged her rapid Sigh, 
Bayardo marked tho damsel as she fled. 
His saddle lightened of Mount Alban's knight ; 
‘Who thon on foot an equal combat spod, 
ed with a baron of no meaner might; 
‘And chasod the maid by woods, and flosds, and strands, 
Ta hopes to place her ix the warrior’s hands, 
XXII 
‘And, with desire to bring him to the maid, 
before him still with rampant play ; 
Bat would not lot his master mount, afrasd 
That he might make him take another way. 
Bo luring on Rinaldo through the shad, 
Twice it him to his unexpected prey ; 
‘Twice foiled in his endeavour. once by bold 
Ferran ; then Sacripant, as lately told. 


xXx. 
‘Now good Bayardo had believed the tiding 
Of that fair damsel, which produced the accord ; 
And in the devil’s cunning tale confiding, 
Renewed his wonted service to his lord. 
Behold Rinaldo then in fury riding, 
And pushing till his coureer Pari-ward} 
‘Though he ly fast, the champion’s wishes go 
Fi ; and wind itself had seemed too slow. 
At night Rinaldo inatood, with pain 
rests his 5 
To meet jlante’s lord he burned so sore ; 
‘And lent such credit to the tidings vain 
Of the false courier of that wizard hoar : 
And that day and the next, with flowing rein, 
Rode, till the royal city rose before 
His eyes; where Charl had taken post, 
‘With the sad remnant of his broken host. 
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xXXvV. 

He, for he fears the Afric king’s it, 
And sap and siege, upon his vassals calls 
To per in fresh vietual, and recruit 
‘And cleanse their ditches, and repair their walls. 
‘And what may best annoy the foes, and suit 
For safety, without more delay forestalls ; 
‘And plansan embassy to-England, thence 
To gather fresher forces for defence. 

he is bent tay the 

For he is in to te 
Of arms in tented field tho ch lately shamed ; 
And send Rinaldo to the neighbouring state 
Of Britain, which was after land named. 
II liked the Paladin to cross the strait ; 
Not that the le or the land he blamed, 
But that King ‘les was sudden; nor a day 
‘Would grant the valiant envoy for delay. 

XXVIL 

Binaldo never executed thing 
‘Less willingly, prevented in his quest 
Of that fair visage he was following, 
‘Whose charms his heart had ravished from his breast. 
Yet, in obedience to the christian king, 
Prepared himself to do the royal hest. 
To Calais the good envoy wends with 
And the same day embarks himself steed. 


XXvitr. 
And there, in scorn of cautious pilot's skill 
(Buch his impatience to regain his home), 
ched on the doubtful sea, which boded ill, 
And rolled its heavy billows, white with foam. 
e wind, that he his wil 


will, 
Stirred up the waves ; and, ‘nd the gathering gloom, 
Bo the load storm and tens rs fury grew, © 
‘That topmas-high the faking waters lew. 


Pelts back their reeling prow and blusters more. 
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Starboard and larboard fon ‘the fitful gale, 
never for a thought its ire ase 
While the strained vessel drives with Trumble sail 
Before the billows, as the tempest rages. 
But I, who still pursue a varying tale, 
Must ‘leave awhile the Paladin, who wages 
‘A weary warfare with the wind and flood ; 
To follow a fair virgin of his blood, 
I of that famed dame 
whose 
ee ee Ca han 
sess aie 
trix anc ce On. 8] 
By and pianos umon ane 
TS Charlemagne and : Since proved among 
‘The first, her prowess, tried by mang test, 
Equal to good Rinaldo’s shone confessed. 
XXXIL 
A gavalior was suitor to the dame, 
10 out of Afric wit 5 
Rogero was his valiant father’s ‘ne 
Hoe crothes as the child of Agolant. 
And she, who not of bear or lion came, 
Disdained not on the Child her love to plant, 
Though cruel Fortune, ill their wishes meeting, 
‘Had granted to the arin a single greeting. 


[Alone thenceforth she sought her lover (he 
‘Was named of him to whom he owed his birth), 
Of thousands, trusting in her Snglo worth. 

; in her we 
Bh having trade the Lang of Caeacey 
Salute the visage of old mother earth, 
‘Traversed a wood, and that wood past, a mountain ; 
‘And stopt at length beside a lovely fountain. 


XXXIV. 
Through a delicious mead the fountain-rill, 

By ancient trees o’ersbaded, glides away ; 
‘And him whose ear its pleasing murmurs fil, 

Invites to drink, and oa its banks to say 
On the left side a cultivated hill 
Excludes the fervors of the middle day. 
‘As first the damsel thither turns her eyes, 
‘A youthful cavalier she seated spies ; 
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XXXV. 
A cavalier, who underneath the shade, 
Seems lost, as in a melancholy dream ; 
And on tho bank, which amd § flowers displayed, 
sing, ov. a stream. 
Herne beneath spreading beoch is laid, 
‘And from » bough the shield and helmet gleam. 
‘While his moist eyes, and sad and downcaat air, 
Speak him the broken victim of despair. 
Dged by the passion lodged in every bress 
rs sion in ev it, 
Pronlene obroety to aoe 
Of others’ cares, the gentle maid addressed 
The knight, and sought the occasion of his woe. 
‘And he to her his secret grief confessed, 
‘Won by her gentle specch and courteous show, 
And by that gallant bearing, which at sigl it, 
Prepared who saw her for a nimble knight, 
XXXVII. 
“ Bair sir band of hors and foot,” he anid, 
“ it to Charlemagne ; and thither pressod, 
“Where ho an ambush for Marsilins spread, 
“ Descending from the mean crest ; 


‘And in my company » damsel led, 
“Whose charms with fervid love had fired my breast. 
“ When, as we journey by Rhone’s current, 

“ A rider on a winged courser spy. 


XXXVI. 
“ The robber, whether he were man or shade, 
“Or goblin damned to everlasting woe, 
“As soon as he beheld my dear-loved maid, 
“ Like falcon, who, descending, aims ita blow, 
“ Sank in athought and rose; and soaring, lai 
“ Hands on his Prize, and anatched her from below. 
“ Tape, that all appeared a dream, 
“Onell I heard in air tho damnel's scresm. 
XXXIXx. 
“The ravening kite 80 ewoops and plunders, when 
“ Hovering above the sheltered yard, she spies 
“A helpless chicken near unwatchful hen, 
“‘ Who vainly dins the thief with after cries, 
“I cannot reach the mountain-robber's den, 
“Com with cliffs, or follow one who flies. 
i foundered is my weary steed, 
rocks has wasted wind and speed. 
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XL, 
“ But I, like one who from his bleeding side 

“Would lifer far have seen his heart out-torn, 
“ Left my good squadrons mastorless, to ride 
« Along the cliffs, and passes least forlorn ; 
< And took the way (love served me for guide) 
“Where it appeared the ruthless thief had born, 
< Aseonding to his den, the lovely prey, 
“What time he snatched my hope and ‘pesce awa; 


XL 

“ Six days I rode, from morn to setting san, 

“By horrid cliff, by bottom dark and drear ; 

« And giddy precipice, where path was none, 

«Nor sign, nor vestiges of man were near. 

“(At last a dark and vale I won, 

«Where caverned mountains and rude cliffs appear : 

“ Where in the middle rose a block, 

“With a fair castle planted on the rock. 


XLII 

“« From far it shone like flame, and seemed not dight 
“Of marble or of brick ; and in my eye 
«More wonderful the work, more fur to sight 
“ We ‘appes |, as I ay more nigh. 
“T, after, learued that 3t was by hy sprite igh 
«Whom potent fumes had raised and sorcery : 
“Who on this rock its towers of steel did fix, 

“ Case-hardened in the stream and fire of Styx. 
XLII. 

“Each polished turret shines with such a ray 
“That it defies the mouldering rast and rain: 
«The robber scours the country night and day, 
« And after harbours in this sure domain. 
«Nothing in safe which he would bear away : 
“ with curses and with threats in vain. 
« ‘There (fruitless every hope to foil his art) 
“The felon keeps my love, oh! say my heart. 

XLIV. 

« Alas! what more 1 left’ me but to eye 
“ Her prison on that cliff's aérial crest ? 

“ Like the she-fox, who hears her offspring ery, 
“Standing beneath the ravening eagle's nest ; 
“And since she bas not wings 10 rite and fy, 
“Buns round the rugged rock wit ypeless quest. 
“Bo inaccessible the wild dominion 

“To whatsoever has not plume and pinion. 
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XLV. 

“ While I 80 lingered where those rocks aspire, 

“Taw a dwart guide two of goodly strata; 

“Whose coming added hope to my desire 

‘ (Alas! desire and hope alike were vain) 

«Both barons bold, and fearful in their ire : 

“The one Gradasse, King of Bericans, 

“The next, of yout! vigour, was a knight, 

“Brized in the Mooriah court, Rogero hight. 


XLVI. 
“The dwarf exclaimed, ‘ These ions will 
‘Their force with him who Sees Pe ender steep, 
«And by such strange and unattempted way 
‘ Spurs the winged courser from his mountain-keep.’ 
¢ And Lto the approaching warriors say, 
And Ira, yon dating spor aan 
‘ 08 ing spoiler slain, 
«Give my lost Indy to i 





my arms again.’ 
XLVI. 

“Then how my love was ravished I make known, 
“Vouching with bitter tears my deep distress. 
“They proffer aid, and down the path of stone 
“ winds about the mountain, press. 
“While I, upon the summit left alone, 

* Look on, and pray to God for their success. 
“ Beneath the wily wizard’s castle strong 
“Extends a little plain, two bow-shots long. 
Arrived beneath the crupey keep th 

“ <1 1e , the two. 
Goutal which nase hall gis the Bight 
“When, whether the first lot Gredasso drew, 

“ Or young Rogero held the honor light, 

“The King of Sericane his bugle blew, 

And the rock rang and fortress on the height ; 
“And, lo! apparelled for the fearful course, 
“The cavalier upon his winged horse! 


Upwards, by little doy 

“ . by little and by little, springs 

“ wiapdd courses tg the pageim Srane 

« Finds not at first bis balance and his wings, 
“Banning and scarcely rising from the plain ; 
“But when the flock is launched and scattered, flings 
“ His pinions to the wind, and soars amain. 


“ So straight the necromancer's upward flight, 
“ tearee attempts 20 bold a height. 
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L. 
«When it seems fit, he wheels his courser round, 


S Who shute his wings, and falling from the sky, 

“ Shoots like a well-trained falcon to the 
“Who sees the quarry, duck or pigeon, Soa 
“So, through the parting air, wit 
“ With rested lance, he poneerss tata 
“ And while Gradasso scarcely marks the foe 
“Hee hears him swooping near, and fels the blow. 


‘The wirard on Gradaaso broaks his spear, 
“ He wounds the empty air, with fury vain. 
* This in the feathered monster breeds no fear ; 
<, Who to adistanco shifts, and swoops again. 
“ While that encounter made the 

“Thrown back upon her haunches, on the plain, 
“ The Alfana that the Indian monarch rode, 
“ ‘The fairest was that ever man bestrode. 

I 

to the ere with swift ascent 
Tite ard cha then os from the sky, 
“And sires the young ro, who intent 
“ Gradasso, deems no danger 

“ Bonesth the wisard’s blow the warrior bent, 
‘Which made some deal his generous courser ply ; 
«Ain on {0 suite the shiflng foo he tuned 
“Him in the sky, and out of reach discerned. 


LI. 

His blows Rogero, now Gradasso, bruise 

“On forehead, bosom, back, or lank between 5 

“While he the warrior's empty blows caclews, 

“Biting vo qu that sare i ac. 

“ow tn tate wird sors to cows 

“The monater makes euch spacious 

“While the enchanter 90 deveives the site 

“They view him not, and know not whence he emites. 

LIV. 

Betyroon the two on earth and him o' the eky, 

= a ie er i \ 

“Which, spreading wide its jusky dye, 
hhout the world, discolours all thinge fair 

“ Dobeld, T say; 1 add not, I, 

wh Bite to the tale ; yet scarcely dare 

“fo tall to other what I stood aiid saw 5 

“" So strange it seems, 60 passing Nature's law. 
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LY, 
“Well covered in a goodly silken case, 
“He, the celestial warrior, bore his shield; 
“But why delayed the mantle to displace 
“I know not, and its lucid orb concealed. 
“ Since this no sooner blazes in his face, 
«Than his foe tumbles dazzled on the field; 
« And while he, like a lifeless body, lies, 
«Becomes the necromancer’s helpless prize. 


LVL 

« Like carbuncle, the magic buckler blazed, . 
“*'No glare was ever seen which shone s0 bright : 
“Nor could the warriors choose but fall, amazed ° 
“ And blinded by the clear and dazzling light. 
“T, too, that from a distant mountain gazed, 
“Fell senseless ; and when I regained my sight, 
“ After long time, saw neither knights nor page, 
« Nor aught beside a dark and empty stage. 


LVIL 
“This while the fell enchanter, I supposed, 

< Dragged both the warriors to his prison-cell 
“ strange virtue of the shield disclosed, 
“T from my hope and they from freedom fell : 
“And thus I to the tarreta, which enclosed 
“My heart, departing, bade a last farewell. 

« Now sum my griefa, and say if lore combine 
“ Other distress or grief to match with mine.” 


LVI. 

The knight relapsed into his first disease, 
‘After his melancholy tale was done. 
‘This was Count Pinabel, the Maganzese, 
Anselmo d’ Altaripa’s faithless son. 
He, where the blood ran foul through all degrees, 
Disdained to be the only virtuous one ; 


Nor played a simple among the base, 
Daeag’in vice tho vllinn of hs m0 
LIX. 


‘With aspect changing still, the beauteous dame 
‘Hears what the mournful Maganzese narrates ; 
‘And, at first mention of Rogero’s name, 

Her radiant face with eager joy dilates. 

But, fall of pity, kindles into flame 

ra Pinel i gruel duranoe stator ‘at 
for finds she, though twice story stale ; 

Bat sakes hia off Sepent and pleco his tale 
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Lx. 
And, after, when she deemed that all was clear, 
ried to the knight, ‘upon my say. 

“To thee may my arrival well be dear, 
«« And thou as fortunate account this day. 
“Straight wend me to the keep, sir cavalicr, 
“Which holds a jewel of eo rich a ray: 
“Nor shalt thou grudge thy labour and thy care, 
“Tf envious Fortune do but play me fair.” 


LXL 
‘The knight replied, “Then nought to me remains 
“But that 1 yonder mountain-passee show ; 
“ And sure ‘tis little loss to lose my pai 
«Where every thing is lost I prize Below. 
“But you would climb yon cliffs, and for your gains 
« Will find a prison-house ; and be it so! 
“ Whate'er betide you, blame yourself alone ; 
“ You go forewarned to meet a fate foreshown.” 


LX. 
So eaid, the cavalier remounts his horse, 
‘And serves the gallant damsel as a guide ; 
Who is ys gaol to force, © 
Or to be slain, or in his prison stied. 
‘When lo! a messenger, in furious course, 
Called to the dame to stay, and rode and cried. 
This was the post who told Cireassia’s lord 
‘What valiant hand bad stretched him on the sward. 
LXIU. 
‘The courier, who so plied his restless heel, 
‘News of Narbonne and of Montpelier bore : 
How both had raised the standard of Castile, 
‘All Acquamorta siding with the Moor ; 
‘And how Marseilles’ disheartened men appeal 
To ber, who should protect her straightened shore; 
And how, through him, her citizens demand 
Counsel and comfort af their captain’s hand. 
Thi wrth meng aniles of pain 
is town, with many miles of plain, 
‘Whe’ Le ‘twit Var and hone, upon te sea, 
To her was given by royal Charlemagne : 
Such trust he placed in her fidelity. 
Still wont with wonder on the tented plain 
The prow ofthat valiant maid to tee 
And now ing courier, as I said, 
ode from Marocllgs to aak the lady's aid. 
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LXV. 

‘Whether or not she should the call obey, 
‘The youthful damsel doubta some little space ; 
Song in one balance Fame and Duty weigh, 
But softer thoughts both Fame and Duty chase : 
‘And she, at length, resolved the emprize to assay, 
‘And free Rogero from the enchanted place : 
Or, should her valour in the adventure fail, 
‘Would with the cherished lover share his jail. 

ch excuse hat 

‘And did with such excuse that post appay, 
de was contonted on her wil to wat 2 
‘Then turned the bridle to resume her way 
With Pinabel, who seemed no whit elate. 
Since of that line he knows the damsel gay, 
Held in such open and such secret hate ; 
‘And future trouble to himself foresees, 
‘Were ho detected as a Maganzese. 


LXVIL 
For ‘twixt Maganza’s and old Clermont’s line 
‘There was an ancient and « deadly feud: 
And oft to blows the rival houses came, 
And oft in civil blood their hands embrued. 
And hence some treason to this gentle dame, 
In his foul heart, the wicked County brewed ; 
Or, as the first occasion served, would stray 
Out of the road, and leave her by the way. 
LXVIl. 
And £0 the traitor’s troubled fancy rack 
Fear, doubt, and his own native, rancorous mood, 
‘That unawares he issued from the track, 
‘And found himself within a gloomy wood : 
‘Where a rough mountain reared its back, 
‘Whose stony peak above the forest stood ; 
The daughter of Dordona’s duke* behind, . 
Dogging his footsteps through the thicket blind. 


LxIx. 

‘He, when he saw himself within the brake, 
‘Thought to abandon his unweeting foe ; 
“Hor thelter ore the gathering darknem grow? 
“ For shelter ere the Ww 5 
“And, yonder mountain past, (save I mistake) 
“A tower is seated in the vale below. 
“Do you expect me then, while from the peak 
“T measure the remembered place T seek. 


* Bradamant. 
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LXx. 
So said, he pushed his courser up the height 
Of that lone mountain ; in his evil min 
Revolving, as he went, some scheme or sleight 
To rid him of the gentle dame behind. 
‘When lo! a rocky cavern met his ai 
Amid those precipices dark and blind: 
Ita sides descended thirty yards and more, 
Worked, smooth, and at the bottom was a door. 
LXXI. 
A void was at the bottom, where a wide 
Portal condueted to an inner room : 
From thence a light shone out on every side, 
‘As of a torch illumining the gloom. 
Fair Bradamant pursued her faithless guide, 
Suspended there, and pondering on her doom : 
And came upon the felon where he stood, 
Fearing lest she might lose him in the wood. 
‘When bi proach the County? first inte 
er 8 e County’s first intent 
‘Made vain, the wily ‘traitor Jought to mend 
His toils, and some new stratagem invent 
‘To rid her thence, or bring her to her end. 
‘And so to meet the approaching lady went, 
‘And showed the cave, and prayed her to asvend ; 
‘And said that in its bottom he had seen 
‘A gentle damsel of bewitching mien, 
LXXII. 
‘Who, by her lovely semblance and rich vest, 
Ay a lady of no mean $ 
But melancholy, weeping, and distressed, 
‘As one who pined there in captivity ; 
And that ‘when he towards the entrance eased, 
.To learn who that w maid might be, 
‘One on the melancholy "damsel flew, 
And her within that inner cavern drew. 
LXXIv. 
The beauteons Bradamant, who was more bold 
wary, gave a ready ear; and, bent 
‘To help the maid, imprisoned in that hold, 
Sought but the means to try the deep descent. 
Then, Jooking round, descried an elm-tree old, 
‘Which furnished present means for her intent ; 


And from the tree, with boughs and foliage stored, 
Lopt a long branch, and shaped it with her sword. 


carro Tit. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 





. CANTO IIL 
ARGUMENT. 
Restored to sense, the Bradament 


Brunello hight, hie virtuous ring to take; 
And thus the knight's ond others fetters break. 


L 
‘Wao will vouchsafe me voice that shall ascend 
As high as I would raise my noble theme P 
‘Who will afford befitting words, and lend 
‘Wings to my verse, to soar the pitch I scheme P 
Bince fiercer fire for such illustrious end, 
‘Than what was wont, may well my song beseem. 
For this fair pottion to my lord is due 
‘Which eings the sires from whom his lineage grew. 
VoL, I. D 
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‘Than whose fair line, il we by barn rc 


Chosen to minister this earth 
You seo not, Phosbus, in your daily race, 
rk lace; 
ite 5 
Sights wich glow 
my soul, 
turn about the pole 





Or. 
But should I seek at full ite worth to blaze, 
Not mine were needful, but that noble lyre 
Which sounded at your touch the thunderer’s praise, 
‘What time the giants sank in penal fire. 
‘Yet should you instruments, more fit to raise 
The votive work, bestow, as I desire, 
All labour and all thought will I combine, 
Mo shape and shadow forth the great dnign 


Till when, thie chisel may 9 suffice to scale 
‘The stone, and give my lines a right direction ; 
‘And heply fature wad may 8 
‘To bring the stubborn labour to perfection. 
Return we now to him, to whom the mail 
Of hawberk, shield, and helm, were small protection: 


I f Binabel the Maganzeze, 
Who hopes the th dames det won fl he sone 


‘The wily traitor thought thai damsel sweet 
‘Had perished on the darksome cavern’s floor, 
‘And with pale visage hurried his retreat 
From that, through him contaminated door. 

thence returning, clomb into his seat : 
Than ihe ous ho erickod rit bore, 
To add another sin to evil 
Bore off with him the warlike virgin's steed. 


VI. 
Leave we sometime the wretch who, while he layed 
Snares for another, wrought his proper doom ; 
‘And turn we to the damsel he betrayed, 
‘Who had nigh found at once her death and tomb. 
ecaNetecsr aah 
it her we ‘in loom, 
Beheld and passed that {nnor door, which gave 
Entrance to other and more spacious cave. 
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vil. 

For the first cavern in a second ended, . 
Fashioned in form of church, and large and square ; 
With roof by exnning architect exten 
On shafts of alabaster rich and rare. dod 
‘The flame of a clear-bi lamp 
Before the central altar ; the ieee 

Dluminating all the space about, 
Shone through the gate, and lit ‘the cave without. 


VIL. 
Touched with the san: “thoughts which wait 

On worthy -epiit in a holy place, 

the prays ch eager lips, lips, and heart elate, 
ved isposer arthly grace : 
And, inneellag, b hears a secret wicket grate 
In the opposing wall ; whenoe, face to face, 
‘A woman issuing forth, the maid addresses, 
Barefoot, ungirt, and with dishevelled tresses. 


x. 
“0 genorons Bradamant,” the matron oie, 
w thine arrival in. this hallowed hold 
“Was not unauthorized of heavenly guide : 
“ And the prophetic ghost of Merlin told, 
“Thou to this cave shoudst como by path untried, 
+ Which covers the renowned magician’s mould, 
“ And here have I long time awaited thee, 
«To tell what is the heavens’ pronounced decree. 


“This is the ancient memorable cave 
“Which Merlin’, that enchanter sage, did make : 
« Thou may'st have heard how that magician brave 
«Was chosted by the Lady of the Lake. 
“ Bales beneath the cavern, is the gra 

“Which holds his bones ; where f for that lady's sake, 

His limbs (for such her will) the wizard spread. 
“ Living he Jaid him there, and lies there dead. 


xL 
“Yet lives the spirit’ of immortal strain 
<cPodged in e enchanter’s cope to the skies 
The trumpet call it, or to en spain, 
‘As it with dove or raven’s wing shall 
“ Yet lives the voice, and thou shalt hear how plain 
“From ita sepulchral case of marble cries : 
“ Since this has still the past and future taught 
“ To every wight that has its counsel sought. 
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xIT 
“ a8 ee days have sinve I from distant land 
to this cemetery steer, 
“That in the solemn mysteries 1 scanned, 

«Merlin to me the hould Taine ts Path 

“ comy T plann 

“A month beyond, for ‘tee soar dea here ; 

“ Since Merlin, still with certain knowledge summing 
« Events, prefixed etn moment for thy coming.’ 


The daughter of Duke Amon hast, 
erin listened to nace oats she 
Rade nob, save oatealing at all that t passed, 


If ’twere a dream or ity, 

fie , With modest brow, and eyes down-cast, 
(like one that was all modesty), 

"Rad so one ie and have I merit 

“Worthy the spirit P” 


And fall of jo the sdventare bore strange pursues, 
Moving with read; ready haste behind the dame, 
‘Who brings her to the sepulchre which mews 

‘The bones and spirit, erst of Merlin’s name. 

be tomb, of hardest stone which masons use, 

Shone smooth and lucid, and as red as flame. 

So that although no sun-beam pierced the gloom, 
‘ho ublerrancons room. 


Whether it be the native operation 
Of certain stones, to shine like torch i’ the dark, 
Or whether force of spell or fumigation, 


The faze tha Doms palatial Kk 
e blaze tI t came 16 ar] 
Discovered sculpture, colour, gems, and 
Asda i ore he lg, 


Beareely had Bradamant Ayre the sill 
her foot, and trod the secret cave, 
‘When the live spirit, in clear tones phat thrill, 
Addressed the martial virgin from the 
“ May Fortune, chaste and noble mai 
“ Fhine Srery, wish " vez lsimed the wizard brave, 
“ Since from thy woml 8 prince race shall sprin, 
Whose name through Italy iy and earth tial) Boge” 
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“The noble blood derived om ancient Troy’, 
“ Minglingin thee its two most glorious streams, 
bbe the ornament, and flower, and joy, 
“Of every lineage on which Phasbus beams, 
‘Whore genial stars lond warmth or cold snncy, 
Ins, Tagus, Nile, or Danube gleams ; 
“Ain in thy progeny and long drawn line 
“Shall marquises, counts, dukes, and Cesars shine, 


both by Tnighy Im ee | pradent lore, 
«Shall once again to widowed Ital 
“* Hor ancient praise and fammo in ams restore ; 
“ And in her realms just lords shall seated be, 
«(Such Numa and Augustas were of yore), 
“Who with their government, benign and sage, 
“ Shall re-create on earth the golden age. 


xix. 
“«Then, that the will of Heaven be dul brought 
“To a fair end through h theo, in fitting date 


“And 
“Let thing i to break that 
«But boldly tread the path prescribed by 
“Nor let aught way thee Tht be tron 
«By thy ol 


‘Hence many sprites she chose ; but from what seat 
Evoked, I know not, or if called from ll; 

‘And gathered in one place (so bade the dame), 

In various garb and guise the shadows came. 


xx 
This done, into the church she called the maid, 
‘Where she had drawn s magi ring, savwide 
might contain 3 
‘With tho fall measure of a pal beride. 
Paced donee 
ntacle for more assurance tied.* 
ade her hold her peace, and stand and look, 
ead, and schooled the demons from her book. 
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XXIL. 

Lo! forth of that first cave what countless swarm 
‘Presses upon the circle’s sacred round, 
But, when they would tho magic rampart storm, 
Finds the way barred aa if by fosse or mound; 
Then back the rabble turns of various form ; . 
And when it thrice with bending march has wound . 
About the circle, troops into the cave, 
‘Where stands that beauteous urn, the wizard’s grave 
To tell at large the deer eta and worth 

‘0 tell at puissant acts and worth, 

“And name of each who, figured in a sptite, 
« Ts present to our eyes before his birth,” 
Said sage Melissa to the damsel bright ; 
“To tell the deeds which they act on earth, 
“Were labour not to finish with the night. 
“Hence I shall call few worthies of thy line, 
“ As time and fair occasion shall combine. 











XXIV. 
¢ yonder first-born of thy noble breedy 
well reflects thy fair and joyous face ; 

“He, first of thine and of Rogore's e004, 

Shall plant in Italy thy generous race. 

“In him behold who shall distain the mead, 

« And his good sword with blood of Pontier base ; 
“The mighty wrong chastised, and traitor's guilt, 
“By whom his princely father’s blood was spilt. 


xxv. 
“By him King Desiderius shall be iS 
"the valent lender of the Lombaed horde 
“ And of the fiefs of Calaon and Esto 
is imperial Charles shall 


“Hugh, the bold son, ia with tho sire, and ho 


“See Berengarius banished, and his son, 





owreee» Google 
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“Wit hil hernia a 
O noble.line 11° 


vide ‘who overbear , ° 
sovereign pontiff take, 
their. léajuer break. 





Bid 
a will donoy™ 
and ‘comniahd 


\ 1 far a 
\ anyn'ecrthern land. 
\ ony shall stay, 


ho shal posses 
‘lows. 


dy such es dears 
5 fatare 
8, chaste se Ee 


xxx, 
# Bis vin virtue shall dederve o ine flower," ’ 
in wot, no common. grace) 
i lfothold te ale half of Italy. in'dower, * 
«With that descondant of fitet Henry's race. 





ots gait 


“ Bierce Frederick Barbarossa’s bands ; 
“ Saving the church from Te epaciou ands, « 


Xxxt- 
“ Another Azo rules’ Verona’s town," " 
“ With its fair fields ; cad ne great chiefs this while 
“ “ (Ono wears the papal, one the imperial crown),# 
baron, Marquis of Ancona style. 
“ But to show all who rear the 
“Of the consistory, amid that file, 
“ Were task too long ; as long to tell each deed 
“ Achieved for Rome by'thy devoted seed. 
* Otho IV. Honorius II. 
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Bee Falke and Obyson,"* , Haghs ! 

“« 8 Bn mn,‘ more Azos, 
“Both Henrys !—mark the father and his boy. 
“Two Guelphs: the first fair Umbria’s land subdues,"* 
“And shall Spoleto's ducal erown enjoy. 


a Behold a the prose Pong gto oy 


<P aboal of the Ah’ Are 
«By whom shall Ezelin be q of end slain, 


xXxxnO1. 
“Fierce Ezelin, that most inhuman lord, 
“Who shall be deemed by men a child of hell, 
“ And work such evil, thinning with the sword 
“Who in Ausonia’s wasted cities dwell ; 


«Bn th th toate and shame 
“Put Frederick, 


XXXIv. 
“ He, with his better sceptre well content 


«Where Cygne, is pintona andthe gonted 
«Where ions, anc soent 
« Amer wad wept as abl Poet deine 
“To him such honour shall the church decree ; 
“Fit guerdon of his works, and valour’s fee. 


XXXV. 
“Bat does no Ianrel for his brother twine * 
« Aldobrandino, who will carry 
“To Rome (when Otho, with U Tae Ghibeline, 
“Into the troubled capital strikes fear), 
“And make the Umbri and Piceni sign 
“ "Their shame, and sack the cities far and near ; 
“Then to relieve the sacred hold, 
“Bue to the neighbouring Florentine for gold : 
XXXVI. 


“dnd trust a noble brother to bis hands pind: 
** Boasting no to 
“Aga ae rn ye Gea a 
“ re tm it to 
«Mo the afilicted church restore her lands, 
And take due vengeance of Celano’s kind. 
“Then die, cut off in manhood’s early flower, 
“ Beneath the banners of the Papal power P 

© The Emperor Frederick the Sesond, 
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XXXVI. 

“ He, dying, leaves his brother Azo heir 

“ esaro and fair Ancona’s reij 

“ And all the cities which ‘twixt ito are,? 
“And green Iesnro's stream, from mount to main; 
«Witter 

“ Greatness of “od ath widheat's dain, 
wit eae is Rortane's ms ths movtal state 1 
“But Virtue soars beyond her love and hate. 


XXXVI. 
“In good Rinaldo equal worth shall 
« (Buch is the promise of his earl ‘i 
“Tf such a hope of thine exalted line, 
“Dark Fato and Fortune wreck not in their ire. 
“Alas | from Naples in this distant sbrine, 
“Naples, whore he is hostage for his sre, 
of thy race, 
“Hoar po a a plana ee 
XXX, 
Nag Bong, jiuol to Mode ‘Modena's ied land, 
“ to ‘8 
‘ Ard his tedoabted valour lend such light, 
“The willing people call him to command. 
< Bizth of the name, his Azo rears upright 
“The church’s banner in his noble han 
“Fair Adria’s fief to him in dower shall bring 
“Tho child of second Charles, Sicilia’s king. 





» Ni 
“But them b {tr better speed, 
“nce and their fenta and fame; 
“With Adria \hoter held and surer gain) 
“Which gives her title to the 


xu. 
And that fair town, whose produce is the rose," 

“The rose which gives it name in Grecian 

“That, too, which fishy marshes round enclose,” | 
“And Po's two currente throat with double breach ; 
‘Whose townsmen loath the lary calnfs repose, 
“ And pray that stormy waves may lah the betc. 
“«Tpass, mid towns and towers, a countlees store, 
 Argente, Lugo, and a thousand more, 


ar 
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XLI. 
‘ Soe Nicholas, whom in his tender age," 
“The willing people shall elect thets lord; 
“ He who sl to scorn the civil rage 
“ Of the rebellic deus and his horde ; 
«Whose infantine delight shall be to wage 
“The mimic fight, and sweat with spear and sword : 
“ And through the discipline such nurture yields, 
“Shall flourish as the flower of martial fields, 








XLIM. 

“By him rebellious plans are overthrown, 
«“And turned upon the rash contriver’s head ; 
‘And to each stratagem of warfare blown, 
“That vainly shall the cunning toils be spread. 
“To the third Otho this too late is known, 
“Of Parma and the pleasant Reggio dread ; 
“Who ahall by him be oiled in sudden strife, 
“ Of his possessions and his wretched life. 


“ And the Divine Disposer be content 
«To let it flourish (such his heavenly love !) 
“While the celestial spheres revolve above. 


XLV. 
“Lo! Lionel! lo! Borso great and kind !* 
“ First duke of thy fair race, his realm’s delight ; 
“Who reigns secure, and shall more trit find 
“Tn peace, than warlike princes win in fight. 
“ ‘Who straggling Fury’s hands ehall tie behind 
“ Her back, and prison Mare, removed from sight. 
“ His fair endeavours bent to bless and stay 
“The people, that his sovereign rule obey. 
Lo! Hercules, who a his neighbour,” 
“Lo! wi reproach neigl 5 
“ With foot half ‘burn. an halting gait ‘and slow, 
“That at Budrio, with protecting sabre, 
“He saved his troops from fatal overthrow ; 
“Not that, for guerdon of his glorious labour, 
“ He should distress and vex him as a foe ; 
“Chased into Barco. It were hard to say, 
“ If most he shine in peace or martial fray. 
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VII. 
“Lucania, Puglis, and Calabria’s 
TGhal wich sunost of Lae prowess rng 
“ Where he shall strive in duel, hand to hand,** 
« And gain the praise of Catalonia's king. 


XLVIII. 
“TTo him his grateful city owes a debt, 
“The greatest subjects to their lord can owe; 
“Not that he moves her from a marsh, to set 
“ Her stones, where Ceres’ fruitful treasures grow. 
“Nor that ho shall enlarge her bounds, nor yet 
“That he shall fence her walls against the foe; 
“Nor that he theatre and dome repairs, 
“‘And beautifies her streets and goodly squares ; 
xix. 


“ Not that he keeps his lordship well defended 
“From the winged lions’ claws and fierce attacks ;** 
“Nor that, when Gallic ravage is 
“ And the invader all Italia sacks, 
«His happy stato alone i unoffended 
by toll or tax. 
“Not ete ren I recount, and more 
“ His grateful realm _ Hercules adore ; 


"Set a om in al ing lo BES ood ; 
“ » leay no ve 

“ R¥ho shal be Sretiueres 
“ just mao, F ite the he good’, 
 And’as each twin 7 Hey 

«His fellow to redeem oa Siygie flood, 

«So each of ede SI ed an breath, 
© And for his brother brave perpetual death. 


UW. 
« In these fro princes’ excellent affection, 


“Their Hioges more assurance fee, 
«Than if bode neble tow, ie protection, 
«Were girded twice by. Volean's work of etc. 


‘ And 80 Alphonso in his good 
“Justice, with knowledge and with ioe shall deal, 
« ‘Astrea shall appear returned from heaven, 


“To this low to varying seasons given, 
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Li. 
“ Well is it that his wisdom shines as bright 
“ As his good sire’s, nor is his valour less ; 
“Sine here usurping Venice arms for fight, 
“ And her fall troops his seanty numbers press, 
«There she (I know not if more justly hight® 
‘ Mother or stepmother) brings ew distro 88 5 
“But, if a mother, scarce to him more mild 
“ Than Progne or Medes to her child. 


LO. 
“This chief, what time soever he shall go 
“ Forth with his faithful crew, by night or day, 


“Led Sgninst former friends in bloody fray, 
“ bedew the champaign with their blood, 
“ By Santern, Po, and Zaniolas® food. 


“The city taken; but shall dearly pay ; 

“ His crime, the town retrieved, and Victor slain : 
«Binoo in the rescued city not a groom 

“Ts left alive, to bear the news to Rome. 





chivalry of Franc 
The victory over Julius, Jeagued with 8 
“ Paunch-deep in human bl 


“Mid crowded fields which scarce a grave supply, 
“ Where Greek, Italian, Frank, ‘and Spaniard dis. 


LVI. 
“Lo! who in priestly vesture clad, is crowned 
“With purple hat, conferred in hallowed dome! 
“Tis he, the wise, the liberal, the renowned 
«_ Hippolitas, great cardinal of Rome i 
“ actions shall in every region sound, 


“To whose glad era, by indulgent hea 
“Ast Augustus’ is's Maro given” 
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LVIL. 
“His deods adorn his race, as from his oar 
“The glorious sun illumes the subject earth 
“More than the silver moon or lesser star ; 
“ So far all others he transcends in worth. 


and 
«Backed by few bot and foyer cavaliers* 
“He homeward barks, and fifteen gallies steers. 
‘Two Sigi is, the fst the seoond, 
“ on 5 
«"'To these Alphonso’ five good sons suoceed 5 


«This isthe sooond Hercules; and he, 
Youmay know their every name and dood), 
“Hipp; ip wih tho i shal ain, 


“ 


“thet sare eg 
Fak virgins woeld too lng protect tay sty 
Bice tenes “gan ei La ce day. 
“Then, wit ch thy Jes leave, ‘tis time the pageant cease, 
“ And I dismiss the aralanaeaiaeeel 


Se wth the Indy’ are ts vale ltd 
her will the spirits bent. 
And dat thay otore’N Merlin’s ancient bones reposed, 
From the first cavern » Went. 
Et Bradamant her eager lips unclosed, 
the divine enchantreas gave consent; a 
Siyee who,” she cried, “ that pair of sorrowing mien } ° 
“ Alphonso and Hippolins between P 


ighing, those youths chnnood amid the show, 
brows with shame and sorrow overcast, 
With downward look, and gait subdued and slow 3 
“T saw the brothers shun them as they passed.” 
Melissa heard the dame with signs of woe, 
‘And thus, with streaming eyes, exclaim’d at last : 
“Ab! lucklese youths" with vain lusions fod, 

“ Whither by wicked men’s bad counsel led! 


($1 
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LXIL 
“0, worthy seed of Hercules the 
“Let not their guilt beyond thy love prevail ; 
« Bormay prevailing phy tare the vale” 
“ may ili urn the scale !” 
‘And ing cod and tefter tone purpued, 
“I will not farther press the inful tale. 
“ Chew on fair fancy’s food: Nor deem unmeet 
“I will not with a bitter chase the sweet. 
LX. 





“Buch new instructions for the future way, 
“That thou no more shalt need Melissa's tay.” 
LXIV. 
All night the maid reposes in the cave, 
the best part in talk with Merlin spends ; 
‘While with persuasive voice the wizard grave 
Bil rom abe vault goes forth shat siega b 
i vault, for irgin brave, 
Aa through the sky the ising ru snd, 
‘long space obscure on either side, 
The weird wesao stil her fathfal waite 


And they all das fol on without nope, 

nd: toil on, without | . 
‘Where precipiose frowned and torrenta ran 
And (what may some diversion interpose) 
|Sweet subjects of discourse together scan, 
‘Tn conference, which best might make appear 
‘The rugged road less dismal and severe. 


LXV. 
They gain a hidden glen, which heights inclose, 
ible to man : 


Of these th i red to 

e the greater portion serv 
(Buch the wise woman's scope) the warlike dame ; 
‘And teach by what device might be untied 

ero’s gyves, if stedfast were her 
«If thou wert Mars himself, or Pallas,” cried 
The sage Melissa; “though with thee there came 
“More than King Charles or Agramant 
« Against the wisard foe thou could’st not stand. 
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LXVII. 
«« Besides that it is walled about with stee., . 
“ And ine: le his tower, and high ; 
“Besides that his swift horse is taught to wheel, 
And caracol and gallop in mid sky, 
He boars a shield of er to seal, 
“ ‘As soon as “tis exposed, eye; : 
“ ‘And so invades each sense the splendour shed, - 
“That he who sees the blaze remains ss dead. 


Ixvuit. 

“And Jot to shat thine eyon hon should’ st rappoee , 
“ Might serve, contending with the wizard knight ; 
« How would’stthou know, when both in combat close, 
« When he strikes home, or when the P 
“ But to escape the blaze which blinds his foes, 

“« And render vain each necromantio sleight, — 
«Have here a speedy mean which cannot miss ; 
“Nor can the world afford a way but this. 


Lx. 
« King Agramant of Africa ring q 
“Thieved from an Indian queen** by subtle guiles, 
“« Has to a baron of his following 
“ onsignod, who now precedes us by few miles ; 
“ he. Who wears the gift shall bring 
“To nought all sorceries and magic wiles. . 
“ Tn thefts and cheats Branello is as well 
«Tnstructed, as the sage in charm and spell. 
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UXXIL 
“That thon may’st recognise the man, in height 
“Toes than ex palma, observe one a this ‘en 
“Of black and curly hair the dwarfish wight! 
«Wath ahagey brows asks eyers and sony 
“Wit row, swoln eyes, and cloudy sighi 
«A nose cles: fatioced, anda sallow skins?” 
“To this, that I may make my sketch complete, 
“Suocinetly clad, like courier, goes the cheat. 


LXXII. 
“Thy converaation with this man shall fur 
“ tment, 8 mystic pact: 
ope ie ohale ae ee ta phish el 
“Do prove the wizard’s aa is the fact, 
“ But, lady, let him not thy knowledge learn 
“Of Bis good ing which shary all magi nt: 
ropose to, bri a8 8 gui 
“To the tall castle, whither thou woull'st ride. 
How him close, and vowing (f 
“ Follow hi , and viewing (for a sign), 
«Now near the fortrean of the enchetter hoes 
« Let no false pity there thy mind incli 
«'To stay the execution of my lore. 
“Give him his death; but let him not divine | 
“Thy thought, nor grant ite ; for before 
“Thlne eyes, ‘by it, the caitff slips 
“If once he place the ring between his lips.” 
LXXV. 
aan Discoursing thus, they came upon the sea 
mo ‘Where Garonne near fair Bordeaux meets the tide ; 
ras Here, fellow travellers no more to be, 


Nr ural tears ¢ and then divide. 
GM : Dike Agen ci, ho shen ot ila 
“ LY Release night, Holds on till oven-tide 
vy NI = "Twas then the at a hostel rested, 
U¢> Where Sir Brunello was already guested. 


LXXvVI. 

The maid Brunello knows as soon as found 
(owas his on her mind impressed), 

1d asks him whence he came, whither bound ; 
And he replies and lies, as he is pressed. 

‘The dame, who is forewarned, and knows her ground, 
Feigns too as well as he, and lies her best : 

‘And changes sex and sect, and namo and land, 
And her quick eye oft glances at his hand ; 
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LXXVII. 
‘Oft glances at his restless hand, in fear 
it he might undetected make some prise ; 
Nor ever lets the knave approach too near, 
‘Well knowing his condition : In this gui 
The couple stand together, when they 
A sudden sound: but what that sound implies 
I, ir, shall tell hereafter with its cause ; 
But first ahall break my song with fitting pause, 


CANTO Iv. 


ARGUMENT. 


The old Atlantes euffers fatal wreck, 
Foiled by the ring, and young Rogero freed, 
Who soare in air till he appears a speck, 
Mounted upon the wisard’s winged steed, 
Obedient to the royal Charles's beck, 
He who had followed Love's imperious lead, 
Rinaldo, disembarks on British land, 
‘And saves Geneure, doomed to stake and brand. 
IL 
‘Tuoven an ill mind appear in simulation, 
‘And, for the most, such quality offends ; 
"Tis plain that this in many a situation 
Is found to farther beneficial ends, 
‘And save from blame, and danger, and vexation ; 
Since we converse not always with our friends, 
In this, loss clear than clouded, mortal lifo, 
Beeet with snares, and full of envious strife. 
IL 
If after painful proof wo scarcely find 
A real friend, through various chances sought, 
To whom we mej commonieste our mind, 
ing no watch upon our wandering thought 5 
‘What sbould the young Rogero’s lady kind © 
Do with Branello, not sincere, but fraught 
‘With treasons manifold, and false and tainted, 
As by the good enchantress truly painted P 
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1. 

She foigns as well with that deoeitfal scout 
(Fitting with him the father of all lies) 

‘atches his thievish hands in fear and doubt ; 
And follows every motion with her eyes. 

wv Otmighty mothe! ag of heaven I” she 
What theo thie Ter” uly gm 
“What is this I hear?” and quickly sprin, 
Towards the piace om pitenoe the lana seope tial 


I. 
‘And sees the host and all his family, 
"Where, one to door, and one to yindow slips, 
With eves upturned and gasing at the sky, 
As if to witness comet or ecli 
‘And there the lady views, with wondering eye, 
‘Wit h ad aeatestallored frm ote ‘tbo 
feathered courser, sailing yack, 
Who bra red night upon eo 


Broad were his pinions, ant ‘of various hue ;* 
Seated Tteee a knight the saddle pressed, | 
Clad in steel arms, which wide their radiance threw, 
His wonderous course directed to the west : 
There dropt am mong the ‘mountains lost to view, 
And this was, as that host informed his guest, 
(And true the tale) a sorcerer, who made 

fow farther, now more near, his frequent raid. 
VL 

“ He, sometimes towering, soars into the skies ; 
“Then seems, descending, but to skim the ground: 
“ And of all beauteous women makes a prize, 
“Who, to their mischief, in these parts are found. 
“ Hence, whether in their own or * eyes, 
«Esteemed as fair, the wretched damsels round, 
«(And all in fact the felon plunders) hide ; 
“ As fearing of the sun to be descried. 


VIL. 
“A castle on the Pyrenean hei 

“The ccuromancer Keeps ie ork of 
(The host relates) of atecl, ao fair and 

‘All nature cannot match the wonderous a 

“‘There many cavaliers, to prove their might, 

« Have gone, but none ‘returned the tale to tell. 
“So that I doubt, fair sir, the thief enthralle 
“ Or alays whoever in the encounter falls.” 


i Saracen, 

‘Well suited to her ends, the host had got 

A palfrey, fitting for the road or field. 

She bought the steed, and as Aurora shot 

‘Her rosy rays, rode forth with spear and shield : 
‘And maid and courier through a valley wind, 
Brunello now before and now behind, 


x. 
From wood to wood, from mount to mountain hoar, 
They clomb a saramit, which in cloudless sky 
Discovers France and Spain, and either shore. 
As from @ peak of Apennine the eye? 
May Tuscan and Sclavonian sea explore, 
There, whence we journey to i 


\doli. 
ha th and painful wended, - 
nite vale descended. 


Which thence into a low! 


xi. 
A rock from that deep valley’s centre springs ; 
Bright walls of steel about its summit go: 


this as high that airy summit flings, 
‘As it leaves the neighbouring eli low. 
He may not scale the height who has not wings 
‘And vainly would each painful toil bestow. 
“Lo! where his prisoners!” Sir Brunello cries, 
“ Ladies and cavalier the enchanter sties.” 
zB 
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“XIII. 
Ser smooth four , the mountain bare 
soe fachionbd with plumb, nb, by builder's skill 


The castle seemed the very nest ‘ada 

Of animal, supplied with plume and quill 
‘Aud here the knows ‘tis time to slay 
‘The wily dwarf, and take the ring away. 


XIV. 
But deems it foul, with blood of man to stain 
Unarmed and of so base a sort, her brand ; 
Bor wel, without his doath, she may obtain 
iy ring ; and so her hand. 
Branco off his guard, with little 
Sho seized, and stro iy bound wit gixding band 
Then to a lofty fast the string 
Bet hens his Boer feet ‘withdrew the fing. 


xv. 
Neither by tears, nor nor sound of woe, 
To ad the siedfast maid the dwarf had power 
She down the hill descended son 
Until she reached the plain beneath the tower. 
Then gave her bugle breath, the keep below, 
To call the castled’ wizard to the stower: 
And when the sound was finished, threatening cried, 
And called him to the combat and defied. 


xvi 
Not lon within his the enchanter stay 

Tend the vctoo and bugle ring. red, 
deat the foe, who seemed man, arrayed 
Tn arms, with him the horse is on the wing. 
But his appearance well consoled the maid, 
Who, with small cause for fear, beheld him bring 
Nor mace, nor rested lance, nor biting sword, 
‘Wherewith th corecet might be bruted or gored 


Tin his left arm alone his ahveld he tok, 
Fn ght hod he held an crime oes 
t- 00] 
Whencey a th ter reed, strange wonder grow: 
For often tinea, to rele Ne the lanos he shook; 
‘And flinching eyelids could not bide the view ; 
‘With tuck or mnco ho soemed to amite the foe 
But sate aloof and had not struck a blow. 
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XVIIL 
"No empty fétion wrought magic lore, 
But netural was the steed the wizard pressod : 
or him a fly to gia bore 


and beak and 
peed f Bee tire, os feet before ; crests 
Bat like the mare, his dam, 1 tee 


Such on Riphean hills, though rarely found, 
‘Are bred, beyond the frozen ooean's bound. 
xIx. 
Drawn by enchantment from his distont Inir, 
The wizard thought but how to tame the foal; 
And, in 8 month, instructed him to bear 
Baddie and bit, snd gallop to the goal ; 
And execute on or in mid air, 
‘All shifts of manege, course and caracole ; 
He with such labour ht. This is only real, 
Hikes al ao eet wen and ideal A 
Ve aw 


Tig tah by hn its ete actin) ASE 
ose sleig] it for low, hlack for = 
But all his vain ‘enchantment. sould eae e aN 

The maid, whose virtuous ring assured her sight : 

fe she her blows discharges at the wind ; 

And spurring here and there prolongs the fight. 
So drove or wheeled her steed, and smote at ecought, 
And practised all she had before been taught. 


Xx. 
alo she sometime had fought upon her horse, 
she from the courser on her feet descends: 


by 
‘Tho wizard, to display his last resource, 
Unweeting the Seeee Nowards her wends. 
‘Ho bares the shield, secure to blind his foe, 
‘And’by the magic light, astonished, throw. 


XxIL. 
‘The shield might have been shown at first, nor he 
Needed fo Beep ths covalers at bay; 
Foes hoe some master-stroke to see, 
ehieved by lance or sword in single fray. 
Je Nits tho captive mouse, in sportive gle, 
Tho wily cat i sometimes seen to 
‘waxing wroth, or weary rize, 
Bho bites, and at a snap the prisoner dies. 
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XXIII. 
To cat and mouse, in battles fought before, 
T liken the magician and his foes ; 
But the comparison holds good no more : 
For, with the ring, the maid against him goes ; 
Firm and attentive still, and watching sore, 
Lest upon her the wizard should impose : 
And aa she sees him bare the wondrous shield, 
Closes her eyes and falls upon the field. 


XXIV. 
Not that the shining metal could offend, 
As wont those ra, from its cover freed ; 
But so the damsel did, to make descend 
‘The vain enchanter from his wonderous steed. 
‘Nor was in ought defeated other e end; ad 
For she no sooner on the gr 
Had laid her head, than w! ag ay round, 
The flying courser itched u y 


Alread) cused | again, the sb stad was hung, 
magician, at his saddle bow. 

Bolg lights and see and seeks her, who like wolf among 
The bushes, couched in thicket, waits the roe ;: 
She without more delay from ambush sprung, 
‘As he drew near, and grappled fast the foe. 
That wretched man, the volume by whose aid 
He all his none <i 


‘And ran to bind her with n chain, which he, 
Girt round about him for such purpose, wore ; 
Because he deemed she was no less to be 
Mastered and bound than those subdued before 
‘Him hath the dame already flung ; by me 
with reason, if he strove not more. 
For fearful were the odds between that bold 
‘And puissant maid, and warrior weak and old! 
XXVIL. 
Intending to to behead the fallen foe 
conquering. hand ; but in mid space, 
When She bobolds his visage, ge, stops the blow, 


a revengt 
Bho oes aes her prowess haa laid low, 

A venerable sire, with sorrov face ; 

Whose hair and wrinkl a ti to her guess, 
Of years six score and ten, or little less. 
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XXVIII. 

“ Kill me, for love of God!” (afflicted sore, 

‘The old enchanter fall of wrath did ery) 

But the victorious damsel was not more 

‘Averse to kill, than he was bent to die. 

To know who was the necromancer hoar 

‘The gentle lady had desire, and wh; 

‘The tower he in that savage place designed, 

Doing such outrage foul to all mankin 


XIX. 
“Nor I, by malice moved, alas! poor wight,” 
(The weeping necromancer answer mado, 
* Built the fair castle on the rocky height, 
«Nor yet for rapine ply the robber's trade; 
“But only to redeom a gentle ight 
“ From di gore and death, by love was swayed ; 
“ Who, as the skies foreshow, in little season, 
“Ts doomed to die a christian, and by treason, 


xxx. 
“ The sun beholds not ’twixt the poles, a Child 
“So excellent as him, and fair ; 
“Who from his infancy, Hogero styled, 
“ (Atlantes I) was tutored by my care. 
“ By love of fame and evil stars beguiled, 
“ He follows into France Troyano’s heir.* 
“Him, in my eyes, than son esteemed more dear, 
“I seek to snatch from France and peril near. 


XXXI 
“only built the beauteous keep to be 
< Bogero's dungeon, safely harboured there 
«Who whilom was subdued in fight by me, 
“ As I to-day had hoped thyself to snare, 
“And dames and knights, and more of high degree, 
“Haro to this tower conveyed, his lt to share 
“ ith such partners of his prison pent, 
“ He might the loss of freedom less lament. 


XXXL 
“Save they should seek to break their dungeon's bound, 
“T grant my inmates every other pleasure. 
“ For whateoever in the world is found, 
“Search ita four quarters, in this keep I treasure ; 
“(Whatever heart can wish or tongue can sound) 
“ Sates, bravo tire, game, sport oF mirthfal measure. 
“ My fleld well sown, I well had reaped my grain, 
“But that thy, coming makes my labour vain, 


© Agramant, 
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XXXII. 
“ Ab! them unless thy heart loss beauteous be 
“Than thy sweet face, mar not my pious care ; 
“Take my steel buckler, this I give to thee, 
« And take that horse, which flies so fast in sir, 
“Nor meddle with my castle more ; or freo 
“Ono or two eaptive Friends, the rest forbear=+ 
“Or (for I crave but this) release them all, 
“So that Rogero but remain my thrall. 


Or if dinposed to take hima fom 

“ Or if di @ hit m my sight, 

“Before the youth be into Pranee coer oved, 
“Be pleased to free my miserable sprite 
“ From its now rotted bark, long since decayed.” 
“ Prate as thou wilt, I shall restore the knight 
«To liberty,” replied the martial maid, 

“ Nor offer shield and courser to resign, 
“Which are not in thy gift,—already mine. 
XXXvV. 

“ Nor were they thine to take or to bestow, 
“Would it appear that such exchange were wise; 
“Thou sayest to save him from what stars fbreshow, 
“ And cheat an evil influence of the skies 

«c Bogero is confined. Thou canst not know, 

“Or knowing, canst not change his destinies : 

“ For, if unknown an ill so near to thee, 

“ Far less mayest thou another's fate foresee. 


XXXVI. 
“Seek not thy death from me; for the petition 
“Hi mado in vain but if for death thot sigh, 
“Though the whole world refused the requisition, 
«A tool resolved wold fd the mea fo dies 
«But ope thy to gi Ny Faeeta diem 
«Bofoee thing band thet knot of fe untie.”” 
So spake the scornful dame with mock, 
Speeding her captive still towards the rock. 
XXXVO. 
Bound by the conqueror with the chain he bore, 
Atlantes walked, the dameel following nigh, 
Who trusted not to the magician hoar, 
Although he seemed subdued in port and eye. 
‘Nor many paces went the pair, before 
They at the mountain's fod the clef py, 
Wit steps by which the rugged hill to round; 
And climb, till fo the onatlegate they wound : 
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XxLmt, 

se stconaleg and ke atecd ak tll th was nigh 
ant si t til e was nigh, 

‘Then spread his pinions to the liquid airy 

‘And at short distance lt, half'mountain high : 

And, as she follows him with fruitless care, 

Nor longer fight nor shorter will he try. 

“Tis thus the raven, on some sandy beach, 

Lures on the dog, and fite beyond his reach. 

XLIV. 


XLV. 

This was Atlantes the enchanter’s deed, 
Whose pious wishes still directed were, 
To 00 Rogero from his peril freed : 
‘This was his only thought, his only care; 
‘Who for such end dispatched the winged steed, 
Him out of E by this sleight to ‘. 
Bogero took his bridle, but in tain 
For he was restive to the guiding rein. 

XLVI. 

‘Now the bold youth from his Frontino flings 
(Frontino was his gentle courser hight) 
‘Then leaps on him who towers in air, and 
And goats 





‘Than hawk, from which the falconer plucks away 
In time the blinding hood, and pointe her prey. 


Bhe stood long space amazed, ere she returned 
To her right judgement, and sound wits again : 
‘And what she erst of Ganymede had learned, 
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XLVIIL 
She on Rogero looks with stedfast eyes 
As As long as as feeble sight can serve her use ; 


‘When sight in vain the cherished 
And still renewing sar gen ar 


XLIX. 

And lest the courser should become the 
Of the first traveller, who the glen, 
Him will not loave ; bat, thenoe enoe to bee aay 
Besolves, in trust to see his lord again. 
‘The griffin soars, nor can Rogero stay 
‘The flying courser ; while, beneath his ken, 
Each peat and promontory sinks in guito, 

inoerns not fat mountain-rise. 


After the hip has won such height, 
‘That he is lessened to a point, he bends 
‘His course for where the sun, with sinking light, 
‘When he goes round the heavenly crab, descends 
‘And shoots air, like well-greased bark and light, 
‘Which through the sea a wind propitious sends. 
‘Him leave we on his way, who welt stall speed, 
And turn we to cone ial 


Day after sa gh go id hy 
wind, ious ocean throug] 
Now testwand bore and now towards the Brass; 
Hor night and day the conselens tempest blew. 
Scotland at last her dusky coast 
Aba ives the Caledoniaa wood to view ; 
its shadowy groves of ancient oak, 
Ott acho te champion’ sturdy etroke. 
Li. 


this roves many a famous cavalier, 
Renowned for feat in arms, of British strain ; 
‘And throng from distant land, or country near. 
French, Norse, or German knights, a numerous train. 
Whore sesking glory, death may be lis ea 

may gain. 

How lath Gdisuate and Ganyatee fought 
‘And well Sir Launcelot and Tristram wrought. 
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Lit. 
And other worthies of the table round ; 
OF cithor table, whether old or new)é a; 
88 ies yet remain upon the $ 
Broof of ther vlan! fente,"Binallg true 
Forthwith his armour and Bayardo found, 
‘And landed on the woody coast: The crew 
He bade, with all the haste they might, re ir 
To Berwick’s ner aie wait 


Without & guide or com; nay he went 
h that that wide forest, y choosing now this way, 
Noe tee now other, as it might present 
of adventurous quest or hard assay : 
ite the first day's cirling sun is spent, 
in an abbey gray: 

Whites pen much wealth in ‘pouring those who claim 
Tis shelter, warlike ight or wandering 


‘The monks and abbot to Mount ATban's 
A goodly weleome in their house 
ad, but not before with savoury cheer 
He amply hed his wearied restored, 
If in that tract, by errant cavalier, 
Often adventurous quest might be explored, 


In which y de 
Pic poye ne ro eed, 


answered, in those woods he might be sure 
and strange adventures would be found ; 

But deeds, there wrought, wore, ike the place, obscure, 

‘And, for the grester part, not bruited round. 


“Then seek (they said) a worthier quest, secure 
“ Your works wil hot be bared ndergronnd. 
“So thatthe glorious act achieved, at-due, 


«Fame may your peril and your pain pursue. 
Lvi. 
“And if you would your warlike worth assay, 
the worthiest enterprize to hear, 

“That, or ia tines of old oF presont day, 

“Was undertaken by a cavalier. 

<. Qur monarch’s daughter needs some friendly stay, 
“Now sore against a puissant 

«<Tiaruanto is the dowghty barbs nase 

“Who would bereave her both of life and fame. 
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LVIII. 

“ Her he before ner father does pursue, 
“Perchance yet more for hatred than for right ; 
“And vouches, to « gallery she upézew 
“A lover, seen by him, at dead of night. 
“Hence death by fire will be the damsel’s due, 
“Such is our law, unless some champion fight 
“On her behalf, and, ere 8 month go by, 

“ (Nigh spent) npon the accuser prove the lie. 


Lx. 

“ Our impious Scottish law, severe and dread, 

“ Wills, that @ woman, whether low or high 

“ Her state, who takes a man into her 

“Except her husband, for the offence shall die. 

“Nor is there hope of ransom for her head, 

“Unless to her defence some warrior hie ; 

“And as her champion true, with spear and shield, 

“Maintain her guiltless in the listed field. 


LX. 
“The king, sore grieving for Geneura bright, 
“For such is hs unhs yy daughter's name, 
“Proclaims by town and city, that the knight 
“Who shall deliver her from death and shame, 
“ He to the royal damsel will unite, 
“ With dower, well suited to a dame ; 
“80 that the valiant warrior who has stood 
“In her defence, be come of gentle blood. 
But if within a month xo knight ppear, 
“But if within a month no knight aj 4 
“Or coming, conquer not, the damsel dies. 
“« A like emprize were worthier of your 
“Than wandering through these woods in lowly guise. 
« Besides, the eternal trophy you shall rear, 
«You by the deed shall gain a glorious prize, 
“ The sweetest flower of all the ladies fair 
“That betwixt Ind and Atlas’ pillars are. 
LXII. 
“ And you with wealth and state shall guerdoned be, 
So that you evermore may live content, 
“ And the king’s grace, if through our means he see 
« His honour raised anew, now well-nigh spent, 
« Besides, you by the laws of chi 
“Are bound to vs the damsel ehent. 
“ For she, vwhoee life is by such treason sought, 
“Is chaste and spotless in the common thought.” 
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SS PSERIQ_ 
wre? 
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Rinaldo mused awhile, and then 
“And must a gentle damsel tis bp we, 
“ Bocauo che sath lovers wah vompie, 
(And quenched within her arms his fond desire F 
be the law by which the dame is tried! 
«Gumeed be tho wo id permit a doom o dire ! 
« Perih (each fate were just!) who cruel proves! 
“ Not she that life bestows on him who loves. 
LXIv. 
"Or true or false Geneura's tale of shame ; 
{ “Tf she her lover bleased I little heed 
“For this my praise the lady well might claim, - 
“Tf manifest were not that gentle de 
“My every thought is turned to aid the dame. 
“ Get abut one to guide my steps and lead 
“ Quickly to where the foul accuser stands, 
“T trpst in God to loose Geneura’s bands. 
LXv. 
“I will not vouch her guiltloss in my thought, 
“Tn fear to warrant what is false; but 
“ Boldly maintain, in such an act is nought 
“For which the damsel should deserve to die ; 
« And ween unjust, or else of wit distraught, 
“Who statutes framed of such prety 
Which, as iniquitous, 
«ed ie na aad better sole ceelosed, 


LXVI. 
“Tf like desire, and if an equal flame 
“ Move one and the other sex, who warmly press 
‘To that soft ond of love (their goal the sao) 
“Which to the witless crowd seems rank excess ; 
“ Bay why, shall woman—merit seatho or blame, 
“ lovers, onp or more, caress ; 
“While man to-sin with whom ho will is free,” 
“ And meeta with praise. not mere impunity ? 
LXVII. 
“By this injurious law, unequal still, 
“On woman is inflicted open wrong ; 
“ And to demonstrate it a grievous ill, 
“I trust in God, which has been borne too long.” 
- good. Rinaldo’s sentence, with one will, 
eeming their sires unjust, assents the throng, 
There aoe io tach oo statute penned, 
And king, who might, but does not, this amend. 
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LXyIml, 
‘When the new dawn, with streaks of red and white, 
‘Broke in the east, and cleared the hemisphere, 
Rinaldo tok his aed and armour bight: 
wuire that abbey furnished to the peer. 
wil Him, for many leagues and mile, the knight 
‘ed through the dismal forest dark and drear; 
Wile thoy totvands the Seottah ity File, 
Where the poor damsel’s cause is to be tried. 
LXIX. 
Secking their way to shorten as they wound, 
"They to the wiler track a path preforred ; 
‘Whon echoing through the gloomy forest round, 
Loud lamentations nigh the Toad were heard. 
‘Towards a neighbouring vale, whence eame the sound 
This his Bayordo, that his hackney spurred ; 
‘And viewed, between two grisly ruffians there, 
‘A girl, who seemed at distanco passing fair. 


LXx. 
But woe-begone and weeping was the maid 
As ever 1, dame, or wight was seen ; 


Heard by the barbarous twain prepared the blade, 
‘To deluge with that damsel's blood the green. 
She to delay her death awhile essayed, 

Until she pity moved with m mien. 

This when Rinaldo near approaching eyes, 

He thither drives with threata and cries, 





LXx 
‘The ruffans turn their Yack and take to fight 
As soon as , the distant succour view, 
‘And oquat within e valley out of of sight: 


Tose onde Mount Alban's knight, 
'o a] , sues one an’s 
‘To say what on her head such eyjl drew 


‘And, to save time, commands his squire to stoop, 
‘And take the damsel on his horse’s croup. 


LXxi. 
‘And as the lady nearer he surveyed, 
Her wise behaviour marked and beauty’s bloom ; 
And the fl of dea open wig _ 
tho four of death o'represd with 
yo to know, the ‘night cnaayede 
had prepared oe so fell a doom ; 
And she began to tell in humble tone + 
‘What to another canto I postpone. 
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anouwenr, 
Lesanio, by 4 fase report abuse, 
‘Deemed by Geneura’s fault his brother dead, | 
Weening the faithlees duke, whom she refused, 


But to the session Ariodantes led, 
Strives with his brother in disguise. In season 
Rinaldo comes to venge the secret treason. 


L 
Axone all other animals who 
On or who unite in fri ly wise, 
‘Whether they mix in pesce or moody fray, 
Theahe bene ua te od Sin here throogh fi h fc 
matched wit forest f) 
* The lioness beside the lion lies : ory 
‘Wolves, male and female, live in loving cheer ; 
Nor gentle heifer dreads the wilfal steer. 


nL 
‘What Fury, what abominable Pest 
Such poison in the human heart has shed, 
That still ’twixt man and wife, with rage possessed, 
Injurious words and foul reproach are ¢aid 
‘And blows and outrage base their peace molest, 
And bitter tears ail wash the genial bed; 
Not only watered by the flood, 
But often bathed by senseless ire with blood P 


11. 
Not simply a rank sinner, he aj 
To ature, and his Goa to dare, 
‘Who his foul hand 8 woman rears, 
Or of her head would harm a single hair. 
But who what drug the burning entrails sears, 
Or who for her would knife or noose 
No man ay to me, though such to sight” 
He seem, but rather some i sprite. 


Iv. 
Such, and no other were those rafians two, 
‘Whom good Rinaldo from the damsel scared, 
Gonductod to these valleys out of view, 
‘That none might wot of her so foully snared. 
J ended where tho dame, fir of hue 
'o tel occasion of her scat 
‘To the good Paladin, who tought release? 
‘And in conclusion thus my story piece. 
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¥. 
“Of direr deed than ever yet was done,”* 
The gentle dame began, “ Sir cavalier, 
“Tn Thebes, Mycene, Argos, or upon 
“ Other more savage soil, prepare to hear ; 
“ And I believe, that if the circling sun 
“TTo these our Scottish shores approach less near 
“Than other land, ’tis that he would eschew 
“A foul ferocious race that shocks his view. 


» VIL 
“ All times have shown that man has still pursued 
« With hate, in every clime, his natural foe ; 
“ But to deal death to those who seek our good 
“ Does from too ill and foul a nature flow. 
« Now, that the truth be better understood, 
“ T shall from first to last the occasion show, 


“Why ii tend i, against all right, 
“The eats would have dine me foul daypite. 


vo. 
“TNs fitting you should know, that in the spring 
«Of life, C10 the palace made resort; 
“There served long time the daughter of the king, 
“And grew with her in growth, well in court. 
* When cruel love, my fortane enrying, 
“ Willed I should be his follower and his sport ; 
“ And made, beyond each Soottish lord and knight, 
“ Albany's doke find favour in my sight, 


VIL 
“ And for he seemed to cherish me above 
“All mean ; his love a love as ardent bred. 
“We hear, indeed, and see, but do not prove 
« Baloring eile eal gilding to aye, 
“ an to my loye, 
“T ecasod not till T took hier to my bed} 
“Nor, of all chambers, in that evil hour, 
“Marked I was in Geneura’s priviost bower. 
x. 


“There many times she slept. A gall 
“ From thence projected into the open air, 
“ Here oft I made my lover climb to me, 
“ ‘And (what he was to mount) a hempen stair, 
“When him I to my longing arms would call, 
“ From the projecting balcony let fall. 
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“Was built that portion of the palace bright ; 
“Nor any went that way by day or night. 
x1. 


_ ‘So was for many days and months maintained 


“By us, in secrecy, the amorous game ; 
“ Still grew my love, and such new vigour gained, 
ine ok edad donne feigned 

: inmost bosom fame 
“Ween not, s0 wae hinted tony ste 

“ in a thousand certain signs betray. 

“«iThe faithloss knight his baso doocit bowssyed. 


xu. 
“ After some days, of fair Geneura he 
“A suitor showed himself ; T cannot say 
“Tf this began before he sighed for me, 
“Or, after, of thie love he made aay 
“ But judge, ! with what supremacy 
“He ings, heart, how absolute his sway ! 
“ Since this he owned, and th tno shame to move 
“Me to assist him in his Jove. 
XII. 
“ Unlike what he bore me, he said, indeed, 
“That was not true which he for her displayed : 
“But 80 ding love, he hoped to speed 
“And celebrate due spousals with the maid. 
“ He with her royal sire might well succeed, 
“Were she consentin, to the boon he prayed 
« For after our good king, for wealth and bi 
“In all the realm, was none of equal worth. 


XIV. 
“Mo ho , if through my ministry 
“He Hingston in-law elected were, 
« For I must know he next the king would be 
“Advanced as high, as subject could repair, 
“The merit should be mine, and ever he 
“So great a benefit in mind would bear ; 
« And he would cherish me above his bride, 
“And more than every other dame beside. 
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xv. 
“T, who to please him was entirely bent, 
“Who never could or would geinsay his will, 
“Upon those days alone enjoy content, 
«When T fied moans his to fulfil: 
“ And snatch at all occasions which present 
« A mode, his praise and merits to instil : 
‘And for my lover with all labour strain, 
“And industry, Geneura’s love to gain. 


Xvi. 

“ With all my heart, in furtherance of his suit, 
“1 it what could be done, God truly knows ; 
«Nor har vo grace my de ood I dpa 
“Nor to my i a 
«For that another love had taken root 
“ Tn her, whose every fond affection flows 
“ Towards a gentle knight of courteous lore, 
“Who sought our id from a distant shore : - 
dat i ttn, yng 

“ ith ; ight , to atay 
“In our king’s court, came out of Italy ; 
“ And there of knightly arms made such assay, 
“ Was none in Britain more approved than he ; 
“riz by the king, who (no ignoble pay), 
“ Rewarding him like his nobility, 

“ Bestowed upon the youth, with liberal hand, 

“ Burghs, baronies, and castles, woods and land. 





“Bat knowledge of his Jove 
“Nor old Vesuvius, nor Sicilia’ . 

“Nor Troy-town, ever, with a blaze so bright, 

« Flamed, as with all his heart, the damsel learned, 
“ For love of her young Ariodantes burned. 


xix. 
“The passion which she bore the lord, preferred 
And loved with perfect trath and all her heart, 
“Was the occasion I was sti 5 
“Nor ‘answer would she e'er impart : 
‘And still the more my lover’s suit I stirred, 
“And to obtain his guerdon strove with art, 
«Him she would censure still, and ever more 
“Was strengthened in the hate she nursed before 
¥ 
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xx. 
“ wayward lover often I excite 
«Bo vain and bootless an emprize to quit ; 
“Nor idly hope to turn her stedfast sprite, 
wind mas apparent tothe Seti ight 
“ © 8] tt to the Scotti ight, 
“ Ariodantes such a flame had lit 
“In the young damsel’s breast, that seas in flood 
“Would not have cooled one whit her boiling blood. 


xxi 

“ This Polinesso many times had heard 
“ From me (for such the Scottish baron’s name) 
wc Well warranted by sight ae well as word, 
“ How ill his love was cherished by the dame. 
“ Not only quonchod Ue habphcy warrior’ fam 
“Not juenct ity warrior’s flame, 
«But the fond love which in his boeorn burned 
“Into despitefal rage and hatred turned. 


XXII, 
“ Between Geneura and her faithfal knight 
“Such discord and ill will he schemed to shed, 
« And put betwixt the pair such foul despite, 
«Being sch ncandal on tha Ganscl brig 
“ Bringing si scandal on that ight, 
“The stain should cleave to her, alive or dead : 
“ Nor, bent to wreck her on this fatal shelf, 
“Counselled with me, or other but himself. 

XXII. 
«Dalinds mine,’ he said, his project brewed, 
(Dalinda is my name) ‘you needs must know, 
‘Tat from the root although the trunk be hewed, 
«Successive suckers many times will grow. 
“Thus my unhs} ion is renewed, 
“Tenacious still of lito, and buds ; although 
‘Out off by ill success, with new increase : 
«Nor, till L compass my dosire, will cose. 
N f pl die eo nach has cb 
* Nor hope of pleasure this so m wrought, 
"As Gt to bompage iy donign would Lease ; 
“And, if not in effect, at least in thought 
<o thrive, would in some little ease, 
«Then every time your bower by me is sought, 
« When's ber bed Genewrs slagbers aciee 
“What she puts off, and be it still your care 
“To dress yourself in all her daily wear. 
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XXvV. 

‘Dig locks and deck yourself as she 

“ Goes decked and, 28 ox ay with canning hed 
« Imitate her; "then ‘to 

+ You, furnished. with the corded tai, shall speed : 
«Tahal! ascond it in the phantasy 
‘That you are ahe, of whom you wear the weed : 
‘And hope, that putting on myself this cheat, 
“Tin short time geench my amorous heat’ 


Aad a bd Prat who was distraught, 
“ And all besic fe myself, was not aware 
fra eran a ber besought, 
“Was mania ‘bat too foal « snare 5 h 
“ in Geneura’s disguised, a8 ta it, 
“Let down (so oft I used) the corded stair. oe 
“Nor I the traitor's foul deceit perceived, 
“Until the deadly mischief was achieved. 


XXVOH. 
“ The duke, this while, to Ariodantes’ ears 
“ Had these, or other words like these, addressed ; 


were the cavaliers, 
a rivals, they they ‘this common quest) 


‘And held in high regard, and cherished still, 
ae repay so ill. 


XXVIII. 
“Tam assured you comprehend and know 
“Mine ani 's ove, and ald accord 


‘ And, in legitimate espousal, how 

Eee rea ee pony lord: 

*Then why disturb my suit, ind srhy bestow 

* Your heart on her who offers no reward P 

‘By, Heaven, should respect your claim and place, 
‘ere your condition mine, and mine your case.’ 


. XXIX. 

« And I,’ cried Ariodantes, ‘ marvel more’ 

(In answer to the Scottish lord) ‘ at you, 

‘Since I of her enamoured was, before 

‘ That gentle damsel ever met your view ; 

“And know, you are assured how evermore 

‘We two have loved ;—was never love more true— 
* Are certain she alone would share my lot; 

“And are as well assured she loves you not. 
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XXX, 
‘Why hare not I from you the samo tesbect, 
‘To which, for friendahip past, you would pretend 
< From me; Sad T ahora bent Jou in afoot 
Hf your hop hope stood more fair fo gain its end? 

‘No than you, to wed her I expect 

‘And if your ergy, eetnnd 
«As favoured of the king a8 yoo, abore 
“You, am I happy in his daughter's love. 


‘Of what a strang fake ( him replied 
what a e mistake,’ (to 

The duke,) ‘ Te Took pescon ie he root! 
“You think yourself beloved ; I, on my side, 


‘Believe the same; this the fruit, 
“You of your orn preceding hide, 
‘And I will tell the secrets of my suit: 


“And let the man who least favoured, ed, Yield, 
“Provide himself elsewhere, and quit the fie 


XXXII. 
‘lam if such your wish, to swear 
‘No! of what is told me to reveal ; 
“And will that you assure me, for your share, 
Jeecicga si 
“ Uniting in the pact, the 
« Their solemn vows upon the jible seal : 
«And when they had the mutual promise plightod, 
« Ariodantes first his tale recited. 
XXXIII. 
“ ‘Then hen plainly, snd and d by simple fac facts averred, 


“And how, engaged by writing and by word, 

“tein aot rit 

«How, if to him the Scottish king demurred, 
austerity she ever vows ; 

“x oir ria bond for aye echowed, 

“<TTo pass her days in barren solitude 


XXXIV. 
“Then edded, how he hoped by worth, Which he 
‘Had more than once avouched, with knightly brand, 
«And yet might vouch, tothe promperity 
‘And honour of the king, and of his land, 
“To please so well that monarch, aa to be 


“OF accounted worthy of the hand 
“ Hr hts child eeponsed ith his consent: 
wishes would content. 
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Then 80 conclud prmte this ground, 
“ en 80 les— I st uy 

“Nor I intrader fear, encroaching night 
“Nor seek I more; ‘tis here my hopes I bound ; 
«Nor, striving for Geneura’s love, would I, 
“Seek surer sign of it than what is found, 
“By God allowed, in wedlock’s lawful ties 

“And other suit were hopeless, am I sure, 

‘So excellent she is, and passing pure.’ 


XXXVL 
“When Ariodantes had, with honest mind, =. 
“Told what reward he hoped should quit his pain, 
“ False Polinesso, who before desi 
“iTo make Geneura hateful to her swain, 
“Bogan—‘ Alas! you yet are far behind = 
“My hopes, and shall confess your own are vain 
‘And say, aa I the root shall manifest 
“Of my good fortune, I alone am blest. 


with av 

‘With you Geneura feigns, nor wor prizes 

"Your passion, which with hopes and words a fede? 

And, more than this, your foolish love despises: 

And this to me the damsel oft has said, 

‘Of hers I am assured ; of no surmises, 

Vain, worthless words, or idle promise bred. 

And I to the fact in trust reveal, 

‘Though thia I should in better faith conceal. 
XXXVIIL 

“There passes not # month, but in that space 

“Three nights, four, six, and often ten, the faix 

‘ Receives me with that joy in her em! 

‘ Which seems to second so the warmth we share. 

“This you may witness, and shall judge the case; 

«Jf empty hopes can with my bliss compare. 

«Then sinca my happier fortune is above 

* Your wishes, yield. and seok an 


“But charge, so passing foul, you shall abide, 
“And vouch what you have seid in arma; for I 
“Not only on your tale place no reliance ; 
«But as a traitor burl you my 
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XL. 
“To him rejoined the ‘duke, ‘I ween ’twere ill 
‘To take the battle upon either part, 
«Since surer mean our pi gee may full 
‘And if it please, my T can impart.’ 
« Ariodantes trembled, and a chill 
“Went zh his inmost bones ; and sick at heart, 
“ Had he in fall believed his rival's boast, 
“ Would on the spot have yielded up the ghost. 


XIL 
“With wounded hear, nd faltering yoic, ple face, 
“And mouth of gal, he answ hen I 
«Proofs of thy rare adventure, and the 
“With ‘chick Tuc fir Geneure hosours 
romise to forego the fruitless chase 
one, to thee #0 kind, #0 cold to me. 
“But think not that thy ‘tory shall avail, 
“Unless my very eyes sonfiren the tale,” 


XLIL 
“To warn you in due time shall be my care,’ 
(Said Polinosso) and so went his way. 
‘Two nights were scarcely re his repair 
“iT the Known bower wad, ixed for the assay. 
“ And, ready now to spring his secret snare, 
‘He sought his rial on the appointed aay, 
“An to the night ensuing, pra} 
“T’ the street, which none their habitation made. 
XLOI 
“And to the youth s station over-right, 
“The balcony, to which ho clambered, shows. 
« Ariodantes weened, this while, the t 
“Would him to seek that hidden place 
« As one well suited to his fell despite, 
“ And, bent to take his life, this ambush chose, 
«. Under the false pretence to male him see 
‘What seemed a sheer impossibility. 
Te rod, but uch guise, 
“To resolve yut in st 

the pes not be with vantage overlaid; 
“And should he be assaulted by surp 
“ ee need not be by fear of death may 
“He had a noble brother, bold and wise, 


«Tee i tentothens fought upon hi part 
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“He alled him to his sider wed willed him take 


<Binaelit thea hesrect me oye ‘warrior said ; 
Bat as thou lovest me (whateoe'er befall) 
iemeneeiemnnsit--*o--aeabeail 


* Doubt not? (the valiant brother sid) but go;’ 


“ And thither went that baron silently, 
“Over aglmt my wert gly ‘and low, 
“Over against 


“On the other tle approncod hf the frandfal foe, 


“aac at infamy 5 

, while I nothing of the cheat divine, 

“Beneath my bower renews the wonted sign, 
XLV. 


“« And I in costly robe, in which were set 


“Fair stripes of gold upon a snowy 

My trosses gathered in a golden not, 
“Mimicking fashions, which were only met 
“Tn fair Genouro, at the accustomed 0 

“The gallery mount, constructed in such mode, 
“As upon every side my person showed. 


«Followed him softh to his dim retreat: 
“ not ten paces ight aloof, 
aimee es 


“teeing agli ey,, dened 5 


“At more than once oF tice (till happily) 
“T did before ; meanwhile the goodly vest 
‘Was in the moonlight clearly seen, and I, 
In aspect not unlike her, in the rest 
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- “ When Polinesso climbed the stair, which 


“Cast down to him, and scaled the gallery, 


“ Led to the shameful spectacle, aghast, 
«<'That other, from afar, viewed alf that passod. 


Li. 
“« And fell into sueh fit of deep i 
« He there resolved to die; and, to that end, 
Plante the cf his falchion bare 
“ ite point against his breast to bend. 
“ mareatto, who with marvel by that stair, 
«Bat imaw not who the wight with ready speod 
f not wl i i 
«Sprang forward, when he saw his brothar's deed. 


soattered like the mist before the wind !! 


Liv. 

“ Compass her death ! 'tis well deserved ; your own 
“Reserve, as due to more illustrious fate. 
«"Twas well to love, before her fraud was shown, 
‘But she, onee loved, now mare deserves your bate 
«Since, witnessed by your eyes, to you is 
© A wanton of what sort you worshipped late, 
«Hor fault before the Scottish king to attest, —- 
‘Reserve those arms you turn against your breast.’ 
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Lv. 
Ariodantes, so surprised, forewent, 
“Joined by his brother, the design in show ; 
“ But resolute to die, in his intent 
“Was little shaken: Rising thence to go, 
“Ho bears away a heart not simply rent, 
“ But.dead and withered with excess of woe: 
“ Yet better comfort to Luranio feigns, 
“ As if the rage were spent which fired his veins. 
LVI. 
“The morn ensuing, without further say 
“To his good brother, or to man beside, 
« He from the city took his reckless way 
“ With dead]; desperation for his guide ; 
“Nor, save the duke and knight, for many s day 
“Was there who knew what moved the youth to ride: 
“ And in the palace, touching this event, 
“ And in the realm, was various sentiment. 
Bat eight day iil Scotland’ 
“But eight days past or more, to 's court 
Geneura he 


wned. 

“ No wind to blame for the calamity ! 

“Since from a rock, which over ocean hung, 

“Tato the raging waves he headlong sprung ; 
Lvwt. 

“Who said, before he reached that frowning crest, 

“To me, whom he encountered by the way, 

“Come with me, that your tongue may if 

«And what betides me to Geneura say ; 

“And tell her, too, the occasion of the rest, 

“Which you shall witness without more delay ; 

“In having seen too much, the occasion lies ; 

‘Happy had I been born without these eyes!" 
Lx. 

“ By chance, upon a promontory we 


“ And, at the fearful tale, remained 
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Lx. 

“O God! what said, what did she, when alone, 
“Bho on her faithful pillow layed her head ! 
“She beat her bosom, and she tore her 7 
“And in despite her golden trosses 

« Bepeati in bewi tone, 

“The Tat sad words which Ariodantes said ;— 

“ ‘That the sole source of such despair, and euch 

“ Disaster, was that he had seen too much. 


LXL 
“Wide was the rumour scattered that the peer 
“ Had slain himself for grief ; nor was the ery 
“By courtly dame, or courtly cavalier, 
“Or by the monarch, heard with tearless eye. 
“But, above all the rest, his brother dear 
“Was whelmed with sorrow of so deep a dye, 
“That, bent to follow him, he well nigh turned 
“His hand against himself, like him he mourned. 
LxI. 
“ And many times repeating in his thought, 
“Tit wan Goneuta ho his brother deer 
* Who was to self-destruction moved by nought 
But her ill deed, which he was doomed to view, 
on his mind the thirst of vengeance wrought, 
« And so his grief his reason ov ; 
“That he thought little, graced of each estate, 
“To encounter king and people's common hate ; 





LXIil. 

“ And, when the throng was fullest in the hall, 
“Stood up before the Scottish king, and said 
“Of having marred my brother's wits withal, 
epi Pe age 
‘Your iter can i z 
‘For in hin" inmoat aul sack bred 


‘The having seen her little chastity, 
‘He Toate existence, and prefered to die. 
LXIv. 


* He was her lover ; and for his intent 


‘But whilo he stood aloof, and dared but scent 
«Bene the forbidden tro with gpaer boot 

‘ forbidden tree wit ier 

* And bear away from him the wished-for fruit.’ 
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LXV. 
“Then added, how into tho gallery came 
\d how the corded stair ; 
“And how into the chasm of the dame 
«Had climbed » Jeman of that lad 
“Who, for disguise (now nt en is na), 
“Had his habits, and concealed bis 
«fad on ocuclusion, vowed thse every aa 
So said, he would svouch with lance and sword. 


LXV 
- “You may divine how grieves the sire, distraught 

“ With woe, when ioe accusation hears : 

“ As well that what he never could have thought, 
“Ho of his daughter learns with wondering ears, 
“As that he knows, if suocour be not brought 

«. By cavalier, that in her cause opt, 
may upon Lureanio prove 
“ He cannot 1 but doom the mai to die. 


LXvil. 
da Yet unknown, which wotiened fo 
ret unknown, which sentences to fire 
miserable dame, or damsel, who 
«Granta other than hor wedded lord’s desire. 
“Sho dies, unless a champion, good and true, 
«Arm on her side before a month expire ; 
“And her against the accuser base maintain 
“Unmeriting such death, and free from stain. 


The king has made proclaim by 3 ton 
“ town and tower, 
nee fe believes her wronged, his child to free) 
ler Ae shall have to wife, with ample dower, 
« Whovsaves the royal maid from infamy. 
“ But each to the other looks, and to this hour 
“No champion yet, ‘tis said, appears: for he, 
« Larcanio, is esteemed so fierce in it, 
“Tt seems as he were feared of every knight. 


LXxIx. 
And evil Fate has willed her brother dear, 
* Zerbino, is not here the foe to face ; 
“Since many months has roved the cavalier, 
his matchless worth with spear and mace ; 
“For if the valiant champion were more nea, 


(Such is his or in any 
in time the news mig! mui be tonvayed, 
“Ho would not fail to bear his sister aid, 
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LX. 
mean time, who would the quest pursue, 
aten armies © 


“Whenoe I foresaw, that if I taken were, 
“cca age the duke and Ta sharm 


“He eas of good courage be, 
“ An Piet his comfort pra ved mo to resort 
“To a strong castle which he held hard by ; 
“ And gave me two to bear me company. 


LXxi. 
“With what fall proofs, sir stranger, you have heard, 
“Tof m love sesured the Soottish p 3 
a clery cn doar, io peered, 
justly bound to hold me deer. 
Pe char cnc wt we ny ea 
“The of my great merit hear! 
wd Say mas can Sete ta ara 
« However well she love, her love's return. 


LXXxill. 


“ And app! Plat 
(a course oof eine Tha haply m eae 
ed that meanwhile the pete 's anger ran 


“(Sch wash el end i) gu dsomed to die. 


LXXIv. 
“For secretly the duke enjoined the guide, 

“Who with me through the gloomy forest went, 
“The worthy guerdon of a faith so tried, 
< To say me ; and hd compessod his intent, 
“But for your ready suecour, when I cried. 

“ Behold ! what ws love's poor slaves content.” 
Thus to Rinaldo did Dalinda say, 
As they together still pursued their way. 


cawro v. ORLANDO FURIOBO. 


LXXv. 
Above all other fortune, to the knight 
‘Was weloome to have found the maid, 
‘Who the whole story of Geneura bright, 
And her unblomiahed innocence aye 
And, if he hoped. ‘accused wit , 
i feted dame ack 


Persuaded of the calumny’s disproof, 
He with more courage warred in her behoof. 


And for St. Andrew's tena with ced, 
for St. ’s town, witl , 
nfo St. Andre's tom ih age 






within an easy e, he 
‘Now near the city, met # squire who brought 
More recent tidings than the damsel taught : 

That thither had repaired 6 orn a 

¢ thither ired a stranger knight, 
qo gone in Geneura’s toa ht 
ith ensigns strange, not known of living wight, 

Since ever close eonecaled the warrior went 
Nor, since he had been there, had bared to sight 
His visege, aye within his helmet pent : 
‘And that the very squire who with him came, 
Swore that he knew not what the stranger's name. 


Not far they ride before the walls appear, 
And now before the gato their courses sand. 
To advance the sad Dalinda was in fear, 
Yet followed, trusting in Rinaldo’s brand. 
The gate was shut, and to the porter near, 
“What this implies’ Rinaldo makes demand : 
To him was said, the people, one and all, 
‘Were trooped to see a fight without the wall : 


The pair hhad bogun the fight. 
iThe porter opeved to Mount Albsersloed, 
‘And straight bohind tho peor the portal hight 
‘Rinaldo through the ompty city rode, 

But in a hostel first the Anne bestowed : 
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LXxx, 
And wills that she (he will not long delay 
To seek her there) till his retarn repose ; 


‘Where the two made that fell ex oy blows 
nd strove an scrngaied yet ret in q 
Lurcanio’s heart hs of 


‘Against Gen i a hi nar 
eared she f other 
‘As well maintains the her right. 


Six knights on foot can 
ig night on foot wt 

covered with the corslet’s iron case ; 
Beneath the Dale of albany amayed 
Borne on a puissant steed of noble race: 
Who there, aa lord high-constable obeyed, 
Yiss kowpe ofthe Sl and ofthe poe, 
And joyed Geneura's peril to espy 
‘With swelling bosom and exulting eye. 


LXxxil. 

Rinaldo pierces through the swarm, 

(So wic is felt the g ood Bayardo’s sway,) 
And he who hears the courser come in storm, 
Halts not, in his desire to make him way : 
Above is seen Rinaldo’s lofty form, 

The flower of those who mix in martial fray. 
Ho stops his horse before the monarch’s esi, 
‘While ll to hear che plain repair 


“ Dread sir,” to him the good Rinaldo esi, 
“Tet not the pair this combat ply; 
“Since whichsoever of the two alle dead 
“Know, that you let him perish 
“ Seep eng 
“ Vouches the false, and knows not ’tis a lie : 
Since that which brought his brother to his end, 
Moves him in causeless battle to contend. 


LXXXIv. 
“ That, al ee mina bo reg 
“Tf what he here maintains be wrong or right, 
“ Becanse he would preserve amaid so fair, 


« Perils his in the furious fight. 
“to aap Tsar bar, . 


“ And evil man its 
Bo ilove of Gy ota 
“Then list, display.’ 


caxro v. ORLANDO FURIORO. 


So moved the king th th 
move 1e we authori 
Of one who seemed a, is cheer, 


Rinaldo all the treacherous plot displayed, 

ive Siesta 
LXXXvIi. 

Nerxt that he there in arms would testify _ 

Phe truth of what he vouched, the warrior cried. 

False Polinesso, , called, with troubled led eye, 


Btood forth, but daringly the tale denied. 
tie ea ns ion ly 

i*By deeds bo now the doubtful quarrel tried.” 
The field was cleared, and, ready armed, the foes, 
‘Without more let, in deadly duel close. 


He the he and dear, 
low was the le dear, 
The proof might i te chet very 
Ti east that’Go wil make fhe tresson clas, 
And show she was accused with foul intent : 
For Polinesso, greedy and severe, 
And proud was eld, and false and fraudulent. 
So that none there, of all assembled, deemed 
It marvel, if the knight such fraud had schemed. 
TIKIT 
False Polinesso, with a distressed, 
‘A pallid cheek, ‘and heart which thickly beat, 
‘At the third trumpet, lad his lance in ret 
well Rinaldo spurred the it to meet, 
dadlereliot a user fran it, 
to finish at a le 
Noe counter to his wick was tho event 
‘Since through the warrior half his weapon went. 


Him, through kis bret, impaled upon th 
it, im q 10 spear, 
ore thas ae yond ond bis Loree he bore,” 


‘With speed alighted Mount Albano’s peer, 
‘And, ere he rote, unlaced the helm he wore: 


‘And, before king and court, with faltering breath, 
ernest 
‘VoL. I 
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xc. 
‘le brings not ot his confession to a close, 
id pangs of death the failing accents drown : 
m prince, who ended saw his daughter's woes, 
‘Redeemed from death and scorn, her virtue shown, 
‘With more delight and rapture overflows, 
Than if he, having lost his kin iy erm 
‘Thon saw i fret Upon his head soplaced 
So that he good Rinaldo singly repiacpas 


XcrI. 


And when, his uplifted pe display’d, 4 
Features, well own before, the Bing dew nf 
‘Hig thanks to God with lifted hands paid, 
That he had such succour to provide. 
‘That other car 1 rho be bared his blade, 
Unknown of all, a side, 
Yaknowr ofall upon Ganear 0 at 
‘Looked upon all that passed, and stood apart. 

xcrl. 

‘Him the good king entreated to declare 


Bis name, or, at the least, his visage shew ; 
That he might are! 


‘What in the ensuing cant will spear 
If you are fain the history to hear. 


CANTO VI. 
ARGUMENT, 


Ariodantes has, a worthy meed, 
With his loved bride, the fief of Albany. 
Meantime Rogero, on the flying steed, 
Arrives in false Alcina’s empery: 
There from a myrtle-tree her every deed, 
Ahuman myrtle hears, and treachery, 
‘And thence would go ; but they who first withdrew 
‘Him from one strife, engage him in a new 
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IL 
‘Waercuzp that evil man who lives in trust / 
His secret sin is safo in his possession , 
BSinco, if nought ela, the ai the very dust 
In which the orime is buried, makes confession', 
‘And oftentimes his guilt compels the unjust, 
Though sometime unt in worldly session, 
To be his own accuser, and bewray ) 
So God has willed, ded hidden hidden fom the day. 


1, 


The unhappy Poli hopes had arsed, 
Wiel his secret treason to conceal, 


Offence, but hurried on the dread appeal, 
‘Which haply he had shunned, at least deferred ; 
to self-destruction blindly spurred. 


im. 
And forfeited estate, and life, and love 
Of friends at once, and honour, which was more. 
‘The cavalier unknown, I said above, 
Long of the king and court entreatod sor, 
the covering helmet did remove, 
And aoed a Yisnge often soen before 
‘The cherished face of Ariodantes 
Of late lamented weeping Seotland th through ; 
Iv. 
Ariodantes, whom with tearful eye 
His brother and Geneura wept as des, 
‘And king, and people, and nobility : 
Such light his goodness and his valour shed. 
pilgrim therefore might appear folie 
ire ithe of the missing warrior said. 
‘Yet was it true that from a headland, he 
Had seen him plunge ine the foaming sea. 


But, as it oft befalls despairing wight, 
‘Who ni 


grisly Death erectile ‘appear 
Bat loothes what he had goaght 0 on nearer sight; 
seems the 


thee in the sea engulphed” the srvotehed ‘knight, 

Pepentant of his deed, was touchéd with fear ; 
matchless hoth for for spirit and for hand, 

Beat back the billows, and returned to land. 
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VL 
And, now despising, as of folly bred, 
"The fond decire which did to death impel, 
Thence, soaked and dripping wet, his way did tread, 
‘And halted at s hermits humble cell 
‘And housed within the holy father’s shed, 
‘There secretly awhile designed to dwell 
Till to his ears by rumour should be voiced, 
If his Geneura aa or rejoiced. 


At first he heard that, graph am of ro 
‘The miserable damsel wel 
Foe casieond the dolofal Gites 
"Twaa talked of in the island, far and wide : 
Far other proof than that deceitful show, 
Which to his oral grit he thoaght he spied! 
And next against the fair Geneura heard 
Lureanio to her sire his charge preferred : 


VI. 
Nor for his brother felt less enmity 
‘Than was the love he lately bore the maid ; 
For he too foul, and fall o! Slim 
Esteemed the deed, although essayed ; 


‘And, hearing after, ee 
epecera damsel aid, 


it was Lurcanio’s might, 
All ‘an encounter = with the Knight, 


And that who well the youtial champion knew, 
Believed he was so wary and discreet, 
‘That, had what he related been untrue, 
wpe rear pt 
—For ster it ew, 

in wrongfal souae the niet to meet— 

penton (long his doubts are weighed) 
‘Will meet his brother in Geneura’s aid. 


x. 
“ Alas! (he said) I cannot bear to see 

“Thus by my cause the royal damsel die 

“My death too bitter and too dreed would be, 
“Did I, before my own, her death desery : 

“For still my lady, my divinity 

« Sho inthe light and comfor of my ape 
“Her, right or wrong, I cannot chooso but abield, 
“And for her safety perish in the field, 
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XL 
“know I choose the wrong, and be it 20! 
“And in the cause shall die: nor this would move ; 
«But that, alas ! my is death ‘as well I know, 
«Will tach's vl ion prove. 
wero death'T wd one an comfort go, 
“‘That, if her Polinesso bears her love, 
“To her will manifestly be 
“That hitherto he moves et in her aid. 


And mo, wronged by be, the maid shall view 
defence ; and he, 
“|My brother, who such flames of discord blew, 
Shall pay, the debt of vengeance due to me. 
“For well Tween to make Larcanio rue 
« (Informed of the event) his cruelty, 
will have thought to vengeme with i brand, 
“ And wil havo slain to with his very 


xm. 
He, having this concluded in his thought, 
Made new provision of arms, steed, and shield ; 
Black was the vest and buckler which he bought, 
‘Where green and yellow striped the sable field? 
ee hazard found. with him a squire he brought, 
that country ; concealed 
dy told) the uzhappy night, 


er ne Prepared 
The iasue of tho event war told above, 
‘How prince 1 and ‘Ariodantes knew. 
Nor less cottish king did prove 
Than when tl ight the accuser overthrew: 
Within himself he ht that never love 


La a ere a enna eras ed tak 
‘Who, though so repared to stake 
His life against his brother's for ler sake : 

Xv. 
And yielding to his natural inclination, 
And sé the suit of all kis court Beside, 


‘Assigned the youth the ta his bride. 
Albany's d duchy, now in sequestration, 
olinesso’s, who in duel 
Could not be forfeited in m happier hour 
Since this the monarch made his daughler’s dower. 
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XVL 
Rinaldo for Dalinda meray w 
‘Who from her fault's due punishment went free. 

She, satiate of the world, (and this to shun, 

‘The damsel so had vowed) to God will flee : 

And hence, in Denmark's land, to live a nun, 

Straight from her native Seoland sailed the sos. 

But it is time Rogero to pi 

‘Who on his coureer posta the welkin through. 


alt of ou a 
Rogero is of constant min 
Nor ‘his cheek the wonted hues de, 
I ween that faster than a leaf i’ the 
Fluttered within 


‘All Europe's region he had left 
In his swift course ; nod issciop in Beat 


part. 
Pesned , 
amen! at te tallor's bound? 


That hy rae eh 


Tucano bells that bolt orf 
Or darte more swiftly from the 





xix. 
‘When the huge bird his long had plied, 
Tn straight lao, without one stdep or bond 
He, tired of air, with srogping whoa and wide 
Began upon. an island to descend ; 
bite that fair region, whither, long . 
OF him, her wayward mood did Jong, 
‘Whilom ia vain, through Nie aad sosret sluice, 
Passed under sea the ings Acree: 


A more light ple, herorer hurled 
the whole at, Rogero had not found 
ranged ‘universal worl 

ia eis ce 


"Mid cultiy ee delicious hill, 
nave 
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xxL 
Small thickets, with the scented laurel gay, 
Cedar, and orange, full of fruit and overs 
‘Myrtle and palm, with interwoven spray 
And, breaking wath th era ort 
with their C Ta] 
Maks sca slr fom the noone hour™ 7 
itingalea among those branches wing 
ets tivand safely amorous descanta sing, 


XXII. 
Amid red roses and white lilies there, 







‘Which the soft breezes fréghen aa they fly, 
Secure the cony haunta, and timid 
‘And stag, with fe broad and high. 


Thess: aslo of the heaton dart or ane, 

oe thoi eae of rominaig es 
. 1a thous wilde ftom tuft or steep 

Dum doer or nimble gost, diaporting, leap 


‘And to « myrtle, nigh the rolling brine, 
Made fast, mon ey tee aed 2 ye, 


XXIV. 
And there, closé-by where rose 8 a babbling fount, 
Begirt with fertile palm and cedar-tree, 
He drops the shield, the helmet from his front 

Uplift, and, either hand from geuntlet fre, 
ow turning to the bendy noon fe mown 


SKY 

And, now, t9 bathe his burning I he strains ; 
en thn eri war, to chase 

dienes borat rages in his veins, 
ee Pay cin ee 
Nor is it marvel if the b 
No ramble his in square or mafetpiace 
Taree thonauad mie without repels be went 
And still, at speed, in ponderous armour pent. 
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XXVL 

Meanwhile the courser by the myrtle’s side, 
‘Whom he left stabled in the cool retreat, 
Started at something in the wood descried, 
Scared by I know not what ; and in his heat 
So made the myrtle shake where he was tied, 
He brought a shower of leaves about his feet ; 
Ho made the myrtle shake and foliage fall, 
But, struggling, could not loose himself withal. 


As k food the chimney 

in a stick to @ chit rent, 

‘Where scanty pith ill fills the narrow sheath, 
es, torment ; 

and Ell ta pr ed facy dd a vent 

Is heard to hiss and bubble, sing and seethe ; 

So the offended myrtle inly ‘pined, 

Groaned, murmured, and bt-last unclosed ita rind : 


‘And henee a cl sigiie « 

nce a clear, intelligible g ‘ 

‘Thus issued, with a m icky sound ; 

“Tf, as thy cheer and gentle presence teach, 
“ Thou courteous art and , his reign unbound, 
“Release me from this monster, I beseech : 
“Grief of my own inflict sufficient wound : 
“Nor need I, compassed with such ills about, 

“ Other new pain to plague me from without.” 
the first sound, r 

At the turns to see 

"Whence came the ric, and a unas surprise, 
Stands, when he finds it issues from the tree ; 
And swiftly to remove the courser hie. 
Then, with s face suffused with crimson, he 
in answer to the groaning myrtle, cries ; 
«Pardon! and, winter thou at be good, 
«Spirit of man, or goddess of the w 


xxx. 

“ Unweeting of the wonderous prodigy 
“Of spirit, pent beneath the rind, 
“To your fair leaf and living body" 
“ Have done this scathe and outrage undesigned. 
“But not the less for that, to me reply, 
“What art thou, who, in rugged case confined, 
“ Dost live and speak P And so may never hail 
“ From angry heaven your gentle boughs assail! 
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XXXII. 
“And if I now or ever the despite 
“I did thee can repair, or aid impart, 
“TL, by that lady dear, my promise plight, 
«Who in her keeping has my better 
“To strive with word and deed, till thou ite 
“The service done with praise and grateful heart. 
Rogero said ; and, as he closed his suit, 
That gentle myrtle shook from top to root. 
xxXxT. 
‘Next drops were seen to stand upon the bark, 


XXXII 
“ A peer of France, Astolpho was my name,? 
« Whilom a paladin, sore feared in fight ; 
“ Cousin I was to two of boundless fame, 
“Orlando and Rinaldo, I by right 
“Looked to all England's crown ; my lawful claim 
“After my royal father, Otho hight. 
“More dames than one my beauty served to warm, 
“And in conclusion wrought my single harm, 
XXXIV. 


“ Returning from those isles, whose eastern side 
“The billows of the Indian ocean beat, 
“ Where good Rinaldo and more knights beside 
“With me were pent in dark and hollow seat, 
«Thence, rescued by lustrous Brars's pide,* 
“Whose prowess freed us from that dark retreat, 
“Westward I fared along the sandy shores, 
“On which the stormy north his fury pours. 
XXXv. 
“ Porsuing thus our journey, we 
“Came (such our evil doom) upon the strand , 
“Where stood a mansion seated by the sea : 
“ Puissant Alcina owned the house and land. 
“We found her, where, without her dwelling, she 
«Had takon on the besch her lonely etand 
«And though nor hook nor sweeping net she bore, 
“ What fish she willed, at pleasure to shore, 
* Orlando, 
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“Thither swift dolphins oe anal, inly stirred, 
“And open-mouthed the cumbrous bunnies leap ; 

“hither the seal or porpus’ wallowing hord 

at her bidding, roused from lazy sleep ; 
“ “Haven: fish, salmon, spout, of hor ord 
“And m rin} 
«With monstrous backs ahove the watan fal 
“ Ork, physeter, sea. serpent shark, and whale. 


xxx 
«There we behold a mighty Whale, of sizet 
“The hi Jot i2 any waters soon : 
“More to our eyes, 
«His back appears ove the surface green : 
“ And (for still firm and motionless he lies, 
“And such the distance his two ends between) 
“We all are cheated by the 
“And idly take the monster for an 
XXXVI. 
“Alcina made the ready fish obey 
“By simple words and mere magio lore : 
“Born with Morgana'—but I cannot say 
A too sy ror pled the 
“ As soon as seen, my aspect please fay 5 
« Wo showed i'n the eoandenaoe the wore: 
“Then wrought with art, compassed intent, 
“To part me from the friends with whom I went. 


XxXxIx, 

“She came towards us with a cheerful face, 
“With graceful gestures, and a courtoous air 
“ And said ; “so you my lodgic lodging please to grace, 
* Sir cavalier, yne repair, 
“You shall behold the wonders of my chace, 
‘ And note the different sorta of fish I snare ; 
«Shaggy or smooth, or olad in scales of light, 
‘And more in number than the stars of night : 


xi. 

‘And would you hear # mermaid sing 60 sweet, 
“That the rude sea grows civil at her song, 

« Wont at this hour er music to repeat, 

(With that she showed the monster huge and long 
=I said it seemed an island—as her seat) 

« Pass with me where ahe se shoals among.’ 
«that was always wilfal ef her 

“T now lament my rashneas, atte fish. 
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XII. 
“To Dudon and Rinaldo’s signal blind, 
“ TRO who warn me to misdoubt the fay 
“With laughing face Alcina mounts behind, 
“ Leaving the other two beside the bey. 
“The obedient fish performs the task assigned, 
«And through the yi laing water works his way. 
“ Repentant of my Need. curse the snare, 
“Too far from land my folly to repair. 


xii. 

“To aid me swam Mount Alban’s cavalicr,® 
“ And was nigh drowned amid the waves that rise ; 
“For a south-wind sprang up that, far and nesr, 
“ Covered with sudden darkness seas and skies. 
“T know not after what befel the peer: 

“This while Alcina to console me tries, 
“ And all that day, and night which followed, me 
“ Detained upon that monster in mid-sea, 
XL. 
«Till to this isle we drifted with the morn, 
“ Of which Alcina keeps a mighty share; 
By that usurper from a sister torn, 
0 was her father’s universal heir: 

“ For that she only was in wedlock born, 

“And for those other two false sisters were 

“(So well instructed in the story, said 

“One who rehearsed the tale) in incest bred. 


waa fll of ovary vice and orl‘ 


“So she, who ever lives in chastity, 

«Winely on betier things has set heart. 

“ Hence, leagued against x, in conspiracy, a 
“Those others are, to drive her from her part : 
“And more than once their armies have o’erran 
“ Her realm, and towns above a hundred won. 


«England, and part it from the Scottish land. 
«Yet will the sisters give their foe no rest, 
“Till of her scanty remnant dispossest. 

* Binuldo, 
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XLVI 
“ Because in wickedness and vico were bred 
“The pair, as chaste and good they loath the dame. 
« But, to return to what lately said, 
‘And to relate how I a plant became; 
Mo, full of love, the kind Alcina fed 
“ With fall delights ; nor I a weaker flame 
«For her, within my burning heart did bear, 
“Beholding her so courteous and so fair. 


XLVI. 

“ Clasped in her dainty limbs, and lapt in pleasure, 
“T weened that I each separate good had won, 
“Which to mankind is dealt in different measure, 
“ Little or more to some, and much to none. 
“T evermore contemplated my treasure, 
“Nor Francé nor aught beside I thought upon : 
“In her my every fancy, every hope 
“Centered and ended as their common scope. 

XLVI. 
“ By her I was as much beloved, or more ; 
* “Nor did Alcina now for other care ; 
“ She left her every lover ; for before, 
“Others, in trath, the fairy’s love did share : 
“I was her close adviser evermore ; 
“And served by her, where they commanded were. 
“With me she counselled, and to me referred ; 
“Nor, night nor day, to other spake a word. 
XLIX. 


“ Why touch my wounds, to wate my ill, 
“Ant da witht oe of sae 
“ us the remember stil 
Amid the cruel 
“ When kindest I believed Alcina’s will, 

“ And fondly deemed my happiness secure, 


“From me the heart she gave, the fay withdrew, 
“And yielded all her soul to love more new. 


«Two months, I reigned not more, no sooner spent, 
“Than a new paramour assumed my seat; 


“Had to like pass reduced, all wrongfully. 


owreee» Google 


lean of © by wife 
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i. 
© And these, beosuso they should not scatter bruits, 





mill; 
“As suits that haughty fairy’s wanton will. 


Lu. 
“ Thon, too, that to this-fatal isle-art led ~ _ of 
« By way unwonted and till now'unknown, 
“Tat some possessor of the fairy’s bed 
“May be for thee transformed to-wave or stone, _ 
«Thon shalt, with moré than mortal pleasures fed, 
“Have from Alcina seigniory.and throne ; 
“But shalt be sure to.join-the.common flock, 
“Transformed to beast or fountain,-plant-or rock. 
LOT. 
«I willingly to;thee this trath impart;’ sot 
“Not that I hope with profit to advise: 
“Yet ‘twill be better, that informed, in part;. °- 
“ Of her false ways, she harm not by surprise. “. 
“Perhaps, as faces differ, and in art , tha 
‘(And wit of man an equal difference Lies; wo L. 
“Thou may’st some remedy perchance 
“To the ill, which thousand others ot fly.” 5 
LIv. 
The who from Fame-had learned +: ~~ 
"AST he wes coun to the dame ho wooed 
Lamented much the sad Agtolpho, turnéd . 
From his troe form, to, barren plant and rude : 
And for her love, for whom 40 sore he-burned, 
‘Would gladly serve the stripling if he con’d : 
But, ‘witless ow to give the Prished relief, 
‘Might but console the unhappy warrior's.grief. 


" 


LY. 
‘As best he could, he strove to soothe his pain; -'-- f 
"Then asked him, if to Logistil’s retreat 
Were pasango, whether over hill or pain; 
That he might so eschew Alcina’s seat. 
—There was a way,’ the myrtle said again, 
—But rough with stones, and rugged to the feet— 
«If he, some little further to the right, 
“Would scale the Alpine mountain's very height : 
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LVI. 

* But that he must not think he shall pursue 
“The intended journey far ; since by the way 
* He will encounter with a frequent crew, 

“And fierce, who serve as rampart to the fay, 
“That block the road against the stranger, who 
«Would break her bounds, and the deserter stay.” 
‘Rogero thanked the tree for all, and taught, 
Departed thence with full instructions fraught. 
Lva. 
The courser from the myrtle he untied, 
And by the bridle led behind him still ; 
Nor would he, as before, the horse bestride, 
Lest he should bear him off against his will : 
He mused this while how safely he might find 
A pantago to tho land of Logis 
Firm in his purpose every nerve to strain, 
Lest empire over him Alcina gain. 
LVm1. 

He to remount the steed, and through the air 
‘To spur him toa new career again 
Now thought ; but doubted next, in fear to fare 
‘Worse on the courser, restive to the rein. 
“No, I will win by force the mountain-stair,” 
Rogero said ; (but the resolve was vain) 

Nor by the beach two miles his way pursued, 
Ere he Alcina’s lovely city viewed. 


LIx. 
A lofty wall at distance meeta his 
‘Which girds a spacious town within its bound ; 
Tt seems as if its summit touched the sky, 
‘And all appears like gold from top to ground. 
Here some one says it is but alchemy 
—And haply bis opinion is unsound— 
And hapl; more wittily divines : 
N For me; [deem it gold use it shines. 


Lx. 
0) ‘When he was nigh the city-walls, so bright, 
‘ ‘The world has not their equal, he the straight 
‘And spacious way deserts, the way which dight 
4 Across tho plain, conducted to the gate 
> ‘And by that safer road upon the right, - 
} Strains now against the mountain ; but, in wait, 
\_ Encounters soon the crowd of evil foes, 
‘Who furiously the Child’s advance oppose. 
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‘Was never yot beheld a stranger band,” 
Of mien more hideous, or more monstrous shspe. 
Formed downwards from the neck like men, he scanned 
Some with the head of cat, and some of ape; 
‘With hoof of goat that other stamped the sand ; 
‘While some seemed centaurs, quick in fight and rape ; 
Naked, or mantled in outlandish skin, 
These doting sires, those striplings bold in sin. 
Lxi. 
This gallops on s hora without «bit; 
the sla; ass, or bullock slow ; 
ie penie eee 
@ perched on eagle, crane, or 
Some ahale, some ferzale, some hermaphrodit 
‘These drain the cuy ani ‘chows the betle blow. 
One bore a corded ladder, one & hook 
One a dull file, or bar of iron shook. 


S 


Lxm. 
The captain of this crew, which blocked the road, 
with monstrous paunch and bloated face ; 
‘That pasting loggahly with Ray aid pase 
wit 
pat? Pee some here, some there, custained the load, 
For he was drunk, and kept him in his place 
Some wipe his brows and chin from sweat which ran, 
eniemeamnen "> vilen eae 


One, with a human sha ad 8 feet, his crest, 
eshioned ke hound, in nea and ears and head, 

Baral at e gallant Child with angry quest, 
Ty rar hin £ theo whence he ed seed 
“ it never, while strength poss 
“To brandish this,” the good Rogero sad: 
‘With that his trenchant faulchion he displayed, 
And pointed at him fall the naked blade. 


LXV. 
‘That mongie won Rave sols hin with pea, 
‘But swiftly at his foo 
Su fetes tia nt 
leroed back » os 
ie ee ee 


Bat all too umrous wat the woked sito 
fow grappled from behind, now puached befure, 
stands. and plies the crowd with warfare sore: 
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Of that foal race be lefts singe no one stocled 
il, his brows with covering et dressed, 
Or fought, secured by corslet or by shield ; 

Yet is be 80 upon all quarters pressed, 

That it would need the Child, to clear the field, 
And to keep off the wicked crew which swarms, 
More than ‘Brisreus” hundred hands and arms. 


If ho had thought the magic shield to show, 
18 ot to A 
i "that the necromancer bore, 


But haply he despised such mean as vile, 
‘And would prevail by valour, not by guile. 
LXV. 
‘This as it may: the child would meet his fate, 
‘Bro by ao vile band bo prisoner I 
‘When, lo! forth-issuin, the city's gate, 
‘Whose wall 2 e shining gold I said, 
‘Two youthfal dames, not born in low estate, 
If measured by their mien and garb, nor bred 
By swain, in early wants and troubles versed ; 





d Gerace and BEavTY would be seen. 


Lxx. 
Into the mead rode this and the other dame, 


He, with a kindling visage, red with 
‘Thanked the two for their gentle feat ; 
‘And was content upon their will to wait, 
With them returning to that golden gate. 
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LXXx. 

Above, a cornice round the gatewsy goes, 
Somedeal projecting from the oolomnade, 

In which isnot single part but glows, 
With rares gems of 7 a 
Propp’d at four points,  oorta Te] 
Gn eblumns of one solid diamond aden 
‘Whether what met the eye was false or true, 
‘Was never sight more furor glad view. 





‘With many Peofors 2 and fair mien entice, 
And welcome to this opening Paradise : 
LXXI. 
. For so with ivason I this place may call, 
‘Where, it is my belief, that Love had birth ; 
‘Where life is spent in festive game and ball, 
Aga sil che pes moments fleet: in mirth. 
hadled Thought ne'er comes at all, 
Norinaee ‘place in any bosom. Dearth, 
Nor yet Discomfort, never enter 
Where Plenty fills her horn throughout the year 


LXXIv. 
Here, where with jovial and unolouded brow, 
" Gled April soonis to wear a constant smile, 
‘Troop boys and dameels + One, where fountains flow, 
in the green margin sings in dulcet atyle ; 
Others, the hill or tufted tree below, 
In dance, or no mean sport the hours beguile. 
While this, who shons the revellers’ noisy cheer, 
Tells his love sorrows in his comrade’s ear. 


LXXv. 
Above the Iaarel and the pine-tree's eight, 





Toes ith ewe 
‘At hearta, and ‘hone pron nets te oatch ir prey : 
One wete his arrows in the brook which winds, 
And one on whirling tone the weapon grinds 
‘YOL. I. 
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To Rogero here vm - brvaght a steed, 
iat fe and nimble, all of sorel hue ; 
was oaparisoned with costly weed, 
Breaored with gold, and jewels seus ned to view. 
That other winged horse, which, at 
Se rece he 
mn a 
‘Who led him at a slower over poo behind 


That hat Kindly pair who, tyke wi wicked band 
lato, had saved the youthfal knight ; 
The wicked crew, that did the Child withstand, 
‘When he the road had taken on his right, 
Exclaimed, “ Fair sir, your works already scanned 
«By us, who are instructed of your might, 
« Embolden us, in our behalf, to pray 
“You will the prowess of your arm assay. 
LXXvul. 
“We soon shall reach a bottom which divides 
“The plain into two parts: A cruel dame 
“Bene maintains, which there a stream bestrides, 
“Fi the savage beldam’s name ; 
“ ‘Who cheats, and robs, and scathes, whoever rides 
“To the other shore, a giantess in frame; 
«Who has long poisonous teeth her prey to tear, 
“ And scratches with her talons like s bear. 


« Mil hie fr garden, mate in disarra 
“Rah ie ot 

“ le who wit it y 

« Lately with brutal you” 
“Many her sons, the whole her ‘elldwere call, 
“As greedy and inhospitable all.” 


LXXx. 
“For younot only her I would assail, 

“But do a hundred battles, well content ; 

«Thon of my person, where it may eral, 
ero said) to your intent. 

w Bilver and Ipod to conquer, plate or mail 

“I wear not, I, in warlike cuirass pent ; 

“But to afford my aid to others due ; 

“And, most of all, to benuteous dames like you.” 
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LXXXI. 


talking thus the bri mio. pid 

or Sees 

ae apphire and emerald decked the panoply) 
other strain the issue of the fra 


CANTO VII. 


ARGUMENT. 


ager, as directed bythe pair, 
‘The giantess Eriphila o'erthrows. 

That done, he to Alcina’s labyrinth, where 
More than one knight is tied and prisoned, goes. 
To him Melissa sage the secret nave, 
And romedy for that grave evil shows. 
Whence he, by her advised, with downcast eye, 
And full of shame, forthwith resolves to fly. 


(Lk 
Tux traveller, he, whom sea or mountain sunder! 
‘From his own country, sees ngs strange and new; 


That the misjudging vulgar, wl 
The mist of ignorance, estooms untrue : 


whatsoever is s wonder, 
als ple ‘ble and plain to view: 


Hence inexperience, aa inow fall well, 
‘Will yield small credence to the tale I tell. 


LL 
But be this great or small, T know not why 
The rabble’s silly judgement I should fer, 
Convinced you not think the tale a lie, 
In whom the light of reason shines so clear. 
And hence to you it is I only 
Tue fruit of my fatiguos to ender dear. 
I ended where in guard 
Of bridge and stream was seen, the passage barred. 
H2 
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Im. 
Of finest metal was her armour bright, 
‘With gems of many colours overs 
The tawny jacinth,t yollow chrysolite, 
‘The emerald green of hue, and ruby red. 
Mounted, but not on palfrey, for the 
In place of that, she on a wolf had s 
Sped on a wolf towards the pass ; and rode 
On sell, that rich beyond all custom showed. 


Iv. 
No larger wolf, I ween, Apulia roams ;* 
‘More huge than bull ; unguided by her hand: 
‘Although upon no bit the monster foams, 
Docile, I know not why, to her command 
The scoursed Plague, arrayed in surcoat, comes 
‘Above her arms, in colour like the sand ; 
‘That, saving in its dye, was of the sort 
‘Which bishops and which prelates wear at court.‘ 


v. 
The giantess’s crest and shield a] a 
Fx or ensign, decked with pwolk and poisonous toad. 
Her the two damsels to the cavalier 
Bofore the bridge, prepared for battle, showed, 
‘Threatening, as wont to some, with levelled spear, 
Bade he marion soor and bar ie road. 
idding him turn, she to Rogero cries ; 
A lance he takes, and threats her and defies.® 
VI. 
As quick and daring, the gigantic Pest 
‘Spurred her wolf seated well for that dread game: 
In mid career she laid her lance in rest, 
And made earth quake beneath her as she came ; 
Yet at the encounter fierce the champaign pressed , 
For underneath the casque, with stedfast aim, 
So hard Rogero smote her, that he bore 
The beldam backward six good yards and more: 


Vit. 
And came already with his lifted blade, 
Drawn for that end, to take her haughty head; 
To him an easy task; for she was laid 
Among, the grass and flowers, like one that’s dead. 
but, “* 
The 
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Along the ah, which hough fry, 
\d somedeal ill'to beat,’ ha welt.” 
tha, | strait: and:stony was the way, * 7 
This, nigh y sealeda hill’s ascent. - 
But, ee arrived upon ‘the summit, they 
fe ‘upon = ‘of vast extent’; _ 
@ more lm palace that gre aan 








. “athe rest to him each howear do; 
And on the knight wity such deep toverenéd wait, 
could xtot have displayed more zeal and love, 
| Jove descended fromthe choirs above, : 





.: 

“Not so much does the palace, fair to sce ” 

In riches ¢ other ely ‘domes excel, i 
: it the gentlest, fairest, com, 

Which the whole world it cota! wihin ‘dwell: 
Of either sex, with small variety 
Between; in youth and beauty matched as well: 
‘The fay alone exceeds the rest as far 
As the bright sun outahinés each lesser star. 





Uped her's per ta igus sh ie Taingled lye 


lity and : 
Tike ory tosoths the pearie y and round * 
Fills up the space, and forme fitting bountl. ~ ? 
xi ee 
‘Two black and slender arches rise above 
‘Two clear black eyes, say suns of radiant light ; 
‘Which ever softly beam and slowly move ; 
Bound these wppoars fo sport in folio fight, 





Thence, th md visage, doce ohio ene descend, 
not blemish to amend. 
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XII 
As if betwoon two vales, which softly curl, 
‘The mouth with vermeil tint is seen to glow : 
‘Within are strung two rows of orient pearl, 
‘Which her delicious lips shut up or ahow. 
Of force to melt the heart of any churl, 
‘However rude, hence courteous acoenta flow ; 
‘And here that gentle emile receives its birth, 
‘Which opes at will a paradise on earth. 
XIV. 
Like milk the bosom, and the neck of snow ; 


Xv. 

To all her arms a just proportion bear, 

"And a white hand is oRentimee descried, 
Which narrow is, and somedeal a ea long s snd where 

fo st appears, nor vein is 

For finish of that stately ‘and rare, 
A foot, neat, short, and round, beneath is spied. 
“Angelic visions, creatures of the sky, 
Concealed beneath no covering veil can lie. 


XVI. 

A springe is planted in "8 WAY, 

no all sides did she , stile, sing, or move ; 
No wonder then the stri was her prey, 
‘Who in the fairy saw such of love. 
‘With him the guilt and falsehood li 

Of which the offended myrtle told above. 

Nor will he think that perfidy and guile 

Can be united with so sweet s amile. - 
No! he could believe 

fo could now ve, by magic art, 

Astolpho well transfor upon the plain, 

For punishment of foul ungrateful hoert, 

And haply meritin, soverer pain. 
And, aa forall he heard him late impart, 
‘Twas prompted by revenge, ‘twas end vain. 
By hate and malice was the sufferer stung, 
To blame and wound the fay with alanderous tongue. 
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xvuol. 

The beauteous lady whom he loved so well 
Is newly banished from his altered breast ; 
For (sush the ‘magic of Aleina’s spell) 
Bhe every ancient passion dispossessed : 
And in his bosom, there alone to dwell, . 
qiei 0 ines of her love and self imy 


itched, Rogero some grace deserves, 
Tego hae a 


At board lyr, jute and barf tuneful 
‘And other sounds, in mixed avery. 
Made, round about, the 2 Jovous 
‘With glorious concert and sweet Piemane 
Nor lacked there well-acoorded voice to sing 


Of love ita passion and its costsy 
Nor who, whth rare inventions, choiely versed, 
Delightful fiction to the sues 


‘What table, wiamoover heir 
Of Ninus, PEthphent were. he board, 
Or what more and more costly, where ® 
Gould wit banquets antallos 
wit juet's joys com 
By the fond fairy for Bogero stored? 7 
I think not such a feast 1s spread above, 
‘Where Ganymede presenta the cup to Jovg, — 
XXI. 


They form a ring, the board and festive cheer” 


Bemoved, and sitting, am 
Each asks, still whi 3 ins nelghbour's ea, 
‘What secret pleases est; to knight and dame 
A fair occasion, without let or fear, 
Their love, unkoard of any, to proclaim. 
And in conclusion the two lovers pligh' 
Fae an ron an erehte om Chak night 
XXIL 
Soon, and much sooner than their wont, was ended 
‘he gume at which the palace inmates p lay : 
‘When pages on the troop with torches Tented, 
‘And with their radiance chased the night away. 
‘To seek his bed the paladin ascended, 
Girt with that goodly toe 
airy bower, op 
Mid all'the other ees be 
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: ‘XXInL 
And when of comfits and of cordial wine"! 

‘A fitting proffer has been made anew, 
Tho guests their bodies reverently incline, 
And to their bowers depart the courtly crew. 
He upon perfumed sheets, whose toxture fine 
Seemed of Arachne’s loom, his body threw : 
Hearkening this while with still attentive ears, 
If he the coming of the lady hears. 


XXIV. 
At every movement heard on distant floor, 

‘Hoping ‘twas her, Rogero raised his head: 
Ho thinks he hears ; but it is heard no more, 
Then sighs at his mistake : ofttimes from bed 
‘And pooped abrond, but sil no better sped 

al ut still no better 3 
‘And cursed a thousand times the hour that she 
Bo long retarded his felicity. 


XXV. 
“Yes, now she comes,” the stripling often said, 
‘And reckoned up the paces, as he lay, 
ich from her bower were haply to be made 
To that where he was waiting for the fay. 
‘These thoughts, and other thoughts as vain, he weighed 
Before she came, and, restless at her stay, 
Often believed some hinderance, yet unscanned, 
‘Might interpose between the fruit and hand. 





Atlength, wh XVID coat fe 
) when sweets cost 
engi, when dropping events the cont fay 
‘The time now come she need no more delay, 
Since all was hushed within the palace, she 
Stole from her bower alone, through secret way, 
‘And passed towards the chamber silently, 
‘Where on his couch the youthful cavalier 
Lay, with » heart long torn by Hope and Fear. 
: XXVII. 
‘When the successor of Astolpho spies 
‘Those smiling stars above Lim, gt the sight 
A flame, like that of kindled sulphur, flies 
Through his fall veins, as ravished by delight 
Out of himself ; and now up to the eyes " 
Plunged in a sea of bliss, he swims outright. 
He leaps from bed and folds her to his breast, 
‘Nor waits until the-lady be undressed ; 
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Though but light gendal clad that sh 

it in a iad 1e 
‘Wore in the place of farthingale or gown 
Which o'er a shift of finest 

And white, about her limbs aon: had thrown : 
‘The mantle yielded at his touch, as he 
Embraced her, and that veil remained alone, 
Which upon side the damsel shows, 
More than clear ond Roleaiiaae 


phos gree Pou 1 aia interaced, 
Than thoee fond lovers: each from either's lip 
he balm breath collecting, lie embraced : 
¢ this, whose like no seed or slip 
Sea ene dates easter 
While so to apoak their joys is either fixed 
‘That oftentimes those meeting lips are mixed. 


xxx. 
Those things were carried close the dame 
And youth, or ifs or if surmised, sy Pa bruited ; 
seldom was caso for blame, 
But ofener a4 vivos well nop 
By those shrewd courtiers, eeu. of his claim, 
is with fers fair saluted : 


XXXL 
Jeasure is omitted there ;, since they 
alte ee progr ia Loves magi al 
ey change their raiment twice or thrice « day, 
Rie for ene pene TA 
“Ts Srontion toncue Pugeont 


Doth, and ball 
Now wadeussath whl ‘by fountain cast, , 
They reed the amorous loys of ages pest: 


Now hill, or the dale, 
They fan te the ‘earful, sad now oy ‘fush 
th 


log, sagacious of the trail, 
Wil theses rol ts etebble-teld or bush, 
Row where green j e the gale, 
ni the suare,/or ene ce fluttering thrash :" 
Aud ensuing now for fish, with net or hook, 
Disturb their soeret haute in pleasant brook. 
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xxxIn, 
Rogero revels there a ike daligh’, 
ile Charles and Agramant are troubled sore. 
But not for him their story will I slight, 
Nor Bradamant forget; who evermore, 
Mid toilsome pain and care, her cherished knight, 
Ravished from her, did many a day deplore ; 
‘Whom by unwonted ways, rh 
Mid air, the damsel saw, nor whither knew. 
Of her I speak before the api 
er fore a 
‘Who many days Search in 


vain; 
‘wood, or over 


Often she goes among the Paynim spears, 
Yet never aught of her Rogero hear. 


ork san EE it 
andreds questioned, upon every side, 
Each day, no answer ever gives content. 
She roams from post to post, and far and wide 
Searches pavilion, lodging, booth, or tent, 
And this, mid foot or i 


At length to find the wondrous cave she thought, 
to LJ cave 

‘Where the prophetic bones of Merlin lie, 
‘And thore lament herself until he wrought 


ipon the pitying marble to reply ; 
For thenee, if yet ho lived be taught, 
Or this glad life to hard necessi 

Had yielded up and, when she was 
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XXXVI 
With this intention, Bradamant her way 

Directed thither, where in Poictier's wood 
‘The vocal tomb, containing Merlin’s clay, 
Concealed in Alpine place and savage, stood. 
But that enchantress sage, who Right and day 
Thought of the damsel, watchful for het 0 
Bhe, repeat, who taught her what be 
In that fair grotto her posterity 5 


She who preserved her with protecti 

who wil care, 
That same enchantress, still benign and wise, 
‘Who, knowing she a matchless race should bear 
Of men, or rather semi-deities, 

Spies daily what her thoughts and actions are, 
‘And lots for her each day, divining, tries 
She all Rogero’s fortune knew, how freed ; 
‘Then borne to India by the griffin-steed : 








‘And knew that he sport, dance, and banquet plied, 


XL. 

And thus such gentle knight ingloriously 
Would hare gonnsmod his facet yeas and beet 
In long inaction, afterwards to be, 
Body and soul, destroyed ; and that, possessed 
‘Alone by us in perpétuity, 
That flower, whose sweets outlive the fragile rest 
Which quickens man when he in earth is laid, 
‘Would have been plucked or severed in the blade, 


XL. 

But that enchantress kind, who with more care 
phan for himself he watched, sill kept the knight, 

an for hi e 
Rope ae ees 

often cunning urn and pare 
The flesh, and poisonous employ aright : 
Whos dhough ab dest his orudlart fod 
Is thanked, since he preserves us in the end. 
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XL. 
Bhe, not like old Atlantes, rendered blind 
By the great love she to the stripling bore, 
not on gifting him with life her mind, 
‘As was the scope of that enchanter hoar ; 
‘Who, reckless all of fame and praise declined, 
‘Wished length of days to his more 
‘Than that, to win a world’s applause, the peer 
Should of his joyous life forego one year. 


XLiv. 
By him he to Alcina’s isle had been 
“Dispatched, that in her palace he might dwell, 
Forgetting arms ; and, as enchanter seen 
In magic and the use of every spell, 
The heart had fastened of thst fairy-queen, 
Enamoured of the gentle youth, so well, 
‘That ahe the knot would never di a 
Though he should live to more than Nestor's age. 


XLV. 
Returning now to her that well foreknew 
‘Whatever was to come to pass, I say 
She thither did her journey straight pursue, 
‘Where she met Aymon’s daughter by the way 
Forlorn and wandering : Bradamant at view 


Nigh dead the maid remains, in piteous guise, 
fearing of him so far removed, and more 
Grieves that ehe danger to her love descries, 
Save this some strong and speedy cure restore. 
But her the enchantress comforta, and applies 
A salve where it was needed most, and swore 
‘That few short days should before anew 
‘Rogero should return to glad her view. 
XLVI. 

“ Since thou, an antidote to sorcery, 
“Lady (she said), the virtuous Hing dost weer, 
“T have no doubt if to yon island 
“ This, where thine every is hidden, bear, 
“To foil Alcina’s wiles and witchery, 
“ And thence to bring thee back thy cherished care. 
“This evening, early, will I hence away, 
“And be in India by the break of day.” 
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XLVIn. 
And told to her, the tale continuing, 

‘The mode which she was purposed to employ, 
From that effeminate, soft realm to bi 
Back into warlike France the ae 
Bradamant from her finger slipt the ring, 
Norte alone would have bectored wa 
Bat heart and life would at her fet Rave ad 

ahe had deemed they could Rogero aid. 

XLIX. 


“Toler ring, her cause she Teoommends 
oe and recommends Rogero m« 

itless salutes by her the Miamsel se sends, 
Ton of Provence Neartiag veoks the shore. 
‘The enchantress to another quarter wends ; 
Ana, for bt paiere of her lore, 

jures, eve, a palfrey, art, 

‘With one foot red, black i a part. 


Some Farfarello, or Alehine hes 
I think, whom in that form she raised from hell ; 
And with loose hair, disheveled horribly, 
Ungirt and barefoot, mounted in the a 
But, with wise caution, from her finger ahe 
‘Withdrew the ring, lest it should mar the spell: 
And then by him was with such swiftness born, 
She in Alcina’s isle arived at morn. 


Li. 
Herself she with wonderful disguise, 
iding eprint stature to her heh 
‘And made her limbs of proportioned size ; 
‘And of the very measure seemed to sight, 
As was, she deemed, the necromancer wise, 
With Ing descending herd sled hor hint 
With long-descending beard she clothed her chin, 
SS 


‘he knew so eal that, by the ‘alt 


Next hid and Serpe 
a rare chance) cavajier 

‘At Tength detached from his Alcina side: 

tan in motion or at rest, the fay 

Ill bore the youth should be an hour away. 
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Lo 

‘apie tag a 
#-the.pure-and: me “air . 
Beside a brod which; trickled from a hill, - «¢ 

Streaming towards-a limpid lake and fair. 

His fine, soft garmeiits, wove-with-eunning skill, 

sover, ease and waritonnéss declare ; 
‘These with -her hand, such subtle toil well taught, 
For him in silk and.gold Alcina wrought. a 


EIv. 
About the stripling’snpck, a splendid string’ --° * > 
OF goms, descending to mid-broast, is wound ; 


Crispedinto comely ringlets was'his hair,” 
Wet with the cortiat odours snd the best ; 
And soft and amorous all his were, 
‘Like one who does Valentian Iady’s hest.” 
In him, beside his name, was nothing fair, 
‘And more than half corrupted all the rest. 
So-was Rogerd found, within that dell, 
Changed from his former self by potent spell. 
LVI. 
Him in the figare of Atlantes sage” 
Sho fronta, who bore the enchanter's borrowed cheer ; 
With that grave face, and reverend with age, 
. Which he was always wonted to revere ; 
And with that eye, which in his pupillage, 
Beathing with wrath, he whilom so did fear. 
‘And sternly cries, ‘I this the fruit at last 
““ Which pays my tedious pain and labour past ? 


LVII. 
“The marrow of the lion and the bear 
“ Didst thou for this thine early banquet make, 
And, trained by me, by cliff or eavern-lair, 
“ Strangle with infant hands the crested snake ; 
«Their claws from tiger and from panther tear, 


Medes and Wargelren ’ 
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LVI. 
“ Ts this the hope that stars, observed by me, 
«Signs in conjunction, sscred fibres, es, bred 
wad al those lots I bat too deep 
“ ose lots it too 
“Aa al how i ul ooo rads 
“When theso thy years should be ecoomplishod, anid 
“Thy feats should so be bruited far and near, 
“Thou justly should be deemed without a peer ? 
Ix. 


“ Who thee Alcina’s bondsman could believe ; 

“And (for the world the ehameful fact might know) 
all should, manifest to sight, perceive 

Upon a thy neck and arms the errile chains 
roth ah ther il er capt iin? 


“Tf thine honot move not thee 
“ rer the highfleols ehh hich thou art called to do, 


“Wherefore defraud thy fair posterity 
“Of what, was oft icted, should ensue P 
“Alas! why seal the womb God willed should be 
“Pregnant by thee with an illustrious crew, 
«That far-renowned, and more than human line, 
“ Destined the sun in glory to outshine P 


Lx. 
“ Forbid not of the noblest souls the birth, 
“Formed in the ideas of the ETERNAL MIND, 
“Destined, from age to age, to visit earth, 
from thy stock, and clothed in corporal tind ; 
spring of thousand palms and fer tal mirth, 
Through which, to Tialy with loses 
ares rounds, thy good de eal restore 
“ihe fame and honeara she conden of yore. 


LXIL 

“Not only should these many souls hare weight 
“To bend thy iy souls, and bright, 
eee 
“ But, thor me, & le couple might 
“Suffice a nobler focling te ereate, 
“Alphonso and his brother Hyppolite : 

Tike Was ecldom witnessod to this timo, 
«Through al the paths whence men to virtue climb. 
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LXi. 

“Twas more wont to dwell upon this . 
“Than all the rest, of whom I Prop sited 
1.42 oll that these greater part should bear 
“Ink virtues, as t] 

“ Thee, tening to my lore with closer care, 
Thee to the of all thy seed beside. 

‘I saw thos joy that such a pair wonld shine 
“ Amid the heroes of thy no noble lin 


“ Sey, wh what has she, how sunken thy fancy’s gree, 
than what other courtezans possess 
“Who of go many concubine has boen ; 
“ How used her lovers in the end to bless, 
Pi tary Some but that she may be seen 
“ Without disguise, and in her real dress, 
“This ring, returning, on thy finger wear, 
“And thow shalt seo the dame, and mark how fair.” 


LXV. 
Absshed and mute, Rogero, listening, 
In vain to her Jepeot an annver song 


‘Who on his litte finger put the 
Whose vistue to hangeif che ‘warrior brought, 
And such remorse and shame within him spring, 
‘When on his altered sense the change is wrought, 
‘A thousand fathoms deep he fain would lie 
Bariad im cath unseen of ny eye 


So speaking, to the natural sha she wore 
"Batore is eyes returned the magio dame 5 
Nor old Atlantes’ form was needed more, 
‘The good effect obtained for which she came. 
To tell you that which was not told before, 
Malies wos tho sage enchantrees’ name: 


‘Who to Rogero now her 
‘And told with wha cg iret: 


Diggatahed by ber, oho iu fn anxious pain 
nor longor ean without him Lo, 
With te tet to aoe him rom the chin 
rewit was ‘80! 
And had put on, more eredence to obtain, 
‘Atlantes de Carona’s form ; but aho, 
Seoing hi halt restored, nom wild the youth, 
Through her should hear and see the very truth. 
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‘That gentle lady who » loves thee, who 

“ geni ly who 80 loves wi 
“ Were well deserving love upon thy part: 
“Jo whom (anlowe forgot thea kney'et how true 
cane tale) gu debtor for thy freedom art, 

‘ing, which can eac! magic undo, 
“Bends for thy sucoour, and would send her heart 
“Tf with euch virtue fraught, her heart could bring, 
“Theo safety in thy perils, like the ring. 


And the once sparkling cup now drugged with lees. 


LXXI. 

Like boy who somewhere his ripe fruit bestows, 

‘And next forgets the place where it is laid, 

‘Then, after many days, conducted goes 

By chance, where he the rich deposit made, 

‘And wonders that the hidden treasure shows, 

Not what it was, but rotten and decayed ; 

‘And hates, and scorns, and loathes, with altered eyes, 

‘And throws away what he was used to prize. 


thus, when by Mainow's lore NR Peg 
Advised, he to behold the fay retuned, wsdaee WEE | 
it i sovereign virtue wore, 
‘Which, om the finger placed, all spells oerturned ; — 


‘That in this ample world, i 
A hag 80 old and hideous is not found. 
VoL. 1. z 
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LXXIn. 

Pale, lean, and wrinkled was the face, and white, 
‘And thinly clothed with hair Alcina’s head 
Her stature sata rashed not oa palo boight, 
And every tooth was gone 5 for she bad 

fo than ever mortal wight, 
‘Than Hecuba or she in Cuma bi 
But thus by , to our age 7 known, 
‘Appeared wit Youth nd ety not her own 


XIV. 
By art she gave herself the lovely look, 
‘Which had on many lke Rogoro wrought; 
Wich teonete: Mid for on taught 
crete, for Man} 
No wonder then that he the dame forecok, 
‘And banished from his mind all farther thought 
Of love for false Alcina, found i nd in ie 
‘Which no new means of d supplies. 
ced 
But, as Melissa counselled him, he wore 
‘His wonted semblance for a time, till he 
Was yt his armour, many days before 


by, again accoutred cap-a-] 
ia lest Alcina should his Sod explore, 
to make proof of his 
Fennel to make proof if for his arms he were 
Too gross, long tne maw aront the mail to bear. 


‘Next Balisarda to his den he Hed 
(For go Rogero’s trenchant eword was hight), 
And took the wondrous buckler, which, espied, 
Not only dazzled the beholder’s sight, 
But seemed, when its silk veil was drawn aside, 
‘As from the body it exhaled the sprite : 
In its close cover of red sendal hung, 
This at his neck the youthful warrior slang. 


UXXVIL. 
Provided thus, he to the stables came, 
‘And bade with bridle and with saddle 
‘A horse more black than pitch ; for so the dame 
Counselled, well-taught how swift the steed and light. 
‘Him Babicano those who know him name, 
‘And he the courser was, that with the knight, 
‘Who stands beside the sea, the breeze’s sport, 
The whale of yore conducted to that port. 
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LXXxvi. 
The hippogryph he might have had at need, 
‘Who nert below me Rabican was tied, 
But that the dame had cried to hith, “ Take heed, 
“ Thou know’st how il that oourser is to ride ;” 
And said the following day the winged steed 
*Twas her intention from that realm to guide, 
‘Where he should be instructed at his Telsure, 
To rein and run him every where at pleasure : 
LXxix. 
Nor, if he took him not, would he s 
Suspicion of the intended flight : ‘Repose 
every 


‘This while performed Melinea' 
Who, wil mvsible; wae otis oar 








‘And pricking fc ow near unto s ge, 
‘Whehoe the road led to Logistilla’s state. 
LXXx. 


Assaolting suddenly the guardian crew, 
Ho gwen in hasd, ths nquadron set upon 
‘This one he wounded, and that other slow, 


‘And, point nt pol nine good, the drawbridge won: 


the gentlo youth wes far away and gone. 
My Sort shall tell his route, end how he gained 
‘At last the realm where Logistilla reigned. 


- CANTO VIII. 


ARGUMENT, - 


. 4 Aatolpho with the rest, 
20S thet irae shipe Mele dvs restore 5 
Rinaldo levies knights and squadrons, pressed 
In aid of Charles assaulted by the Moor : 
Angelica, by ruffians found at rest, 
Tn offered to a monster on the shore. 
Orlando, warned in visions of his il, 
Sepertr from Paris sore against his _ 
1 


1s 
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How many enchanters aro there, though unknown ! 


ve Ul 
j L 

How many enchantresses among us! oh, 
? Who for 

3 


e But these on hearta with fraud and falsehood plot, 
Binding them with indissoluble knot. : 
Ir. Ben eng SAS 
‘Who with Angelica’s, or rather wi we 
‘Were fortified with Reason’s ring, would see 
Bach countenance, exposed to open view, 
Inchanged by art or Lypocrisy. 
"This now seeme fair and geod, whose borrowed hue 
Removed, would haply foul and evil be. 
Well was it for Rogero that he wore 
virtuous ring which served the truth to explore ! 


Im. 

Rogoro, sil dissombling, a8 T anid, 

ed, to the gate on Rabican did ride ; 
Found the guard unprepared, nor let his blade 
sped teen tn 

fe past 6 » aN e 
Sonte in, some maimed ; then t’warda the forest hied; 
But on that road small space had measured ye, 
‘When he a servant of the fairy met. 


Iv. 
MS fhich be made fy Ee tasting every d 
le fly for pastime lay 
Now on tho champaign now upon the shore 
Of neighbouring pool, which teemed with certain prey ; 
rode a hack which simple housings wore, 
Fis faithfal dog, companion of his way.* 
He, marking well the haste with which he hics, 


Vv. 

‘Towards him came the knave, with semblance haught, 
Demanding whither in such Haste he sped: 

‘0 good Rogero answers naug) 
He hence assured more clearly that he fled, 
‘Within himself to stop the warrior thought, 
‘And thus, with his left arm extended, said : 
“What, if I suddenly thy purpose balk, 
* And thou find no defence against this hawk ?” 
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Then flies his bird, arho works 0 well his wing, 
Rabican cannot distance him in 
The faloonor from his hack to_ground Sid apring 
And freed him from the bit which held hint gh tight ; 
‘Who seemed an arrow from the string, 
And terrible to foe, with kick and bite ; 
While with such haste behind the servant came, 
He sped as moved by wind, or rather flame. 

vil. 


Nor will the faloonor’s dog appear maro slow 

But hunts Rogero’s courser, as in chace 
Of timid hare the pard is wont to go._ 
Not to stand fast the warrior deems 
And turns towards the swiftly-footed foe, 
Sanne Det 

other arms, to make log ol 
pacers ae ere tenn st 

VOL 

The servant made at him, and smote him sore; 
‘The dog his left foot worried ; while untied 
From rein, the lightened horse three times and more 
Lashed from the croup, nor missed his better side. 
‘The hawk, oft wi with her talons tore 
ee apling nd hs e 80 terrified, ved 

Phe courser, e whizzing sound disma: 

te gua hand or probed 





Constrained at len; his prord Rogero drew 
To clear the rab! © rabble, who his course delay 5 
Did noe pint, and now i ode dnp 

id now ita it, and now its 
But with mobo hinderance the vexatious ctw 


Swarm here and there, pad wholly block the way + 
And that dishonour will ensue and loss, 
‘Rogero sees, if him they longer cross. 


x. 
He knew each little that he longer stayed, 
‘Would bring the fay and followers on the trail ; 


On dog, and knave unfenced with arms or mail : 
A better and a shorter way it were 
The buckler, old Atlantes’ work, to bare. 
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xi. 

He raised the crimson cloth in which he wore 
The wondrous shield, enclosed for many day ; 
Its beams, as proved a thousand times before, 
Work as they wont, when on the sight they play 
Senseless the falconer tumbles on the moor ; 
Drop dog and hackney ; drop the pinions gay, 
‘Which poised in air the bird no longer keep : 
Then ‘Rogero leaves a prey to . 


xm. 
In the mean time, Alcina, who had heard 

‘How he had forced the gate, and, in the press, 
Blaughtered a mighty number of her 
Remained nigh dead, o'erwhelmed with her distress : 
She tore her vesture, and her visage marred, 
‘And cursed her want of wit and wariness. 
‘Thon made forthwith her meiny sound to arms, 
‘And round herself arrayed her martial swarms. 


xu. 
Divided next, one squadron by the way 
Rogero took, she sent ; the were two: 


And darked by loosened sails the billows grew ; 
For so desire upon her bosom preyed, 
Of troops she left her city unpurveyed. 


XIV. 

‘Without a guard she left her there, 
Which to Melissa, prompt her time to seize, 
To loose her vassals that in misery were, 
Afforded all convenionce and fall ease 5 fate, 
—To range, at leisure, through the palace fair, 
And so examine all her witcheries ; 

To raze the seal, burn i , and loose 
Or cancel hag-knot,? rhomb, or magic noose. 


xv. 

Thence through the fields, fast hurrying from that dome, 

The former lovers a mighty train, 

ome inte rook or tos as fountain some, 

Or beat, she made assume their shapes again: 

And these, when they anew are free to Foam, 

low Rogero's footsteps to the reign 
Of Logistilla sage; and trom that beurn 
"To Seythis, Persia, Greece, and Ind return. 
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They to their several homes 4 dispatched, repair, 
Boun: by @ debt which never can be paic 
‘The English duke, above the rest her care, 
OF these, was first in human form arrayed : 
For much his kindred and the courteous prayer 
See his frye the ng Rages 
ers, the rinj Ve 5 
him she | by ite aid might Dotter save. 
xvi. 
‘Thas by Rogero’s suit the enchantress won, 
To bs first shape transformed the youthful peer 5 
But good Melissa deemed t was 
Save she restored his armour, reat ng it 
of which whensoe’er at tilt he run, 
e first touch unseated cavalier ;+ 
Once Argalia’s, next Astolpho’s lance, 
‘And souree of mighty fame to both in France. 


The Melises found Nat f gold, 
spear of 

Which now Alcina’s magic palace graced, 
And other armour of the warrior bold, 
Of which he was in that ill dome uncased. 
Adon tho croup, a ease, Astopho paced: 

on the at ease, 10 

And thus, an hour before Rogere came, 
Repaired to Logistilla, ina and dame. 


Meantime, through rug; rocks, 8 and shagged with thorn, 
Rogero wends to wee 

Frum ci fo cf om pth to pik frre, 

Asgeed, ged, lone, inhospitable way : 
Till be with labour ht cere tes and worn, 
Tassued at noon upon a bead 
"Twixt sea and stm a to the south, 
Deserted, barren, bare, Parshed with drouth. 


The sunbeams on the eights mountain beat ® 
And glare, reflected trot from che 
8 fiercely, sand and air both bol with hoa heat, 
In mode that might have more than melted glass. 
Petar tote Pree pecan 


Save the i perched Clodrs necrrin 
Which denfoss El cad dale tad woe Sedge 
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XXI. 
The heat and thirst and labour which he bore 

that drear sandy way beside the sea, 
Along the anbalited sunny shore, 

rere to Rogero grievous company : 
But for I may not still pursue this lore, 
Nor should you busied with one matter be, 
Rogero I abandon in this heat, 
For Scotland ; to pursue Rinaldo’s beat. 


XXIL 
ing, by daughter, and by all degrees, 
Bre ae Watts war lange deloone ped 
‘And next the warrior, at his better ease, 
The cocasion of his embassy displayed : 
That he from thence and England’ subsidies 
« Of men was seeking, for his inonatch’s aid, 
‘Tn Charles's name +” and added, in his care, 
‘The justost reasons to support his prayer. 
‘XXII. 
The king made answer, thet ‘without delay, 
"Taxed to the utmost of kis power and might, 
«His means at Charlomagne's disposal lay, 
For the honour of the empire and tho right. 
And that, within few days, he in array 
«Buch horsemen, a8 he had'in arms, would dight ; 
‘And, save that he was now waxed old, would lead 
‘The expedition he was prayed to speed. 
XXIV. 
“Noy ike consideration would 
. to it vat possessed 
«Noonan for mak ‘charge that cavalier, 
«Meare by wit an foe, wan wortict 
not wit kingdom was y 
<a his (ho asured hi gut) 
‘He would, while yet preparing was 
‘Return, and find ¥¢ mustered to his hand.” 


XXV. 

Bo sent through all his realm, with expedition, 
‘His treasurers, to levy men and steeds ; 
‘And ships prepared, and warlike ammunition, 
‘And money, stores and victual for their needs. 
Teoring tho eotriooua king, to Bpland opcode 

aving , tO ; 

He brought him on his way to Berwick’s town, 
‘And was observed to weep when he was gone. 


caNTo VII, 





Balt ooean : wratted thence by figof focal. 
Throngh a sure channel to fair London's seat, 
Safely the mariners their course explore, 
Making their way, with ald of sail and car. 


‘The Emperor Charles, and he, King Otho gra 

e Emperor les, and he, ve 

‘Who was with Charles, by siogo tn Paria pressed, 

W btond nomunsston ty Biaalae braves 

‘With letter to the Princo of Wale adresod, 
‘countersi; given, crave 

iiriecfiamaeen inna! 

He ed Chal kak 

‘That it to Franco and Charl 


Tho prince speak of, who on Otho'a throne 
Sete in his steed, the vacant heli to guide, 
Sach honour dd o-Aymon's valants.* 
Ho not with such his king had 

Rout all te good Rinalags wis wen tone ; 
Since for his maxtial bands on every side, 

In Britain, or the isles which round her lay, 
‘To assemble near the son ho fixed a day. 


XXIX. 
But here, sir, it behoves me shift my ground, 
Like him that makes the gpri ae 
‘Who often changes chord an: 
And now a graver strikes, now 
A tale, Aege 0 did to good Rinaldo 


Tate teh, where a wed from him by hasty flight, 
te left, where sa mi 
She had encountered with an anchorite. 
Awhile I will pursue her I 
wl e her si 
Told hoy Wo maid of him vith eros ae, 
Enquired, how she towards the shore might Ay : 
‘Who of the loathed Rinaldo has such fear, 
She dreads, unless she pass the sea, to die, 
As insecure in Burope, far ot near, 
Bat the was by the hermit Kept in play, 
Because he pleasure took with her to stay. 

© Rinaldo, 
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hand ibis deen at 
‘And to his frozen marrow pierced 

Who, after, when ho saw that she bestowed 
Small care on him, and Thought but of retreat, 
His sh courser stung with many a goad ; 


Tl was his walk, and worse his trot: nor spur 
Could that dull beast to quicker motion stir : 


XXX. 
And for the flying maid was far before, 

‘And he would soon have ceased to track her steed, 

‘To the dark cave recurred the hermit hoar, 

‘And conjured up of fiends a grisly breed 

One he selected out of many snore, 

And fire informed the demon of his need 

mn in the palfrey per, 
‘Who with the lady bore ora t 


But at the tur arriving, is esp 

ly tearing what rons to face; 

So her the hermit by a different road 

‘Will meet, wherever she her palfrey goad. 
XXXIV. 


‘What was the fein’ design I well urmise 5 
ou shall know; but in another page. 
geen now slow, now faster, flies, 
Nee /ht fearing this: while conjured by the sage, 
covered in the courser 
Fare sometimes will ile i tmothered rage : 
‘Then blazes with devouring flame and heat, 
Unquenchable, and scarce allows retreat. 


XXXV. 

‘After the flying maid had shaped her course 
‘By the great sea which Isvea the Gascon shore, 
Siill keeping to the rippling waves her horse, 
‘Where best the moistened sand the bore, 
Him, plungod into the brin, the fend perforee 
‘Dragged, fill he swam amid the watery roar. 
Nor'what to do the timid damsel knew, 
Save that she closer to her saddle grew. 
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XXXVI. 

She cannot, howsoe’er the rein she 
Govern the horse, who swims the surge to meet : 
Her raiment she collects and holds it high ; 
And, not to wet them, gathers up her feet. 
Her tresses, which the breeze still wan 
Assaults, dishevelled on her shoulders beat. 
‘The louder winds are hushed, perchance in duty, 
Intent, like ocean, on such sovereign beauty. 


XXXVI. 
Landward in vain her eyes the dameel bright 
Directs, which water face and breast with tears, 
And ever sees, decreasing to her sight, 
‘The beach she left, which lose and a] eo 
‘The courser, who was swimming to therght, 
After a mighty sweep, the lady bears 
To shore, where rock and cavern shag the brink, 
‘As night’ upon the land begins to sink. 


XXXVI. 

‘When in that desert, which but to desory : 
Bred fear in the beholder, stood the maid f 
Alone, as Phabus, plunged in ocean sky 

in 


Bosemblance, coloured in the living rook. 
XXXIK. 
She, fixed and stupid in her wretchedness, 
Stood on the shifting sand, with ruffled hair 
Her hands wore oinod, her ips were motioles, 
er es U) agin 
‘Accusing Hne-on high, that to distrose 
And whelm her, all the fates united were. 
‘Astound tho stcod awhile; when grief found vent 
‘Through eyes and tongue, in tears and in lament: 


XL. 

“Fortune, what more remains, that thou on me 

“ Shouldst not now satiate thy revengeful thiret P 

“What more (she said) can I bestow on thee 

“Than, what thon seckest not, this life aocurst P 

‘Thou wast in haste to snatch me from the sea, 

“Where I had ended its sad days, immersed ; 

« Booause to torture me with further ill 

“Before I die, is yet thy cruel will, 
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XL 
“ But what worse torment yet remains in store 
“ Beyond, I am unable to : 
“(By theo from my far throne, which nevermore 
« to |, COM] to 3 
“<T, what is worse, my houour lost deplore; 
«For if I sinned not in effect, yet I 
“Give matter by my wanderings to be stung 
“For wantonness of every carping tongue. 


XL. 

“ What other good is left to woman, who 

“ Has lost her honour, in this earthly ball P 
« What profits it that, whether falso or true, 
“Tam deemed besuteous, and am young withal P 
“No thanks to heaven for such a gift are due, 
“Whence on my head does every mischief fall. 
“(Hor this my brother Argala ded 
“To whom small help enc ‘arms supplied : 
For this the T ng. Bi 

‘or this the Tartar king, Sir Agrican, 
“ Subdued my sire, SS Galanin was hight, 
“ And of Catay in India was great khan ; 
“is hence I am reduced to such a plight, 
“That wandering evermore, I cannot scan 
« At morn, where I shall lay my head at night. 
“Tf thou hast ravished what thou couldst, wealth, friends, 
“And honour ; say what more thy wrath intends. 

If death by drowning ia the foaming 
“ ing in ‘ing sea 

“Was not enough thy wrath to satiate, 

Suir a 

“ me not in pai 

«Gaanot devise torment se tbe 

Thad, wath iond he the mooping lady eed 

us, Wit loud sol cri 
‘When sho beheld the hermit at her side. 


XLv. 
From the extremest height the hermit hoar 
Of that high rock above her, had surveyed 

ica, arrived upon the shore, 

Beneath the cliff, afflicted and dismayed. 
He to that place had come six days before ; 
For him by path untrod had fiend conveyed : 
‘And he » her, feigning such a call, 
‘As c’or Hilarion might have had, or Paul. 
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XLVI 
‘When him, yet unagnized, sho saw appear, 
‘The lady Pook some comfort, and Inia by, 
Emboldonod by degrece, het former fear: 
ch still her visage was of death-like dye. 
“ Misericord! father,” when the friar was near 
(She said), “ for brought to evil pass am I.” 
‘And told, still broke by sobs, in doleful tone, 
The story, to her hearer not unknown. 
XLVI. 
To comfort her, some reasons fall of grace, 
e and devout the approaching hermit cites: 
And, now hia hand upoa her moistened fece, 
speaking, now upon bosom lights : 
Ja bare sareree nedt he would embace: 
Him, kindling into pretty scorn, she smites 
‘With one hand on his breast, and backward throws, 
‘Then flushed with honest red, all over glows. 
A at the ae dight, 
cot ancient’s side was di, 
Fae he a cruise of virtuous liquor wore ; 
And at those puissant eyes, whence flashed the light 
Of the most radiant torch Love ever bore, 
‘Threw from the flask a little drop, of might 
‘To make her sleep : upon the sandy shore 


‘Already the recumbent damsel lay, 
‘The greedy elder's unresisting prey. 
XLIX. 
* 8 8 8 ee 
L 
* * * * *. ° 
* ° * * 


* * 
Hopeless, at | upon the beach he lies, 
‘And by the maid, exhausted, falls asleep. 
‘When to torment him new misfortunes rise: 
Fortane does seldom any measure keep ; 
Unused to cut her cruel pastime short, 

If she with mortal man is pleased to sport. 
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It here behoves me, from the path I pressed, 
'To turn awhile, ere I this case relate . 
in the great northern soa, towards the west, 
Green Ireland past, an isle is situate. | 
Ebuda is its name,’ whose shores infest, 
(is le wasted through the Godhead’s hate) 
e hideous ore, and Proteus’ other herd, 
By him against that race in vengeance stirred. 
LIL 


And lovely, ‘twas no wonder if the maid, 
‘When on the beach she stood in Proteus’ sight, 
Left him to burn amid the waves: surveyed, 
One day alone, upon that shore in-isled, 
Her he compressed, and quitted great with child. 
Lid. 

This was sore torment to the sire, severe 
And impious more than all mankind ; nor he, 
Buch is the force of wrath, waa moved to spare 
‘The maid, for reason or for piety. 
Nor, though he saw her pregnant, would forbear 
To execute his sentence suddenly ; 
But bade together with the mother kill, 
Ere born, his grandchild, who had done no ill. 


Vv. 
And girding them on every side, the rout 
"Wil often siege to walled citi Iay 3 
“Where in long wwoarinoss and fearfal doubt, 
ho townsmen Keep their watch by night and day, 
‘The fields they have abandoned all about, 
‘And for a remedy, their last assay, 
To the orecle, demanding counsel, By, 
‘Which to the supplianta’ prayer made this reply : 
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LVL 
“That it behoved them find damsel, who 
‘A form as besuteous as that other wore, 
“To be to Proteus offered up, in lieu 
“Of the fair lady, slain upon’ the shore : 
‘He, if he deems her an atonement due, 
“Will keep the damsel, nor disturb them more : 
«If not ; another they must still t, 
And so, till they the deity contehte 
LVIL 
And this it was the cruel usage bred ; 
‘That of the damsels held most fair 
‘To Proteus every day should one be led, 
‘Till one should in the Godhead’s sight find grace. 
‘The first and all those others slain, who fed, 
All a devouring ore, that kept his place 
Bonide the port, what time into the main 
The remnant of the herd retired again. 





LVIIL, 
‘Were the old tale of Proteus’ false or true, 

Gor this, in sooth, I know not who can read) 

ith such a clause was kept by that foul crew 
‘The savage, ancient statute, which decreed 
‘That woman's flesh the ravening monster, who 
For this came every day to land, should feed. 
Though to be woman is a crying ill 
In every place, 'tis here a greater still. 


LIX, 
O wretched maids! whom ‘mid that barbarous rout 
I-fortune on that wretched shore has tost! 
Who for the stranger damsel prowl about, - 
Of her to make an impious holocaust ; 
In that the more they slaughter from without, 
They less the number of their own exhaust. 
But since not always wind and wave convey 
Like plunder, upon every strand they prey. 
Lx. 
‘With frigate and with wont to roam, 
‘And other sort of barks they range the sea, 
‘And, as a solace to their martyrdom, 
From far, or from their isle’s vicinity 
women off; with open rapine some, 
‘These bought by gold, and those by fiattary : 
And, lundered from the different lands they scour, 
Crowd with their captives dungeon-cell and tower. 


128 ORLANDO FURIOS0. canto vitt, 


LXI. 
that region close aboard, to explore 
a eer, bank, a galley creeps ; 
Augelce unhappy Ubewcl skepes 
el, 
To wood and Water there the sailors moor, 
And from the bark, for this, wo ewly 
And there that matchless flower of ly charms 
Discovers in the holy 
LXIL, 
Ob! prize too dear, oh! too illustrious prey ! 
To glut so barbarous and so base a foe ! 
Ob! eruel Fortune! who Debord thy ew sray, 
‘a8 passing power in 
That thou shouldst make a hideous eral prey 
‘The beauty, for which Agrican did glow, 
Brought with half Scythia's Ig Bom the gates 
Of Caucasu," in Ind, to find ton 


Lxw. 
The beauty, by Circassian Sacripant 
Preferred before his honour and his crown, 
The beauty which made Roland, Brava’s vaunt, 
‘ally his wholesome judgment and renown, 
The t beauty which had moved the wide Levant, 
And awed, and turned its kingdoms upside down, 
‘Now has not (thus deserted and unheard) 
One to assist it even with a word. 


Oppreme ith he Jogp upon the ah 
wit wy sleep upon ore, 
1 lovel; ere awake, chain : 
With hot dhstonchnstor tree the 
On board their ship, a sad, ‘rain. 
This done, they holsted up their sail once more, 
Whores ei error dispose, 
ot rey 
Her prisoned in a castle they enclose. 






LXV. 
But such her matchless Beonaty's power, the maid 
‘Was able that fierce crew to mollify, 
‘Who many days her cruel death delayed, 
reserved until their ast necoasity 5 
And while they damecls from without purveyed, 
8 nch angelic beauty: finally, 
\sel to the monstrous ore they bring, 

The people all behind her sorrowing. 
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LXvI. 
fete he : ‘he elkin Tinock ’ 
outery which against the welki 
I muarval tat the sea-shore was not rent, 
‘When she was placed upon the rugged block, 
‘Where, chained and void of help, the punishinent 
Of loathsome death awaits her on the rock. 
This will not I, so sorrow moves me, say, 
‘ich makes me turn my rhymes ano‘ way; 
To find f I i ibs a 
0 a verse of leas rious strain, 
"Till I my weariod spirt shall restore’? 
For not the squalid snake of mottled stain, 
Nor wild and whelpless tiger, angered more, 
Nor what of venomous, on burning plain. 
"twixt the Red and the Atlantic shore, 
Could see the grisly sight, and choose but moan 
The damsel bound upon the naked stone. 


LXVIm. 
Oh! if this chance to her Orlando, who 
‘Was fone to Paris-town to seek the maid, 
Davedty ee diate hed fom Stygian shad 
" & post, dispatel is le, 
Poeroald bore Listed her heeveniyCfootatens through 
‘A thousand deaths, to bear the damsel aid. 
But had the warriors of her peril known, 
So far removed, for what would that have done? 


LxIx, 

‘This while round Paris-walls the leaguer lay 

Of famed Troyano’s son’s besieging band, 

‘Reduced to such extremity one day, 

‘That it nigh fell into the foeman’s hand ; 

‘And, but that vows had virtue to allay 

‘The wrathof Heaven, whose waters drenched the land, 

‘That day had perished by the Moorish lance 

‘The holy empire and great name of France. 


LXxXx. 

To the just plaint of aged Charlemagne 
‘The great Creator turned his eyes, and stayed 
The conflagration with a sudden rain, 
‘Which haply human art had not allayed. 
Wise whoscever seeketh, not in vain, 
His help, than whose there is no better aid! 
‘Well the religious king, to whom ‘twas given, 
Knew that the saving succour was from Heaven. 

x 
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All night counsel of hr 
Watbd witha cencloen care Orlando sought 
Nowe now there, the restless aed 
Now turned, now seized, but never held the thought: 
‘As when, from gm sun or nightly planet shed, 
Clear water has ering radiance yht, 
‘The flashes data Bas apectoun mansion £9 
pi iieen ts tl Tight! lef and low, and high? 


LXxi. 
To memory now retarned his lady go 
She rat 
earn ner rs bed ome Drea 
(Row kindled into flame) had seemed at rest 
it in his escort even from Catay 
Of farthest Ind, had journeyed to the west ; 
‘There lost: Of whom he had discerned no token 
Since Charles's powornenr B Bordeaux-town was broken. 


Thin viendo mov grief, and he 

past in vain: 

“hy heart,” he aaid, “Obl how unworthily 
“ T Bore mys If! and out, alas! what pain, 

. m mght and day I might have dwelt with thee, 
“Since this thou didst not in thy disdain,) 
“To have let them place thee in old Namus’ hand! 
“ Witless a wrong so crying to withstand. 

LXXIV. 
“ Might T not have excused myself ?—The ki 
‘ad not ag it— 
“Or ifhe ad. y reasoning, 
«Who would have taken thee in my 
jot have armed, and rather let om wring 
My her ot of wy beat But not the might 
Charles or all his host, had they been tried, 
“Gould have availed to tour thee from my side 


Oh! had h het bot ki strong 
“ e placed her but in 
in some good fort, page sea 
«Binge he would trust her to: Duke Nam? care, 
fea ter eee 
“ Sorts with mywish. —Whowould' rokeptthefair 
«Eik me, that would for her to death havo go 
«Have kept her better than my heart 
‘Who should and could, yet not what 
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LXXVI. 
“ Without me, my sweet life, beshrew me, where 
“ Art thou bestowed, so beautiful and young ! 
ce At dame lost lamb, what time the de night fair- 
“ Shuts in, remains the wildering among, 
And goes about lamenting here and there, 
“ ing to warn the she; with her tongue ; 
Fil tee bi tee from far the mournful strain, 
sad shepherd weép for her in vain. 
LXXvil. 
rs Roa il where art thou, where? In doleful wise 
Shon, perchance, yet rove thy lonely round ? 
“Art thou, indeed, to rai wolf's prize 
“ Without thy faithful 
« And is the Hower, which, with the Tedetieas 
“Me, in mid heaven had placed, which, not to ot to wound, 


“(So reverent was my love) thy f 
“T kept untouched, 1 now plucke Se? 
LXXxvul. 


“ If this fair flower be plucked, oh, misery ! ob, 
«pepe a iene BT it 


«ee Sod. with ty wretched suppl t try. 
«Tf this be true, these hands the fat Slo 
“ Shall deal, and doom me to eternity.” 
Boxing his plaint with bitter tears and sighs, 
the grieved Orlando cries. 
LXxix. 
Already every where, with due repose, 
Creatures restored their 


tet yn laid 
These stones qy 
Or greeneward, sand op tor he 
Be searoely did thine eyes, Orlando, clas, 
mind tormenting fancies pre 
Beene vexing thoughts which Te annoy, 
Let thee in peace that footing sleep enj 


To Orlando it appeared he, 

ETc floware, upon a grassy bed, 
‘ere gazing on that beauteous ivory, 

Wir ong orn hand hd tinged ith atv ed 
ose two stars of transparency, 

‘With which he in Love's toile his fancy f fed: 

Of those bright eyes, and that bright face, I say, 

‘Which from his breast had torn his heart away. 
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He with the fullest pears Srerflows, 


That ever happy lover did content: 
But, lo! this time a mighty te tempest rose, 
And wasted flowers, re and rent. 


Not with the rage with which sick thie whitlvind blows, 
Toust warring winds, north, south, and east, unpeut- 
Tt seemed, as if in search of covering shade, 
He, vainly wandering, through a desert strayed. 
UXXxul. 

Meanvhile the unhappy lover lost tho dame 
In that dim air, nor how he lost her, weets ; 
And, roving far and Foal her beanteous name 


And ind it “ oh erciahed me me!” is Seni kis 


to changed m deere sweets P” 
Hoot his coveteign lady Who wl tore 
Demands his aid, the lamentation hears. 


LXXXIIL. 

Thither, whence come the sound, he swiftly hies, 
And toils, now here, now there, with labour sore : 
Oh! what tormenti ssh ‘to think his eyes 
Cannot the lo rays explore! explore! a 
—Lo! other voice from other 
“ Hope not on nth te ie blessing more."® 


LXXXIv. 


Not thinking that like images are vain, 
‘When feat, or when desire disturbs our rest, 


And plate reed he limbs all over dremel: 
oe from the stall he filled, 
Nor any squire attendants service willed. 
and ar jot m0 
to every wl ret not 
By this his dignity to stain or alight, 
‘The old and honoured ensign he foregoes, 
His ancient bearing, quartered red and white. 
‘And in ita place a sable ensign shows, 
Perhaps as suited to his mournful 
ast ee oret he from an Amostantes 
he had slain in fight some time before." 
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mx ht he departed silently, 

t midi EXXXy a 

TNor to-his uncle spake, nor to his trae 
‘And faithful comrade Brandimart, whom he 
Bo dearly cherished, even bade adieu ; 

But when, with golden tresses streaming-free, 

The sun from rich Tithonus’ inn withdrew, 

And chased the shades, and cleared the humid air, 

‘The king pereeived Orlando was not there. 
LXXXVII. 

‘To Charles, to his displeasure, were conveyed 
‘News that his nephew had withdrawn at night, 
‘When most he lacked his presence and his aid; 
Nor cold he curb his cholera the fight, 
‘Bat that with foul reproach ho overlaid 

sorely threatened the ight, 
By him e0 foul a feult should be sepented 
Save he, returning home, his wrath prevented. 
LXXXVII. 

Nor would Orlando's faithful Brandimart, 

‘Who loved him as himself, behind him stay ; 
‘Whether to bring him back he in his heart 
Hlopod, or of him ill brooke injurious say : 
‘And scarce, in his impatience to depart, 

Til fall of ove his sally would delay. 

Lest she should hinder his design, of this 
He nought imparted to his Flordelis : 


Mo him thin was a lady easing deat 

was 8 ; 

"And from whose side he was unwont to stray , 
Endowed with manners, grace, and beauteous cheer, 
‘Wisdom and wit: if now he went away 
And took no leave, it was because the peer 
Hoped to revisit her that very day. 

But that befel him after, as he strayed, 
‘Which him beyond his own intent delayed. 
xO... 

She when sho has expected him in vain 
‘Well nigh a montli, and nought of him discerns, 
Sallies without a guide or faithful train, 

So with desire of him her bosom yearns : 
And many a country seeks for him in vain ; 
To whom the story in due placo returns. 
No more I now shall tell you of these two, 
‘More bent Anglantes’ champion to pursue s 
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Xcl. 
‘Who having old Almontes’ blazonry 
So igh th + and there the 
ner the gad when he, 






‘Went straight ent by foe: but what befel 
‘Him next, the canto which ensues shall tell. 


CANTO IX.’ 


ARGUMENT, 


So far Orlando wends, he comes to where 

He of old Proteus’ heare the cruel use 
But feele ech pily for Olympia fair, 
Wronged by Cymosco, soho in prison mews 
Her plighted spouse, that ere he makes repair 
Further, he gives her hope to venge the abuse : 
He does 0, and departs ; and with his spouse 
Departs Bireno, to repeat hie vows, 


L 

‘Waar cannot, when he has a heart possess’d, 
This false and cruel traitor Love? since he 
Can banish from Orlando’s faithful breast 
Such tried iance and due loyalty P 
‘Wise, fall of and of the blest 
And glorious ch the champion wont to be, 
Now, little for himself or uncle, driven 
By a vain love, he cares, and less for heaven. 


IL 
But I excuse him well, rejoiced to know 
T have like partner in my vice: for still 
To seek my good I too am faint and slow; 
Bat sound and nimble in pursuit of ill. 
The count departs, disguised in sable show, 
Nor for so many friends, with froward will, 
Deserted cares; and comes where on. i 


‘Are camped the hosts of Afrio and of Spain ; 
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mm. 
Rather uncamped : for, in less troops 
Tse de hed nd Ee ad ond 
lere ten, ‘tw ve cight, 
Roser o frer of Gra Grlando scanned. 
Each sleeps, 


‘Yet cannot track his lady, high or low. 

Ifhe finds any one in wi 

Bighing, to hisa he paints her form and show ; 
prays him that for eourtesy, he where 

The damsel is, Sleeee ae repair, 


hen the day 
A whally oneal sd et in nny isbagh. 


dn Bea wot he Wao might sly 


ia: ae iy he Pr 


enters 
This he pursues the livelong winter through, 
Nor quits when gladsome spring returns anew. 
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VU 

As (auch his wont) from land to land he goes, 
‘A river's side he reaches on a day ; 
‘Which to the neighbouring sea in quiet flows, 
Bretons and Normans parting on ita way : 
But, swoln with mountain rain and melted snows, 
‘Then thundered, white with foam and flashing-spray : 
And with impetuous stream had overtopt ‘ 
Tts brim, and burst the bridge, and passage stopt, 


x. 
‘Tho paladin this bank and the other eyed, 
‘Along tho river’s channel, to explore, 
Since neither fish nor fowl, if from his side 
He could gain footing on the adverse shore; 
‘When, with ‘in the poop, he spied 
‘A ready pinnace that towards him bore: 
She steered, as if she would approach the strand ; 
But would not let her ahallop make the land. 


x. 
Steered not to land ; as haply with icion 
To take lading, fa her ra dope” 
To her the Orlando made petition 
To put him o'er the stream ; and she : “* No knight 
«Ho aball as fa fat ome tals light, 
“He ‘a fad s . 
‘That he will do a battle, at my prayer, 
“ Upon the justest quarrel and most fair. 


xi. 
“ So that if thou on the other shore to land 
“Dost by my aid, Sir cavalier, desire, 
a Rromise me, patent ter which is at hand” 
80 er “ expire, 
“That thou wilt join the Hibernian monzrch’s band, 
“ Who forms a fair armada, in his ire, 
“To sack Ebuda’s isle ; of all comprese’d 
“ By ooean’s circling waves, the cruellest. 


xm. 
“ Know, beyond Ireland, in the briny flood, 
“An island, amid many others, lies ; 
« Ebuda is its name ; whose people rude 
“(Buch is their law), in search Of plundor hies ; 
“And all the women that it takes, for food 
«Mo a voracious animal supplies ; 
«Which every day to shore for this doos speed,” 
“ And finds new wife or maid whereon to feed : 
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XO 
For of these merchant still and Corsair sell 

“A large supply, and most of those moat fair. 
“Reckoning one slain a-day, you thus may well 
“Compute what wives and maids have perished there. 
“But if compassion in your bosom dwell, 
“Nor you to Love an utter rebel are, 
“Bo you contented with this band to wend, 
“United for such profitable end.” 


xIv. 

To hear the whole Orlando scarce could bear, 
Ere to be first in that emprize he swore,* 
As one who evil deed misliked to hear, 

with impati like relation bore : 
Hence first induoed to think, and next to far, 
Angelica is captive on that shore: 
Binge he 20 long the missing meld pursues, 
Nor of the damsel yet can gather news. 


‘That with all speed to that fell island he 

Resolved to navigate ; nor yet the round 

Of a new sun was buried in the sea, 

Ere he a vessel at St. Malo’s found ; 

In which, embarking on his quest, the count 

Put forth, and cleared that night St. Michael’s Mount. 


XVI. 
Breac and Landriglier‘ past on the left hand, 
Orlando's vessel skims the Breton shore ; 
‘Then shapes her course towards the chalky strand, 
‘Whence 's iale the name of Albion bore : 
But the south wind, which had her canvas fanned, 
Shifts to north-west, and freshening, blows so sore, 
‘Tho mariners are fain to strike all sail, 
And wear and scud before the boisterous gale. 





And let, without more strife, the vessel gain 
‘A port, where Antwerp’s river met the main. 
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en in years; wha, full of 
Beputing hii ler a teen 


And him, on a daneels that he 
“Ee hoe would tak not ehboms to ropa 
¢ JWhiom of unequalled affabiity 
And sweetness, he would find, as well as fair ; 
‘ Or-otherwise would be content, that she 
* Should to his bark resort, to seek him there, 
«Nor prove lees pliant than had been before 
e knights errant, who had sought that shore : 


xx. 
‘For hitherto; by land or ses, conveyed, 
“No cavalie ex pa journeyed toh lc 
* That had re! with the maid, 
‘And her coun: a cruel case.” 
Oniand heating ths, no more delayed, 
But issued from the bark with hurried pace, 
And, in all kind and courteous usage bred, 
His way directed where the ancient led. 
xxi 
‘With him did Roland to the city go, 
And at the 


XXII. 
“Tho ind sow in we Sis carat (cried 
though not ha only otipring Gor b ( 


“T living gaily this happy De 
“ioe pot A A out 
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“The Duk of Zealand, tsaning for Bisos fe 
. <) for 
« With sie aa 


“Those day whenas the pind ‘wind was 

fi forme if foul for others a) 
“Boothe seemed, an hour to me; 
“ moments flew. 
“This while, we oftentimes held collog colloquy, 
«When, to be given with solemn righé and due, 
“T promised him, and he to me, his 
“OR Ris rota, in wodlos holy bend, 


“anak name my faithful lover bore, 
“When Friesland’s king, ‘whose realm is from our own 
“No farther than this stream from Ocean's shore, 
to bestow me on his goa, 
“ Arbantes hight (the monarch had no more), 
“To Holland sent the worthiest of his land, 
“ Mo of the count, my father, to demand. 


XXVI. 
“I without power to falsify that vow, 
N ‘thought the power, woul Lore al 
“Nor Tis re allow 
“ae Be if 


«Gned & ay fasker, YT eould outher ed” 
« My very life-blood, than in Friesland wed. 


te Ee a pa 

ious wi Qa 

wy erat theaned ine, not would ray wil conatrain 
arene my grief, broke off the intended measure, 

“To give me comfort and reliev 
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XXVIHtl. 
“Berider, that both bie puissance and his might 
Are such, as in our age are matched of 
“ Buch is in evil deeds his cunnin sleight, 


“ Strange arms he beara, unknown to an wight, 
“Save firm, of the ancient nations or the new : 
“A hollow iron, two yards long, whose small 
“Channel he loads with powder and a ball. 


xxix. 

“ Ho, where ‘tis closed behind, in the iron round, 
“Touches with fire a vent, discerned with pain ; 
«Tn guise that skilfal surgeon tries his ground, 

« Where need ‘oquires that ho should broathe a vein. 
‘Whence flies the ballet with such deafening sound, 
«Pant lt an Lightning from the hollow co 


« ‘Appear to dart, and thunder, 
«Burm what they emite, ‘ute, eat down fe ond asunder. 


xxx. 
“ Twice broken, he our armies overthrew 
“ With this device, my gentle brethren slain ; 
“ The first the shot in our first battle slew, 
“Reaching his heart, through broken plate and chain; 
“ The other in the other onset, who 
“Was flying from the fatal field in vain. 
“The his shoulder from a distance tore 
“ Behind, and issued from his breast before. 
. XXXL 
«My father next, defending on a day 
“he only f fortress which he still possessed, 
others taken which about it lay, 
“ ee sent alike to his eternal rest : 


Wheteelod a a ths o Sat coon pressed, 


“ we aimed at from afar, in privy wise, 
“« And by the traitor _ een the eyes. 


«And I remaining, sire and brethren dead, 
“The isle of Holland’s only heir, the ing 
“ Of Friesland, who by the desire was l 
“ Of better there his power establishing, 
‘ome, and alao to my people sad, 


juiet to my state might brin; 
rea Pee ee aa? ot set aocanlh 
«Now take his son Arbantes for my lord 
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XXXII. 
“TI, not so much for deadly hate I bear 
“To him and all his kindred, by whose spite 
« My sire and both my brothers slaughtered were, 
“ My country sacked and waste, as that the knight 
“TI would not wrong, to whom I fealty sware, 
“ ‘And had my solemn word already plight 
“That me to wedlock man should woo in vain, 
“Till he to Holland should return from Spain, 
XXXIV. 
“ For one ill-born, a hundred yet behind, 
“ Will bear (replied) to hazard all content, 
“—Slain, burnt alive, to let them to the wind 
“ Scatter my ashes, rather than consent.— 
“ My people seek to move my stedfast mind, 
“ yer and by protest, from this intent; 
«Add threat to yield my city up and mo, 
«Lest all be lost through my obduracy. 


XXKV. 
“When in my fixt and firm resolve they read, 
“That prayer and protest are alike in vain ; 
“ My town and me, with Friesland’s king agreed, 
“ Surrendered, as they vowed, my vassal train. 
<Not doing by me any shamefl deed 
“Mo he assured of life and of domain, 
“So I would soften my obdurate mood, 
“ And be to wed with his Arbantes wooed. 
XXXVI. 
“who would have consented to forego 
“ My life to scape from him, reflection made, 
“That, save I first avenged myself, all woe, 
“Endured, would be by this regret outweighed. 
“Long time I muse, and to my misery know, 
“Tis only simulation which can aid. 
“Not simple willingness, I feign, desire, 
“To win his grace, and have him for my sire. 
XXXVIL 
“Mid many in my father’s service, I 
% Select two brothers fitted for my view, 
“Of valiant heart and great al 
* But more approved for truth, as followers, who 
red in my father’s court, from infan 
“Hod with myself grown up ; the brothers two 
“So wholly bound fo mo, they would have thought 
“ My safety with their lives was cheaply bought. 
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To them I tell Ks r 

“ ject, 

"Or irtirn oe m eee bel aid 
“To Flanders 
“T sent, and jE ann Holt aya 


“ Bireno in Bincay (the Sidings went 
“ Bireno in CB) went 
“For Holland “s oquipt an armament. 


XXXxIx. 
“ Binge on the issue of the earliest fray, 
1 fmf. tha rout one haplee bro fell, 
“ a courier to Biscay, 
“Who the sad news should to Bireno tell : 
“While he toils gore his squadron to array, 
“ Proud Friesland’s arms our wretched remnant quell. 
“ Bireno, who knew nought of this, had weighed, 
«And with his barks put forth to bring ua aid. 


xL. 
“ These tidings told to Friceland’s monarch, he 
“ Gonfiding to his son ‘wedding’s care, 





«Who, a tan son », would seek my bed. 
Behind the curtaina, Tied hid the tried 
“ <_ And faithfal follower, of ‘whom T said, 
«Who moved not ‘idegroom he descried, 
«cet waited not tll he in bed was Inid : 





“The deed, leap lightly up and cut his throat. 


XLO. 
* As falls the bullock upon shamble-sill, 
‘Thus fell the ill-starred stripling, in despite 
“Of king Cymosco, worst among the ill; 
“So was the impious king of Friesland hight, 
Wad Sa my’ uete to and wetter ght 
a better 4 
“In wedlock wahod wished to join me with his son 
“ Haply to alay me when his end was won. 
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“Proud fe returned, both he and his array, 
“Of the duke taken, and the victory won: 
“ And thought to feast and nuptials he was bound, 
“But in his home all grief and darkness found. 


XLV. 
“ His pity for his son, the hate he fed 
“Towards me, torment the father day and night ; 
«But as lamenting will'not raise the dead, 
“‘And vengeance is a vent for smothered spite ; 
“That portion of his thoughts, which should have led 
“The king, to.ease by sighs his troubled sprite, 
“ Now willingly takes counsel with his hate, 
“To seize me, and his vengeance satiate. 


XLVI. 
“All known or exid to be my fiends on, who 


Their 

« And he had killed Bireno, since he knew 

“ No other trouble could inflict such pain ; 

“ But that he, saving him in malice, thought 

« He had a net wherewith I might be caught. 
XLV. 

“ ot him a eral proposition mad, 

“Granting s year his purpose to complete ; 

« Gondembol to pr death, till then delayed, 

“Bag in that tine, Chrough force or through deceit, 

“He by his friends’ and kindred’s utmost aid, 

« Doing or plotting, me from my retreat 

“ Conveyed into his prisons ; so that he 

“Can only saved by my destruction be. 
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XLVIII. 


«cd (grant of eal the produce pat ands) 
<A.past of i to wily perio tol 
wth ret oft hapa guards might be applied ; 
‘Tho rest of it dispensed to move and arm 

“ Germans or English, to the miscreant’s harm. 


XLIx. 
“My their trust betrayed, 
s Onthat they Mae neery perform no more, 
“(Me with vain words instoad of help have paid, 
“ And scorn me, having drained seanty sore: 
« kad now tho term ia nigh expired, when 
«Whether of open force or 
«No longer will arrive in time to ove 
“My cherished spome fom torture and the grave. 


“Tagough hin, from mo wa m dominion rent ; 
“"Through him, my father and my brethren slain ; 
“Through him, the little treasure left me, spent 
“ (What served alone existence to sustain) 
“To rescue. him, in cruel durance pent ; 
“Nor other sane t moon hin roma 
«Save I, to liberate him from prisor 
“And yield myself to such cruel foo" 


LL 

“Tf pothing more bela me then 0 try, 
“Nor way for escape a] 

“<"Than his with this my wretched life to buy, 
“This life I gladly will lay down: one fear 
« Alone tolefte me and iis tae £ 

“Can never my conditions make so clear, 

« As to assure me, that with new deceit, 
“Mo, when his prey, the tyrant will not cheat, 


LO. 
“I fear, when I shall be in captive plight, 
“ And he has vat all tortures mn me, 
«Ho may not loote Bireno, and the kzight 
“ Have not to thank me for his liberty : 
“ Like perjured king, and full of foul despite, 
“Who with my murder will not satiate be 5 
“But by Bireno neither less nor more 
© Will do, than he had done by me before. 
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LI. 
“The oocasion now that I confer with you 
« And tell my case to all who seck the land, 
“Both lords and knights, is with the single view, 
“That taking counsel of 0 large a band, 
“Some one may indicate assurance due, 
«That when before the cruel king I stand, 
“No he Bireno shall detain ; 
“Nor, after I am killed, the dake be slain. 


Liv. 

“ Warrior to wend with me, I in my need, 
‘When I shall bo to Friceland given, hive prayed; 
“But so he promise, that the exchange agree 
«Shall be between us in such manner made, 
“That from his bonds Bireno shall be freed 
“When I am to the monarch’s hands conveyed : 
“Thus I, when I am slain, shall die content, 
“Who to my spouse shall life by death have lent : 


Lv. 
“Nor to this day have chanced upon a wight 
“Who on hie faith will give me warranty, 
“That if the king refuse to loose the knight, 
“When I am offered, from captivity, 
«cdo will not suffer that in my des vite 
“(Bo feared those weapons ) I shall takon bo, 
“Bo feared those weapons, upon every hand ! 
“ Which, howsoever thick, no plates withstand. 


LVI. 

“Now, if as strong Herculean and bold 
“ Appear to vouch, such worth to you belong ; 
“And you believe to give me or withhold 
“Tg in'your power, should he intend me wrong ; 
ape with me, when committed to his hold, 
“Since fear not, in your convoy strong, 
When you are with me, that my lord, though I 
“Be after slain, shall by his order die.” 


Vil. 
Here her discourse, wherewith were 


‘Whose ready will ne'er balta in doing good, 
Briefly to as indi 
0 i thes of his natural mood. 


¢ plights his solemn word, that better aid 
She should from him receive than that she prayed. 
L 
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LVIit. 

*Tis not his scheme to place her in the hand 

Of her ‘foul foe, to have Bireno freed ; 

He will save both the lovers, if his brand 

And wonted valonr failhim not at need. 

‘Embarked that very day, they put from land 

‘With a clear aky and prosperous wind to speed. 

‘The county hastes in his impatient heat, 

Eager to reach that isle, the monster's seat. 
LEX. 

Through the still deeps, on this or the other side, 
‘The akipper veered his canvas to the wind : 
‘This isle, and that of Zealand, they deseried, 
One seen before, and one shut in behind.* 

‘The third day, from the harboured vessel's side, 
In Holland, Bolan i joi 


Lx. 
Armed at all points, the county paseed ashore, 
Borne on a “twixt brown and black, the breed 
Of Denmark, but in Flanders nurtured, more 


LXxI. 
Orlando fares to Dordrecht, where he views 
‘A numerous squadron, which the gate maintain ; 
‘As well, because suspicion atill ensues 
On the foundation of a new domain ; 
‘As that before they had received the news, 
That out of Zealand, backed with armed train, 
‘Was coming with a fleet of many sail, 
A cousin of the lord here pent in jail. 


LXIE. 
One, good Orlando to the monarch’s ear 
bear a message, ‘ that an errant knight 

“On him would prove himself, with sword and speay; 

«But wonld lay down this pact before the ght» 

“That if the king unhorsed the cavalier, 

‘Her who Arbantes slew, he, as his right, 

‘Should have, that, at the cavalier’s command, 

“Was ready for delivery to his hand ; 
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LXI. 

‘And willed the king should on his side agree, 
«If him the knight in combat overbore, 
‘ Forthwith released from his captivity, 
‘Bireno to full freedom to restore.’ 
To him the footman does his embassy ; 
But he, who knightly worth or courteous lore 
Had never known, ts his whole intent 

The count by treacherous fraud to circumvent. 


LXIv. 
He hopes as well, if he the warrior slay, 
To have the dame, amy #0 agurieved, he hates, 
anc 


Of that strange knight, tho footman well relates. 
Hence thirty mon dispatched by other way 
‘han to the portal Ie land waits ; 
‘Who with a long 


ry ene wind, 
And come upon the hoe 


He all this while had made Kis guard delay 

‘The Imig with words, ill horse and fot he spied 

Arrived, where he this ambuscade did lay ; 

When fom thee he whe many hd 

the practised hunter's wonted way, 

Ro Scie Pood aor beasts on Grey sede: 

Ap nigh Volana, with bis ewoeping nets, 

The wary fisher fish and pool bes 

LXVI. 

*Tis thus the king bars ever, path which lies 

Free for the warrior's flight, with armed train : 

He him alive, and in no other guise, 

‘Would have, and lightly ho end to gain; 

Nor for the sarthly thunderbolt a me 

‘That had so many and so many 

Which here he deems would serve his purpose il, 

‘Where he desires to take and not to 

fowler, be LXVII. 
fowler, bent on greater 
‘reserves alive she game first caught, 
Tht ithe ea the call-bird and his cheating play,* 

More Zany within the oiling net be b rough 
But Boland gould not be 2o lightly boughs 
Like them by the frst toil that springs ; 
‘And quickly forced the circle which was made. 

L2 
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LXVvit. 

‘Where he perceives the assailants thickest stand, 
He rests his lance, and sticks in his career 
‘First one and afterwards another, and 
‘Another, and another, who appear 
of aste 5 til six he of the circling band 

foes impales upon a spear ; 
A eaventh Lott out who bythe push lain, 
Since the clogged weapon can no more contain. 


Lxix. 
No otherwise, upon the further shore 
Of fosse or of canal, the fro; We SBYs 
By cautious archer, p ised in his lore, 
Smote and transfixed® the one the other nigh ; 
Upon the shaft, until it hold no more, 
From barb to feathers full, allowed to lie. 
The heavy lance Orlando from him fiung, 
‘And to close combat with his faulehion sprung. 


LXX. 

The lance now broke, his sword the warrior drew, 
‘That sword which never yet was drawn in vain, 
And still with cut or thrast some soldier slew ; 
Now horse, now footman of the tyrant’s train. 
‘And, ever where he dealt a stroke, changed blue, 
Yellow, green, white, and black, to crimson stain, 
Gymosco grieves, when most his noods require, 

fot to have now his hollow cane and fire ; 
LXXxI. 

And with loud voice and menacing 
Bids these be brought, but ill his followers hear ; 
For those who have found safety of his band, 

To issue from the city are in fear. 

Ho, when he sees them fly on either hand, 

Would fly as well from that dread cavalier ; 
Makes for the gate, and would the drawbridge litt, 
But the pursuing county is too swift. 


LXXxIL. 

The monarch turns his back, and leaves the knight 
Lord of the drawbridge and of either gate. 
‘Thanks to his swifter steed, the rest in Bight 


‘We passes: good Orlando will not wait 
Intent the felon, not his band, to smite) 
ipon the herd to wreck his hate. 


But his slow horse seems restive ; while the king’s, 
More nimble, flies as if equipt with wings. 
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LXXI. 
From street to street, befire she enna he made 
‘And vanished clean ; but after little sta 
Came with new arms, with tube and fire purveyed ; 
‘Which, at is host this whilo his men convey. 
at a comer, he waylaid: 
ne fe, as hunter watchoe for his prey, 
In forest, with armed dogs" and spear, attending 
‘The boar in fury from the hill descending, 
LXXIv. 
‘Who rends the branch and overthrows the stone ; 
And wheresoe er he turns his haughty front, 
so loud the deafening cash and groan) 


Aarne were and mount. 
Intent to mie id od atone, 
Cymoseo at the expects the count 

‘AB goon a8 ote ith ready light 


Towson the beky ua Gres upon The bight 


LXXYV. 
Behind, the weapon flames in lightning’s 8 guise, 
‘And vents the thunder from before ; the ground 
Shakes under foot and city wall ; the skies 
‘The fearful echo all about rebound. 
‘The burning bolt with sudden fury flies, 
Not sparing aught which in its course is found. 
Husing and whiting through the skies it went : 
But smote not, to the assassin’s foul intent. 
LXXVI. 
‘Whether it was his great desire to kill 
‘That baron, or his hurry made him fail, 
Or trembling heart, like leaf which flutters still, 
‘Made hand and arm together flinch and quail ; 
Or that it was not the Creator’s will 
‘The church so soon her cham; rion sould bowals 
The stroke his courser’s belly tore, 
Ontelretched on earth, from thenco to rise ho more. 


LXXVI. 
To earth fall horse and rider : this the knight 
Searee touched; the other thundering peated the plain: 
For the first rose so ready and 60 
He from the fall seemed breath and force to gain. 
‘As African Antéus, in the fight, ‘ 
‘Bose from the sand with prouder might and main ; 
80 when Orlando touched the to view 
‘He rose with doubled force and vigour new. 


150 OBLANDO FURIOSO. CANTO 1x. 


LXXVIIL 
He who has seen the thunder, from on hi; 
Discharged by Jove with such & horrid sound, 
Descond where nitre, coal, and sulphur lie, 
Btored up for use in magazine profound, 
Which scarce has reached—but touched it re the sky 
in a flame, as well as burning groun 
Firm walls are split, and solid marbles riven, 
‘And flying stones cast up as high as heaven ; 


LXXEX. 
Let him imagine, when from earth he sprung, 
Such was the semblance of the cavalier ; 
‘Who moved in mode to frighten Mars among 
10 Gods, so fierce and horrid was his cheer. 
‘At this dismay’d, the King of Friesland stung 
His horse, and tirned his rein, to fly the poor 
But fierce Orlando was upon his foo 
‘Faster than arrow flies from bended bow: 
LXXX. 
And, what before he could not, when 
Of his good courser, now afoot will do. 
is speed outgoes t in every breast, 
Breseds ti eterlenoe, seven those ho vw. 
tyrant shortly joined, on crest 
Smote at his head so well, he cleft st through 5 
‘And to the neck divided by the blow, 
Sent it, to shake ita last on earth below. 


LXXXIL 
In rout the people fly, who cannot 

Who these may be, or what the foes demand : 
But, when this man and that by speech and dress 
As Zesland-men distinguishes the band, 
Carte blanche they proffor, and the chief address, 
Bidding him range them under his command ; 
Against the Frieslanders to lend him aid, 

have their duke in loathsome prison stayed. 
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"To Friesland’s king thet people hatred bore 

‘0 ’s king that 

With all his following peopl er ancient lord 
Had put t9 death, and who by them yet more, 
‘As evil and rapacious, was abhorred. 
Orlando interposed with kindly lore, 
As friend of both, the parties to accord : 
By whom, 20 joined, no Frieslandar was left 
But was of life or liberty bereft. 


They would not wait to week the dungeon BY 

would not to seel \-key, 

But breaking-down the gate, their éutrance made: 
Bireno to the gout with couriety 
‘And grateful thanks the service done repaid: 
‘Thence they, together with large company, 
‘Went, where Olympia in her vessel stayed : 
For s0 was the expecting lady hight, 
‘To whom that island’s crown belonged of right. 


She who had thith aot Onaaa brought, 
wi er rr lo 
Not hoping that he would have thriven so well ; 
—Enough for her, if by her misery bought, 
[er spouse were tescued from the tyrant’s cell !— 
Her, fall of love and loyal homage, sought 
‘The people one and all: "Twere long to tell 
How she caressed Birend, he the maid.— 
‘What thanks both lovers to the county paid, 


‘The people, throned in ie nal rej 

people, in her paternal reign, 
Replace the injured dame, and fealty swear: 
Bho on the duke, to whom in solid chain 
Love with eternal knot had linked the fair, 
‘The empire of herself and her domain 
Conferred : He, called away by other care. 
Left in the cousin's guardian care this while 
His fortresses, and all the subject iste. 


LXXXVvVil. 
Since he to visit Zealand’s duchy planned, 
His faithful consort in his company 5 
And thence, upon the king of Friesland’s land, 
‘Would try his fortune (as he said), for he 
A , he rated highly, had in hand, 
ich seemed of fair success the warranty, 
The daughter of the king; who here forsaken, 
With many others had been prisoner taken. 
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Te brother, her the du pretends, 
o 2 ger er, ce 
conjoined in wedlock, he conveyed. 
The Roman senator thence Parting wends 
v reno ; 
Bathe to nothing else his hand extends 
Of all the many, : ony tree made, 
Save to that engine, found amid the plunder, 
‘Which in all points I said resembled thunder. 


LXXXIX. 
‘Not with infant in his defence to boar 
What tal 6 prize Possost 5 
For he still held it an 
To go with vantage on w! whatever quest: quest : 
But with design to cast the weapon where 
Tt never more should living wight molest ; 


ody het wan speraniag to 

Bore off as well, Poder and the ball. 

Ag thon hn of he ey bert ee, 
in the deepest sea descried, 

So, that no longer distant a] 

Of either shone‘on thes or the ote sa, 

He seized the tube, and said: “ That cavalier 
May never vail through thee his imightly pride, 

«Hon bane bo sated wi « better foe, 

“Down with thee to the darkest deep below! 


“ Cast in ‘Tartarean ia ot enn bend 
“Of Beelzebub, whose foul malignity 
wha rin ofthe word through theo haa planned 
“To hell, from whence thou came, I render th 
So said, he cast away the weapon ; 
Meanwhile, with flowing sheet, his frigate goes, 
By wind, which for the cruel island blows. 
XCIL 

Such was the paladin's desire to explore 
Tf in that place his missing lady were 5 
‘Whom he prefers the united world before, 
Nor can an hour of life without her bear. 
He fears, if he set foot on Ireland’s shore, 
Some other chance may interrupt him there : 
So that he after have in vain to say, 
“Why hasted I no faster on my way? 


* Orlando, 
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xXcImL. 
‘Nor ho in England nor in Ireland 
ill make, nor 


. ye . 
For well I wot that ‘as well as mo 


*Twould grieve that bridal should without us be. 


XcIv. 
Sumptuous and fair the bridal there is made ; 
‘But neither yet so sum nor so fair 
As it will be in Zealan it is said: 


Teeter stain, thes tid entrant, 
Hr a ing re 


CANTO X. 
ARGUMENT. 


Another love assails Rireno’s breatt, 

Who leaves one night Olympia on the shore. 
To Logistilla’s holy realm addressed, 
Rogero goes, nor heeds Alcina more : 
Hin, of thet jiying courser repose 
‘The hippogryph on airy voyage bore 
Whence he the good Rinaldo’s levy sce, 

+ dnd next Angelica beholds and frees. 





Or all the loves, of all fidelity 
, of all the constant hearts and true, 
OF Mahe lovers, sn foicty 
Or sorrow faithful found, a famous crew, 
Fo Olympia I would give the fist degreo 
hee than seoond : f this be not due, 
Poval na say than hers no tale is told 
Of truer fove, in present times or old. 
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1. 
‘And this she by so many proofs and clear, 
Had made apparont othe Zeeland lord, 
No woman's faith more certain could appear 
‘To man, though he her open heart explored : 
And if fair truth such spirits should endear, 
‘And they in mutual love deserve reward, 
Bireno as himeelf, nay, he above, 
Himself, I say, should kind Olympia love. 
IL. 


Nor only should he nevermore deveive 
Her for another, were that woman she 
Who so made Europe and wide Asia grieve, 
Or fairer yet, if one more fair there be} 
‘But rather than quit her the light should leave, 
And what ia sweet to taste, touch, hear, and see, 
And life and fame, and all beside; if aught 
More precious can in truth be styled, or thought. 

Vv. 


Iv. 
If her Bireno loved, as she had loved 
Bireng, if her love he did repay 
With faith like hers, and still with truth unmoved, 
Veered not his shifting sail another way ; 
Or ingrate for such service—cruel proved 
For such fair love and faith, I now will say ; 
‘And you with lips comprest and eye-brows bent, 
Bhall listen to the tale for wonderment ; 


v. 

And when you shall have heard the impiety, 
Which of such i Ng, goodness was the meed, 
‘Woman tako warning from this prfdy, 

And let none make a lover's word her creed. 
‘Mindless that God does all things hear and see, 
‘The lover, eager his desires to speed, 

Heaps promises and vows, aye prompt to swear, 
Which afterwards all winds disperse in air. 


VL 
‘The promises and empty vows dispersed 
Tovar, by winds nt donated £0, 
Appeeaed with witch thts overod plats glow 
with which their fever . 
Ia this example which I offer, v 
‘Their prayers and tears to credit be more slow. 
Cheaply, dear Indice mine, is wisdom bought 
By those who wit at other's cost are 
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Vil. 

Of those in the first flower of youth beware, 
‘Whose visage is so soft and smooth to sight : 
For past, as soon as bred, their fancies are ; 
Like a straw-fire their every appetite, 

So the keen hunter follows up the hare 

In heat and cold, on shore, or mountain-height ; 

Nor, when ‘tis taken, more esteems the prize; 

And only hurries after that which flies. 
Vill. 

Such is the practice of these striplings who, 
‘What time you treat them wit usterity, 
Love and revere you, and such hor » 
‘As those who pay their service faithfully ; 
But vaunt no sooner victory, ou. 
From mistresses shall servants grieve to be; 
And mourn to see the fickle love they owed, 
From you diverted, and elsewhere bestowed. 


x. 
I not for this (for that were i 
‘That you should cease to love ; for you, without 
‘A lover, like uncultivated vine, 
Would be, that has no prop to wind about. 
But the first down I pray you to decline, 
To fly the volatile, inconstant rout ; 
To make your choice the riper fruits among, 
Nor yet to gather what too long has hung. 


x. 
A daughter they have found (above was said) 
orks pou Ling “eho dd tis Feealand state s 


‘That with Bireno’s brother was to wed, 
As far as rumour tells ; but to relate 
‘The trath, a longing in Bireno bred 
The sight of food so paosing delicate; 
‘And he to balk his palate deemed would be, 
For other's sake, a foolish courtesy. 


x1. 
The gentle damsel had not past fourteen, 
‘Was beautiful and fresh, and like a rose, 
this first opening from its bud ia seen, 
‘And with the vernal sun expands and grows. 
‘To say Bireno loved the youthful queen 
Were little; with leas blaze lt tinder glows, 
ripened corn, w] erever envious 
Of foe amid the grain has cast e brand, 


156 ORLANDO FURIOSO. CANTO K 


Stops short the babbling ware, which boiled before; 
was the raging 1a blew 
‘Within his breast, extinguished by a now. 


Nor feels Bireno mere satiety ; 
He loaths her 80, he ill endures her sight ; 


And, if his hope be k deferred, will die : 
fod he hap be lng efor, 


Olympia less to love 
‘He seems, and but her pleasure to explore. 
xXIv. 
And if the other he too much caress, 
‘Who cannot but caress her, there are none 
See evil in the deed, but rather guess 
Tt is in pity, is in goodness done : 
Since to raise up and comfort in distress 
‘Whom Fortune's wheel beats down in chan; run, 
‘Was never blamed ; with glory oftener paid; 
—So much the more, a young—a harmless maid. 


Xv. 
Almighty God | how fallible and vain 
Is human judgment, dimmed by clouds obscure ! 
Bireno’s actions, impious and profane, 
others are reputed just and pure. 
dheaty stooping to their oar, the train 
‘Have loosed his vessel from the port secure, 
‘And with the duke and bis companions steer 
For Zealand through the deep, with merry cheer. 


xvi. 
Already Holland and its headlands all 
Are left astern, and now descried no more ; 
Since to shun Friesland they to larboard hawl, 
ceep their course more nigh the Scottish shore : 
‘When they are overtaken by a squall, 
And drive three days the open sea before : 
‘Upon the third, when now, near eventide, 
Alparren and unpeopled isle is spied. 
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XVII. 


She there contented, with the faithless knight, 
" dread. 


Th Bireno, where a tent was ight 
pleasant place, repaired, and went to bed. 
‘The others Of their train returned aboard, 
And rested in their ship, in haven moored. 
xvii. 
‘The fear and late sea-sorrow, which had weighed 
So long upon the dame and broke her rest, 
The finding herself safe in greenwood shade 
Removed. noise, and, for her tranquil breast 
(Knowing her lover was beside her laid) 
No farther thoughts, no further cares molest, 
Olympia lap in slumber so profound, 
No sheltered bear or dormouse sleeps more sound. 


XIX. 

The lover falso, who, hatching treason lies, 
Stole from his bed in silence, when he knew 
She slept: his clothes he in a bundle ties, 
Nor other raiment on his body threw. 

‘Then issuing forth from the pavilion hies, 
‘As if on new-born wings, towards his crew ; 
‘Who, roused, unmoor without a cry, as he 
Commands, and loosen thence and put to sea. 


xx. 
Behind the land was left ; and there to pine 

Olympia, who yet slept the woods among; 

ill from her gilded wheels the frosty rhine 
‘Aurora upon earth benesth had flung ; 
‘And the old woe, beside the tumbling brine, 
Lamenting, halcyons mournful descant sung;! 
‘When she, ‘twixt sleep and waking, made a strain 
To reach her loved Bireno, but in vain. 


xxL 

She no one found; the dame her arm withdrew ; 
She tried again, yet no one found ; she spread 
Both arms, now now there, and sought anew ; 
Now either leg ; but yet no better sped. 
Fear banished sleep; she oped her eyes : in view 
‘Was nothing: she no more her widowed bed 
Would keep, but from the couch in sprung, 
And headlong forth from the pavilion ffung, 
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xxi. 
And seaward ran, her visage tearing sore, 
Presaging. and now certain of her plight: 
She beat ‘bosom, and her tresses tore, 
‘And looked (the moon was shining) if she might 
‘any thing beside the shore ; 
Nor, eave the shore, was any thing in sight. 
She calls « Direna, and the caverns roun 
Pitying her grief, Bireno’s name rebound. 
XXIII. 
ie Schon fear eat teen aay 
ers: juent] 
Fee wa toledo 
tt = 
Olympia (a> orang, the did bestow) 
Sprang up the frowning crest i impotuously, 
And, ato disinco, stretched by favouring ; gale, 
Thence saw her cruel lord’s departing s: 
XXIV. 
Saw it, or seemed to see: for ill her 
bron ph the tr, yot dim an Thay, iow. 
trembling, on the ground, an 
oe face than snow more cold and white is in hue: 
But when she has again found strength to rise, 
Gaiding nA voice ‘Srande the bark which flew, 
falling’ wit r it, the unhay dame 
Calls often on her cra conn sxane. 


‘Where unai was ry Able note, 
She wevt and a spt her hands in agony 
Without ite freight,” she cried, SY ahi does flobt. 
“Where, cruel, dost thou fly "so 8 poe! 
“ Receive as well:—small hinderance to thy boat, 
“Which bears my spirit, would my body be.” 
And she her raiment waving in her hand, 
Signed to the frigate to return to land. 
XXVI 
But the loud wind which sweeping ocean, bears 
‘The faithless stripling’s sail across the deep, 
Bears off as well the shrick, and moan, and prayers 
Of sad Olympia, sorrowing on the steep. 
‘Thrice, cruel to herself, the dame prepares 
From the high rock amid the waves to leap. 
But from the water lifts at length her sight, 
‘And there returns where she had passed the night. 
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XXVIL. 
Stretched on the bed, upon her face she lay, 
Bathing it with her tears.“ Last night in thee 
ci two found shelter,” did sho egy 
Alas | why Fare not we 
“At rising ireno! cursed day 
«Dat T Sas born! What here retin to me 
“To do? What can be done P—alone, betrayed— 
“Who will console mo, who afford me aid? 
XXVIII. 
“ Nor man I see, nor see I work, which shows 
“That man inhabite in this isle; nor I 
“ See ship, in which (a refuge from my woes), 
“ Embarking, T from hence may hope to fiy. 
“Hore aall rary or any oe clos 
“ eyes, or give me ture, be by, 
« Bate gall pebhanns, who roves tae food, «tomb 
“ Give me, alas! in his voracious wom. 
XXIX. 
“I live in terror, and appear to see 
“Rough bear or lion issue even now, 
“Or tiger, from beneath the greenwood tree, 
“Or other beast with teeth and claws: but how 
“Can ever cruel beast inftict on me, 
“0 cruel beast, a fouler death than thou? 
* Enough for them to slay me once! while I 
« ‘Aum made by thee a thousand deaths to die. 
XXX. 
“But grant, e'en now, some skipper hither fare, 
“Who may for pity bear me hence away ; 
“ And that I so eschew wolf, lion, bear, 
“Torture, and dearth, and every horrid way 
“OF death 5 to Holland shall ho take mo, where 
“For guarded ant 
“Or take me to the land where T was 
“Tf this thou hast from me by treachery tom ? 
XXXI. 
“Thou, with pretence, Sop ss my state det ree 
wQnd quickly of rand thy trace 
“ And quickly of my possest, 
“To aature the rule anto thyself. Shall T 
“ Return to Flanders where I sold the rest, 
“Though little, upon which 7 lived, to buy 
‘Thee needful succour and from prison bear? 
«Wrstahe whither shall I go?—TI know not where. 
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: XXXIL 
“Can I to Friesland , where T to reign, 
“ As queen was called, and this for forewent 5 
“Where both my brethren and my sire were slain, 
« And every other good from me was rent P— 
“Thee would I not, thou ingrate, with my pain 
“ Reproach, nor therefore deal thee punishment: 
“Ap well as I, the story dost thou know; 
“ Now, see the meed thou dost for this bestow! 
xxXxr. 
“Oh! may I but escape the wild corsair, 
“ Nor taken be, and after sold for slave ! 
“Rather than this may lion, wolf, or bear, 
“ Tiger, or other beast, if fiercer rave, 
“ Me with his claws and tushes rend and tear, 
“ And drag my bleeding body to his cave.” 
ie her 


So sayi Iden hair offends, 
And Took by lock ‘the scattered tresses rends. 
XXXIV. 

She to the shore’s extremest vorme anes 
Tossing her head, with hair disheveled, run ; 
And seemed like maid beside herself, and who 
‘Was by ten fiends possessed, instead of one ; 
Or like the frantic Hecuba, at view 
Of murdered Polydore, her infant son ; 
Fixed on a stone she gazed upon the sea, 

Nor less than real stone seemed stone to be. 
XXXv. 

But let her grieve till my return. To show 

the child T wish: hia weary way 

Ro % in the noon’s  intensest glow, 

e8 e shore : yurning sunbeams 
Upon the hill and thence rebound ; below Pay 
Boils the white sand Ae while heated | with the ray, 
ittle is wanting in that journey dire, 
But thst the argue ho wedes arc-all on fire, 
XXXVI. 
‘While to the warrior thirst and labour sore, 
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XXXVIL. 

Reclined on Alexandrian carpets rare* 
The ladies joyed the cool in great delight ; 
About them various wines in vessels were, 
‘And every sort of comfit nicely dight ; 
Fast by, and sporting with the ripple there, 
Lay, waiting on their needs, a pinnace light, 
Until » breeze should fill her sail anew : 
For then no breath upon the waters blew. 


‘They, who beheld along the shifting sand 
') WI ie sant 
Hogero wend, m Bis way intext, 
‘And saw thirst on his lips, and soanned 
His troubled visage, all with sweat besprent, 
Began to pray, ‘on what he had in hand 
“He would not show his heart so deeply bent, 
_ Bat that ho in the oool and grataful shade 
“Would rest his weary limbs, beside them laid.’ 
‘To hold the etirra hin 
‘0 1e one roac] near, 
"Would aid him to alight the other bore 
A cup of chrystal to the cavalier, 
‘With foaming wine, which raised his thirst the more ; 
But to the music of their no ear 
He lent, who weened if he his way forbore 
For anything, each lett would time supply 
To Alcina to arrive, who now was ni 


xL. 

Not so saltpetre fine and sulphur » 
"Touched with the fery epark, blaze ddenly ; 
Not so loud ocean raves, when the obscure 
Whirlwind descends and camps in middle sea, 
As viewing thus the knight proceed secure 
Upon his journey, and aware that he 
Scorns them, who yet believe they besuteous are, 
Kindled the third of those three damsels fair. 


xi. 
As loud as she could raise her voice she eaid, 
“Thou art not gentle, nor art thou s knight ; 
« ‘And hast from other arms and horse conveyed, 
“ Which never could be thine by better right. 
“ So be thy theft, if well I guess, appaid — 
“ By death, which this may worthily requite ! 
“Foul thief, churl, haughty ingrate, may I thee 
“Burned, gibbeted, or cut in quarters see |” 
Vou. L Mw 
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XLIL 
Beside all these and-more injurious eries, 
Which the proud damsel at the warrior throws, 


Though to taunts Rogero nought replies, 
‘Who weens small fame from such a contest flows ; 


She with her sisters to the hies, 
Nee Traits them, and al the te tender 
it oars, 
‘Along the sandy beech cad oti tight 


On him with threat end nurse she grer‘ened 
‘Whose tongue collected still fresh cause for blame. 
Meanwhile, oy er tothe sone he side 


XLIV. 
The ferryman put forth the Child to meet, 
‘To bear him 6 «better shore rejicing he 
Appeared as all benign and all 
of the heart the fag is warranty 
Giving God thanks, Rogero took his seat, 
Aboard the bark, and passed the quiet sea, 
with that ancient pilot, fraught 
With wisdom, sod by log experience taught. 


He praised Ro anuchy that he had fled 
To time from false Alcina, and before 

To him the dame had given the chalie dread, 
Noxt that he had to Logistlla 

‘Where he should duly witness holy ore 


enjoy, 
Wise tod and nourish ay never cloy. 
XLVI. 

“ Her shall you, struck with wonderment, revere,” 
(He eaid), “ when first you shall behold the fay ; 
“ But better contemplate her lofty cheer, 

“ And you no other treasure opp 

“Tn this her love from other differs 

« And hope in other on the bosom prey : 

“In hers Dosire demands not aught beside, 
“And with the blessing seen is satisfied. ge 
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XLVIL. 
“You shall in nobler studies be professed, 
“Tatored by her, than bath and costly fare, 
“Bong, dango, and porfumes ; as how fashioned best, 
«Your thonghte may tower more high than hawks in sir; 
« And how some of the glory of the blest 
«You here may in the morial body share.” 
Bo speaking, and yet distant from the shore, 
‘To the safo bank approached the-pilot hoar. 
XLVIII. 
‘When he beholds forth-issuing from the strand, 
‘A fleet of ships, which all towards him steer. 
‘With these came wronged Alcina, with a band 





Or sess the thing she held so dear. 
Loresno light-cause, incites the dame eggricved, 
Nor jess the bitter injury reesived. 


XL, 
Such choler she had never felt before 

‘As that which now upon her bosom fed : 
‘And hence she made her followers ply the oar 
‘Till the white foam on either bank was shed 
‘The deafening noise and din o'er sea and shore, 
By echo every where repeated, spread. 
«Now—now, Rogero, bare the magic shield, 
“Or in the strife be slain, or besely yield: ” 


They from their vessels drop amazed and blind, 
‘Tumbling from prow before, and poop behind. 


LI. 
One who stood sentry on the citadel 
‘Deseried the navy of the invading dame, 
‘And backwards rang the castle larum-bell, 
‘Whence speedy succours to the haven came. 
‘The artillery rained like storm, whose fury fell 
On all who would Rogero scathe and shame: 
So that such aid was brought him in the strife 
As saved the warrion’s liberty and life. 
uw! 
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LIL 
‘our ladies are arrived upon the strand, 
Logistilla sped in haste : 
Leegued with the valiant Andronica stand 
Fronesia sage, Dicilla good, and chaste 


More than the others, ‘mid the foremost placed, 
Conspicuous flames. Forth issues from the fort 
A matchless host, and files towards the port. 


Lt. 
Beneath the castle, safo from wind and swell, 
Of many ships and stout, a squadron lay ; 
‘Which, in the harbour, at e sound from bell,— 
A word, were fit for action, night or day ; 
‘And thus by land and sea was battle, fell 
And furious, waged on part of either fay : 
‘Whence was Alcina’s realm turned upside down, 
Of which she had usurped her sister's crown. 
Liv. 
Oh! of how many battles the success 
Is different from what was hoped before ! 
Not only failed the dame to repossess, 
‘As thought, her lover flying from her shore, 
‘But out of ships, even now #0 numberless, 
‘hat ample ocean searee the nary boro, 
From all her vessels, to the flames a prey, 
But with one bark oscaped the wrotched fay. 








Lv. 
Alcina flies ; and her sad troop around 
Routed and taken, burnt or sunk, remains. 
To have lost Rogero, sorrow more profound 
‘Wakes in her breast than all her other pains ; 
‘And sho in bitter tears for ever drowned, 
OF the Child’s loss by night and day complains ; 
‘And bent to end her woes, with many a sigh, 
Often laments her that she cannot die. 

LVL 
No fairy dies, or can, while overhead 
‘The sun shall burn, or heavens preserve their stile, 
Or Clotho had been moved to cut her thread, 
Touched by such grief; or, as on funeral pile 
Bais Dio, sho beneath tho stl had bid 

, haply, like the gor jueen ; 

In'mortal slumber would havo closed her ey 
But fairies cannot at their pleasure die, 
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Lv. 
Return we, where eternal fame is due, 
wving Alcina in her trouble sore : 
Tspeak of valorous Rogero, who 
Had disembarked upon the safer shore. 
‘He turned his back upon the waters blue, 
Giving God thanks for all with pious lore 
on now le repair 
Towards therlofty . 


Than this a stronger or more bright in show 
‘Was never yet Gefore of mortal sight, 

Or after, viewed ; with stones the Tamparts glow 

More rich than carbuncle or diamond bright. 

‘We of like gems discourse not here below, 

And he who would their nature read aright 

‘Must thither speed : none such elsewhere, I ween, 

Except perhaps in heaven above, are seen. 

Lx. 

‘What gives to them superiority 

O’er every other sort of gem, confessed, 

Is, man in these his very soul may see ; 

His vices and his virtues see expressed. 

Hence shall he after heed no fattery, ced 

for wrongful censure ressed. 
His Benth in the lucid mirror a, 
‘And by the knowledge of himself grows wise. 


LX. 
Their rays, which imitate the sunshine, fill 
‘All round about with such a flood of light, 
That he who has them, Phoobus, may at will 
Create himself a day, in thy despite. 
Nor only marvellous the gems ; the skill 
Of the artificer and substance bright 
So well contend for mastery, of the two, 
"Tis hard to judge where preference is due. 


LX. 
On arches raised, whereon the firmament 
Seemed to repose as props, 80 fair in show 
Are lovely gardens, and of such extent, 
As even would be hard to have below. 
Clustering ’twixt lucid tower or battlement, 
Green odoriferous shrubs are seen to grow, 
Which h the summer and the wintor shoot, 
And teem with beauteous blossom and ripe fruit. 
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Nigro, Cloept 2 tay 
wn, wit 1080 
Ortroees or violet of like quality, 
Lilies, or amaranth, or jessamine. 
Elsowhero it sooms as foredoomed to be 
Born with one sun, to live and to decline, 
n its widowed stalk the blossom dies, 
Ba ett all tho changes ofthe si 


But here the verdare silt is 
Still nt the cil aan ares 


So nicely tempers here air, 
But thet, amneeding any influence lent 
By planet, Logistilla’s zeal and care 


Ever jebinbat mass o a thing 
ier her own perpetual spring. 


LXIV. 
‘That such a gentle lord had 00 ther rest, 
Did much the prudent please, 
‘And she commanded he should be carest, 
‘And all should seek to do him courtesies, 
Sometime hed Sir Astolpho boon her gues 
‘Whom with a joyful heart 
‘There in fow for days aorta, all tho crew, 
Changed to their shapes anew. 


LXV, 
‘When they 2 day or more thir weariness 
cased, Rogero sought the prudent fay ; 

With hen the fate hath ho, who no less 
Desired to measure back his western way. 
Melissa was for both 
‘And for the warlike pair, with humble say 
To favour, warn Pe thom, prayed the dame; 
Se that they might tum fom whence they cane 


“+L” (oni tho fe ral tk seat 
“ in two e 
‘Then thought how good Hogero should speed, 

dnd ahorgande hoe ea the oglsh Knight. 

She wills the first shall, on the grifin-stocd, 

To the Aquitanian shores direct his flight ; 

But first will fashion for the flying-horse 

‘A bit, to guide him and restrain his course. 

© Astolphos , 
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LXVIL 


‘When st all points Rogero wae prepared, 
Boo bade favor tthe proves fay, 
‘or ever to i i 
‘And issued from her realm upon his way 


hapoy heap and sferands say 
Seeking the friendly 


ing, he another path pursued ; 
As Magi erst, who Herod's anare eschewed. 
Lxx. 
Borne hither, good Rogero, leaving Spain, 
Had sht, in level line, the Indian lands, 
are by the main; 
‘Where the two fairies strove with hostile bands, 
He now resolved to visit other reign 
Than that where Aolus his train commands; 
And finish so the round he had begun, 
Circling the world beneath him like the sun. 


Above Imavus turned, and Sericane 

Zelt on the 8 and thence did over bear . 
From Scythians to the yrcanian main : 
So reached Sarmate's distant land} and, where 
Europe and Asia’s parted climes divide, 

Buss, Prussian, he and Pomeranian spied. 
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Inhabiting that horrid, northern land ; 
And came at last to England’s farthest strand. 


LXxml. 

Yet think not, sir, that in so long a flight, 
‘The warrior is for ever on the wing. 
‘Who lodges, housed in tavern every night, 
‘As best he can, through his capacious ring. 
So nights and days he passes: such delight 
Prospects to him of land and ocean bring. 
‘Arrived one morn nigh London-town, he stopt; 
And over Thames the flying courser dropt. 


LXXIV. 
‘Where he in meadows to the city nigh 
Saw troops of men at arms, and footmen spread 


LXXV. 
Bogero came exsotly asthe show 
that fair host was made without the town, 
‘And of a knight the occasion sought to know ; 
But from the griffin-horse first lighted down : 
‘And he who courteous was, informed him how 
Of kingdoms holding of the British crown, 
English, Scotch, Irish, and the islands nigh, 
‘Those many banners were, upreared.on high : 


LXXVI. 
And added, ‘ Having ended this display 

“Of arms, the troops would file towards the strand, 
«Where vessels anchored in the harbour lay, 
‘Waiting to bear them to another land. 
«The French besieged, rejoice in this array, 
« ‘And hope (he oxi) deliverance through the band. 
“But that I may of 


all inform you wel 
““T of each troop shall separately tall. 
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Lo! where ighty banner planted stands 
“ wi er by 
ards and flower-de-laoes does unfold, 


“Lancaster's duke, and nephew to the king, 
“Valiant in war, and wise in counselling. 


LXXVIIi. 
“That next the royal gonfalon, which stirred 
“ ffattering wind, is borne towards the mount, 


“Beara argent, Sir Ric ‘Warwick's count. 
rae Eee blazon is the third, 

“Two antlers of a stag, and demi-front ; 

“The Duke of Clarence shows a torch, and he 

“Is duke of York who bears that verdant tree. 


Upon the Duke of N vik gonfalon 

“ 0 of Norfolk's 
“You see 8 lance into three Pieoos broke; 
“The thunder on the Earl of Kent’s; uj 
“Pembroke’s a griffin; underneath a yoke; 
“In Essex’s, conjoined, two snakes are shown : 
«By yonder lifted balance ie bespoke 
“The Duke of Suffolk ; and Northumbria’s Earl 
“A garland does on azure field unfurl. 

LXxx. 

“ Arundel’s Earl is yonder cavalier, 
“Whose banner bears a foundering bark! In sight 
“The next, is Berkeley’s noble Marquis; near 
“ Are March and Richmond's Earls: the first on white 
“Shows a cleft mount; a palm the second peer ; 
“A pine amid the waves the latter knight. 
“ The next of Dorset and Southampton’s town, 
“ Ave earls ; this bears a car, and crown. 

LXXxL 

«The valiant Reymond, Earl of Devon, bears 
“The hawk, which spreads her wings above her nest ; 
“ While or and sable he of Worcester wears : 
“Derby's a dog, a bear is Oxford’s crest. 
“There, as his badge, a cross of chrystal rears 
“Bath's wealthy prelate, camped among the rest. 
“The broken seat on dusky field, next scan, 
“ Of Somerset's good duke, Sir Ariman, 
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Forty-two thousand muster in array; 

“ For m™ in 

“The men at arms and mounted archers there.* 
a hundred I misreckon not, or they, 

“The fighting footmen, bvice as many are 


hose ensigns yellow, brown, 
«hd thet striped us and blacks he foot woe repr 
«Hach to hin separate flag where thete are 
lenry, 


“By Godfrey, ‘Hermant, Edward, 
LXXXIII. 
“The first is the Duke of Bucki + and he, 
“The , Bal of Salisbury ; 


next, is Henry, 
“Old Hermant ‘Aborga’ ‘any holds in foo, 
“ That Edward is the Earl of Skrewnte 


“Led by their monarch’s son, Zerbino, view. 
LEXXIV. 
“The lion ‘twixt two unicorns behold 
the standard of the Scottish 
“ has a sword of silver in its hol 
“There camps his son : of all his following 
“Is none so beauteous : nature broke the mould 
“In which she cast him, after 
“Her work: Is none in whom such chivalry 
«And valour shines, meme Duke of Rothsay he! 


“0; 
«Te hat looped a 6 tole eure 
“ The bearing of the noble Duke of Mar. 
“With many birds and many colours gay, 
“ See Alcabran’s, a valiant man in war ; 
“Who neither duke, nor count, nor marquis hight, 
“Ts in his savage country first of right.$ 
LXXXVI. 
“The Duke of Strathforth? shows the bird, who strains 


«His eyes to keep the sun in view ; 
«Tho ae Leven, tas in Angas Angus eign 
7hose deerhounds two, 


“The Ear Pot Bachan nest his buses beste 
“In which 8 dragon vert a vulture tears. 
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LXXXVIL 
“ Herman, the lord of Forbes, conducts that band, 
“And stripes his gonfalon with black and white ; 
«With Sto al pom hs bia band, 
wc Who on a field of groen displays a 
“ Now see the Irish, next the level lanc 
“Into two squadrons ordered for the 
“ Kildare’s redoubted earl commands 3 
“Lend cad io ec trie re 


“bong ey Hi displayed ; 
iy eal Seta ect 
for ing! 
Chal 3 but to assist him wend 
“to Soelront forse, and suocours are conveyed 
“From Thule, and the farthest Iceland’s end. 
“All lands that round them lie, in fine, increase 
“His host, by natare enemies to peace, 


LXxxr. 
“Issued from cavern and from forest brown, 
“They sixteen thousand are, or little less; 


“ arms, and bosom overgrown 
nana like beasts, Lo! yonder, where they press 
« About a slandsrd ‘white, the level dows down 


“Of lances seems a bristling wilderness. 
‘Such Moray’s fig, tho savage a 
“Who means with ora Hood atte” 


What tine Ragro sce th fare, 
ee fan acon age Soenn dnphy. 
notes of 
‘And names of British lords, to a he rener 
One and another, ero eure 
His course, single ofits kind, or rare 
thither hasten, wondering and astound, 
aaa acing the ouscior form 2 round. 
XCI. 
So that to raise more wonder in the train, 
‘And to make better sport, as him they eyed, 


Rogero shook the yg courses ri, 
lightly with the rowels touched his side : 
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Xcrl. 
And saw the fabulous Hibernia, where 
‘The goodly, sainted elder made the cave,* 
bu which men cleansed from all offences are ; 
juch mercy there, it seems, is found to save. 
Thane o’er that sea he yielding air, 
‘Whose briny waves the lesser 70 5 
And, looking down, Angelica d 
Tn passing, to the rock with fetters as 
xcui. 
Bound to the naked rock upon the strand, 
In the isle of tears ; for the isle of tears was hight, 
That which was peopled by the jokuman band, 
So passing fierce and full of foul de 
‘Who (as f told above) on every 
Cruized with their scattered flect by soy or night; 
And every beauteous woman bore away, 
Destined to be a monster's evil prey : 
XxcIv. 
There but that m¢ ; bound in cruel wise; 





‘Which on abominable food is 
Hon on the bench the neal became the prize . 
Of the rapacious crew, above was said, 

‘Who found her sleeping near the enchanter hosr, 
‘Who her had thither brought by magic lore. 


xXcv. . 


tt the dame expose 
Upon the sea-beat hore, as bare to view 
As nature did at fir first her work compose. 
Not even a veil she has, to shade the hue 
of OF the white lily and vermillion rose, 
‘Which mingled in her lovely members meet, 
Proof to December-snow and July-heat. 
xcvi. 
‘Her would Rogero have some statue deemed 
Of alabaster made, or marble rare, 
‘Which to the rugged rock so fastened seemed 
By the industrious sculptor’s cunning care, 
But that he saw distinct a tear which streamed 
‘Amid fresh-opening rose and lily fair, 
Stand on her adage beneath in dew, 
And that her golden dishevelled flew. 
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XcVIL. 
And ss he fastened Ais on her fair eyes, 
His Bradamant he called to mind again. 
Pity and love within his bosom rise 
At once, and ill he can from tears refrain : 
And in soft tone he to the damsel cries, 
(When he has checked his fiying courser’s rein) 
“Qiady, worthy but that chain to wear 
“With which Love's faithful servants fettered are, . 
XCVIII. 
“ And most unworthy this or other ill, 
“What wretch has had the cruelty to wound 
“ And gall those snowy hands with livid stain, 
«Thus painfully with griding fetters bound P” 
At this she cannot choose but show like grai 
crimson spreading on an ivory ground ; 
Knowing those secret beauties are espied, 
Which, howsoever lovely, shame would hide ; 


XCIx. 

And gladly with her hands her face would hood, 

‘Were not fastened to the rugged stone: 

But with her toars (for this at least she could) 

Bedewed it, and easayed to hold it down. 

Sobbing some while the lovely damsel stood ; 

‘Then loosed her tongue and spake in fecble tone; 

But ended not; arrested in mid-word, 

By a loud noise which in the sea was heard. 


c. 

Lo! and behold! the unmeasured-beast appears, 
Aa aped i and half hidden, in such sort 
As Toaring wind long carack steers 
From north or south, towards her destined port. 
So the sea monster to his food repairs : 

And now the interval between is short. 
Half dead the lady is through fear endured, 
Til by that other's comfort reassured. 

cI. 

Rogero overhand, not in the rest . 
‘aries his lance, and beats, with downright blow, 
Bata hoge, writhing mass, dp not know 7 
jut a huge, writhing mass, not know ; 
Which wore no form of animal exprest, 

Save in the head, with eyes and teeth of sow 
His forehead, ‘twixt the eyes, Rogero smites, 
‘But as on steel or rock the weapon lights. 
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crt. 

‘When he perceives the first of no avail, 
‘The knight returns to deal a better blow ; 
‘The ore, ‘Who sees the shifting shadow sail 
Of those huge pinions Pinion on the sea below, 
In farious heat, deserts his sure re; 

On shore, to follow that deceitful s! OW : 
And rolls and reels behind it, as it fleets. 
‘Rogero drops, sod oft the stroke repeta, 


‘As eagle, that amid her downard flight, 

Surveys amid the grass a snake unrolled, 

Or where she smoothes upon a sunny height, 

Her raffied plumage, and her scales of gold, 

Amsails it not where prompt with poisonous bite 
and creep; but with securer hold 

Gripe it behind, and either pinion clange, 

Lest it chould turn and wound her with ke fange ; 

civ. 

Bo the fell ore Rogero does not smite 

‘With lance or faulchion where the tushes grow, 

But aims that ‘twixt the ears his blow may light ; 

Now on the spine, or now on tail below. 

‘And still in time descends or soars upright, 

‘And shifts his course, to cheat the veering foe: 


But as if beating on aj lock, 
Can never cleave the hard and ry rugged rock. 





ov. 

‘With suchlike warfare is the mastiff vext 
By the bold fly in August's time of dust, 
Or in-the month before or inthe next 


This full of kes and Lato of ust; 
For ever ye ch circling plague 


Wow stg into his oped of ance ust 
And off the dog's dry tooth are heard to fll; 
But reaching once the foe, he pays for.all. 


cvi. 
With his huge tail the troubled waves so-sore 

The monster beats, that they ascend heaven-high ; 
And the knight knows not if he swim, or soar 
Thon his feathered courser in mid sky ; 
fad oft were fain to find icky By, 

‘or, i time ray 60 * 
He fears itso will bathe hus hippogryph, 
That ‘he shall veialy covet woe or skiff? 
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cvq. 
‘He then new counsel took, and ‘twas the best, 
‘With other arms the monster to pursue ; 
And lifting from his shield the covering vest, 
To dacrle with the light his blasted mew 
jward towards the rock-chsined maid he pressed, 
ed er ae vr eigen hich brongh 
08 follow, elipt the ring, w] t 
The eachantment of the magic shield fo nought 


I say the ring, which Bralament, to free 

ro, from Brunello’s hand had rent, 
‘And which, to snatch him from Alcina, sho 
Hed next to India by Meliss sent 
Meliss (as before was said by m0), 
In aid of many used the instvament ; 
And to Rogero this again had born ; 
‘By whom ’twas ever on his finger worn. 

ork. 


‘Ho gave it now Angelica ; f 

Feared lest the buckler’s ght should be impaired, 
‘And willed as well those beauteous eyes should be 
Defended, which had him already snared. 
Pressing boneath his paunch full half the sea, 
Now to the shore the monstrous whale repaired : 
Firm stood Rogero, and tho veil undone, 
‘Appeared to give the ays another 


Hi in the monster's eyes the radiance throws, 
‘Which works as it was wont in other time. 
As trout or ray ling to the bottom goes 
In stream, w mountaineer disturbs with lime ; 
So the enchanted buckler overthrows 
‘The ore, reversed among the foam and slime. 
here and there the beast astound 
Still beats, a 


Thi eh ny tpi ok 

Longer the monster's scale in 

"SRE ouvents ake burs Sa loowe ne" (did she aay, 
Still weeping) “ere the ore awake 
“Bear me with thee, and drown men mid-way. 
«Let me not this foul monster's food remain.” 
By her just plaint Rogero moved, forbore, 
Uhtiod fntied the maid, and raised her from the shore. 
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‘While on the croup behind him sate the fair ; 
‘Who of his banquet so the monster cheat ; 
too delicate and dainty fare. 


OXIIL. 
See ead Tor coma tie vate 8 i 

for compassing the whole of Spain : 
But stopt his courser on the neighbouring shore 
Where leat Satan rune into the main 
Upon the bank there rose an oakwood hoar, 

ere Philomel for ever seemed to plain ; 

T’the middle was a meadow with a fountain, 
And, at each end, a solitary mountain. 


CXIv. 
"Twas here the wishful knight first checked the rein, 
‘And dropping in the meadow, made his steed 
Furl, yet not ehut go close, hie wings again, 
‘As he had spread them wide for better speed. 
Down lights Rogero, and forbears with pain 

er leap ; buf this his arms impede: 
‘His arms impede; a bar to his desire, 
‘And he must doff them would he slake the fire. 


But, sir, too long continued is this song, 

‘And haply may as well have wearied you; 
So that I shall delay to other time, 

‘When it may better please, my tedious rhyme. 


CANTO XI. 


ARGUMENT. 


Assisted by the magic ring she wears, 
Angelica evanishes from view. 
Nest in a damsel, whom a giant bears 
Beneath his arm, his bride Rogero true 
Beholds, Orlando to the shore repairs, 
Where the fell orc 20 many damsels slew, 
Olympia frees, and spoils the Beast of lifes 

Her afterwards Oberto takes to wife. 


L 
Aurnoven a feeble rein, in mid career, 
Will oft suffice to courageous horse; 
’Tis seldom Reason’s bit will serve to steer 
Desire, or turn him from his furious course, 
‘When pleasure is in reach: like headstrong bear, 
‘Whom from the honeyed meal ‘tis ill to force, 
If once he scent the tempting mess, or sup 
‘A drop, which hangs upon the luscious cup. 
TE 


Rogero shall withhold 
From taking with Angelica dolght. — 
That gentle maid, there naked in his hold, 
In the lone forest, and secure from sight ? 
Of Bradamant he thinks not, who controlled 
His bosom ‘bosom erst: and foolish were the knight, 

of that damsel as before, 

By By tate bethod ome set an equal store ; 


Im. 

‘Warmed by whose  Fouthfol beauties, the severe 
Xenocrates would not have been more chaste.! 
The impationt Child hed dropt both shield and spear, 
And hurrying now his other arms uncased 
‘When, casting down her eyes in shame ‘and fear, 
‘The virtuous ring upon her 
‘Angelica descried, and which 
From her Brunello in Albracca Bore. 

Iv. 

This is the ring she carried into France,? 

‘When thither first the (damsel t took her way; 
With her the an, aeialpho's prey e lance, 
After, the paladin, Ipho's prey: 

‘With this sho Malagigi’s spells and trance 


Met sc and on a day 
rl ed, wi nighta and good, 
en ioe 


ae) L " 
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Vv. 
‘With this passed viewless from the turret-cell, 

‘Where her that bad old man had mewed; but why 
‘Recount its different wonders, if as well 
You know the virtues of the ring as IP 
HEn monarch Apeamant fo satay 

‘is monart it to satisfy, 
Brunello took : since when she had been crost 
By Fortune, till her native realm was lost. 


VI. 
Now that she this upon her hand surveys, 
She is so fall of pleasure and surprise, 
She doubta it is a dream, and, in amaze, 
Hardly believes her very hand and eyes. 
Then softly to her mouth the hoop conveys, 
And, qui than the flash which cleaves the skies, 
From id Rogoro’s sight her beauty ahrowds, 
As disappears the sun, concealed in clouds. 


‘Yot still Rogero gazed like wight distraught, 
And hard hw ead there with fruitless speed : 
But when he had recalled the ring to thought, 
Foiled and astounded, cursed his little he 
‘And now the vanished lady, whom he sought, 
Of that ungrateful and discourteous deed 
Accusing stood, wherewith she had repaid, 
(Unfitting recompense) his generous aid, 


vut, 
“Ui damsel! and is this the pay 
“You render for the service done P” (said he) 
“Why rather would you steal my ring away 
“Than have it as a welcome gift from me? 
“Not only this, (but use me as you may) 
“T, and my shield and courser, yours shall be; 
* 80 you no more conceal your beauteous cheer. 
“Cruel, answering not, I know you hear.” 


x. 
Bo saying, like one blind, with bootless care, 

Feeling his way about the fount he strayed. 
‘How often he embraced the empty air, 
Hoping in this to have embraced the maid ! 
Meanwhile, now far removed, the flying fair 
‘Had halted not, till to a cave conveyed. 
Formed in « mountain was that harbour rade , 
Spacious, and for her need supplied with food. 
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Those, seeking pasture, through the valley wended, 

Se ioeerien cone 

Wil ills on cithr side the eave, defonde 
charge from sive noon- sun; 

‘Angelica’ within, that velong day, 

‘Taseen of prying eyes, prolosged her stay ; 


xi. 
And about ing, when refreshed with rest 
And ood, she deemed her course she might renew ; 
In certain rustic weeds her body dressed : 
How different from hae robes of red, or blas, 
WwW, le, her accustomed yest, 
So varicus in 7 fashion, shape, and hue! 
Yet her not so that habit misbecame, 
But that she looked the fair and noble dame. 


Then, and then first conceived the thought, again 
iTo seek in the Levant her ancient reign. 


XII. 

This while Rogero, after he had passed 

‘Long space in hope the maid might re-appear, 
‘Avakenod from iia foolish dxeamn at last 
‘And found she was not nigh, and did not hear. 
Then to remount his griffin-courser cast, 

In earth and air accustomed to career. 

But, having slipt his bit, the winged horse 
‘Had towered and soared in air a freer course. 


XIv. 

To his first ill addition grave and sore 
‘Was to have lost the bird of rapid wing, 
‘Which he no better than the mockery bore 
Put on him by the maid; but deeper sting 
‘Than this or that, implants, and pains him more, 
The thought of having lost the precious ring ; 
Not for ita power so much, esteemed above 
‘ts worth, as given him by his ledy-love. 

x2 
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xv. 
Afflicted beyond messure, he, with shield 
Cast on his shoulder, and new-cased in mail, 
Left the sea-side, and through a grassy field 
Whore he toheld oman ec molod, 
ere he a ly we cont 
The widest and mont becten ix tee hale 
Nor far had wound the closest shades within, 
Ere on his right he heard a mighty din. 


I know not) neither show nor 
‘The one a giant was of haughty cheer, 
‘And one a bold and gellant cavalier. 


XVI. 

Covered with shield and sword, one, leaping, sped 

‘Now here now there, and thus himself defended, 

Lest a two-handed mace upon his head 

Should fall, with which the giant still offended :— 

Qn the field lay his horse, already dead. 

Rogero paused, and to the strife attended : 

‘And stright his wishes leant towards the knight, 

‘Whom he would fain see conqueror in the fight: 


XVI 
Yet not for this would lend the champion sid, 
But to behold the cruel strife stood nigh. 
Lo! two-handed stroke the giant made 
Upon the lesser warrior’s casque, and by 
mighty blow the knight was overlaid : 
‘Tho other, when astound he saw him lio, 


So that the warrior’s faco Rogero spied. 
XIX. 

OF his sweet lady, of his passing fui, 

Bradamant Rogero spied 

ely visage, of ite helmet bare ; 

‘Towards whom to deal her death, the giant hios : 
So that, advancing with his sword in ais, 
‘To soidden battle Kim the Child defies, 
Bat he, who will not wait for new alarm, 
Takos the half-lifeless lady in his arm. 
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xx. 
And on his shoulder flings and bears away ; 
‘As sometimes srolf fle am will bos, 


runs with all the speed he ma 

(0 sees how needed is his succour there: 

Bree ms he mooted Me rusonr ie 

‘Him with his eyes the knight pursues with pain. 
XXL 


This lying and that following, the two 


‘That bore Cymosco’s thunder-bolt away ; 
‘And this had in the deepest bottom 
That never more the mit might be found. 


But with small boot : te inp 
Of human nature, tat ee ee., 


on fad ad peo gan die 


hardly wrought more scathe and shame, 
Ya Depa Ff ’ day, 


or in our 
Guided a necromancer where it lay. 


XXII. 
r More than s hundred fathom buried 80, 


‘Who, by one proof and the other, taught to know 
Its powers, and he who plots for our 

‘The demon, working on their weaker wit, 
At last upon its fatal purpose hit. 


‘The cruel art among all i 
And these the bronze in hollow mould expand, 
First in the furnace by the blast 


Or aingle anne this or doxble, namo. 
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I hear (all names the Sposa bes Kostowed) 


‘Which splits or ehivere steel and stone outright, 
And, where tho bullet a road. 


passes, 


CANTO x1, 


—Down to the sword, restore thy qespoms bright, 


Bad soldier, to the forge, » useless 
‘And gun or carbine on thy shoulder lay, 
‘Who without these, I wot, shalt touch no pay. 
XXVL 
How, foul and pestilent discov 
‘Didst thou find place within the human heart P 


‘Through theo is martial glory lost, throngh thee 


‘The trade of arms become a worthless art: 


thee, alas! are dead. or have to die, 
So many noble lords and cavaliers 
war shall end, which, I 





ae LL said the word, T err not, 
sure the cruellest appears 
Hot worst of nature's impiovs end malign, 
‘Who did this hateful engine first design : 
XXVIIL 
And I shall think, in order to 


‘That cursed soul, amid the unhappy crew, 
Beside the sooursed Judas there to dwell 
But follow we the good Orlando, wl 

Bo burns fo tock at's alan fal 
‘Whose foul inhabitants a monster sate 
With flesh of women, fair and delicate. 





‘coutao, or tothe losward nose 


most, has drowned the world in tears, 
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rt 
ie : 
iD 


was 

d, should not reach the land, 
That he with greater ese ou al underaand 
tact what shortl 


«And give me for my need tho skit for I 


XXXL 
“The bij cable thst thou hast aboard, 
“ a 1 anchor te my hands hands en 
“Thou perceive wi 108 is stored, 
«if T but meet that monster of the brn, 


With all thi ss ial see 

‘His arms he left behind, except his bl 

And singly for the rocky island made. 
xxxa. 

Home to his breast the count pulls either 

‘With the island at his back, Yo which ho wends, 

In guise that, crawling up the sandy shore, 

Ths crooked crab from sca or ascends. 


ie arb eevee Isoon, band fom sight) 
without stirring jealous Tithon’s spite. 


A the naked ook 

proaching to rock as near 

y Tigorous hand might serve to cast a stone, 
He knew not if he heard, or did not hear 
Ary. fat and fois sto mone 
‘When, turning to the left, the cavalier, 
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XXXV. 

As cloud from humid vale is seen to rise, 
‘Pregnant with rain and storm, which seems withal 
To day, and charged with deoper dyes 
‘Than night, to spread throughout this earthly 
Beat tho bebet who so much occupies. 
OF sea, he may be said to keep it all 
‘Waves roar : collected in himself, the peer 


‘He, as one well resolved in ae intent, 
‘Moved quickly to perform the feat he planned ; 
And, for he would the dameel’s harm prevent, 
And would with that assail the beast at hand, 
Between her and the ore the boat he sent, 
Leaving within the sheath his idle brand. 
Anchor and cable next he takes in hold, 
And waits the foe with constant heart and bold. 
XXXVI. 
As soon as’ him the monster has descried, 
And skiff at little interval, his throat 
‘The fish, to swallow him, expands so wide, 
‘That horse and horseman through his jaws might float. 
Here Roland with the anchor, and beside 
{alese I am mistaken) with the boat 
Plunged, and engulphed the teeth betwixt, 
His anchor in the tongue and palate fixt ; 
XXXVIII. 
So that the monster could no drop 
Or raise his horrid jaws, which this extends. 
"Tis thus who digs the mine is wont to prop 
‘The ground, and where he works the roof suspends, 
Lest sudden ruin whelm him from atop, 
While he incautiously his task intends. 
Boland (so far apart was either hook) 
But by a leap could reach the highest crook. 
Ta prop ao placed, Orlando ae 
80 lo now secure 
‘hat the fa beast his mouth no more can close, 
his sword, and, in that cave obscure, 
Dette pone an thors now thrusta, now trenchant blows 
Ase well as citadel, whose walls imm 
‘The assailants, can defend her from ‘her foes, 
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‘The cavalier swims forth, and makes for land. 
He leaves the anchor fastened in his tongue, 
‘And graspe the rope which from the anchor hung. 


XL 
So swimming till the island is attained, 
‘With this towards the rock Orlando speeds : 
He hawls the anchor home (a footing gained), 
Pricked by whose double fluke, the monster bleeds. 


‘ho labouring ore to follow is constrained, 
Dragged by that force which every force exoveds: 
at a single sally more achieves 

‘Than at ton turns the circling windlass heaves. 


XLII. 
As a wild bull, about whose horn is wound 
The unexpected noose, leaps here and there, 
‘When he has felt the cord, and turns him round, 
And rolls and rises, yet slips not the snare ; 
Bo from his pleasant seat and ancient bound, 
by that arm and rope he cannot tear, 
With thousands of strange wheels and thousand slides, 
The monster follows where the cable guides. 


XLII. 
This the red sea with reason would be hight 
To-day, such streams of blood have changed its hue ; 
And where the monster lashed it in his spite, 
‘The eye its bottom through the waves might view. 
And now he splashed the sky, and di the light 
Of the clear sun, 20 high the water flew. 
The noise re-echoing round, the distant shore 
And wood and hill rebound the deafening roar. 
XLIv. 
Forth from his aged Proteus hies, 
mounts above the surface at the sound ; 
And having seen Orlando dive, and rise 
From the ore, and drag the monstrous fish to ground, 
His scattered flock forgot, o'er ocean flies ; 
‘While so the din increases, that, astound, 
Neptune bids sgoke his dolphin, and thet ‘day 
For distant Atthiopia posts away.s 
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XLV. 
‘With Melicerta on her shoulders, weeping 
Ino,’ and Nereids with disheveled y 
The Glauci, Tritons, and their fellows, leaping 
‘They know not whither, speed, some here, some there. 
Orlando draws to land, the billows sweeping, 
That horrid fish, but might his labour spare: 
For, with the torment worn, and travel sore, 
‘The brute, exhausted, died-ere dragged ashore. 
Of the islanders had meter throng, 
islanders had trooped no petty . 
To witness that strange fight, who by a vain 
And miserable superstition stung, 
Hsteemed such holy deed s work profano ; 
And said ‘ that this would be er Wrong 
“To Proteus, and provoke his ire again ; 
‘ Make him his herds forth upon the strand, 
« And with the whole old warfare vex the land ; 
XLV. 
* And that it better were to sue for peace, 
“First from the injured god, lest worse ensue ; 
‘ And Proteus from his cruel hate would cease, 
“If into the sea the offender threw.’ 
As torch to torch gives fire, and lights increase, 
Until the flame is spread the country through, 
Even so from heart to heart the 
Which in the waves would doom Orlando dead. 


XLVIIL 
‘These, armed with sling or bow, upon the shore, 
And these supplied with or sword descend ; 
And on each side, behind him and before, 
Distant and near, as best they can, offend. 
At such a brutal insult wonders sore 
The peer, who sees that mischief they intend, 
In vengeance for the cruel monster slain, 
‘Whence he had glory hoped, and praise to gain. 
XLIX. 
Te es geo ey bn, 
et yuss or uAnIAn 
Little to hood the doge in crowded fair, 
Nor even at their yelps to turn his head, 
‘The clamour of the churls assembled there 
Orlando witnessed with as little dread ; 
‘Who knew that he the rout which threatened death, 
Had power to scatter at a single breath : 
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And speedily he mado thenn yield him 
Mf aan hn gre trenchant blade. 
of hia wo tae 
Devine that he woud have skort rersienoe made 
Since him they sow ng covering buckle ree, 
nor in other arms 
Ba known thay fom eed fon 
More hard than diamond cased the Paladin 


LL 
‘What by Orlando others cannot do, 
The knight by others can: at half a score 


From a new quarter of the island rise.: 


Li. 
While 20 the Paladin had kept in 
The barbarous islanders, upon that hand, 
‘The men of Ireland, without let or fray, 
Had poured from many quarto on the atrand 
And now, without remorse or or pity, 
‘The inhabitants, through all Tey tend; 
And, was it justice moved, or cruel rage, 
Slaughter without regard to sex or age. 
Litt. 
Little or no defence the island-crew 
Attempt ; in in part as taken unaware, 
4n part that in the little place are fow, 
that those few without purpose are. 
‘Mid sack and fire, the wasted country through, 
ders are alain, and everywhere 
Tho walls are ayon earth ix rein 
Nor in the Imad ia lf» ving 


As if the mighty. tumult whieh he hears, 
And shriek and ruin had concerned him nought, 
The naked rock the bold Orlando nears, 
‘Where sin was placed, to feed the monster brought. 
‘He looks, and known to him the dame appeara, 
‘And more appears, when nigher her he sought : 
Olympia she appears, and is 
Olympia, whose faith reaped ec so ill a meed. 
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Lv. 

Wretched Olympia; whom, besides the scorn 
‘Which Love put on her, Fortune too pursued, 
‘Who sent the corsairs fell, which her borne 
That very day to the island of Ebude. 

She Roland recollects on his return 

Landward ; but, for the damsel naked stood, 

Not only nought she to the warrior said, 

But dared not raise her eyes, and dropt her head. 
LVI. 

Orlando asks what evil destiny 
Her to that cruel island had conveyed 
From where she in as much felici 
‘Was with her consort left as be said : 

“T know not (cried the weeping dame) if I 
“Have thanks to render thee for death delayed, 
“Or should lament me that, through means of thee, 
“This day did not my woes coneluded soe. 

LVI. 

“T have to thank thee that from death, too dread 
“ And monstrous, thy good arm deliverance gave ; 
“Which would have been too monstrous, I fed 
“Tho beast, and in his belly found a grave : 

“ Bat cannot thank thee that I am not dead, 
«Since death alone can me from misery save. 
“ Well shall I thank thee for that wished relief 
“Which can deliver me from every grief.” 


Lviii. 

‘Next she related, with loud sobs and sighs, 

‘How her false spouse betrayed her as she lay 

Asleep, and how of pirates made the prize, 

her from the desert isle away. 
as she spake, she turned her in the guise 

Of Dian, framed by artiste, who pourtray 

Her carved or painted, as in liquid font 

She threw the water in Acteon’s front. 


IIx. 
For, as she can, her waist she hides, and breast, 
More liberal of her flowing flank and reins. 
Roland desires his ship, to find a vest 
To cover her, delive from her chains : 
‘While he is all intent upon this quest, , 
Oberto comes ; Oberto he that reigns 
O’er Ireland's people, how had understood 
‘How lifeless lay the monster of the flood ; 
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‘This while Oberto comes; who, if his lore, 
Who told the tal, wore tras, desires to note 
While his invading army, wide, 
Ebuda burn and waste on overy sido. 
XI. 
Oberto, though the Paladin to sight 


his face ; so much the more, 
‘That he had thought when told the tidings, none 
Save Roland could such mighty feat have done ; 


Lxi. 
Knew him, because a page of honour he 
‘Had been in France,* and for the crown, his right 
his father’s death, had crossed the sea 
year before. So often he the knight 
Had seen, and had with him held colloquy, 
Their times of meeting had been infinite. 
He doffed his casque, with festive welcome ed 
Towards the count, and clasped him to the Prenat, 
Lxwi. 
Orlando is no leas rejoiced to see 
The king, than is the king that champion true. 
After with friendly cheer and qual glee 
Had‘ once or twice embraced the noble two, 
‘To Oberto Roland told the treacher; 
‘Which had been done the youthful », and who 
Had done it,—false Bireno—that amon; 
All men should least have sought to do her wrong. 


‘To him he told the many and clear 

By which the dame’s affection had been tried ; 
‘And how she for Bireno kin and geer 

‘Had lost, and would in fine for him have died. 
‘And how he this could warrant, and appear 
To vouch for much, as witness on her side. 
‘While thus to him her griefs Orlando showed, 
The lady's shining eyes with tears o'erflowed. 
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LXv. 
‘Her face was such as sometimes in the epri 
‘We see a doubtful sky, when on the plai 
‘A shower descends, and the sun, opening 
dni es pightingalo then loon to aig 
as ightingale loves to aii 
From branch of verdant stem her dulect strain, 
So in her beauteous tears his pinions bright 
Love bathes, rejoicing in the tal light. 
LXvi 
TRC brett agen hen discs the wanpon' 
t her it eyes, then ‘8 the wi ‘8 
In streams, which fall between white flowers Sad vod 3 
‘And, the shaft tempered, strongly draws his bow, 
And roves at him, o’er whom no shield is spread, 
Nor iron rind, ner double mail below i ow, 
10, gazing on tresses, eyes, anc ry 
Fools that his heart is pierced, he knows not how. 
Lxvu. 
Olympia’s beauties are of those most rare, 
Kor is the forehead’s beauteous curve alone 
Excellent, and her eyes and cheeks and hair, 
Mouth, nose, and throat, and shoulders ; but, 80 down. 
Desconding from the lady's bosom fair, 
Parta which are wont to be concealed by gown, 
‘Are such, as haply should be placed before 
Whate’er this ample world contains in store. 


In whiteness they surpass’d unsullied 
wi " ied snow, 
‘Smooth ivory Yo the touch ; above were seen 


‘Two rounding paps, like new-press'd milk in show, 
Fresh-taken from its orate of rushes green ;* 

The space betwixt was like the valley low, 

‘Which oftentimes we see small hills between, 
Swoot in its season : and now such as when 
‘Winter with snows has newly filled the glen. 


LXIX. 
The swelling hips and haunches’ eymmotry, 
‘Tho waist move clear than mirror's poliahed grain, 


Or work of better hand and nicer pai 

Aa well to you of other parts should I” 
Relate, which she to hide desired in vain. 

To sum the beauteous whole, from head to feet, 
In her all loveliness is found complete. 
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xx. 
And had she in the Idean glen unveiled 
In ancient days before the Phrygian swain, 
By how much heavenly Venus had prevailed 
Ror knply had OS yooth fr Sparta eaioh 
or rout tor 

"To violate tho hospitable reigns 
But said; “ With Menelats let Helen rest ! 
“No other prize I seek, of this poseest ;” 


LXXL 
Or in Crotona dwelt, where the divine 
Zeuxis in days of old his work projected, 
To be the ornament of Juno's 
And hence so many naked dames collected ; 
‘And in one form perfection to combine, 
Some separate charm from this or that selected, 
He from no other model need have wrought, 
Binoe joined in her were all the charms he sought. 
LXxil. 
I do not think Bireno ever viewed 
‘Naked that beauteous form; for sure it were 
He never could have been so stern of mood, 
‘As to have left her on that desert lair. 
‘That Ireland's king was fired I well conclude, 
Nor hid the flame that he within him bare. 
He strives to comfort her, and hope instill, 
‘That future good ahall ond her present ill : 
Holland promiee to boas 
And her to Hol ises to bear, 
‘And vows till she is to her state restored, 
‘And just and memorable vengeance there 
‘Achieved upon her perjured, traitor lord, 
He never will unceasing war forbear, 
‘Waged with all means that Ireland can afford ; 
this with all his speed. He, up and down, 
‘Meantime bids seek for female vest and gown. 
LXXIV. 
‘Noor will it need to send in search of vest 
Beyond the savage island’s narrow bound, 
Since thither every day in such came dressed, 
Some dame, to feed the beast, from countries round. 
Nor long his followers there pursued the quest, 
re many they of various fashion found. 
So was Olympia clothed ; while sad of mood 
‘Was he, not 80 to clothe her as he wou'd. 
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LXXv. 
But never silk 80 choice or gold so fine 
Did the industrious Florentine 
Nor whosoever broiders gay design, . 
The on his task be it time, toil, and care, 
Nor Lemnoe’ god, nor Ballas’ art divine, 
Form raiment worthy of those limbs so fair, 
That King Oberto cannot choose but he 
Recalls them at each turn to memory. 
LXXVI. 
‘To see that love so kindled by the dame, 
On man’ ds Orlando was content ; 
Who not alone rejoiced that such « shaze 
Put upon her, Bireno should at 5 
But, that in the design on which he came, 
He should be freed ve impediment. 
Not for Olympia thither he made, 
Bub, were Lis lady there, to lend her sid. 


LXXVIL 
To him, that there the was not, soon was clear, 

‘But clear it was not if she had been there, 

Or no; since of those islesmen, far and near, 

One was not left the tidings to declare. 

The following day thoy from the haven steer, 

‘And all united in one squadron fare. 

‘The Paladin with them to Ireland hies, 

From whence to France the warrior’s passage lies. 


LXXvil. 

Scarcely a day in Ireland’s realm he z 
‘And for no prayers his purposed end forbore : 
Love, that in quest of his hege-lady sends 
The knight upon this track, permits no more. 
Departing, he Olympia recommends 
To the Irish m , who to serve her swore : 

sh this needed not; since he was bent 

More behoved, her wishes to content: 
LXXxIx. 
grec eer ar 

wit 's ki "a 

In Holland and in Fresland left no land ) 


‘His Zealand stirred ; nor ho the war delayed, 
Until by him Bireno’s blood was spilt : 
1 panies ent that ill stoned his guilt. 
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Oberto takes to wife Olyrapa ei, 
‘And her of countess makes a puissant queen.” 


it, 
Save wien sone fathial wives was ie sight. 
LXXXII. 
‘That winter's remnant he so ed, that feat 
Of his was known not to the public ear; 
But when within that animal diserect 
Which 1 ate th au aemed the sphere, 
And Zephyrus returning glad and sweet, 


Toncared sod with then new gras and ia tay flower. 


‘XII. 
From plain + to hill, from Champaign: flat to shore, 
Oppressed with grief and pain the country fares, 
a long cry, entering a forest hosr, 
jit loud lamenting smitos upon his ears. 


‘hia brand and spurs his courser sore, 
ee ae ma the sound he hears 


Bar T thal eh another sesson ony 
‘What chanced, and may be hoard in future lay. 


VOL. I. ° 


CANTO XII. 
ARGUMENT. 


Oriando, full of rage, purrues a knight 
Who bears by force his lady-love away, 
Tok comes whore od Atlantes, by his eight 
Had raised a dome, Rogero there to stay. 
Here too Rogero comes ; where getting sight 
Of his lost love, the County strives in fray 
With flerce Ferrdu, and, after slaughter fell 
Amid the paynim host, Je Jeabel. 


Canes, when from the Taetn dame in haste 
to the lonely valley, where 
Enceladus the Atnaan mountain placed 
On his bolt-smitten flanks, is doomed to bear, 
Ber girl sho found not, on that thlees waste, 
late quitted, having rent 
‘And marked cheoks, eyes, and resol ith livid signs, 
At th end of her Inmont tore upto pine, 


And lit at Vulcan’s fire the 3 double brand, 

Aad sure them virtue never to be spent 

And, afterwards, with one in either hand, 
Drawn by two dragons, in her chariot went, 
Searching the forest, hill, and level land, 
Field, valley, running stroam, or water ents 
‘The land and sea; and having searched the shell 
Of earth above, descended into hell. 


III. 
Had Roland of Eleusis’ deity 
The sovereign power ed no legs than will, 
He for Angelica had land and sea 
Ransacked, and wood and field, and pool and rill, 
Haren, and Oblivion’ bottom A: but ince he 
not, 8 

Hor deajous da het ce The unrrearied knight 
Pursued the missing maid as best he might. 


Iv. 
Through France he sought her, and will seek her through 
The realms of Italy and of Almayn, 
And thence through the Castilos bo both old and new, . 
So passing into Libya out of 8) 
While bold Orlando has this in view, 
He hears, or thinks ho heare, a voice complain 
(e forward spurs, and sees on mighty steed 
A warrior trot before him on the mead ; 
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Who in hia ums ative dame! bos 


Sore grieving, and the pommel laid 
She we and st gales, and the semblance wears 
eral nian eer calor i 
ites’ prince ; and now appears 
SSS waeeS 
She, for whom, night and day, with ceascless pain, 
Inside and out, he France had searched in vain. 


VI. 
I aay not is, but that sho to the si 
Seems the he loves 40 
Ho who his lady-love and goddoss' fight 
Beholds, borne off in such afictod cheer, 
lled by fury foul, and angry spite 
Gabe teak ith hoorid votes cavalier ; 
Calls back the cavalior, and threats in vain, 
And Brigliadoro drives with flowing rein, 
VIL. 
That felon stops not, nor to him 
Ou} his cat gain. intent, his lonoue Prey 5 
swiftness through the greenwood hies, 
Wiad would not oversake Lonon hae ‘way. 
‘The one pursues while him the other fie 
And with lament resounds the thicket 
‘They issue in » spacious mead, on whic 
‘Appears a lofty mansion rare and rich. 


Of various marbles, agit with h subtle caro, 
the proud palace. He who fast in 
Boars off upon his arm the damsel fir, 
3 ing, enters at a gate of gold. 
is far behind the pair, 
y Oran ey iknight, and bold. 
Enteang around Ore tars eyes, 
Yet ae cavalier nor de damsel spies. 


"twas rough tho amoe! p Sentra f 

inmost still his foe, 

here and there i restless rage 

il bes has seonrouch bower etcheeulesied row 5 

‘With the same purpose he ascends the stairs, 
ving first vainly searched each room below. 

Nor spends less labour, on his task intent, 

‘Above, than he beneath had vainly spent. oe 
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With the a enn othe royal maid, 
Or the foul thief by whom she was conveyed. 


XI. 
This while, as here and there in fruitless pain 


Allin it of the offender . 
‘And’ upon hin some =, lay 
One knight complains that he has sto is steed, 
One tht he has purloined his lady gay. 
And tino within the enghanted cago they oe 

was Wit 1° ted cage ‘> 

Nor can depart ; while in the palace pent, 
Many have ‘weeks and months together spent. 


XI. 

Boland, when he round that strange domo hed paced 

Four times or six, still vainly ooking wed 

Within himeelf, at last, “I it waste 

« My time and trouble, pill in vain delay 

“While haply her tho robber whom I chased 

4 Has far away, throu h other gate conveyed.” 
ouse he issued out 

Se ene otich it the dome about 


XIv. 
Wil holding Cos hs ago tothe ground, 
visage to 
‘To seo if recent print or trace eo 
Can, right or left, upon the turf be found, 
He from a window hears a call, 
And locks, ‘aad toate hears that yoice’s sound, 
thinks he sees tho visage by which he 
We ote pete, what he wont to be. 
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“Protection for my honour I implore. 

“‘Then shall it in my Roland's presence be 
“Ravishod by this Poul robber? Oh! before 
“Me to such miserable fate you leave, 

“Let me from your own hand my death receive !” 


XVI. 

‘These words repeated once, and yet again, 
Made Roland through eech chamber, far and near, 
Return with passion, and with utmost pain; 
But tempered with high hope. Sometimes the peer 

in his search, and heard a voice complain, 

‘Which seemed to be Angelica’s : if here 
Tho restless warrior stand, it sounds from there, 
And calls for help he knows not whence nor where. 


XVI. 
Whos throusiee gloomy pelt upon his steed, 
ugha gloom 
Following the giant and the dame who fed, 
Ho from the weod had issued on the mead ; 
Tsay that he arrived where Roland dread 
ihe act Carough the golden poral peed 
jiant len 
Rogero close behind, who followed fast. 
xvuI 
srt ot a 
10! 1 court nee 
Nor sees tho giant or the lady more, © 
‘And vainly lanoos hore and tere his ore. 
Ho up and down returas with Isbour 60°, 
‘Yet uot for that his longing eatisfies ; 
Nor can imagine whore the felon thief 
Has hid himself and dame in space so brief. 


xIx. 
After four times or five he so had wound 


he ; but the voice, which there 
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xx. 

‘One voice, one shape, which to lantes’ peer 
‘Soomed his Angelica, ee kaa Pe 
Seemed to Rogero Dordogno’s lady dear, 

‘Who him a truant to himself had made : 
i with Gradasso, or with other near od, 
fe spake, of those who throug] palace stray 
To Rigg them the vision, seen aj 7 
Seemed that which each had singly most at heart. 
xxi 
This was a new and an unwonted spell, 


‘Which the renowned Atlantes had 
That in this toil, this pleasing pain, might dwell 
So long Rogero, by these walls enclosed, 

From hi uss avay the influence fell, 
—Influence which him to early death 


Though vain his magic tower of steel, and vain 
Alanets tr, Atlante lots agains 


XXxIL 
Not only he, but others who stood high 
For valour, and in France had greatest fame, 
mee their hands Re ro might not die, 
it here ites” magic came: 
‘While these inthe enchanted mation le, 
That food be wanting not to knight or dame, 
He has supplied the dome throughout eo well, 
That all the inmates there in plenty dwell. 
Xx. 
But to Angelica return we, who, 
‘Now of that ring so wondrous repossessed, 
(Which, in her mouth, concealed the maid from view, 
fed from spell when it the finger pressed,) 
‘Was in the mountain-cavern guided to 
Whatever needed, viands, mare, and vest, 
‘And had conceived the project to pursue 
Her way to her fair Indian realm snow. 
King Sacri Roland wii gh 
jacripant, or ‘ili 
‘The damsel would have taken for her guide ; 
Not that, propitious to their wishes, she 
(Averse from both) inclined to either side ; 
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XXvV. 


one old. me ‘eet loubts withal 
‘Which of the two to take, and long revolves 
This in her doubtful hough, nor well resolves. 


xx 
She knows not which with ber vil best accord, 
The Count Orlando or Circassia’s knight. 
ip of most prowess, her would Roland i ward 


Bat Sacripant at pleasure could 
. fh him she oe 
Hence him alone ahe for hor oscort chove, 
‘And feigned to trust in his fidelity. 
‘The ring she from her mouth withdraws, and shows 
Her face, unveiled to the Circassians aie Po 
m 


Ferrin and Roland came upon the maid ; 
For ono and the other champion equally 
and without it strayed 
Tn gual vt Er "iy the enchaaGont stayed, 
eck var? no r ent 
b ran alik ae obeards the Game, for she 


Boe ring upon her hand anew, 
‘Atlantes' every scheme o'erthrew. 
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xxx. 
Helm on the head and corselet on the breast 
Of both the knights, of whom I sing, was tied ; 
night or day, since they into this rest 
entered, never doffed and laid aside : 
For such to wear were as a vest, 
fo these, 80 wont the bi q fo ,abide. 
well was armed, except with iron masque, 
Ferrdu, who wore not, nor would wear, 8 casque, 
XXXI. 
Till he had that erst wrested by the peer, 
Orlando, from the brother of Troyane ; 
For s0 had sworn the Spanish cavalier, 
‘What time he Argalia’s helm in vain 
ht in the brook ; yet though the count was near, 
not etretched forth his hand the prize to gain. 
For so it was, that neither of the pair 
Could recognise the other knight while there. 
XXxIL 
Upon the enchanted dome lay such a spell, 
they from one another were concealed ; 
They doffed not, night nor day, the corselet’s shell, 
Nor sword, nor even put aside the shield. 
Saddled, with bridle ing at the sell, 
‘Their steeds were feeding, ready for the field, 
‘Within a chamber, near the door, 
‘With straw and barley heaped in plenteous store. 
XXXII. 
Nor might or mean, in n old Atlantes Hos 
'o stop the knights mounting, who repai 
He ro the nights om mounting he Tot, 
‘The fair vermillion cheeks and golden hair 
Of the sweet damsel, who before them flies, 
And goads to bettor speed her panting mars; 


And when these from the magic palace she 

Had ticed so far, that she no more supposed 

‘The warriors to the wicked fallacy 

Of the malign enchanter were 

‘The ring, which more than once from misery 

Had rescued her, she ’twixt her lips enclosed, 
Hence from their sight she vanished in a thought, 
‘And left them like men distraught, 
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Sscripant to have released, 
Hue Gataphsons wo Taled the frthct Best, 
i who ruled i 
‘sid of both the euddenly disdained, 
-And in an instant from her project ; 
‘And deemed, without more debt to count or king, 
In place of either knight sufficed the ring. 


XXXVI. 

In haste, they through the forest, here and there, 
So scorned of her, still gaze with stupid face ; 
ike questing hound which loses sight of hare 

Or fox, of w! he late pursued the trace, 

Into close thicket, ditch, or narrow lair, 

Escaping from the keen pursuer’s chase. 

Meantime their ways the wanton Indian queen 

Observes, and at their wonder laughs unseen. 


E 


XXXVI. 

Ta the mid wood, whore they the maid didlos, 

‘as but a sis Way, or right ; 

Which hey belied the damsel could not 

But follow, when she vanished from their sight. 
ferrin halts not, and Roland fast pursues, 


‘When pricking thus the to where the 
08 came to wl way 
‘Watlin the forest lost) with wood o'ergrown, 
And hed begun the herbage fo surrey 
For print of recent footsteps, up and down, 
‘The Fierce Ferrhu, who might have borne away 
From all that ever proudest were, the crown, 
‘With evil countenance, to the other two 
Turned him about, and shouted “ Whence are you? 
XXKIX. 
“Tarn back or take another road, save here, 
“In troth, you covet to be slain by me. 
w Et any Gani f boar with coupe 
« Let am with company.” 
‘And—"" What more could he aay, si cavalier,” 
(Orlando cried to Sacripant) ‘if we 
‘Were known for the two basest whores that pull 
“ And reel from spindle-staff the matted wool P 
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‘Then turning to Ferrin, «Bit that thine head, 
“Thou brutish sot, as I behold, is bare, 
“Tf thy late words were ill or wisely said, 
“Thou shouldst perceive, before we further fare.” 
‘To him Ferrhu; " For that which breeds no dread 
“Tn me, why shouldst thou take such soverign care? 

“What I have said unhelmed will I prove true, 

“Here, single as I smo both of you. 


“Oh! (to Circassia’s wing’ riod Roland dresd) 
morion for this man let me entreat, 
ill I have driven such folly from his head ; 
«For never with like madness did T moet” 
— Who then would be most fool P” the monarch said ; 
“ But if indeed you deem the suit discreet, 
“ Tend him thine own ; nor shall I be less fit 
“Haply than theo to an his lack of wit.” 


—“ Fools, both of you!” fierce Ferrau réplied) 

“ Asif, did I to wear ie delight, 

“ You would not be without your caaques of pride, 
« Already reft by me in your despi 

“But know thas much, that I by ead am tied 

“To wear no helm, and thus my promise quite ;? 

“Roaming without, till that fine casque I win 

«Worn by Orlando, — e's paladin.” 


— to-the so Spaniard said the count) 
«Wath Cubed Rotd. toe? hiskeat ta repeat 


‘Qn Boland what be did in Aspramont, 
By Agolant’s bold son: but shouldst thou meet 
“The warrior whom thou seekest, front to front, 
“I warrant thou wouldst quake from head to feet ; 
< Nor only wouldst forego the eaaque, but give 
“The knight thine other arms to let thee live.” 


XILIv. 
—'8o oft have I had Roland on the hip, 
“And oft,” (exclaimed tho bonster,) heretofore; 
“ Brom him it had been, r task to strip 
“What other arms, boside Bem, he wore; 
And if I still have lot the occasion slip, 
« We sometimes thank of of things unwished before : 
“Buch wish Thad not ; I have now; and hope 
“To compass easly my present sope.” 
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XLV. 
The good Orlando could no more forbear, 
And cried, “Foul miscreant, liar, matched with me, 
“Say, cailiff in what country, when and where 
“Beast you to have obtained uch victory P 
“That paladin am I, o'er whom you dare 
“To veunt, and whom you distait deemed : now seo 
“«Tfyon ean take my holm, or I have might 
“MTovtake your other arms in your despite. 
; XLVI. 
“ Nor Vo'er you the smallest vantage would.” 
‘He ended, and his temples disarrayed, 
‘And to » beech hung up the helmet good, 
‘And nigh as quiokly bared his trenchant blade. 
felenad te ein 
not for what is 
Covered with lifted shield and naked eword, 
‘As might best shelter to his head afford. 
XLVI. 
“Tras ths the wariors two, with falhios bare, 
ing their steeds, began to wl 3 
‘And where the armour thianent was, and where 
Tho meoting plates were joined, probed steal with steel ; 
Nor waa there in the world another pair 
More fitted to be matched in ferce appeal : 
their daring, equal was their might, 
‘Ald safe alike from wound waa either knight, 
XLVI. 
By you, fair sir, already, I presume, 
¢ fierce Ferré waa charmed is understood, 
Save where tho child, enclosed within the womb 
OF the full mother, takes its early food ; 
‘And hence he ever, till the squalid tomb 
Covered his manly faco, wore harnees good 
(Such was his wont) the doubt prt guard, 
f seven good plates of metal, tempered hard. 


XLIX. 
Alike charmed life Orlando bore, 
Safo every where, except a single part: 


More hard, unless report from truth rt 5 
And armed to battle either Ciupion weak 
Less for necessity than ornament. 
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L. 
‘Waxing more fierce and fell the combat rages, 
Of fear and horror fall, between the twain : 
‘The fierce Ferriu such dreadfal battle wages, 
‘That stroke or thrust is never dealt in vain : 
Each mighty blow from Roland di 
‘And loosens, breaks, or shatters, plate and chain. 
‘Angelica alone, secure from view, 
Regards such fearful sight, and marks the two. 
ing 
For, during this, the king of , 
Wi deta Angeline not fr fore, 
When Bera and Orlando dosperaicly 
Closing in fight were seen, his horse 
the way by which ho deemed that she 
Had dissppeated ; and so that battle gore 
‘as witnessed ’twixt the si is foes, none, 
Beside the daughter of ng Calapbrca. yy 
LIL 
After the damsel had sometime descried 
‘This dread and direful combat, standing nigh ; 
And it appearing that on either side 
With equal peril both the warriors vie, . 
She, fond of novelty, the helm untied 
Designs to take; desirous to espy 
‘What they would do when they perceived the wrong; 
But, without thought to keep her plunder long. 


LOI. 
To give it to Orlando was she bent, 

‘Bat firet she would upon tho warrior play : 
‘The helmet she took down with this intent 
‘And in her bosom hid, and marked the fray : 
Next thence, without a word to either went, 
‘And from the scene of strife was far away 
Ere cither of the two had marked the feat ; 
So were they blinded by their angry heat. 


LIv. 
But Ferréu, who first chanced the loss to see, 
From Roland disengaged himself, and cried, 
“ How like unwary men and fools are we 
“Treated by him, who late with us did ride!_ 
“What meed, which worthiest of the strife might be, 
“Tf this be stolen, the victor shall abide?” 
‘Roland draws back, looks upward, and with ire, 
Missing the noble casque, is all on fire: 
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Lv. 
And in opinion with Ferriu agreed, 
That gi the knight, who was with them before, 


Arrived where tracks upon the her! green 
Of the Circassian and nad neo, 


The Spani opt the more nigh the mount, 


which the fair iAngelice ica had fled. 
gelica, i reached a fount, 
of Pleasant site, and shaded overhead ; 


‘whose inviting shades no traveller hasted, 
Nor over lef the shrptal wave untasted. 


‘yin tect y et, 
‘unsuspicious of surp! 
‘An thinking her the excred ring will hide, 


Fears not that evil accident can rise. 

On her arrival a¢ the fountains side, 

She to a branch above the helmet ties ; 

‘Then seoks the fittest sapling for her need, 
here, fastened to ite trunk, her mare may feed. 


wor 
Hi 


LVIit. : 
The Spanish cavalier the stream beside 
Arrived, who had pursued her traces there : 
‘Angelica no sooner him espied, 
‘Than she evanished clean, and spurred her mare*; 
The helm this while had dropt, but lay too wide 
To be recovered of the flying fair. 
‘As soon as sweet Angelica he saw, 
Towards her full of rapture sprang Ferriu. 


Sho disappeared, I say, as forms avaunt 
“At sleoy's departure? toili long and sore 
He seeks the damsel there, ‘twixt Plant and and plant, 
Nor can his wretched eyes behold 
Blaspheming his Maho' and nd Termagant 
And cursing every master of 
Ferrau returned towards the 8) bw fount, 
‘Where lay on earth the helmet of the count. 
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Lx. 
Tetons upon te tains waten fae 
m the written fair, 
Which how Orlando won the helmet said ; 
And from what champion took, and when and where. 
‘With it the paynim armed his neck and head, 
‘Who would not for his grief the prize forbear ; 
His grief for loes of her, conveyed from sight, 
‘As disappear the phantoms of the night. 
LX. 
‘When in this goodly casque he was arrayed, 
‘He deemed nought wanting to his full content, 
Bat the discovery of the royal maid, 
‘Who like a flash of lightning came and went : 
For her he searches every greenwood shade, 
‘And when all hope of finding her is spent, 
Ho for the vain pursuit no longer tarries, 
But to the Spanish camp returns near Paris ; 
LXIl. 
‘Tempering the grief which glowed within his breast, 
For rach sore disappointment, with the thought 
That he was with Orlando's morion blest, 


Long time the 8 ight was vainly sought ; 

Nor'Beluad took the helmet from his head, 

TTll he between two bridges laid him dead. 

LXIIL 
Angelica thus, iewlees and alone 

Speeds on her journey, but with troubled front; 

Grieved for the helmet, in her haste foregone 
leparture e grassy fount. 

“Choosing to do what I should least have done,” 

(She said) “I took his helmet from the count. 

“This for his first desert I well bestow ; 


“A worthy recompense for all I owe ! 


LXIv. 

“With good intentions, as God knows, I wrought ; 
“Though these an ill and diferent end produce; 
“T took the helmet only with the thought 
“To bring that deadly battle to a truce ~ 
“And not that this foul Spaniard what he sought 
“Should gain, or I to his intent conduce.” 

So she, lamenting, took herself to task 
For having robbed Orlando of his casque. 
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LXv. 
By what appeared to her the meetest way, 
foody and ill-content she eastward pressed ; 
Ofttimes concealed, sometimes in face of day, 
‘As seemed most opportune and plessed her vest. 
‘After much country seen, a forest gray 
She reached, where, sorely wounded in mid breast, 
Between two dead companions on the ground, 
The royal maid a bl ig stripling found. 
LXVI. 
Pha opto who fret havo many things 
peak, who ve many things to say ; 
Nor shall to the Circassian or the Moor y 
Give for long space a rhyme ; j,thenee called away 
ite’s prince, who wills, before 
T of those others tell I should display 
‘The labours and the troubles he sustained, 
Pursuing the great good he never gained. 


LXVIil. 
At the first city, whither he was brought 
cause to go concealed he had good care), 
fe a new helmet donned ; but took no thought 
‘What was the head-piece he designed to bear. 
So safe is he in fairy , it nought 
Imports, if hard or soft its temper were. 
Orlando, covered thus, pursues the quest, 
Nor him day, night, or rain, or sun arrest. 
LXviil. 
‘It was the hour that out of Ocean's bed 
Dan Phebus drew his dripping steeds, and high 
‘And low, still scattering yellow flowers and 
Aurora stained the heavens with various dye, 
And Stars had cast their veils about their 
Departing from their revels in the sky ; 
passing on a day fair Paris near, 
Orlando made his mighty worth appear. 


Two squadrons h atered Id 

Oo e encountered ; one an o] 
Saracen, Manilardo clept, obeyed ; 
King of Noritia, whilom fierce and bold, 
But fitter now to counsel than to aid. 
Tho next beneath the standard was enrolled 
Of ‘Tremisena’s monarch, who was said 
"Mid Africans to be a perfect knight ;, 
Alzirdo he by those who knew him, hight : 
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Lxx. 
‘These, with the other Saracen array, 
Cantoned throughout the winter months had lain, 
Some near the city, some more far away, 
‘All lodged nigh town or hamlet on the plain 
For since King Agramant had many a day 
Spent in attacking Paris’ walls in vain, 
fe (for no other means remained to try) 

‘Would lastly with » siege the city ply; 





LXXxI. 
And to do this had people infinite: 
Since he, beside the host that with him came, 


And that of Spain which followed to the fight 
‘The Spanish King Marsilius’ oriflame, 
Many of France did in his pay unite: 
For all from Paris he to Arles’s heed 

it of ony, some stragg] tower 
Tevertol fad solucgd beneath power. 


LXXIL. 
‘The quivering brook, as warmer breezes blew, 
‘Beginning now from ioe ie waves to fro, 
e s and foliage new, 
To. clothe again the field and greenwood tree, 
‘All those King Agramant assembled, who 
Had followed hin in his prosperity 
To muster in review the armed swarm, 
‘And give to his affairs a better form: 





Hence dia the King of Tron repair, 
ence misen’ ir, 
‘With him who had Noritia in command, 
To be in time at that fall muster, where 


As I have ald gon this united band; 

‘Who, as his ‘was, went secking her, 

By whom he had been made Love's prisoner.. 

Alnirdo, an the approaching aouat he 
irdo, as the aj ing count 5 

“Who in this world for velour has no-poet, 

With such a haughty front, and in such guise, 

The God of war would less in arms appear, 

The features known before astounded spies, 

i eh ee legee 
esteems 8 it of prowess 

‘Which, fondly, he too sore desires to try. 
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Arrogant, young, and ots Se ited foree, 

Alzirdo was, and prized for dauntless mind ; 

‘Who bent to joust prieked forth his foaming horse, 

ier had he remained in line behind ! 
Met by Anglante’s prince in middle course, 
jeroed his heart as they encountering joined. 

rahe the lightened courser scoured the plain, 

‘Without a rider to direct the rein. 


LXXV1L 
‘Rises a sudden and a horrid cry, 
And air on every side ats ata the scream ; 
As his eared band the falling youth doscry, 
And issuing from his wound so wide a stream : 
Disordered, they the count in fary ply, 
And, raised to cut or thrust, their weapons gleam. 
‘Against that flower of knights, their feathered reeds, 
‘A thicker squadron yet in tempest speeds. 
LXXVvII. 

‘With sound like that, with which from hill repair, 
Or from the champaign’s flat the hurrying swine, 
(if the Wolf issue from his grot, or Bear, 

escending to the mountains’ lower line, 
Some bris fy youngling take away and tear, 
‘Who with loud squeal and grunt is heard to pine) 
Came drivii count the barbarous rout ; 
“Upon him!” ‘and “ upon him !” still their shout. 


LXXVIII. 
At once spears, shafts, and swords, his corslet bore 
' thousands, and as many pierce his shield. 
threatens on one side, and that before, 
And those the ponderous mace behind him wield. . 
But he esteems the craven rout no more, 
He, who did never yet to terror yield, 
Than hi “Wolf in twilight makes account 
To what the number of the flock may mount. 
LXXxIx. 
He held unshesthed that thundering sword in hand, 


‘Which with so many foes has heaped the plain, 
That ho who thinks to coun the al ughtered bind, 
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LXxx. 
Nor safety cotton vest, nor cloths supply, 
Tn thousand folds about the temples spread 
Nor only groan and lamentation fly 
Through air, but shoulder, arm, and severed head. 
Death roams the field in strange variety 
OF horrid forms, and all inspiring dread 
And says, “For hundreds of my soythes may stand 
“(His Durindana in Orlando's hand.” ° 
LXXXxI. 
His ceaseless strokes scarce one the other wait: 
Speedily all his foemen are in flight. 
‘hey hoped to swallow quick the angle ight 
ey hoped to swallow quic! single . 
None is there who, in that unhappy straight, 
Stops for his comrade, flying from the fight. 
‘Here one man speeds afoot, one gallops there ; 
None stays to question if the road be fair. 
LXXXxil. 
His mirror Valour bore about, and here 
Each blemish of the soul was seen confest :* 
None looked therein, except an aged peer, 
one was chilled, but courage unreprest. 
That death were better deems this cavalier 
Than life in flight, and in disgrace possest : 
I mean Noritian ing. who Is his lance 
In rest against the paladin of 3 
7 LXXXIml. 
He broke it on the border of the shield 
Of the intrepid count,-with stedfast hand, 
Who, by the stroke unshaken, nothing reeled ; 
‘And smote the king, in passing, with his brand. 
Him Fortune saved ; for as Orlando wheeled 
The blade, it turned, descending, in his hand. 
Although an-edge he guides not still the sword, 
Stunned from his reels the paynim lord. 
LXXXIv. 


- Astounded from his saddle reels the king, 


Nor him Orlando turns about to see. 
He cuts, and cleaves, and slays his following ; 
Who all believe him at their backs to be 

0 8] us air, with troul i 
Tho starlings from the daring merlin flee ; wn 
So, of that broken squadron, scattered round, 
Some fly, some dip, and some fall flat to ground. 
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LXXXxv. 
He ceased not his ensanguined blade to sway 
‘Till living wight remained not in his view. 

Orlando doubted to resume his way, 

Although the country all about he knew. 

Does he the right or left-hand road assay, 

His thoughts still rove from what his steps pursue, 

‘And he to seek the damsel is in dread 

‘Through other path than that by which she fled. 
Through wood a fold he ores did he goad, 

we ant courser 

Often inquiring for al dame : 

Beside himself, he strayed beside his road, 

‘And to the foot of rising mountain came, 

‘Whence (it was night-time) through a fissure glowed 

‘The distant flicker of a quivering flame. 

Grlando to the rock approached, to spy 

If there Angelica concealed might lie. 


LXXXxvil. 
As where low junipers o’ershade her lair, 
Or in the stubble of the open lay, 
‘What time the hunters seek the fearful hare 
Through traversed woods, and through uncertain way, 
—Lest peradventure she be hidden there, 
They every bramble, every bush assay ; 
Eiven s0, where hope the toiling warrior leads, 
Searching his lady-love, Orlando speeds. 
LXXXVIII. 

Pricking in haste towards that ray, the count 
Arrived where in the wood the light was shed, 
Forth-steaming from a crevice in the mount, 
Within whose womb a spacious grotto spread ; 
And there, like wall or , discerned in front, 
Of thorns and underwood a bristly bed, 

To hide the grotto's inmates, and defend 
From scathe or scorn, which others might intend. 


LXXXIx. 
By dey. it had been hidden evermore ; 
jut the 


Ite use he guessed ; but would the place explore, 
And better i sight. 
‘When he without had tied his Brigliador, 
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xe. 
By ak sht of steps was the descent 
Tinto tl Ja where, in the rocky tomb, 
Buried were living folk. Of wide extent, 
The grot was chiselled into vaulted room ; 
Nor was, although its entrance little lent, 
‘All daylight wanting to disperse the gloom : 
For much was furnished by a window dight, 
‘Within « natural fissure on the right. 
XcrI. 
In the mid cave, beside a fire was seen 
A gentle maid of leasing look and guise ; 
seemed to d little past fifteen, 
As far as at first sight he might surmise. 
‘With that so fair she made ed scene 
Seem in the warrior's sight a paradise. 
Although this while her eyes with tears o’erflow, 
Clear tokens of a heart oppressed with woe. 
Xxcri. 
An aged dame was with her, and the pair 
Tangled, as oftentimes is women’s way; 
But when the County was descended there. 
Concluded the dispute and wordy fray. 
Orlando hastens to salute them fair 
(As still is due to womankind), and they 
welcome him rise lightly from their seat, 
And with benign return the warrior greet. 
XcIi. 
°Tis true, that when that sudden voice they hear, 
Somedeal confused in look they seem to be, 
‘At the same time beholding thus appear 
So fierce 4 man, and harnessed cap-a-pee. 
“What wight” (demands Anglantes” cavalier) 
“ So barbarous is, and void of courtesy, 
“ That he keeps buried, in this rude repair, 
«A face so gentle and so passing fair P” 





‘tis time my strain should end. 


CANTO XIII. 


ARGUMENT, 


The Count Orlando of the dameel Blond 
Who loves Zerbino, heare the piteous woe, 
Nest pute to death the felons with hie hand 


Tuose ancient cavaliers right hay 
Born in an age, when, in the gl 700d,” 
In valley, and in cave, wherein the re 
Serpent 0 or lion, hid their eavage brood, 

d that, which now in palace rare 

Is eee a ine by judges proved and good 
‘Women, to wit, ‘echost days 
Of beanty worthily deserve eee praise 


IL 
Abore I told you how a gentle maid 
Orlando had discovered under ground, 
‘And ssked, ‘by whom sho thither was conveyod ? 
now my tal, tell how drowned 
many & sol 
te Semel aarti toftent san 
Summing m with wl vit she might, 
Her ills recounted to Anglantes’ knight. 


a 
“Though I am sure,” sho said, “O cavalier, 
“To suffer et for what Tsay 5” 
‘know, to him who 
«is woman quickly wil the fact disp dimioy 
“T would not but thou shouldst the story hear. 
«Laut lep my wretched ifthe forfeit ey a 
“For what can wait me better than that 
“ My gaoler, should one day my death decree? 


Iv. 
“Lo! I am Isabel, who once was styled 
“The daughter eemerara 
wT aid aright who was ; but now the iia 


ARS Bult of bce ee By rom rs led; 


« For against him alone this ¢ bring, 
“Who sweetly, at the first, our wish 9] lands, 
“ And weaves in secret but deceit and 
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v. 
“ Whilom I lived, content in Fortune’s smile, 
“Bich, blameless, fair, and young; to sad revenge 
Condemned, I now am wretched, poor, and vile, 
« And in worse case, if any yet be worse. 
“But it is fitting, I to thee this while 
“From their first root my troubles should rehearse. 
“And it will soothe me, though of thee I borrow 
“No help, that thou compassionate my sorrow. 





“ My father in his city of Bayonne, 
“(To-day will be twelve months) a tourney dight ;! 
lence, Jed by spreadi rumour to our town, 
“ “ite joust, from different ‘came many @ knight; 
“Mi these (was it his manifest renown, 
“ Or was it love which a0 deosived my sight) 
« Praise in my eyes alone Zerbino won, 
“Who was the mighty king of Seotland’s son. 
VII. 
“When him T after in ¢ the field capied, 
“ forming Ww us feats of valry, 
Tyas 1% by Love, ere I descried 
wth fre ral alan Hateonbeit any ide, 
“ Yet, following in my Love, so rash a guide, 
“T lay this unction to my ph: — 
“Thal no unseemly Jace my hi 
“ Fixed on the w fin the world and best. 


vol. 
“In beauty and in valour’s boast above 
“Those other lords the Scottish prince stood high. 
“He showed me, and, I think, he he bore me love, 
« And felt no less an ardent flame 
“ Nor lacked there one who did Cote ‘us move, 
“To speak our common wishes frequently, 
“ 80 could we still in heart and mind unite, 
« Although disjoined from one another's sight. 


m. 
“Hence, when concluded was the festal show, 
« And to his home Zerbino was returned, 
“Tf thou know’st what is love, thou well may’st know 
How night and day I for the warrior yearned ; 
«And was assured, no less on him did prey 
te fee that in his constant bosom burned. 
“ He, save a way to have me with him, nought 
“ For solace of his restless passion sought. 


CANTO XIII. ORLANDO FUBIOSO. 215 


x. 
“ For different faith forbade him (on my side 
“T was e Saracen, a Christian he) 


xi 
“A fitting place to effect what different creed 
“ ee forbade us, he esteemed this site, 
“ And showed the order taken for the deed, 
“Which was to make our future life's delight ; 
“ And how, near Santa Martha, for our need, 
“ A bark was with arm’d men in ambush dight, 
“ Under Sir Odoric of Biscay’s command ; 
“ A leader he, approved by sea and land ! 
xi. 
“Unable in his this to do, 
“For by his father he was forced to wend 
“Tn succour of the king of France, in lieu 
This Odorie for the purpose he would send ; 
“Chosen, of all his faithful friends and true, 
“ As his most faithful and his truest friend: 
“ And such had been, if benefits could bind 
“‘And goodly deeds the friendship of mankind. 


xm. 
“ At the time fixed to bear me thence away, 
“This chief would anchor on the destined ground. 
“And thus it was arrived the wished-for day, 
“When I of them was in my garden found. 
“ Sir Odorio, at night, with fair array 
“ Of valiant men, by land and sea renowned, 
“Tn the near river from his bark descends, 
“And thenoe in silence to my garden wends. 


xIv. 
“To the pitched bark with me his party 
waeto tie diy tase what wafer basa 
“ Some of the house, disarmed and naked, fled, 
“And some were slain ; while of the hel) band, 
“ With me, another was captive 1c 
«So was Tsovered from my native land, 
“ ing in brief Zerbino to possess, 
“T cannot tell thee with whad happiness, 
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“Searoely was Mongia ur aly dob doubled,? 
“Be & squall took hee 
“Which Found about the olear horizon abled 
“ And stirred and tost heaven-high the foaming tide. 
“ Smote with » north-west wind, next, ocean bubbled, 
“Which on her other beam the vessel plied : 
“This evermore increases, with such force, 
“Starboard or larboard, boots not which our course. 
XVL 
“Te steads not to strike sail, nor lash the mast, 
“ Lowered on the gang-board, nor our castles fell ;* 
‘The bark, in our despite, ia hurried fast 
“Towards the pointed rocks about Rochelle : 
“Save mz, above, assist us at the nl 
ccc St ana 
«Driven r by wi ior 
«han ever bow-stting gave to whistling road. 


xvi. 

“Our well does the Biscayan note, 

waa net perirers eae afloat, 
rers down the 8 wi 

“ Rescends into is, Stak me dem 12 boat, 

“ Two follow, and a troop w« throng 

“ Did not the first prevent them, and fore 

“The entrance with their naked faulchions; we 
“Sever the rope forthwith, and put to sea.’ 
XVil. 

“ Driven landward, on the shore we safely light 
“Who in the skiff embarked ; while of our band 
“The rest in the split vessel sink outright ; 

“ Our goods sea-swallowed all. Upon the strand 
“To ETERNAL LOVE, to GOODNESS INFINITE, 

“T offer up m thanks, with outstretched hand, 
“That I was doomed not ’mid the watery roar 
«To perish, nor ieee a more. 


“Tho JT had left on shipboard matters rae, 
crt precious in their nature, gem and vest, 
o Imight hope Zerbino’s lot to share, 
“Twas content the sea should have the rest. 
“No awveling on the beach appears, nor there 
“Ts any pathway seen, by footsteps pressed ; 
“Only a ‘woody top is 
“ By ceaseless winds, the waters batho its feet. 
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xx. 

“Here the fell tyrant Love, aye prompt to range, 

“« And faithless to his eve Tromiae still, 

“Who watches ever how he may derange 

“ And mar our every reasonable will, 

“Converts, with woeful and disastrous change, 

“My comfort to despair, my good toil: 

“For he, in whom Zerbino put his trust, 

“ Cooled in his loyal faith, and burned with lust. 


xxi 

“ Whether he this desire had nursed at ses, 

“ And hed not dared exhibis it before ; 

“ t it sprung from opportunity, 

“Bug Uy that solitary abae 

“Without more pause, in that lone desert, he 
“ Would sate his greedy passion ; but forbore 
“ Till he of one could rid him, of the twain, 
“Who in the boat with us had scaped the main. 


; XXII. 
“A. man of Scotland ho, Almonio hight, 
* Who to Zerbino seemed great faith to bear 
«And aa a perfect wamior by the knight, 
“Braised, when to Odorie given, his trast to share : 
“To him (the Spaniard said) st were a slight 
“TET unto Rochelle afoot should fare ; 
“And prayed, that he before would thither speed, 
“And forvard thence some hackney, for my need. 
XXII. 
« Almonio, who in this suspects no ill, 
“Forthwith, before out party, wends his way 
“Mfo the town, hidden bY the’ wooded hill 
“And which not more than six rales distant lay. 
Tote other Sali hin wicked wil 
« Bir Odoric too to display ; 
« ds well Beowuse ho could act Pa hima thence, 
“ ‘As that in him he had great confidence. 
XXIV. 


“ From infancy, and the ungrateful wight 
¢ Deomed that the thought he harboured in his head 
“ He could impart in salety to ight, 

“Who would prefer, Deglactfal af i a, 

“The pleasure of his friend to what was just. 
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XXV. 
“ Not without high disdain Corebo heard 

< (Who kind and eourtoous was) the Biscaymoer, 
And tormed him traitor ; and by deed and word 
«‘Withstood the purpose of his foul compeer. 
“This mighty wrath in either warrior stirred ; 
“In sign whereof their naked brands they rear. 
“At sight of their drawn swords, in panic, I 
“Turn shortly through the gloomy wood to fly. 


XXVI. 

“ Sir Odoric in war well taught and bred, 
“Gained in few blows such vantage in the fray, 
“ He lek Corebo on the field for 
“ lowing in my steps, pursued my way. 
“Love lent to tim (aless ‘om misled)” v 
“ Pinions, that he might overtake his prey ; 
“And many a prayer and glocing flattery taught, 
“Wherewith I to compliance might be wrought. 


XXVILI. 
“ But all in vain, for I was fixed and bent, 
“ Rather than sate his ill desire, to die. 
<c When menace had by him been vain! ly spent, 
“ And eve er and every flattery, 
“He would by open force his will content 
“Nor boots it aught that I entreaties try ;— 
“ Of his lord’s faith in him the wretch remind, 
“ And how myself I to his hands resigned. 
When I perceived that Faia 
“ i +t ruthless was m1} , 
“ And that I could not hope for other ay) 
« For he assailed me like a fami bear, 
“With hands and feet I fierce resistance made, 
“ As he more brutal waxed, and plucked his hair, 
“And with my teeth and nails his visage flayed: 
“ This while I vent such lamentable cries, 
“‘The clamour echoes to the starry skies. 


xXxIx. 
“Were they by chance conducted, or my brick, 
“ Which mi; we well been heard a league around, 
“(Or, was it they were wont the shore to seek, 
“ When any vessel split or ran aground) 
“I saw a crowd appear upon the peak, 
“ Which, to the sea descending, towards us wound. 
“ Them the Biscayan saw, and at the sight 
“ Abandoned his design, and tured to light, 
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XXX. 

“ This rabble, sir, against that treacherous man 
“Comes to my aid; but in such guise, that I 
“The homely saw, of falling from the pan 
“Into the fire beneath, but verify. 

«Tis true so lost I was not, nor that clan 

“ Ageamied wih minds of such iniquity, 

“ t to violate my person it 5 

“Though Rothing good or virtuous on them wrought : 
XXXI. 

“ But that they knew, for me preserved a maid, 

” As yet I am, they higher price might crave. 
“Eight months are past, the ninth arrived, since, stayed 
“ By them, alive I languish in this grave. 
“ All hope is lost of my Zerbino’s aid : 
“ For from their I gather, as a slave, 
“Tam bartered tos t for his gold ; 
By whom T to the sultan shall be sold” 
‘The gentle damsel erin — 
entle 80 

le sobs and sighs oft interposing break 
Her soft angelic voice, which might infuse 
Compassion into asp, or venomed snake. 
‘What time she so her piteous grief renews 
Or haply does her bitter anguish slake, 
Some twenty men the gloomy cavern fill; 
This armed with hunting-spear, and that with bill. 


XXXII. 
With squinting ook and dark, and but one eye, 
The leader of the troop, of bratish cheer 
‘Was he, the foremost of the company ; 
blow blinded, which from nose to ear 
left his jaw : when he did so desory 
Seated beside the maid, that cavalier, 
‘He turned about and said ; “Lo! in the net 
‘Another bird for whom it was not set!” 
XXXIV. 
‘Then to the county cried; “I never knew 
“A man more opportune my wants to stead ; 


«You verily arrived in season are 
“My needs (pursued the losel) to repair.” 
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With bitter smile, uj on his feet, 
Orlando to the ping reply: 
“Thou at a price at which no 
“ Unmarked in merchant's books, these arms ehalt buy:” 
With that he snatched brand, eye fall of heat 
And smoke, was smouldering in 
Threw it, and smote by chance ‘he ‘onage tat half eel 
‘Where with fo nose He etd brows confined. 


‘The brand disc Paint if either brow, 
But most severely on the left did emite ; 
For that ill feature by the blow 


Which was the thi eanhe uidiste of light, 
Nor is the stroke content to to blind the foe; 
Vaaated, save it register his 
those damned souls, Bie Charon keeps,' 
Win eir companions, plunged in boiling deeps. 
XxXxXvVi. 
A table in mid cavern stood, 
ous in thickusee ata Route square; 
Propt on one huge, ill-fashioned foot and rude, 
Which held the thief and all rho hu harboured there. 
Even with such freedom as his dart of wood 
‘We mark the nimble Spaniard launch through air, 
The heavy table Roland seized and threw, 
Where, crowded close together, stood the crew. 
XXXVOL 
One had his belly crushed, and one his breast ; 
‘Another head or arm, of leg and thigh. 
‘Whence some were slain outright, and maimed the rest, 
While he who was least injured sought to fly. 
*Tis so sometimes, with heavy stone oppressed, 
A knot of slimy snakes is seen to lie, 
With attored head and loins, where, winter done, 
They lick their scales, rejoicing in the sun. 
XxXxIx. 
I could not say what mischiefs these offend ; 
Ono dies, and one departs without its ia tals 
Another crpaed cannot move an end, 
And srroathes its length without avail : 
While wi itious saints befriend, 
Safe Bal throug te the gran off its slimy trail. 
uld no wonder nder breed, 
Bisse good esol ‘3 im achieved the deed. 
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xL. 
Those whom the board had little maimed or nought, 
Gor int Bays there » were seven) in craven wine, 
eir in their feet, yet vainly, 3 
For to the vavern's door Orlando Men. 
‘And having them without resistance caught 
‘Fast with a rope their hands behind them ties ; 
‘A rope, which in the cavern on the ground, 
Convenient for his purpose he had found. 


XLL 
He after drage them bound without the cave, 
‘Where an old service-tree its shadow throws. 
Orlando lope the branches with his glaive, 
And hangs the thieves, a banquet for the crows, 
Nor chain and crook for such 2 deed did crave: 
Hor ready hooks tho treo itslf bestows, 
'o purge the world; where up-bung, 
These, on the branches, told Brande strung. 
rT. 


XL. : 
The ancient woman, the assassin’s friend, 
‘Escapes when she perceives that all are dead, 
‘And, threading that green labyrinth without end, 
Eamenta, and Ad Placks the hair fe a off her head, 
fear imy through paths which sore offend 
for feet, til she, beside a river's bed, 
Encounters with a warrior : but to say 
‘Who was the stranger champion I delay ; 
xLUI. 
And turn to her, who to the eount applied, 
Praying he would not leave her there alone, 
‘And vowed to follow whither he would guide. 
Orlando her consoles in courteous tone ; 
And thence, when, with a wreath of roses tied 
‘About her brows, and robed in purple gown, 
On wonted journey white Aurora starts, 
The paladin with feabel departs. 
Without encountering aught th might 
it en ing aught ight 9} 
Worthy of note, wended many a day ; 
And finally the twain a cavalier, 
‘As prisoner led, encountered by the way. 
‘Who shall be told ; but tale to you as 
iy seme ee eh 
’s ter,— Wl ve, 
Tanguid and lost it all the pains of love. 
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XLV. 

‘The beanteous lady who desires m vain, 
Rogero should not hia return delay, 
Lies in Marseilles, from whence the paynim train 
Wat tine thee robbing aye by hil and plain, 

rol aye, y 

Scour fruitful Languedos and’ Prove.ce gay) 
And the true duty executes aright 
Of a sage leader and a valiant knight. 


XLVL 
‘The time long past, she, lying in that place, 

Had hopod that her Rogero would eppeat, 

Sut, nof beholding him’in all that space, 

Of many evil chances lived in fear, 

One day, mid others that her woeful case 

"The lady wept alone, to her drew near 

‘The dante, who with that healing ring made sound 
‘The bosora Fankling with Aleing’s wound. 


XLVIL. 
‘When her she saw, without her love returned, 
{Such time elapsed, her mission incomplete), 
re trembling, faint, and pale, her heart so yearned, 
Sho goaroo had strength to stand upon her fest. 
But the enchantress kind, when she discerned 
Her fear, advanced with smiles the maid to meet ; 
‘And towonsole her such glad visage wore 
‘As messenger who joyfal tidings 
XLVIII. 
“ Fear not for thy Rogero ; he is well 
“ And safe (she cried), and ever worships thee, 
“As wonted; but thy foe, that wizard 
“Him yet again deprives of liberty. 
“ And it behoves thee now to climb the sell, 
“ Would’st thou possess him, and to follow me; 
“For if thou wendest with me, I will lead 
“Whither, by thee Rogero shall be freed.” 


XLIX. 
And next pursued, relating to her all 
The frauds and magic of Atlantes hor, 
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L 

“ Seeing the sage, all think they see a squire, 
“ Companion, lady-love, ‘or abecnt fond 
“Whatever is each several wight's desire : 
«once searching every Where howasciras th 
“Hence every whore, themselves they tire 
“With labour sore, and frustrate of their end; 
* And cannot, (80 Desire and Hope deceive), 
«Without the missing good, that palace leave. 


I 

“ As soon as thou (pursued the dame) art near 
“ The place where he has built the magic seat, 
“ Besembling thy Rogero in his cheer 
“And every 100 Atlantes thee shall meet, 
“ And make himself by his ill art appear 
«. Ag suffering from some stronger arm defeat; 
«That thou may’st aid him in 


il feigned, 
«Ad thas angug those others be Seana 


LIL 
“To the end thou may’st escape his ambush, where 
“So many and so aay, thus betrayed, 
“ Have fallen ; seem, rare 
“To lend him faith, who will demand thine aid: 
“Nor, when the sage presents himself, forbear 
“To take his worthless life with lifted blade. 
“Nor think to slay Rogero with the blow, + 
“But him who works thee still such cruel woe. 
LIL. 
“Hard will it seem to slay, full well I know, 
“The wight, in whom you 
“But, for truth is not in the lying show, 
« ‘Trust not to sight where Jie bloare the ey. 
« Fix, ere with me you to the forest go, 
“To change not when the traitorous foo is nigh : 
“For never shall with you Rogero wive, 
“If weakly you the wizard leave alive.” 


Liv. 
‘The valorous maid with the intent to sla; 
The false enchanter, on her plan decides, 
Snatches her arms, and follows on her way 
Melissa , in whom she so confides. 
‘And thus, by fruitful field or forest gray, 
Her by forced journeys that enchantress guides ; 
And studies to ile their weary course 
Ever, as best she may, with sweet discourse: 
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Ly. 
And as the fairest topic of all those 

‘Which might be grateful to the damsel’s ear, 
Her ftare oipring and Bogoro's chose 

race o in prince and peer. 

‘or a8 Melissa all the secrets knows 

OF the eternal gods who rule our sphere, 
‘The good enchantress can discover all 
‘Which should in many ages hence befall. 


LVI. 
“Oh! my best guide,” exclaimed the damsel bold 
To the weird-woman that to aid her came, 


To whom Melissa 
LVI. 
“ Chaste dames of thee descended I survey, 
“ Mothers of those who wear imperial crown, 
“ mighty kings ; the column and the stay 
“Of glorious realms and houses of renown. 
« And'as thy sons will shine in arm, 20 they 
“ Willno less fame deserve in female gown, 
“With piety and sovereign pradence , 
“eae ne ed 
LVIi. 


“And if at length I should relate to thee 
«che praiso of all who from thy root ascend, 
“Too jong my tale would hold, nor do T see 


“ 


“Will choose, because my tale may have an end. 
“Why was not in the cave thy wish made known, 
“ Where I their shadows might as well have shown ? 


Lx. 

“To hear of one of thy famed race prepare 
“Whom liberal ‘and good works engage ; 
“Of whom, I know not well, if she more fair 
“May be entitled, or more chaste and sage ; 
“The noble-minded Isabel,’ who, where 

(t stands on Mincin’s bank, in other 

“Shall gild the town, of Ocnus’ mother hight, 

“ With her own glorious rays by day and night; 
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Lx. 

“Where, with her worthiest consort she will strain, 
“In honoured and in splendid rivalry, 
“Which best shall prizo the virtues’ goodly train, 
« And widest ope the gates to courtesy. 

“If he by Taro, and in Naples’ reign, * 
“ (Tis said), from Gauls delivered Laly, 
“«"Twill be replied, Penelope the chaste, 
“ As such, was not beneath Ulysses placed. 

LXI. 

“ Great things and many thus I sim in few 

“Of this brave dame, and others leave behind ; 
“ Which when I from the vulgar herd withdrew, 
“ Sage Merlin from the hollow stone divined. 
«For I should leave old Typhis * out of view, 
“Tf on such sea I launched before the wind : 

“ And with this finish my prophetic strain, 
“‘—All blessings on her cad tho skies will rain. 
LXIl. 

“With her shall be her sister Beatrice,'° 
“ fortunes well shall with her name accord ; 
“Who, while she lives, not only shall not miss 
“What the heavens to those below afford, 

“ But make, with her, partaker of her bliss, 

« First among wealthy dukes, her cherished lord ; 

“Who shall, when she from hence receives her call, 

“ Into the lowest depth of misery fall. 


LXInl. 

“ Viscontis’ serpents will be held in dread," 

“And Moro and Sforza, while this dame shall be, 

« From Hyperborean snows to billows red ; 

«From Ind to hills, which to a double sea 

“ Afford a passage ;"* and, the lady dead, 

“To the sore mischief of all Italy, 

“Will with the Insubri into slavery fall ; 

“ And men shall sovereign wisdom fortune call. 
LXIV. 

“ Others the same illustrious name will bear," 
“And who will flourish many years before. 
“Pannonia’s garland one of these shall wear. 
“Another matron on the Ausonian shore, 
“When she shall be released from earthly care, 
“ Men will among the blessed suinta adore ; 
“With incense will approach the dame divine, 

“ And hang with votive images her shrine. 
VoL. 1. : Q 
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«The others I shall pass in alee by 
«thei ree a gail Sr) fs igh 
“ ir wl eacl it legerve, i 
“ Heroic trump should in her praise be wound. Me 
"Hence the Biancas and Lucretias I 
«And Constances and more reserve; who found, 
“ Or else repair, upon Italian land, 
“ Tllustrious houses with th supporting band, 


“Thy race, , which shall'all se in this excel, 
the 


“The lent Eleanour is this ; 
vehi 


‘rare fortune of its women thrives ; 
“Nor of its daughters’ honour more I tell 
“Than of the lofty virtue of its wives : 
“And that thou ms; st take note of this as well, 
“Which Merlin wd of thy Sescondanta, lives, 
«(Hay t I the story might narrate) 
“SREP ne litle coves veka 
LXvm. 
“Of good Richarda first shall be my strain," 
por of chastity and fortitude, 
‘Who, young, remains a widow, in disdain 
“ « Offorines (that which oft availa the good). 
« Exiles, and ited of their father's reign, 
“ She shall behold the children of her blood 
“ Wandering into the clutches of their foe ; 
“Yet find at last a quittance for her woe. 
x an LXVII. of 
« Nor sprung from the ancient root of Aragon, 
“'T of the gorgeous queen will silent be * 
“Than whom more Prudent or more chaste i is none, 
“ Renowned in Greek or Latin 
“Nor who so fortunate a course will run, 
“ After that, by divine election, she 
“Shall with the goodly race of princes swell, 
“Alphonso, Hyppolite, and Laabel. 





will be grafted on th ‘ree, 

“What of the fruitful sopebhda or Teay, 
“ Who in succession next to her I see, 

“Tuoretia Borgia ?'* who, from day to day, 

“Shall wax in beauty, virtue, chastity, 

“ And fortune, that like youthful plant will shoot, 
«Which into yielding el has atruck ite root. 
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LXXI. 
“And above every other noble praise, 
“Which sin dnt hei alive or dead, 
ws that by he shall bo, through Kogly ways, 
«« Her Horeules and other children lot ; 
“Who thus the seeds of worth in early days, 
“fo bloom in council and in camp, will shod, 
“ For long wine's savour lingers in the wood 
“OF the new vessel, whether bad or good. 
LXXIL 
“ Nor the step-danghter of this noble dame, 
“Will T, Renato,” hight of France, forget, 
oad Be towel monarch of his name, 
“ Ys pride ; all virtues ever yet 
“Bostowed on woman, sineo the ruddy flame 
“Has warmed, or water had the power to wet, 
“ Or overhead the circling heavens have rolled, 
“United in Renate T behold. 
LXXIL 
“were long to tell of Alda de Sansogna,'* 
«Or of Celano's countess in this string, 
“Or Blanche Maria, styled of Catalonia ; 
“Or her, the daughter of Sicilia’s king, 
“Or of the beauteons Lipa de Bologna, 
“Or more, with whose renown the world shall ring, 
“To speak: whose separate praise with fitting lore, 
“ Were to attempt a sea without a shore.” 
‘When of the donot hor seed 
of portion of her a 
he Lind enelearteou at (cll case had told, 
‘And oft and oft rehearsed, amid the rede, 
‘Whet arts Rogero to the wizards hold 
Had drawn, Melissa halted near the mead 
Where sigod the mansion of Atlants old, 
for would approach the magic dome more nigh, 
Leet her the falge magician should espy. 
e2 
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LXXv. 
And yet again advised the martial maid, 
(Counsel she had a thousand times bestowed) 
en left. Nor Bradamant through greenwood shade 

‘More than two miles in narrow path fad rode, 
Before, by two fierce giants overlai 
She saw a knight, who like Bogero showed, 
So closely pressed, and labouring sore for breath, 
‘That he appeared well nigh reduced to death. 


LXXVL 
‘When she beheld him in such perilous strait, 
‘Who of Rogero all ens Wore, 
She quicidly lost the faith she nourished late, 
Quickly her every fair design forbore. 
She weens Melissa bears Rogero hate, 


For some new injury before ; 


LXXVIL 

She cried, “ And is not this Rogero, who 

« Aye present to my heart, is now to sight? 

«TP tis not him whom T egnize and view, 

“Whom e’er shall I agnize or view aright P 

“ Why should I other's judgment deem more true 

“Than the belief that’s warranted by sight P 

“Even without eyes, and by my heart alone, 

“If he were near or distant, would be shown.” 

LXXVIII. 

‘While so the damsel thinks, a voice she hears, 

‘Which, like Rogero’s, seems for aid to ery ; 

‘At the same time, the worsted knight appears 

To slack the bridle and the rowels ply : 

‘While at fall speed the goaded courser clears 

is ground, either enemy. 
Nor paused the dame, tn following thom who sought 
His Life, till to the enchanted palace brought. 


LXXIx. 

Of which no sooner has she past the door, 
‘Than she is cheated by the common show. 
Each crooked way or straight her feet explore 
Within it and without, above, below ; 

Nor rests she night or day, so strong the lore 
ave enchanter, who has ordered #0, 

e (though they still encounter fer) 
Knows not Rogero, nor Bogero her. 
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Lxxx. 

But leave we Bradamant, nor grieve, O ye 
‘Who hear, that sho is prisouod by the spel, 
Since her in fitting time I shall set free, 

And good Rogero, from the dome as well. 
‘As taste is quickened by variety, 
Bo ita that, Sn the thing Z tell, 
here end there my story ranges, 
Teer bo nae tehioas for ita changes. 
LXxxl. 

‘Meseems that I have many threads to clear 
In the great web I labour evermore ; 

And therefore be e pot displeased to hear 
Tosstonian thea squadron of the Moor, 


ihe loud, appear 
Tname. ae royal ‘Agramant before : 


0 bids for a-reviow his army ty 
Willing to know the numbers of is host. 


LXxxil. 





‘Wandered ‘iene a ruler or 
‘To give to each its head and order due, 
ample camp is mustered in review. 
LXXXxiil. 
‘Toyfill the uadrons ravaged by the sword, 
ierce battles and those conflicts dread, 
This hie Be Spain, to his Africa that lord, 
Sent to recruit, where well their files they fed ; 
Tri ree eeate the paynim horde ned 
in captains, ranged and led. 
I, with our leere, till other strain, delay 
The of the muster to display. 


- CANTO XIV. 
ARGUMENT. 


Two equadrons lack of those which muster under 
King Agramant, by single Roland slain ; 
Hence furious Mandricardo, full of wonder 
‘And envy, seeks the count by hill and plain: 
Nest joys himself with Doratice ; such pluider, 
Aided by heaven, his valiant arme obtain. 
Rinaldo comes, with the angel-guide before, 
To Peris, now astaulted by the Moor. 


IL 
In many a fierce assault and conflict dread, 
*Twixt Spain and Afric and their Gallic foe, 
Countless had been the ‘lain, whose bodies fed 
ravening eagle, wolf, and greedy crow ; 
But though the Branks had worse in warfare 
Forced all the champaigne country to forego, 
‘This had the paynims purchased at the cost 
Of more princes and bold barons lost. 
IL. 
So bloody was the price of victory, 
Small was left them triumphs to prepare 5 
And if; unconquered Duke Alphonso,' we 
‘May modern things with ancient deeds compare, 
The battle, whose illustrious palm may be 
‘Well worthily assigned to you to wear, 
At whose remembrance sad Ravenna trembles, 
‘And aye shall weep her lose, this field resembles, 
i. 
When the Calesians and the Picards yielding, 
‘4nd trogps of Normandy and Aquitaine, 
You, with your valiant arm their squadrons shielding, 
Stormied the almost victorious fiage of Spain; : 
‘And those bold youths their trenchant weapons wielding, 
Through parted squadrons, followed in yonr train ; 
‘Who on that day deserved you should secord, 
For honoured gifts, the gilded spur and sword.? 
Iv. 
You, with such glorious hearts, who were not slow 
‘To follow, nor far off, the gorgeous oak 
Seized, and shook down the golden acorns 80, 
And so the red and yellow truncheon broke, 
That we to you our festal laurels owe, 
And the fair lily, rescued from its stroke ; 
‘Another wreath may round your temples bloom, 
In that Fabricius you preserved to Rome? 
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v. 

Rome's mighty column, by your valiant hand 

Taken and kept entive,°riore praise Has shed 

On you, than if the predatory band 

routed by your single valour bled, 

Of all who flocked to fat Ravenna’s land, . 

Or masterless, without a banner fled, 

Of Arragon, Castile, or of Navarre ; 

‘When vain was lance or cannon’s thundering car. =, 


VL 

This dear-bought victory brought more relief 

‘Than joy, by ita event too mach outweighed, 

The lose of that French captain and our chief f 

‘Whom dead wo on the fatal field surveyed 3 

And swallowed in one storm, for further grief, 

So many glorious princes, who, arrayed 
For safeguard of their own, or neighbouring lands, 
Had poured through frozen Alpe their friendly bands. 


VIL. 
Our present safety, and life held in fear, 
fe seo assured us by this victory, 
That saved us from the wintry tempest drear, 
‘Which would have whelmed us from Jove’s angry sky.* 
But ill can we rejoice, while yet the tear 
Is standing in full many a widow’s eye, 
‘Who weeping and sttired in sable, vents, 
: all grieving France, her loud lamente. 
Vill. 
"Tis meet King Lewis should find néw supplies 
Of chiefs by whom his troops may be arrayed, 
‘Who for the lilies’ honour shall Chaetise 
‘The hands which so rapaciously have preyed ; 
‘Who brethren, black and white, in shameful wise, 
Have outraged, sister, mother, wife, and maid, 
And cast on earth Christ's sacrament divine, 
‘With the intent to thieve his silver shrine. 


Ix. 
‘Hoadst thou not made resistance to thy foe, 

Better, Ravenna, had it been for thee, 
‘And thou been warned by Brescia’s fate, than 60 
‘Thine should Faenza warn and Rimini. 
O Lewis, bid good old Trivulzio go 
With thine, and to thy bands example be 
‘And tell what ills such license still has bred, 
‘Heaping our ample Italy with 


a 
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x. 
As the illustrious King of France has need 
Of captains to supply his leaders lost, 
So the two kings who Spain and Afric lead, 
To give new r to the double host, 
Resolve their bands should muster on the mead, 
From winter Jodgings moved and various post ; 
That they may furnish, as their wants demand, 
‘A guide and government to every band. 


xi. 
Marsilins first, and after Agramant,* 
Passing it troop by troop their army scan. 
The Catalonians, who their captain vaunt 
In Doriphoobus, muster in the van ; 
And next, without their monarch Fulvirant, 
Erst killed by good Rinaldo, comes the clan 
Of bold Navarre; whose guideless band to steer 
‘The King of Spain appoints Sir Isolier. 
x. 
‘With Balugantes Leon's race comes on, 


alsiron, 
Brings up with him the powers of Less Castile. 
‘They follow Madarasso‘s gonfalon, 

‘Who have left Malaga and fair Seville, 

"Twixt fruitful Cordova and Cadiz-bay, 

‘Where through green banks the Betis ‘winds its way. 


‘Majorca was obedient to the third. 

Latino had Lisbon ruled, whose golden round 
‘Was at his death on Tessira conferred ; 

His kinsman he: Gallicia came in gui 

Of Serpentine, who Mericold supplied. 


XIV. 

of Toledo and of Calatraro, | 

0 erst with Sinnagon’s broad banner spread, 
Marched, and the multitude who drink and lave 
Their limbs in chrystal Guadiana’s bed, 
Came thither, under Matalista brave ; 
Beneath Bisnsardin, their common head, 

storga, Salamanca, and Placenza, 

With Avila, Zamorra, and Palenza. 
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xv. 

‘The houschold-troops which guard Marsils’ stato, 
‘And A eaanieecSia commannds 
‘And in this foreo, well-shoathed in mail and plate, 
Bold Malgarine and Balinverno stands ; 
Morgant and Malzariso, whom common fate 
Had both condemned to dwell in foreign lands ; 
‘Who, when dethroned, had to Marsilius’ court 
(There hospitably harboured) made resort. 


XVL 

Follicon, King Marsilius’ bastard, hies 
‘With valiant Doricont ; amid this horde, 
Borartes, Analard, and. Argaliso, 


Unsheath, and march ; of whom I shall endite, 
‘When it is time, their prowess to recite. 


. XVII. 
‘When so had filed the warlike host of Spain 


In fair review before Kin g Agramant, 
Appeared King Oran with his martial train, 
0 might almost a giant’s stature vaunt ; 


Next they who weep their Martasino, alain 

By the avenging sword of Bradamant, 

King of the tes, and lament 

‘That woman triumphs in their monarch spent. 


XVII. 
‘Marmonds’s men next pest the royal Moor, 
‘Who left, Argosto dead on Gascon meads ; 
And this unguided band, like that before, 
‘As well as the fourth troop, a captain needs 
Although King Agramant has ite store 
Of chiefs, he feigns a choice, and thinks ; next speeds 
Buraldo, Ormida, and Arganio tried, 
‘Where needing, the unordered troops to guide. 


Brunello guides the men of Tingitane, 

‘With cloudy countenance and drooping head ; 

‘Who since he in the wooded mountain-chain 

(Righ where Atlantes delt), to her he led, 
‘air Bradamant, had lost the virtuous ring, 

Had lived in the displeasure of his king ; 
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xx. 
And but that Ferrdu’s brother Lsolier, 
‘Who fastened to a stem had found him there, 
Made to King ¢ the truth appear, 
had in air 


Already fastened was the noose, and near 

‘The caitiff’s fate, when at the many’s prayer 
The king bade loose him ; but reprieving, swore, 
For his first fault to bang, offending mors. 


XXxI. 
‘Thus, not without # cause, Brunello pined, 
And showed a mournful face, and k 


. XXIL 
Hesperia’s people come with Soridan, 
fth Dorilon the men of Setta ride; 
‘Tho Nasamonians troop with 
‘And Agricaltes is Ammonia’s guide. 
Malabupherso rules o'er Fezzan’s cla, 
‘And Finaduro leads the band supplied 
By the Canary Islands and Morocco: 
Balastro fills the place of king Tardocoo 


XXL 
Next Mulga and Arzilla’s legions two. 
‘The first beneath their ancient captains wend 5 
‘The second troop without a leader, who 
‘Are given to Corineus, the sovereign’s friend. 
Bo (late Tanphirion’s) Almonsilla’s crew, 
‘To a new monarch in Caichus bend. 
Gastulia is bestowed on Rhimedont, 
And Costa comes in charge of Balinfront, 
Buled by Clarindo, Bolga’s peopl 
lo, Bolga’s people go, 
‘Who the valiant Wirdbaldo's ‘post : 
Him Baliverso, whom I'd have you know 
For the worst ribald in that ample host, 
Succeeded next. I think not, ‘mid that show, 
‘The bannered camp a firmer troop could boast 
Than that which followed in Sobrino’s care; 
Nor Saracen than him more wise and ware. 
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XXvV. 
Gualeiotto dead, Bellamarina’s crew, 
His vassals) serve, the sovereign of Algiers; 
ing Rodomont, of Sarza; that anew 
Brought up a band of foot and cavaliers : 
‘Whom, when the cloudy sun his rays withdrew 
Beneath the Centaur and the Goat,” his spears 
‘There to recruit, was sent to the Afric shore 
By Agramant, returned three days before. 
XXVI. 
There was no Saracen of bolder strain, 
‘Of all the chiefs who Moorish squadrons led ; ' 
‘And Paris-town (nor is the terror vain) 
More of the puissant warrior stands in dread 
Than of King Agramant and all the train, 
Which he, or the renowned Marsilius head ; 
‘And antid all that mighty muster, more 
‘Than others, hatred to our faith he bore. 
XXVII. 
Prusion is the Alvaracehia's king: below 
King Dardinello’s flag Zumara’s power 
Is ranged. I wot not, I, if owl or crow, 
Or other bird ill-omened, which from tower 
Or tree croaks future evil, did foreshow 
To one or to the other, that the hour 
‘Was fixed in heaven, when on the following day 
Either should perish in this deadly fray. 
XXVIII. 
Noritia’s men and Tremigene’s alone inh 
‘ere wanting to complete the paynim host ; 
Were gating to complet he paynim he 
Nor tale, nor tiding of the squadrons lost ; 
To wondering Aj ant alike unknown, 
What the slothfal warriors from their post, 
‘When of King Tremisene’s a squire was brought 
Before him, who st large the mischief taught j 


XXIX. 
—Who taught how Manilardo was laid low, 

‘Alzirdo, and many others, on the plain. 

—‘‘ Sir,” said the bearer of the news, “the foe 
“Who slew our troop, would all thy camp have slaih, 
“Tf thine assembled host had been more 

“Than me, who, as it was, escaped with pain. 
“This man slays liorse and foot, as in the cote, 
“The wolf makes easy waste of sheep and goat.” 
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XXX. 

‘Where the bold Africans their standards plant, 
‘A warrior had arrived some days before ; 

Nor was there in the west, or whole al Taran, 


A ht, with heart or 
olin stl Rear’ oF prowene ited more. 


As successor of Agrican, who wore 
he erown of Tartary, warrior wight 
The son the famous Mandricardo hight. 
XXXII. 


Renowned he was for many a glorious 
*hehioved, and trough the orld his Tame was blown. 
But him had glorified above the rest 
‘Worth in the Syrian fairy’s castle shown : 

‘Where mail, which cased the Trojan Hector’s breast 
A thousand years before, he made his own. 

‘And that adventure, strange and fell ; 

‘A story which breeds terror but to tell. 


XXXIL 
‘When the squire told his news amid that show 
Of troops, was present Agrican’s bold son, 

Who relsed his dering face, resolved to 

And find the warrior who the deed had 

But the design ho hatched, forbore to show; 
‘As making sual scene ony 


He of of the agai squire demanded what ‘the vest 
wi valiant stranger wore; 
Wo mswened thet he went without a crest, 
“And sable shield and sable surcoat bore.’ 

—And, sir, ‘twas true ; for so was Roland drest ; 
The old device renounced he had before 
For as he mourned within, so he without, 
The symbols of his are would bear about. 


‘XXIV. 


Ka ore agen te camp to turn hi: 
find the champion clad in black. 
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XXXv. 
The king encounters many of the crew 
‘Whom good Orlando's arm had put to flight ; 
And some a son, and some a brother rue, 
‘Who in the rout had perished in their sight ; 
And in the coward’s cl of pallid hue 
1 yet pourtrayed tho sad and craven spite: 
— Yer through the foar endured, they far and nigh, 
Pallid, and flen 


it, and insensate fly. 
XXXVL 
Nor he long way had rode, ere he descried 
A passing-cruel spectacle and sore ; 
But which the wonderous feats well testified, 
That were recounted Agramant before. 
Now on this hand, now that, the dead he eyed, 
Messured their wounds, aad j mumed their bodies o'er 
‘ove strange envy of tI ight w] 
Had strovn the champaign ik ae slaughtered band. 
XXXVIL 
As wolf or mastiff-dog, who comes the last 
Where the remains of slaughtered bullock lie, 
And finds but horn and bones, where rich rej 
Hd fed the ravening hound and vulture nigh, 
Glares vainly on the skull, unsmacked ; s0 passed 
iad grudged lamenting, ite the hungry be 
nting, like ast, 
To sre ee too inte such a empbaous feast. 


XXXVIIL 
‘That day, and half the next, in search he strayed 
Of him who wore the sable vest and shield. 
‘When lo! he saw a mead, o'ertopt with shade, 
‘Where a deep river wound about the field, 
‘With narrow space between the turns it made 
Whereer from side to side the water wheeled. 
ven such a spot as this with circling waves 
Balow Otricoll the Tyber laves. 
XXXIX, 
‘Where this deep stream was fordable, he scanned 
‘A crowd of cavaliers that armour bore: 
‘And these the paynim questioned, ‘ Who had manned, 
“With such a troop, and to what end, the shore P’ 
To him replied the captain of the band, 
Moved by his lordly air, and arms he wore, 
Glittering with gold and jewels,—costly gear, 
Which showed him an illustrious cavalier. 
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XL 

“In charge” (he said) “wo of the danghter gu 

“Of him our king, who fills Granada’s throne, 

“ Espoused by Rodomont of Sarza, though 

“To fame the tidings are as yet unknown. 

“ ‘And wo, departing when the sun is low, 

“ ‘And the cicala hushed, which now alone 

“Ig heard, shall bring her where her father keeps 

“T’ the Spanish camp; meanwhile the lady sleeps.” 


XL. 
‘He who for scorn had daffed the world aside, 
‘Designs to see at once, how able were 
Those horsemen to defend the royal bride, 
Committed by their sovereign to their care. 
“The maid, by what I hear, is fair:” fe cried) 
“Rain would T now be certified, how fair 
“Then me to her, or her to me convey, 
« For I must quickly wend another way.” 
XLIL 
“Thou needs art raving mad,” replied in few 
The chief,—nor more. But with his lance in rest, 
‘The Tartar monarch at the epeaker flew, 
And with the levelled spear transfixed his breast. 
For the pont peroad the yielding eoralat through, 
‘And lifeless he, perforce, the champaign prest. 
The son of Agrican his lance regained, 
‘Who weaponless without the spear remained, 
XLII. 
Nor sword nor club the warlike Tartar bore, 
Since when the Trojan Hector’s plate and chain 
He gained, because the faulchion lacked, he swore 
(To this obliged), nor swore the king in vain, 
‘That save he won the blade Orlando wore, 
He would no other grasp —that Durindano, 
Freld in high value by Almontes bold, 
Which Rol bears, and Hector bore of old. 
XLIV. 
Great is the Tartar monarch’s daring, those 
‘At such a disadvantage to assay. 
He pricks, with levelled lance, among his foes, 
Shouting, in fury,—“ Who shall bar my way ?”— 
Round and about him suddenly they close ; 
‘These draw the faulchion, and those others lay 
‘The spear in rest : a multitude he slew, 
Before his lance was broke upon the crew. 
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XLV. 

‘When this he saw was broke, the truncheon sound 
And yet entire, he took, both hands between, 
And with so many bodies strewed the ground, 
That direr havoc never yet was seen : 

‘And as with that jaw-bone, by hazard found, 
The Hebrew Samson slew the Philistines, 
Crushed helm and shield; and often side by side, 
Slain by the truncheon, horse and rider died. 


XLVI. 
Tn running to their death the wretches vie, 
Nor cease because their comrades perish near : 
Yet bitterer in such a mode to die, 
Than death itself, does to the troop appear. 
‘They grudge to forfeit precious life, and lie 
Crushed by the fragment of a broken spear ; 
‘And think foul scorn beneath the pounding stake 
Strangely to die the death of frog or snake. 
XLVI. 
But after they at their expense had read 
That it was ill to die in any way, 
‘And near two thirds were now already dead, 
‘The rest began to fly in disarray. 
‘Asif with what was his the vanquished fled, 
‘The cruel paynim, cheated of his prey, 
Il bore that any, from the murderous strife 
Of that sacred rabble, should escape with life. 
XLVI. 
‘As in the well-dried fen or stubble-land, 
Short time the stalk endures, or stridulous reed, 
Against the flames, which careful rustic’s hand 
Scatters when Boreas blows the fires to feed ; 
‘What time they take, and by the north-wind fanned 
Crackle and snap, and through the furrow speed ; 
No otherwise, with little profit, those 
King Mandricardo’s kindled wrath oppose. 
XLIX. 
‘When afterwards he marks the entrance free, 
Left ill-secured, and without sentinel, 
He, following prints (which had been recently 
Marked on the mead), proceeds, amid the swell 
Of loud laments, Granada’s dame to see, 
If che as beautcous were as what they tell. 
He wound his way ‘mid corpses, where the wave, 
‘Winding from side to aide, & passage gave : 


240 OBLANDO FURIOS0. CANTO XIV. 


L 

‘And in the middle of the mead surveyed 
Doralice (such the gentle lady's name),!! 

‘Who, at the root of an old ash-tree laid, 

Bemoaned her : fast her lamentations came, 

‘And tears, like plenteous vein of water, strayed 

Into the beauteous bosom of the dame ; 

Who, (so it from her lovely face appeared,) 

For others mourned, while for herself she feared. 
LI. 

‘Her fear increased when she approaching spied 
Him foul with blood, and marked his felon cheer 
‘And piercing shrieks the very sky divide 
Raised by herself and followers, in their foar. 
For over and above the troop who guide 
The fair infanta, squire and cavalier, 

Came ancient men and matrons in her train, 
And maids, the fairest of Granada’s reign. 


Lo. 

‘When that fair face by him of Tartary 
Is seen, which has no in Spain, 
‘Where amid tears (in laughter what were she P) 
Is twisted Love's inextricable chain, 

iz no in heaven or earth he be; 

for from his victory reaps other gain, 

‘Than yielding up himself a thrall to her, 

(He knows not why) who was his prisoner. 





LO. 

Yet not so far his he strained, 

That he would lose his ur’s fruit, although 
The royal damsel showed, who sorely plaine 
Sach Grief as woman in despair can show. 
He, who the hope within him entertained 
To turn to sovereign joy her present woe, 
‘Would wholly bear her off ; whom having placed 
On a white jennet, he his way retraced. 

Liv. 

He dames, maids, ancient men, and others, who 
Had from Granada with the damsel fared, 
Kindly dismissed, their journey to pursue ; 
Seying, , My care suffices; Lof guard, 

“ Of guide, of handmaid will the office do 

“To serve her in her every need pi 

« Farewell !” and thus unable to withstand 

‘The wrong, with tears and sighs withdrew the band, 
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Lv. 
Saying, How woo:begone will be her sre, 
7 When he th miserable cage shall her 
will be the bridegroom's | what his ire, 
« How ahaa tho vengecaye of tint cavalier 
“When s0 the lady’s needs such help require, 
“Alas! and why is not tho champion near, 
«7p save tho illustrious blood of 8 
“Br thet bene he ter bees fe on 


‘The Tartar, in the 
Which ha oy claus fe, 
To find the warrior of the sable vest 


Beemed not to have the haste he had before, 
And stopp'd and loitered, where he whilom prest 
‘And cast about and studied evermore 

‘To find some fitting shelter ; with desire, 

In quiet to exhale such amorous fire. 


LvIl. 

Doralice he consoled this while, whose eyes 
And cheek were rotted aoa the frequent ‘ 

many matters an Aattering lies 
“How, Known by fame, he had hel her dear, 
‘ And how his country and glad realm, whose size 
«Shamed others, praised for grandeur far and near, 
‘He quitted, not for sight of France or Spain, 
«But to behold that cheek of lovely grain. 


sg ite 1 ty ior I 
“Tf a man merits love ving, 
ore ere if i is won 
Ee asin Lh, , 
e me, the it icano’s son 
ee io wilt ia wealth can ve, 
se miston yield to God alone? 
ear toi day (I ween) have proved 


was laid, 
8 thf tat wan hk hind nigh pred ue prt 
And with more patience 
To hear, and het now lovers reasons n0an, 

VoL. 1. x 
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‘ox, 
Next much more affable, with courteous lore 
Reasoning hor anewor to his ely olin 
Nor looking at the king, sometimes forbore 
o's pon his foe her piping ayes 
‘Tho paynim thenos, whom Love ind smote before, 
Not hopeful now, but certain, of his prize, 
Deemed that the'lovely dameal would not still, 
As late, be found rebellions to his will. 


IXL 
Riding in her glad company a-field, 

"Which 80 rejoiced his sow, 20 antafied ; 
And being near the time, when to their bield, 
‘Warned by the chilly night, all creatares hied, 
Seeing the sun now low and half concealed, 
The warrior ‘gan in grester hurry ride ; 
Tatil he heard reed-pipe and whistle sound, 
‘And next saw farm and cabin smoking round. 


Lx. 
Pastoral lodgings were the dwellings near, 
Less formed for show, than for conveniency; 
And the damsel and the cavalier 
The herdsman welcomed with such courtesy, 
‘That both were pleasured by his kindly cheer. 
For not alone dwells Hospitality 
In court and city ; but ofttimes we find 
In loft and cottage men of gentle kind. 
LX. 
‘What afterwards was done at close of day 
‘Between the damsel and the Tartar lord, 
I will not take upon myself to say ; 
So leave to each, at pleasure, to award. 
But as they rose the following morn more gay, 
Tt would appear they were of fair accord: 

And on the swain who them such honour showed, 
Her thanks at parting Doralice bestowed. , 
The . from one place the ot wandering, th 
ence one to the other , they 

Find themselves by 4 river, as they go, 
‘Which to the sea in silence winds its way, 
‘And ill could be pronounced to stand or How. 
So clear and limpid, that the cheerful day, 
‘With nought to intercept it, pierced below. 


Upon its bank, beneath « cooling shade, 
found two warriors and a damsel isid. 
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LXv. 

Now Fancy, which one course to run 
Pena not, calls me hence in sudden wise ; 
And thither I return, where paynims stun 
Fair France with hostile din and angry cries, 
About the tent, wherein Troyano’s son. 

The holy empire in his wrath defies, 

And boastful ont, with vengeful doom, 

Gives Paris to the flames, and levels Rome. 
LXVI. 

Tidings had reached the Moorish sovereign’s ear 

Eas See 
8 appear, 

Marailius, and his heads of eae 

‘Who all advised the monarch to prepare 

For the assault of Paris. ‘They may be 

Assured they in the storm will never thrive, 

Unless ‘tis made before the aids arrive.’ 

LXVIl. 

Innumerable ladders for the scale 
‘Had been collected upon every hand, 

And plank and beam, and hurdle’s twisted mail, 
For different uses, at the king’s command ; 
‘And bridge and boat ; and, what might more avail 

_ Than all the rest, a first and second band 
For the assault (80 bids the monarch) form ; 
‘Who will himself go forth with them that storm. 


Th the vigil ot the d 

e emperor, on of the day 

Of bute within Peas, everywhere, 
By priost and friar of orders black and gray, 
‘And white, bade celebrate mass-rito and prayer; 
‘And those who had confessed, a fair array, 
‘And from the Stygian demons rescued were, 
Communicated in such fashion, all, 
‘As if they were the ensuing day to fall. 


LXIX, 

At the high church, he, girt with paladine 
‘And preachers of the word, and barons brave, 
With much devotion at those acts divine 
Assisted, and » fair example gave ; 
‘And there with folded hands and face supine, 
Exelaimed, “O Lord! although my sins be grave, 
“Permit not, that, in this their utmost need, 
“Thy people suffer for their king’s misdeed { 
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Lxx. 
“ And if that they shoald suffer is thy will, 
“And that thoy ahonld due penance undergo, 
“ At least delay thy purpose to fulfil 
‘So that thine enemies deal not the blow. 
«For, when ’tis given him in his wrath to kill 
“Us who are deemed thy friends, the Paynim foe, 
“That thou art without power to save, will il ery, 
« Because thou lett’st thy faithful people die 


LXXxL 
And, for one faithless found, thy swe 
“A hundred shall throughout in worl: reba s 
“So that false Babel’s law will have its way, 
« And thus thy blessed faith pat do down and gue 
“ Defend thy suffering people, who 
“That purged thy tomb from ‘hoathen t is and fell, 
“ And many times and oft, by foes offended, 
“hy holy chureh and vicars have defended. 


‘That our deserts unfit ma to place 

“That our deserts unfitting are 

“ F the scale ageinst our mighty debt, T know 5 
«Nor pardon can we bi 


“Our hae lives j but if the thou shouldst bestow 
“Tn ai 6 gift of thy 
“ “Nor account i is uit and alga ‘that ¥ we owe; 
“Nor an. we of thy succour, 
in mind thy saving mercy he ean 
ara 
So spake emperor alou 
ee thease of heart and deep contrition ; 
And added other prayers withal, and ‘vowed 
‘What fitted his great needs and high condition. 





Nor was his supplication disallow 
For his good genius hears the k ition, 
Best of the setup he who spi wings, 


dd to the Berea tthe of offering brings 


Infinite other prayers as rll re 
"Were, by like couriers, to the Godhead’ ear 
borne; which when the blessed spirits heard, 


The jt pein to his ears conveyed, 
Of Christian people, sovking sd. 
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LXXxv. 
And the ineffable Goodness, who in vain 


‘Was never sought by faithful heart, an eye, 
Full of compassion, raised ; and from the train 
Waved Michael, and to the arch-angel ; “ Hie, 
“To seek the Christian host that crost the main, 
“And lately furled their sails in Picardy : 
“These so conduct to Paris, that their tramp 
“ And noise be heard not in the hostile camp. 
LXXvVi 

“ Find Silence first, and bid him, on my part, 
“On this emprize attend thee, at thy side; 
“ Since he for such a quest, with happiest art 
“Will know what is most fitting to provide. 
“Next, where she sojourns, instantly impart 
“To Discord my command, that she, supplied 
“With steel and tinder, ‘mid the paynims go, 
“ And fire and flame in their encampment blow ; 


“ And throughout those ng thet, who are said 
i" ¢ those among them, who are s: 
“To be the mightiest, such strife, that they 
“Together may contend, and that some dead 
“Remain, some hurt, some taken in the fray 5 
«And some to leave the camp, by wrath, be led; 
“Bo that they yield their sovereign little stay.” 
Nothing the bldssod wingod-ono replios, 
But swoops descending the starry skies, 
Where'er the angel Michael burns his 
er the ichael turns his wing, 
The clouds are scattered and the sky turns bright 
About his person forms a golden ring, 
‘As we see summer-lightning gleam at night. 
‘This while the courier of the heavenly king 
Thinks, on his way, where he may best alight, 
With the intent to find that foe to 
To whom he first his high behest would teach. 
the thought the te age brooded, 
e thought ¢} ating an, Lo: 
ho for whom tho sought was used to dwell ; 
‘Who after thinking much, at last concluded 
‘Him he should find in church or convent-oell 5 
‘Where social speech is in such mode excluded, 
‘That Sriewce, where the cloistered brethren swell 
‘Their anthems, where they sleep, and where they sit 
‘At meat ; and everywhere in fine is writ, 
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Bs soon as hatha pest tho cloister ple. 
Here Silence is not ; nor (‘tis said) is found 
Longer, except in writing, on this ground. 

Nor here he Love here te Pe surveys, 
for e, DOr e008 
Piety, Quiet, or Humility. 
Here dwelt they once ; but ‘twas in ancient days ; 
Chased hence & ‘Avarice, at One te Gluttony, 
Pride, Envy, 8! 
The angel musod pon een mchieas 


the hideous squadron eyed, 
fer eae too amid the Host espied ; 


LXxxil. 
Even her, to whom the eternal Sire as well, 
Having found Silence, bade him to repair. 
Hoe had believed he to Avernus’ cell, 
Whee she was harboured with the damned, must fare, 
And now discerned her in this other hell 
(Who would believe it P) amid mass and prayer. 
jtrange Michael thought to see her there 
‘Whom he believed he must go far to find. 
LXXxxmil. 
Hor by her party-coloured vest he knew. 
‘Unequal strips and many formed the gown, 
‘Which, opening with her walk, or wind that blew, 
Row, aes now hid her ; for they were unsown. 
peared to be at strife ; in hue 
Like silver’ ad Ul like pola and black and brown; 
Part in tress, in ril Ss, in riband part comprost, 
Some on her shoulders flowed, some on her breast. 


Examination, summons, and a store 
Of writs and letters of attorney, she, » 
And hearings, in her hands and bosom bore, 
‘And consultation, and authority : 
‘Weapons, from which the substance of the poor 
Can never safe in walled city be. 
Before, behind her, and about her, wait 
‘Attorney, notary, and advocate. 
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LXXXyY. 
"Hex Michael calls to him, and gives command 
“That she among the strongest paynims go; 
“And find occasion whence-amid the band 
«Warfare and memorable scathe may grow.” 
He next from her of Silence makes domand, 
‘Who of his motions easily might know 
‘As ono who from one land to the other hied, 
Kindling and soattering fire on either side. 


LXXXVI 
«film anpwheres" quot Diacord a rep 
“Him anywhere,” quoth Discord in reply ; 
“But off have heard him mentioned, ard for shrewd 
“Greatly commended by the general oy 
“ But Fraud, who makes one of this multitude, 
« And who hes sometimes kept him company, 
“I think, can farnish news of him to thee, 
“ And (pointing with her finger) that is she.” 
With ea and de 
jing mien, grave , and decent vest, 
Food rast her cyecale humbly in her head ; 
a ign and modest speech possest, 
Bho might a Gebriel soem who" Ave said. 
Houl was she and deformed, in all tho ret 
t with a mantle, long and widely spread, 
Concealed her hideous parts; and evermore 
Beneath the stole a poisoned dagger wore. 
LXXXvII. 
Of her the good archangel made demiand 
‘What way in search of Silence to pursue : 
‘Who said; “Ho with the Virtues once was scanned, 
“Nor dwelt cliowhere;, aye guested by the crow 
“ Of Benedict, or blest Efias’ band. 
“When abbeys and when convent-cells were new ; 
“ And whilom in the schools long time did pass, 
«With sage Archytas and Pythagoras. 


But the his ton sints of 

“But those and saints of yore 
citionabhod Pho had been lis Toomer slay, 
«From the good habits he had used before 

« Ho passed to evil ones ; began to stray, 

“ Changing his life, at night with lovers, bore 
“Thieves company, and sinned in every way : 
« He oftentimes consorts with Treason; . 
“T oven have beheld him leagued with Murther 
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“With eis him ou ofntines mayo 
«Be oh he chenges heme and sompa repair. 
“Bo of changes home and com a 

“To hi ht on him would be a fortune sare : 
“Yet re T hope to point him out, to thes s 

“ Tf to Sleep’s house wilt at midnight fare, 
«Him wilt thou surely find; for to repose 
“AL night ho ovr to tat harbour gos.” 


wngh Fran wat alay ent to en 


wh apg Sr 
Be angel it obi a 
‘Tempers his speed, and schemes withal in wise 
To finish st the appointed time his way, 
That at the house of (the mansion blind 
Full well he knew) this Silence he msy find. 
xom. 


In blest Arabia lies a pleasant vale, 
Removed from village and from city’s reach. 
By two fair bills o'ershadowed is the dale, 

‘And fall of ancient fir and sturdy beech. 


Thither the sun without avail 
Conveys the che daylight for no breach. 
‘Tho rays can make through boughs. spread thickly round; 


‘And it is here a cave runs under groi 
XIII. 
Beneath the shadow of this forest 
Tnto the rock thero runs grotio wide. 
Here wildly wandering, i Fs Cl 
‘About the Savern's enérance multiplied.” 
Hiarboured within this grt lies heary Sleep 
+ and gross, upon this side, 
that, Sloth, on earth has made her seat 5 
Mp ht lt rhe ads he 


Xclv. 
‘Mindless Oblivion at the gate is found, 
Moatear tas em het 
Without distinction chases every ono 5 
Bilence plays the scout and waiks his round, 
Equipt with shoes of felt and mantle browm, 
‘And motions from a distance all who meet 
‘Him on his circuit, from the dim retreat, 
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xov. 

ay Or ate bi a spore in his ) 

Ne Gob'e baddiog” (ei sa coz 
<ikat tion Hinalae seal hia 


‘company, 
“ Brought in his sovereign’a aid, to Bria steer : 
But that thou do the deed so silently, 
“That not a Saracen their ory shall hear ; 
“So that their army come upon the foe, 
“Ere he from Fame of their arrival know.” 
XOVI. 
Silence to him no otherwise replied 
‘Than signing with his head that he obeyed : 
(And took his post behind the heavenly guide) 
Both at one flight to Picardy conv. 
‘The angel moved those of tried, 
‘And short to them a tedious distance made: 
‘Whom he to Paris safe transports ; while none 
Is conscious that a miracle is done. 


XOVIL 

Silence the advanci kept skirting round, 
tn Bont, on lanky and Tear of tho aur 
Above the band he spread a mist profound, 
And everywhere beside ’twas lighteome day 
Nor through the impeding fog sound 
Of horn was heard, without, or trumpet’s bray. 
He next the hostile paynims went to find, 
And with I know not what made deaf and blind. 


XCvIn. 
While with such haste his band Rinaldo led, 
‘That him an angel well might seem to guide, 
‘And in such silence moved, that nought was eaid 
Or heard of this upon the paynim sido; 


King this infant spread 
Thrvaghout fair Paris’ subuebe, ald beside 
‘The foss, and underneath the walls ; that day 
‘To make upon the place his worst assay. 





Against the Mauritanian Atlas’ feet ; 
Or watch at midnight with how many eyes 
The fartive works of lovers Heaven espies. 
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c. 
The larum-bells, loud-sounding through the air, 
Stricken with frequent Toes ake town affray ; 
‘And in the crowded temples every where 
Movement of lips and hands upraised to pray 
‘Are seen : if treasure seemed to God 80 
‘As to our foolish thoughts, upon this day 
‘The holy consistory had bid mould 
‘Their every statue upon earth in gold. 


Cl. 
Lamenting may be heard the aged just, 
In that they) wore reserved for such a Woe; 
those happy that in sacred dust 
‘Were buried many and many # year ago. 
But the bold youths who, valiant and robust, 
Small thought upon the approaching ills bestow, 
Scorning their elders’ counsel, here and there 
Hurrying, in fury, to the walls repair. 
cll. 
Here might you paladin and baron ken, 
King, duke, and marquis, count and chivalry, 
soldier, foreigner or citizen, 
Ready for honour and for Christ to die ; 


Who, eager to assail the Saracen, 
On Charlemagne to lower the br ce ory. 


host, 

To that he was content that few should speed. 

Some worked at the machines, some wild-fire tost, 
according to the separate né 

Charlee never in one place, with restless care 

Provides defence and succour every where. 


cIv. 
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cv. 
‘The town, whose walls for miles in circuit run, 


Retired, from thence the assaili to gui 
In that, he neither city ‘ad'nor Slee guido. 
Behind, but what was his, as far as Spain. 


ovi. 
Whereor the walls of Basia woand sbout a 
ammunition les od 5 
Si ening with d) ce each quarter held in doubt ; 
‘And had within trench, drain, and casemate made : 
And where the river entered and went out, 
Had thickest chains across the channel laid. 
But most of all, his prudent cares appear 
‘Where there is greatest cause for present fear. 


cvil. 

With of Argus, Pepin’s valiant son, 
Where ‘wos bent to storm foresaw, 
And every thing forestalled, ere yet begun 
By the bold followers of Mahound’s law. 

ith Isolier, Grandonio, Falsiron, 

ntin, Balugantes, and Ferran, 

what beside he out of Spain had led, 
Marsilius was in arms, their valiant head. 


Oviit. 
With old Sobrino, on the left of Seine, 

Pulian and Dardinel d’Almontes meet, 
‘With Oran’s giant king, to swell the train : 
Six cubits is ¢ prince, from head to feet. 

sat why move I my pen wi ster pain 
‘Than these men move thoir armas? for in his heat 
King Rodomont exclaims, blaspheming sore, 
Nor can contain his furious spirit more, 


crx. 
As swarming to-assail the pastoral bowl, 
‘With sound of stridulous wing, through summer sky, 
Or relies of a feast, their luscious dole, 
Repair the ready numbers of the fly ; 
‘As ataclings to tho vi 's crimsoning pole 
‘With the ripe clusters charged,—heaven’s concave high 
Pilling, ss advanced, with noise and shout, 
Fast hurried to the storm the Moorish rout. 
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cx. 
Upon their wa mn their walls the Christians in array, 
ith lance, sword, axe, and stone and wild-fire tost, 
‘The assaulted city guard without dismay, 
And little reck ite ‘proud barbarian’s boast : 
Nor when death snatches this or that away, 
‘Does any one in fear refuse his Post. 
Into the fosse below the paynim foes 
Return, amid a storm of strokes and blows, 
xr 
Nor in this war is iron plied al 
But migl masses and whole Trolwacks fall, 
‘And top of tower, huge piece of bastion, 
And with much toil disrupted, solid wall ; 


And this than iron spear offended more : 
Then how much more the mist of lime-dust fine! 


With nitre, sulphur, pitch, and turpentine! 
Nor idle lie the fiery in store,’ 


Which, wreathed about with tresses, shine. 
‘These at the foemen scaled, upon all hands, 
Form cruel garlands fore the he pega bands, 


Mosnwhile, up t to ee valle sie second crew 
iven, accompanied 
By bold Ormida and ‘Buraldo, ¥ who 
The Garamantes and Marmonda guide ; 
Clarindo and Loridano ; nor from view, 
Tt seems, will Setta’s valiant monarch hide: 
Morocco’s king and he of Cosca go 
With these, that men their martial worth may know. 
OXxIv. 
With crimson Rodomont his banner stains, 
And in the vermeil field a lion shows ; 
‘Who, bitted by » maid, to curb and reins 
‘His savage mouth disdains not to unclose. 
Himself m m the submissive Jion fei; 
Bodomont, and would st 
In her wl tare wi thet and Bog 
Doralice deughter to Grenada’s king ; 
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oxy. 
‘Whom Mandricardo took, as I before 
Related, and from whom, and in what wise. 
Even ihe it was, whom Gerss's monarch more 
Loved than his realm,—beyond his very 
And valour showed for her and courteous 
‘Not knowing yet she was another's prize. 
If he had,—then,—then first, ¢,—the story known, 
Even what he did that day, he would have done. 


CXVI. 
At once the foes » thousand ladders rear, 


‘Urged on the first ; the third the second gored. 
One mounts the wall through yelonr, on ‘one i through fear, 
And all attempt perforce the ford; 
For cruel ont, of Argier, 
Or smites the wretched laggard who “delays. 
CxXVIL 
?T\s thus, ‘mid fire and ruin, all assay 
Zo mount the wall; | ot othery to seenre 


wa} 
To wend, except by what is least secure ; 

‘And in that desperate case, where others made 

Their offerings, cursed the god to whom they prayed. 


CxvVill. 
He in a cuirass, hard and strong, was drest : 
‘A dragon-skin it was with scaly quilt, 





‘Which erst seoured the manly back and breast 
Of his bold ancestor, that Babel built 

‘Who hoped the rule of heaven from God to wrest, 
And him would from his golden dome have split. 
Porfect, and for this end slone, were mado 
Helmet and shield as well as trenchant blade, 


CXIX. 

Nor Rodomont to Nimrod yields in might, 
Proud and untamed ; and who would not forbear 
‘To seal tho lofty firmament tll night, stair 
Gould he in this wide world desory the 

He stood not, he, to mark the b ars plight 
Hor if the fosse of sertsin bottom, 

He past, ran,—rather flew across the moat, 
Plunging ia filth and water to his throat. 
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oxx. 

and foul with water and with weeds, 
Abid Bro and stone, and arbolet, and bows, 
ves through the marshy reeds 
The wild-ewine of cur own Mallea'* oos 5 y 
‘Who makes large daylight whereso'er he spoods, 
Ricpat tt eas tk e nose. 





mie 
douse 1g Charles's Christian bands. 
skull is riven, here men take more 
Than monkish tonsure at the warrior’s hands : 
Heads fiy and arms ; and to the ditch a flood 
Hane steaming fromthe Mond crimson blood. 


Hie dropa the shield; and with to-handed ewe 
‘Wielding his sword, duke Arnulph he offen 

Who eat from whenee, into the briny bey, 
‘The water of the rapid Rhine desoen 
NNo bettor than the sulphur keops away 
‘The advancing flame, his life defends. 
He his last shudder gives, and tumbles dead ; 
Cleft downwards, a full palm from neck and hesd. 


CXXIII 
At one back-stroke sir Spineloccio true, 
‘Anselmo, Prando, and Oldrado fell ; 
‘The narrow place and thickly-sw: crew 
‘Make the wide-circling blow so ‘ail 
The first half Flemings were, the residue 
Are Normans. who thelist of slaughter swell 
hetto of Maganza, he from brow 
‘To breast divides, and thence to paunch below. 


CXXIV. 
Down from the wall Andropono and Moschine 
‘He cast into the ditch: a priest the first ; 
‘The second, but a worshipper of wine, 
rained, af draught, whole runlts in his thirt 
Age wonted simple water to decline 
@ viper's blood or venom : now immersed 
In this, he amid that slaughter 
‘And, what most affliction, dies by water. 
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oxxv.. 
Lewis tho Provencal is cleft in tro 
‘Arnold of Thoulouse through the breast before 5 
abort of Tous at Dionysia, Hugh 
Gland ir ghosta in recking gore. 
Od, Amado, Bavallon sare, _ 
‘And’ Walter next; of Paris are the four 
‘With others, thst by me unmentioned fall, 
‘Who cannot tell the name and land of all. 
OXXVL 
‘Tho crowd, by Rodomont of Sarze led,¥ 
‘Tho ladders lif, and many places scale. 
Horo the Parisians make na further head, 
‘Who find their frst defonce of small avail. 
Full well thoy Imnow that danger more to dread 
‘Within awaits the foomen whe assal 
Because between the wall and second mound 
‘A fose descends, wide, hornd, and profound. 


Besides, that ours, with there upon the height, 

les, ours, yy 

"War from below, like valiant men and stout, 
New files succeed to those who fall in fight, 
‘Where, on the interior summit, stand the rout, 
‘Who gall with lances, and a whistling flight 
OF darts, the mighty multitude without ; 
Many of whom, 1 ween, that poet would shun, 
If it were not for royal Ulien’s son.® 

CXXVILIL 

But ho still heartened some, and chid the rest, 
‘And forced them forward to their sore alarm. 
One paynim’s head he cleft, and other's breast, 
‘Who turned about to fly ; and of the ewarm 
Some shoved and pushed and to the encounter prest, 
Close-grappled by the collar, hair, or arm : 
And downwards ‘from the wall such numbers threw, 
The ditch was all too narrow for the crew. 

OXXIX, 

‘While #0 the foes descend, or rather fling 

‘Themselves into the perilous profound ; 

‘And thenee by many ladders try to spring 

‘Ton the sunimit of tho mound, 

Bodomont, as if he had 8 wing 

Upon his every member, from the ground 
[praised his weight, and vaulted clean across, 

Loaded with all his arms, the yawning fosse. 

© Rodomont, 
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Cxxx. 
The moat of thirty feet, not less, he cleared, 
As dexterously as leaps the greyhound fleet, 
Nor at his lighting fonder noise’ ‘was heard 
‘Than if he had worn felt beneath his feet. 
He now of this, now that, the mantle sheated ; 
As though of pewter, not of iron beat, 
Or rather of soft rind their arms had been : 
So matchless was his force and sword so keen! 


CXXXI. 
This while, not idle, those of ours had laid 
Snares in the inner most, a well-charged mine : 
‘Where broom and thick faacinos ll over paid 
With swarthy pitch, in plenty interbwin, 
Yet is not thee any eye survey: 
Trough they from bank to ‘nae tie hollow line, 
the bottom well-nigh to the brinks 
dnd sountloce reels the defeadens ae 
sta ett gute 
with salt- oil, or sulphur pale, 
One and the othe ox with such li pm 
‘While ours, intent the paynims that assail 
Tho town, should pay thevr daring folly dear, 
(Wino f from the ditch on different parts would scale 
inner bulwark’s platform) when they hear 
‘The appointed signal which their co aise, 
Set Bt pont, the wile in blaze 


XI. 
For that the moat was fat ton side to side, 
‘The scattered flames united into on 
AAnd mounted to such height, they Well-nigh dried 
bosom of the moon ; a dun 
rer vs cloud above extending wide, 
Dimmed ev. slimpse of light, and hid the sun : 
A fearfal crash, with continued sound, 
Like a long peal of thunder, shook the ground. 
CXXXIv. 
A dorrid concert, a rude harmony 
Of deep lament, and yell en d ebtick, which oamme 
in extremit 


1080 poor 
Porisl through their furlows leader's ne 
Wes lini, ao strange conaord, to 

‘With the fierce crackling of the ‘murderous flame. 
No more of this, no more eae sir, I close 
‘My canto, hoarse, and needing short repose. 


CANTO XV. 
ARGUMENT, 


Round about Paris every where are spread 
The assailing hosts of Africa and Spain. 
Astolpho home by Logistilla sped, 

Binds firet Cabigorantes with his chain ; 

Next from Orrilo’s trunk divides the head ; 
With whom Sir Aquilant had warred in vain, 
And Grypha bold: nest Sarconet discerns, 
‘IU tidinge of his lady Grypha learns, 


I. 
Txovex Conquest fruit of skill or fortune be, 
‘o conquer always is a glorious thing. 
‘Tis ‘true, indood. a fed vi 
Is to a chief less honour wont to bring ; 
And that fair field is famed eternally, 
‘And he who wins it merits worshipping, 
‘Who, sa, ing from all harm his own, without 
Loss to his followers, puts the foe to rout. 
IL 
You, sir, earned worthy praise, when you o’erbore 
‘The lion of such might by sea, and 80 
id by him, where he guarded either shore 
From colino to the mouth of Pd, 
That I, though yet again I heard him roar, 
If you were present, should my fear forego. 
How fields are fitly won was then made plai 
For we were rescued, and your foemen slai 





i. 
‘This was the Paynim little skilled to do, 
‘Who was but daring to his proper loss ; 
And to the moat impelled bis meiny, who 
One and all perished in the burning fosse. 
‘Tho mighty gulf had not contained the crow, 
But that, devouring those who sought to cross, 
Them into dust the flame reduced, that room 
‘Might be for all within the erowded tomb. 
Iv. 
Of twenty thousand warriors thither sent, 
Diod nineteen thousand in the fiery pit; 
‘Who to the fosse descended, ill content ; 
But so their leader willed, of little wit : 
nguished amid such a blaze, and spent 
By the devouring flame the Christians lit. 
‘And Bodomont, occasion of their woes, 
‘Exempted from the mighty mischief goes : 
VOL. I. 8 
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Vv. 
For he to the inner foes possest, 
Loe the deh bed raul wondrously : 
Had he within it been, among the rest, 
‘It sure had been his last assault. His eye 
‘He turns, and when the wild-fires, which infest 
The infernal vale, he sees ascend so high, 


And hears his people’s moan and dying screams, 
With imprecations dread _ Heaven blasphemes. 


This while a band it had bror 
Seen neh 
For while the cruel battle 


And Corinéus of Mulgs, Psion, 
The wealthy monarch of the blessed isles ; 
Malabuferzo, he who fills the throne 
Of Fez, where a tual summer smiles ; 
And other noble , and many a one 
‘Well-armed and tried ; and othore ‘mid their t files, 
Naked, and base, ‘whose hearts in fields 
‘Had found no shelter from thousand shields. 

VII. 

But all things counter to the hopes 
(Of Agramant upoh this side ; within, 
In girded by a gallant crew, 
Is Charlemagne, with many a ri. 


Saver ’s duke,* and Ganelon are ere, 
Avino, Avolio, Otho, and Berlinghier : 


I. 
And of inferior count withal, a horde 
Of Lombards, French, and Germans, without end ; 
‘Who, every one, in presence of his lord, 
‘To rank among the valiantost contend. 
‘This will I in another place re 
‘Who here a mighty duke perforce attend, 
‘Who signs to me from far, and prays that I 
‘Will not omit him in my history. 
* Namus, 
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x. 

Tis time that I should measure back my way 

Thither, where L Astolpho left of yore 

Who, in lon, exile, loathin, ig more ‘to stay, 

Burnt with desire to tread his native shore ; 

‘As hopes to him had given the sober fay, 

‘Who quelled Alcina by her better lore, 

She with all care would gond the warrior back 

By the securest and the freest track 


xi. 
And thus by her a baraue is ited out 
better galley. never ploughed the sea ; 
ia a Logistil a wills for sor aye in doubt 


S with 
TT to the ic Sea, beneath their care, 
Or to the Pesan Gulf he ane rep 

XL 

By Soyth and Indian she prefers the 
Should coat, and by the Naat eign i 
Content he, after such a round, should 
For Persian gulf, or Erithrean main, 

Rather than for that Boreal palace steer, 
‘Where angry winds aye vor the rude domamn: 
Bo il, at seasons, favo 

‘That there, for months Together ie Tight is none. 


XI. 
Nort, when she all in readinoss espied, 
to depart the prudent fay 

Assorted tote luke, first fortified 
‘With counsel as to things too long to say ; 
And that he might no more by charms be stayed 
In placo from whence he could not wend his way, | 
‘Him with a useful book and fair merge 
And ever for her love to wear it 


XIv. 
How man should himself from magic cheata 
‘The book na eh the fay ‘bestowed; 


‘At the end or the b where it treats 
Of ouch, an index and appendix showod. 
Another gift, which in its goodly feats 


‘All other gifts excelled, to hor he owed; 

This was & horn, which made whatever wight 

Should hear i luna betake bineelf to Hig it. 
82 
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xv. 
Tay, the horn is of such horrid sound, 
{t wheresoe'er ‘tis heard, all fly for foar; 

Nor in the world is one of heart 80 sound 

‘That would not fly, should he the bugle hear. 

‘Wind, thunder, and the shock which rives the ground, 

Come not, in aught, the hideous clangour near. 

‘With thanks did the good Englishman receive 

The gift, and of the fairy took his leave. 


XVI 
Quitting the port and smoother waves, they stand 
To sea, with favouring wind which blows astern ; 
And (coasting) round the rich and populous land 
Of odoriferous Ind the vessels turn, 
ing a thousand isles on either hand, 
Scattered about that sea, till they discern 
The land of Thomas; here the pilot veers 
His ready tiller, and more northward steers. 
Astolpho, farrowing that ocean hi 
pho, ‘ocean hoar, 
‘Marks, as he coaste, the wealthy land at ease. 
Ganges amid the whitening waters roar, 
Nigh skirting now the golden Chersonese 5 
Taprobana with Cori next, and sees 
‘The frith which chafes against its double shore ; 
Makes distant Cochin, and with favouring wind 
Issues beyond the boundaries of Ind.? 


XVIII. 
Scouring at large broad ocean, with a guide 
So faifal ae eosuce the cavalier 
juestions Andronice, if from that side 
famed from the westering sun, of this our sphere, 
Bark, which with oars or canvas stemmed the tide, 
On eastern sea was wonted to appear ; 
—And could a wight, who loosed from Indian strand, 
Reach France or Britain, without touching land. 
XIX, 
Andronica to England's duke replies : 
«Know that this earth is girt about with seas, 
«And all to one another yield supplies, 
«Whether the circling waters bal or freeze 
“But, since the Aithiope' land before us ies, 
« Extending southward many degrees, 
“ Aerosn his waters, some On ia eppowed 
“4A barrier here to Neptune interpose 
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xx. 
“ Hence bark from this Levant of Ind is none 
“Nergeten tsar 
« Nor navigates from Kurope any one, 





“Byte mid land, oxtonding wide before : 
coning (its limite of suc length appear) 
“That it mat join anther hemisphere 


«But in the course of ciruing yours I viow 
“From farthest lands which catch the western ry, 
«ew Arsonania put forth, and whys new 
Opening Tundisoovered ay. 

«le eo i a "that they 
“ ne yurning shore, 

«Daas the ar ges from whenes, oa ids ehazo, 
“Th eun mors ter, ring Caps 


“ And find the limit ofthis Length of land, 
«Which makes a single sea appear as two; 
“Who, scouring in thelr eir frigates every strand, 
“Pass Ind and Arab isles, or Persian through : 
“ Others I see who leave, on either hand, 

“The banks, which stout Alcides cleft in two, 
“And in the manner of the circling sun, 
“To seek new lands and new creations run. 


Xxit. 
“ The imy flags and holy cross I know, 
“ on the verdant shore ; see some upon 
“ ‘The shattored barks keep guard, and others go 
“ A-field, by whom new countries will be won ; 
“en chase a thousand of the Sy foe, 
“ Realms be; ond Ind subdued By Aragon s 
« And see all, wheresoe’er the warriors wend, 
“To the fifth Charles’ triumphant captains bend. 


XXIV. 
“That this way should be hidden was God's will 
“Of old, anc ore ‘twas known Jong time should ran ; 
“Nor will he suffer its discovery, fill 
“The sixth and seventh century be done. 
“ And he delays his purpose to fulfil, 
“Tn that he would subjéct the world to one, 
“The justest and most fraught with prudent lore 
“Of emperors, since Augustus, or before. 
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XXvV. 
“Of Arragon and Austria's blood I see 
“On the left bank of Rhine a monarch bred ; 
“No sovereign is so famed in history, 
«. Of all whose goodly, deeds are heard or read. 
“ Astrea reinthroned by him will be,— 
« Rather restored to He long seeming dead ; 
“And Virtues with her into exile sent, 
“ By him shall be recalled from banishment.5 
XXVI. 
“For such desert, Heaven's bounty not alone 
“Designs he should the imperial garland bear,— 
“ Augustus’, Trajan’s, Mark’s, Severus’, crown ; 
« But that of every farthest land should wear, 
«c Which here and there extends, as yet unknown, 
“ Yielding no p: to the sun and year; 
that in fis 


“ And wi time Christ's scattered sheep 
“Should be one flock, beneath one Shepherd's keep. 
XXvi. 


“ And that this be accomplished with more ease, 
“Writ in the skies from all eternity, 
“Captains, invincible by lands and seas, 
Shall heavenly Providence to him supply. 
“T mark Hemaado Cortes bring, ‘mid those, 
« Now cities under Cwsar’s dynasty, 

“And kingdoms in the Orient so remote, 
“That we of these in India have no note.* 


With Prospero Colom = =v 
«wit nna, puissant peer, 
"A marquis of Pescara Tbebold;-— 


“4k youth of Guasto next, who render dear 
“Hesperia to the flower-de-luce of gold; 
“T soe prepared to enter the career 
“‘This third, who shall the laurel win and hold; 
As a good horse before the rest will dart, 
“And first attain the goal, though last to start.” 

. ‘XXIX. 

“Tsee such faith, such valour in the deeds 

“Of young Alphonso (such his name) oonfest, 
“Ho in his unripe age,—nor he 
“His sixth and twentieth year,—at Cexsar’s hest, 
«(A mighty trast) the imperial army leeds: 
« Saving which, Czsar not alone the rest 
“Of his fair empire saves, but may the world 
“Reduce, with ensigns by this chief unfurled. 
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xxx. 

“ An with these oaptains, where the way by land 
“Ts free, he spreads the ancient empire's sway, 
“0 on the sea, which eevers Hurope’s strand. 

“ From Afric, open to the southern day, 

«When with good Doria linked in friendly band, 
“Victorious he shall prove in every fray. 

“ This is that Andrew Doria who will sweep 
“From pirates, on all sides, your midland deep. 
Pompey, thoagh he chased sore here, 

“ , though he chased rovers everyw 
“ a8 not his peers for ill the thievish brood 
“ Vanquished by him, in puissance, could comy 
“With the most mighty realm that ever s 
“ But Doria singly will of the corsair 
“ With his own forces purge the briny flood: 

“ So that I see each continent and isle 
“ Quake at his name, from Calpe to the Nile. 








XXXII. 
“Beneath the faith, beneath the warrantry 
“Of the redoubted chief, of whom I say 
“T see Charles enter fertile Italy, 
“To which this captain clears the monarch’s way; 
“ But on his country, not himself, that fee 
“ Shall he bestow, which is his labours’ pay; 
“ And beg her freedom, where himself perchance 
“Another would to sovereign rule advance. 
XXXIL 
“The pious love he bears his native land 
“ Honours him more than any battle’s gain 
“ ‘Which Julius ever won on Afrie’s strand, 
“ Or in thine isle," France, Thessaly, or Spain. 
“ Nor great Octavius does more praise command, 
“Nor Anthony who jousted for the reign, 
“With equal arms: in that the wrong outweighs 
“Done to their native land—their every praise. 
XXXIV. 
“ Let these, and every other wight who tries 
“Mo subject a free country, blush for shame, 
« Nor dare in face of man to lift his eyes, 
“Where he hears Andrew Doria’s honoured name! 
“To him I see Charles other meed supplies ; 
“ For ho beside his leaders’ common claim, 
“ Bestows upon the chief the sumptuous state, 
“Whence Norman bands their power in Puglia date.” 
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“Not only to this captain courtesy 
“Shall Chazles display, still Hboral of his store 
«Turhis emprioes havo not epared tigi 
“Tn his emprizes have not ir gore. 

« Him to bestow a town,—a realm—I seo, 

“Upon a faithful friend, rejoicing more, 

“ And on all such as have good service done, 

“Than in new kingdom and new empire won.” 
XXXVI. 

Thus of the victories, by land and main, 

‘Which, when long course of years shall be complete, 
Charles’ worthy captains for their lord will gain, 
Andronica did with Astolpho treat. 

This while, now loosening, tightening now, the rein 
On the eastern winds, which blow upon their feet, 
‘Making this servo or that, her comrades stands ; 
‘While the blasts rise or sink as she commands. 


This while for their port they made, 

wi saw, as for their mi 

"How wide the Persian sea extends to sights 
‘Whengo in few daye tho squadron was conveyed 
Nigh the famed gulf from ancient Magi hight ;! 
Here they found har : and here were stayed 
‘Their wandering barks, which stern to shore were dight. 
Secure from danger from Alcina’s wrath, 
‘The duke by land continued hence his path. 


XXXVI. 
‘He pricks through many a field and forest blind, 
many a vale and many a mountain gray ; 
wh re robbers, exh and now ba ind, 
threat the peer by night or open day ; 
ion and oft of poisonous kind, 
‘And other savage monsters cross his way: 
But he no sooner has his bugle wound, 
‘Than these are scared and scattered by the sound. 


Through Araby the bl cee fares, wh 

lest he fares, where grow 
‘Thicketa of myreh, and gums oddrous ooze, 
‘Where the sole phoenix makes her nest, although 
‘The world is all before her where to choose ; 
‘And to the avenging sea which whelmed the foe 
Of Israal, his way the duke pursues ; 
Tn which Ki hh and his host were lost 5 
From whence he to the land of heroes eroat.!" 
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xL. 
ho jan’s channel ied 
stein Ta ae 
And moves so lightly, that the soft sand shows 
No token of the passing cavalier ; 
‘Who prints not grass, prints not the driven snow, 
—Who dry-sh: would the briny billows clear, 
And strains so nimbly in the course, he wind 
And thunderbolt arrow leaves behind :— 


XLL 

Erst Argalia’s courser, which was born 
From a cloee union of the wind and flame, 
‘And, nourished not by hay or heartening com, 
Fed on pure air, and Rabican his name. 
His way the bearer of the magic horn 
Following, where Nile received that river, came ; 
But ere he at ite outlet could arrive, 
Towards him saw a pinnace swiftly drive, 


XL. 
A hermit in the poop the bark did guide, 
‘With snowy beard descending to mid breast; 
‘Who when from far the Paladin he spied, 
Him to ascond his ready pinnace prest 
“ My son, unless thou loathest life, (he cried) 
“And wouldst that Death to-day thy course arrest, 
“ Content thee in my bark to cross the water ; 
“For yonder path conducts thee straight to slaughter. 
XLUL 
“Within six miles, no farther, shalt thou light” 
(Pursued the hermit) ‘on the bloody seat, 
“Where dwells a giant, horrible to sight, 
“ Exceeding every stature by eight feet. 
“From him wayfaring man or errant knight 
“Would vainly hope with life to make retreat ; 
«Bor somo tho felon quarter, some he fays, 
“And some he swallows quick, and some he slays. 


XLIV. 

“ Ho, ‘mid the cruel horrors he intends, 
“Takes pleasure in a net, by cunning hands 
“ Contrived, which near his mansion he extends ; 
“ So well concealed beneath the crumbling sands, 
“That whoso uninstruoted thither wends, 
“ Nought of the subtle ‘understands ; 
“And so the giant scares him with his cries, 
“ "That he within the toils in terror fies; 
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XLV. 
“ Whom with loud laughter, to his seat hard by 
“He drage along, enveloped in his snare: 
“And knight and damsel views with equal eye, 
“And for his prisoners’ worth has little care. 
«Then, having sucked their brains and life-blood dry, 
“ Caste forth their bones upon the desert lair ; 
« And round about his griesly palace pins, 
“Ror horrid ornament, their bloody skins 
XLVI 
“Take this,—my son, oh i take this other way, 
«Which thee will 4 the sea in safety guide.” 
“T thank thee, holy father, for thy say, 
(To him the fearless cavalier replied) | 
“ But cannot peril against honour wei; 
“Far dearer than my life. To the other side 
“Mo vainly dost thou move to pass the wave ; 
“Rather for this I seek the giant's cave. 
XLVI. 
“I with dishonour life to flight may owe; 
“ But worse than death loath thus to save my head. 
“The worst that can befall me if I go, 
“Is I my blood shall with the others shed - 
“ But if on me such merey God bestow, 
“ ‘That I remain alive, the giant dead, 
Secure for thousands shall I make the ways ; ' 
“So that the greater good the risque o'erpays. 
XLVOL 





XLIX. 
Between the mighty river and the fen, 
"A path upon the sandy shore doth li, 
Barred by the giant’s solitary den, 
Cut off from converse with humanity. 
About it heads and naked limbs of men 
‘Were fixed, the victims of his cruelty. 
‘Window or battlement was not, whence strung, 
‘Might not be seen some wretched prisoner hung. 
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L. 
‘As in hill-farm or castle, fenced with moat, 
"The hunter, mindful wht his dangers were, 
Ay fasten on his door the shaggy coe! 
‘aud horrid pawn end monstrous head of bear ; * 
So showed the giant those of greatest note, 
Who, thither brought, had perishod inhi anare 
The bones of countless others wide were spread, 
‘And every ditch with human blood was 
LI. 
Coligorant was standing at the gate 
Gor ‘was the despiteous monster hight) ; 
‘docked his house with corpece, as for state 
Some theirs with cloth of gold and scarlet dight. 
He seaoe contained hme for joy 00 great 
is pleasure, wl ce in sight; 
Fos Reus too tapathe complete’ thinl wascete, 
Since by that road had past a cavalier. 


LIL. 
‘Towards the marish, where green rushos grow, 
He hastes, intending frou that covert i 

‘To double on hin unsuspecting foo, 

‘And jatue on the eavalier bebfad : 

For him to drive nto the net, below 

The sand, the griealy giant had designed 5 

As others trapt he been wont to see, 

Brought thither by their evil destiny, 
‘When him the wary paladin expied, 

© wary 

‘He stopt his courter, not without great heed, 
Lest he into the covert snare might ride, 
Forewarned of this by the good hermit's rede. 
Hore to his horn for suocout he applied, 
Nor failed ite wonted virtue in this noed : 
Hote the gan’ hart with nach aight 
"That he turned back, and homeward fled outright. 


Liv. 
Astolpho blew, still watchful of surprise, 
Wing soe eet pra fast flew 
ho gant.—as i hoart an well es eyes 
‘The thief had lost,—nor whitherward he knew: 
Buch is his fear, he kens not as he flies, 
How his own covert mischief to eachew : 
Ho rans into the net, which closing round, 
‘Hampers the wretch, and drags him to the ground. 
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Aatol sho, who beholds his uly rey 
Fall bodily, drives thither at speed 
Secure himself, and, bent to make him pay 
The price of slaughtered thousands, quits his steed. 
‘Yet after, deems a helpless wi; to to al 
No valour wore, but rather fc t 
For him, arms, neck, and feet 60 closely tied, 
Ho oonld not shako himself ne fhe warrior spied. 


With subtle thread of steal hed ‘Vulcan wrought 
The net of old, and with such cunning pain, 
Ho, who to break its weakest mesh had sought, 
‘Would have bestowed his time and toil in vain. 
Tt was with this he Mars and Venus caught, 
‘Who, hands and fect, were fettered by the chain 
Nor did the jealous husband weave the teed 
For aught, but to surprise that pair in bed. 


LVI. 
Meroury from the smith conveyed the prize 
Vanting to take young Chloris in the snare 
aris, who bebind Aurora fies, 
Sree cf van, through fields of liquid air, ‘ 
And from her gathered garment, through the skies, 


Scatters 
He for this nymy hi tala no day et 
One day, in air ar he 
LVII. 
The nymph (it soms) was taken os she flow, 
‘the great Althiop river meets the brine: 
Then net was treasured in Canopus, through 
Successive , in Anubis’ ehrine. 
cd years, Caligorant drew 
es ‘cred reliot fr from the p! lace divine 
‘Wheno with the net the impious thief returned, 
‘Who robbed the temple and the city burned. 


Ix. 
He fixed it here, beneath the sandy plain, 

In mode, that all the travellers whom he chased 
Ban into it, and the engine was with pain 
‘Touched, ero it arms, and feet, and nook embraced. 
From this the good Astolpho took a chain, 
‘And with the gyve his hands behind him laced : 
‘His arms and breast he swaddled in such guise, 
‘Ho could not loose himself; then let him rise. 
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Ix. 
After, his other knots unfastening, 
(For he was turned more gentle than a maid) 
Astolpho, as a show, the thief would bring, 
By etty, borough-town, and farm convoyed 

net as well: than which no quainter thing 
‘Was ever by the file and hammer made. 
On him, like sumpter-nag he laid the load, 
In triumph led, behind him, on his road. 


LXI. 
‘Him helm and shield he gives alike to bear, 
‘As toa valet; hence the peer, 
Gladdening the f pilgrim everywhere, 
‘Who joys to think, henceforth his way is clear. 
So far an end does bold Astolpho fare, 
He is to Memphis’ tombs already near,— 
is renowned for ids ; in sight, 
Ho marks the populous Uairo opposite. 
Lxi. 
Ban all the people in tumultuous tide, 
To see him drag the unmeasur'd wight along. 
“ How can it be,” (each to his fellow cried) 
“ That one so weak could master one so strong P” 


8o close from every part their numbers throng ; 

‘While all admire him as a cavalier 

Of mighty worth, and make him goodly cheer. 
LXI. 


Then Cairo was not such, as common cry 
Pronounces in our age that costly seat : 
—That eighteen thousand districts ill supply 

ing to those who in her markets meet 5 
—And though the houses are three stories high, 
Numbers are forced to sleep in the open street ; 
‘And that the soldan has a palace there 
Of wonderous size, and passing rich and fair; 


LXIv. 
And therein (Christian renegadoes all 
‘Keeps fifteen thousand vassals for his needs, 
Beneath one roof supplied with bower and stall, 
The Ives, and wives, and families, and steeds. 
The duke desired to see the river's fall, 
‘And how far Nile into the sea proceeds, 
‘At Damictta; where wayfaring wight, 
‘He heard, was prisoner made, ‘or alain outright. 
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LXY. 

For at Nile’s outlet there, beside his bed, 

‘A sturdy thief was sheltered in a tower, 

‘Alike the native’s and the stranger's dread, 

‘Wont even to Cairo’s gate the road to scower. 

Him no one could resist, and, it was said, 

‘That man to slay the felon had no power. 

‘A hundred thousand wounds he had in strife 

Received, yet none could ever take his life. 


XVI. 

To see if he could break the thread which tied 
The felon’s life, upon his way the knight 
Set forward, and to Damietta hied, 
To find Orrilo, 20 the thief was hight ; 
Thence to the arer's gutlet past, aod spied 

E castle on the margin dight ; 
Harboured in which the enchanted demon lay, 
The fruit of a hobgoblin and a fay. 
LXVIL. 

He here Orrilo and two knights in mail 
Found at fierce strife : the two ill held their own 
Against him ; 80 Orrilo did assail 

warlike pair, although himself alone ; 
‘And how much either might in arms avail, 
Fame through the universal world had blown. 
Of Oliviero’s seed was either plant ; 
Gryphon the white, and sable Aquilant. 
LXVIu. 

The necromancer had this while, (to say 
‘The trath,) with vantage on his side, begun 
The fight, who brought a monster to the fray, 
Found only in those parts, and wont to won 
‘Ashore or under water, and to prey, 
For food, on human bodies; feeding on 
Poor mariners and travelling men, who fare, 
Of the impending danger unaware. 


LXIx. 

The monster, slaughtered by the brethren two, 

‘Upon the sand beside the haven lies ; 

And hence no wrong they to Orrilo do, 

‘Assailing him together in this guise. 

Him they dismembered often, and not slew: 

Nor he,—because dismembered,—ever dies ; 

For he replaces leg or hand like wax, 

Which the good faulchion from his body hacks. 
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Lxx. 
Gryphon and Aquilant by turns divide, 
fow to the teeth, now breast, the enchanted wight. 
‘The fruitless blow Orrilo does deride, 
‘While the two baffled warriors rage for spite. 
Let him who falling silver has espied 
ich mercury ‘ists is hight), 
pation and rounita cach broken mesber, 
‘Hearing my tale, what he has seon remember. 
LXxi. 
If the thief's head be severed by the pair, 
He lights and staggers till he finds it: now, 
Uptaken by the nose or by the hair, 
And fastened to the peck, T know not how. 
is sometimes Gryphon takes, and, whirled through air, 
Whelms in the stream ; but bootless is the throw: 
For like a fish can fierce Orrilo swim ; 
‘And safely, with the head, regains the brim. 
LXXIL 
Two ladies, meetly clad in fair array, 
One damsel was in black and one in white, 
And who had been the occasion of that fray, 
Stood by to gaze upon the cruel fight : 
Either of these was a benignant fay, 
‘Whose care had nourished one and the other knight, 
Oliver's children ; when the babes forlorn 
They from the claws of two hugo birds had torn. 
LXXIil. 
Since, from Gismonda they had these conveyed, 
Borne to a distance from their native sky. 
But more to say were needless, since displayed 
To the whole world has been their history. 
Though the author has the father’s name mis-said ; 
One for another (how I know not, I) 
Mistaking. Now this fearful strife the pair 
Of warriors waged at both the ladies’ prayer. 


LXXIv.. 
Though it was noon in the happy islands, day 
‘Had vanished in this clime, displaced by night ; 
And, underneath the moon’s uncertain ray, 
And ill-discerned, were all things hid from sight ; 
‘When to the fort Orrilo took his way. 
Since both the sable sister and the white 
‘Were pleased the furious battle to defer, 
‘Till a new sun should in the horizon stir. 
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Tho duke, who by thei conga, d 
e, wi ir ensi; and yet more 
Had by the sight of many’ vigorous blow, 


And they, 
‘The giant, whom he led a captive, know 
‘The BARON OF THE PARD, (80 styled at court) 
Him to salute, with no less love resort. 
LXXVL 
The ladies to repose the warriors led 
To a fair palice near, their sumptuous seat : 
‘Thence issuing courtly squire and damsel sped, 
them with lit torches in mid-way to meet, 
eir steeds uit, there well bested, 
Bet of the arma anda's garden eros 
Discern the ready supper duly laid 
Fast by, where a refreshing fountain played. 
x bid bind the lant on the 
lere id bit iant on A 
sine Ae ener ee et: ty chain 
qe a rh oak, pee ancient trunk they ween 
‘ay well be ‘inst a single strain ; 
‘With that, by ten good serjeants overseen, 
Lest he by night get loose, and so the train 
‘Assault and haply harm ; while careless they 
‘Without a guard and unsuspecting lay. 
LXxviil. 
At the abundant and most sumptuous board, 
‘With costly viands (its least pleasure) fraught, 
The longest topic for discourse afford 
Orrilo’s prowess, and the marvel wrought ; 
They (abo upon the recent wonder ought) 
‘who upon the recent wonder 
ight think dream tosee him re-unite, 
‘And but return more furious to the fight. 


his book had found ot 
Astolpho in hit found exprest 
(it wi preci» remedy fr spel) 

iow he who of one hair deprived the pest, 
Only could him in battle hope to quell : 

But this plucked out or sheared, he from his breast 
Parforce the felon’s spirit would expell. 

So says the volume; but instructs not where, 
*Mid locks so thiokly set, to find the hair. 
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LXxx. 

Tho duke no less with hope of conquest glows 

‘Than if the palm he has already won ; 

AAs he that hopes with small expense of blows 

To pluck the hair, the wizard-wight undone. 

‘Hence does he to the youthful pair propose 

The burden of that enterprize upon 

‘Himself to take: Orrilo will he slay, 

If the two brethren nought the intent gainsay. 


LXXXL 
But willingly to him these yield the emprize 
"Assured hs toil will be bestowed in vain” 
‘And now a new Aurora climbs the skies, 


Of strokes would from the body at one blow 
Divorce the spirit of the enchanted foe: 


LXXXxil. 
T with the mace he lops the fist ; 

now this arm, now the other falls to ground ; 
Sometimes he cleaves the corslet’s iron twist, 
And piecemeal shears and maims the felon round. 
Orrilo re-unites the portions missed, 
Found on the champagne, and again is sound : 
‘And, though into a hundred fragments hewed, 
‘Astolpho sees him, in a thought, renewed. 


‘XII. 
After a thousand blows, Astolpho sped 

One stroke, above the shoulders and below 
The chin, which lopt away both helm and head: 
Nor lights the duke less swiftly than his foo. 
Then grasps the hair defiled with gore and red, 
Springs in a moment on his horse, and lo! 
Upstream with it along Nilo's margin hiee, 
So that the thief cannot retake the prize. 


LXXXIv. 
That fool, who had not marked the warrior’s feat, 


‘Was in the dust to find his head ; 
But when he the charger in retreat, 
Who tho forest with the plunder fled, 


Leapt quickly into his own courser’s seat, 

An in pursuit of bold Astolpho sped. 

Fain had Orrilo shouted “Hola! stay !” 

But that the duke had borne his mouth away : 
‘VOL I. T 
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‘Yet pleased Astolpho had like guise 
‘et not in lil i 
Borne off his heels, pursues with flowing rein, 


Him Babican, who jnarrelloaay. flies, 

stances by « mig) of plat 

This snide the weeds head Astolpho.eyes 
From poll to front, above the eyebrows twain, 
Searching, in haste, if he the hair can see 
Which makes Orrilo’s immortality. 

LXXXVL 

Amid innumerable locks, no hair 

Straiter or crisper than the rest was seen. 
How then should good Astolpho, in his care 
To slay the thief, 50 many choose between P 
“To cut them all (he said) it better were.” 
And since he scissors lacked and razor keen, 
He wanting these, resorted to his glaive, 
Which cut so well, ib might be aaid to shave ; 
LXXXvn. 

And, holding, by the nose, the severed head, 
Close-sheaved it all, behind and eke before. 
Heo found, among the rst the fatal hn thread. 

en pale became the visage, c! sore, 
‘Turned up its eyes, and signals sore and dread 
OF the last agony of nature wore ; 
‘And the headless body seated in the sell, 
Shuddered its last, and from the courser fell. 
LXXXVIIL 

‘The duke returns where he the champions two 
And dames had left, the y in his hand, 
‘Which manifests of death the tokens true ; 
And shows the distant body on the sand. 

I know not if they this with pleasure view, 

‘Though him they welcome with demeanour bland: 

For the intercepted victory might pain 

Perchance inflict upon the envying twain, 
LEXXIX. 

Nor do I think that either gentle fay 
With pleasure could that battle’s issue see : 
Since those kind dames, because they would delay 
The doleful fate which shortly was to be 
In France the brethren’s lot, had in that fray 
With fierce Orrilo matched the warriors free ; 
‘And s0 to occupy the pair had cast, 

TTll the ead influence of the ekies were paste 
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xe. 
‘When to the castellan was certified 
In Damiotta, that the thief was dead, 
He loosed a earrier- pigeon ha having tigd 
Beneath her wing a 
Bhe went to Cairo and, to e Leatter etie 
another from that town was sped 


Such is the there); so, E; through, 
3 fow hours, the joyful ; tidings low. on 


orxcn 
AAs he had brought the adventure to an end, 
‘The duke now sought the noble youths to stir, . 
(hough of themselves that way theis wishes tend, 
ey to wi t purpose nee 
Mhat thy ths Chara Rom outage to deen, 
‘hts of Charles, the Roman Emperor, 
Welt conse to war upon that Eastern strand, 
And would seek honour in a thelr native land. 


hon and Aq vilant thee id adieu, 

and the ether, to his Indy fairs im 
‘Who, though it sorely troul em, ew 
‘How to resist the wishes of the 
The duke, together with the warlil ce two, 
‘Turns to the right, resolved to worship, where 
God erst incarnate dwelt, the holy places, 
‘Ere he to cherished France his way retraces. 


Xcur. 
The yrarriors to the left-hand might incline, 
and more full of pleasant cheer, 
Worl still alo1 the s sea extends their line ; 
But take the rig! ath, abrupt and drear ; 
Since the eh ity of ne a Pele leting, 
six journey, is, through this, more near. 
Water Ure along thie rugged tack, 
‘And grasa; all other needful tattere lack. 
Xcrv. 
So that, before they enter on their road, 
‘All that is needful they collect, and lay 
Upon the giant's back the bully load, 
could a tower upon his neck convey. 
The Holy Land. a rug an ag showed, 
finishing their rough and salvage way ; 
‘Where HEAVENLY LOVE a offering stood, 
And washed away our errors with his blood. 
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xcv. 
They, at the entrance of the city, view 
A gentle ¢ stripling + and in him the three 
an cnet of Meooe, who who chival 
‘yout 8 flower, for sov iv 
Brough, 


For sovereign eines fe famed tho c the count 
And wise : from af 


Converted by Orato to the tute 
‘Who had, with his own hands, baptized the youth. 
XCVL 


De there a fortilage, in front 
OPE, rot's scalp th gee ‘the warrior found ; 
Of Calvary intondng to curva 
lv int surrot 
Received With such s countenance, aa ie wont 
‘To be of inward love the surest ground, 
Them he conducted to his royal home, 
And, with all comfort, harboured in the dome. 
XCVIL. 
As deputy, the sainted land he swayed, 
Gonferred on him by Charlemagne, in trust. 
To him the English duke a present made 
Of that go sturdy and unmeasured beast, 
That it ten draught-horee ‘burdens had conveyed ; 
So monstrous was the giant and robust. 
Astolpho gave the Eiant, and next gave 
The net, in which he took the unwieldy slave. 





we a rich girdle to eainke bold, 
And spurs for either heel, 8 costly pair, 
‘With buckles and with rowels gold; 
Which (tras believed) the warriors relic were, 
‘Who freed the from that dragon 
Spoils, which Sir Sausonet, with many more, 
From Joppa, when he took the city, bore. 
ZO err 
Cleaned of their errors in a monastery, 
whence the odour of good works ta upment 


8 ‘ion eve my 
eae all tho cares went; 
‘Which now, to our eternal infamy, 
. Foul Moors usurp ; what time on strife intent, 
‘All Europe rings with arms and martial deeds, 
‘And war is everywhere but where it needs. 
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While grace the warlike three devoutly sought, 
Intent on Paes and on pious lore, 
, known to Gryphon, brought 
Tides wl the afflicted champion bore, 
From his ‘og dhertthed som and Rewer thought, 
Too foreign, foo remote ; and these 60 sore 
Inflamed his troubled breast, and bred such care, 
Thoy wholly turned aside his mind from prayer. 


cl. 
For his misfortune, one of lovely feature 
Sir Gryphon worshipped, Origilla hight, 
Of visage and of better stature, 
‘Not one among a thousand meets the sight : 
But faithless, and of such an evil nature, 
That thou mightst town and city search outright, 
And continent and island, far and near, 
‘Yet never, as I think, wouldst find her peer. 
CIL. 
In Constantine’s imperial city, burned 
With a fierce fever, he left the fair ; 
And hoped to find her, to that place returned, 
Lovelier than ever; and enjoy her there. 
But she to Antioch (as the warrior learned) 
‘Had with another leman made repair ; 
, While such fresh youth was yet her own, 
?*Twere not a thing to brook—to sleep alone. 


cu. 
Sir hon, from the time he heard the news, 
evermore bemoaned him, day or night : 

‘Whatever pleasure other wight pursues 
Seams but tho more to vex his troubled sprite. 
Let each reflect, who to his mischief woos, 
How keenly tempered are Love's darts of might 
And, heavier than all ills, the torment fell, 
In that he was ashamed his grief to tell. 


civ. 

‘This ; for that A at Aguilant had off before, 4 
Boproved him for the passion w! nursed, 
An sovgtitito banish ber frou his hearts cons 5 
Fret, Whe of all bad women is the worst, 


Her hon, in his varia love, excuses, 
For mostly self-conceit our sense abuses. 
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cy. 
It therefore is his purpose, without 
To Aquilant, alone to take the quot! 
‘As far as Antioch, and bear her away, 
‘Who had borne off his heart-core from his breast: 
To find him, who had made the dame his prey, 
‘And take such vengeance of him, ere he rest, 
‘As shall for aye be told. My next will tell 
How he effected this, and what befell. 


CANTO XVI. 
ARGUMENT. 


Gryphon finds traitorous Origilla nigh 
Damascus city, with Martano vile. 
Slaughtered the Saracens and Christians Ke 
By thousands and by thousands heaped this while ; 
‘And if the Moors outside of Paris die, 

Within the Sarzan 40 destroys each pile, 
‘Such slaughter deals, that greater ilt than thie 
Never before has been exprest I wise, 


I. 

Love's penalties are manifold and dread : 
OF which I have endured the greater part, 
And, to my cost, in these so well am read, 
That I can speak of them as "twore my art. 
Honco if Teay, or if Tovereaid, ) 
(Did speech ot Livi m ts impart) 
* One il is grievous aad another light,” 
Yield me belief, and deom my judgment right. 


IL 
I say, I said, and, while I live, will say, 
‘ o, who ia flared by a worthy hain, 


Hee his heat be placed wel 
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OL 

Let him lament, who plays a slavish part, . 
‘Whom two bright eyes and lovely tresses please ; 
Beneath which beauties lurks wanton heart 
With little that is , and much of lees. 
‘The wretch would fly ; but bears in him a dart, 
Like wounded stag, whichever way he flocs ; 
Dares not confess, yet cannot quench, his flame, 
‘And of himself and worthless love has shame. 


Iv. 
‘The youthfal Gryphon finds him in this case, 
sees the error which he cannot right ; 

He sees how vilely he his heart does place 
On faithless Origille, his vain delight : 
Yet evil use sovereign reason chase, 
And free-will is subdued by appetite. 
Though a foul mind the lady’s actions speak, 
‘Her, wheresoe'er she is, must Gryphon seek. 


v. 

Resuming the fair history, I say, 
Sul of the ety ho in erst Yodo; 
Nor to his brother would his plan bewray, 
‘Who oft on him had vain reproof bestowed : 
But to the left t'wards Ramah shaped his way, 
By the most level and most easy road. 

fim six days’ journey to Damascus brought, 

‘Whence, setting out anew, he Antioch sought. 


VL 
He nigh Damascus met the lover, who 
posto Oxia’ henst possest, 
And matched in evil customs were the two, 
Like stalk and flower : for that in either’s breast 
‘Was lodged a fickle heart ; the dame untrue, 
And he a traitor whom she loved the best. 
‘While both the lovers hid their nature base, 
To others’ cost, beneath a courteous face, 
vi. 
As I relate to you, the cavalier 
Came on huge courser, trapped with mickle pride 5 
With faithless Origi , in gorgeous gear, 
‘With gold embroidered, and with azure dyed. 
‘Two ready knaves, who serve the warrior, rear 
The knightly helm and buckler at his side 5 
As one who with fair pomp and semblance went 
Towards Damascus, to a tournament, 
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VII. 

Damascus’ king a splendid festival 
‘Had in these days bid solemnly 
ee a what pomp they they ol on ‘upon me call, 

‘arms, the champions came. 
At i Gryphon ight the harlot’s spirits fall, 
fears that he will work her scathe and shame ; 
And knows her lover has not force and breath 
To save her from Sir Gryphon, threatening death : 
x. 

But like most cunning and audacious quean, 
Although she quakes from head to foot with fear, 
Her voice so strengthens, and so shapes her mien, 
Frei Hoe face no signe of dread appear. 

Having alread; leman ween 
The trick devised, she feign a joyous cheer, 


pain Sir , and for 3] 
ie no, fs fod rae ce 


She, after suiting with much suavity 

The action to the word, sore- , cried : 
Dear lord, is this the guerdon due to me, 

“For love and worship? that I should abide 
«Alone, one live-long year, deprived of thee, 
“—A second near—and yet spon thy side 

“No grief P—and had I borne for thee to stay, 

“I know not if I should have seen that day. 





XI. 
“When I from Nicosia thee a 

thou wast journeying to the plenar court) 

“Po cheer me,~left with fever eore infoctod, 

“And in the dread of death,—T heard report 

“That thou wast gone to Syria; and dejected 

that ill tiding, suffered in such sort, 
«I, all unable to pursue thy quest, 

“Had nigh with this might hand transfixt my breast. 


“ But Fortane, by her doutle Tounty, shows 
“She guards me more than thou: me to convey 
“She sent my brother here, who with me goes, 
ane ee tecting stay 5 
this encounter with thee now bestows, 
“Which I above all other blessings weigh, 
“ And in good time; for hadst thou longer stayed, 
“My lord, I should have died of hope delayed.” 
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XIII. 
The wicked woman, fall of sul 
(Worse than a fox in crafty har ihood) 
Buumss, and so well ahapes b her hin, 
She wholly throws the bane fon good ; 
Makes him believe that other not to 
Her kin alone, but of her flesh and blood, 


Got by one father ;—and 80 
The i tht ho ew red Take and John. 


Nor he the frand of her, more fl than fi, 


Turning some eof he Hae om 
‘And aa the real brother she oy 


Unceasingly the lady’s it saat 
Xv. 
And to Damascus, with Syphon sade 
who to Sir made report, 
‘That Syria's wealthy y king, with sumptuous cheer, 
‘ Within that place would hold a splendid court ; 
‘ And who, baptized or infidel, appear 


“There at his (of whatever sort), 
« Within the a the ity an without, assures 
for all the time the feast endures.” 
Yet I of Origilla’s 


treachery 

hall not so steadfastly pursue the lore, 
‘Who, famed not for onelsingle perfidy, 
‘Thousands and thousands had betrayed before, 
But that I will return again to see 
Two a rang rl rey where thy 9 
Burnt , WI spread, 
‘About the walle of Paris, soathe and dread. 


T left you where king Agramant prepared 
‘To storm a to, and to the assault was gone: 
he had to find without a guard ; 
And weak elsewhere to bar the way was none. 
Far there, in person, Charles kept watch and ward 
With man 7, practised warriors every one; 
Two oS two Gide. Angelier, 
Avino, Avolio, Otho, Berlinghier. 
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XVIII. 
One and the other host its worth, before 
Charles and king Agramant, desire to show, 
‘Where praise, where riches are, they think, in store 
For those that do their duty on the foe. 
But such were not the achievements of the Moor 
‘ul mtg « Sarsom th dump 

many & rpaign prest ; 

folly was a beacon to the rest, 
xIx. 

Tho frequent darts a storm of hail appear, 

from the city-wall the Christians fling ; 
Phe eafeniag clamears pat the heavens it 
‘Which from our part, and from that other, ring. 
But Charles and ant: mast waits for here 
Tof the Mars of . 
King Rodomont, that fieree sree ta fearful man, 
That through tho mile of the ty am 





kn nny gt ou the venta dead 
Of that so Moor to mind recall, 
The leader, who left his le dead, 
Between the scond work an outer wall 5 
whose limbs the rave fire 80 fed, 
‘aa never sight more sad !—I told withal, 
How vaulting o’er that hindrance at a bound, 
He cleared the moat which girt the city round. 
xx. 
RE eee Oe thickening ove 


strange arms he 
lar re aed ne le eg, 


‘And loud they beat their lifted pulme and oried 
‘While those who had the strength to fly aloof, 
Sought safety not and house or temple’s roof, 


Duster ce 


eee ee rest behold fame hem, 
From head to hips, so strong the blow and j 
Free ee tie thoeaands wosaded by the Moon, 
Is none that shows an honest scar before. 
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“aight gad ee 
does, or Indian 
by lamb or kid, on heighta which lie 
On Typheue’ back, the cruel cavalier® 
Now executes on those, I will not, I 


Call phalanxes or 8 uadrons, but a mere 
Rabble, that I should term a race forlorn, 
‘Who but deserved to die ere they were born. 


XXIv. 
OF all he cuts, and thrusts, and maims, and bleeds, 
phate it not one who looks him in the fave, 
shout that street, which in » straight line leads 

Up to St. Michael's bridge, 20 a spaee, 
Rodomont, terrible and fearfal, 6 

‘Whirling is bloody brand, nor grants he grace 
In his career, to servant or to lord ; 
And saint and sinner feel alike the sword. 


xXXv. 
Reli ion cannot for the priest bespeak 
Ror geniy boning eyo, nor rormed cesk, 
for gently beaming eyes, nor v 

Protect the blooming dame or damsel mild. 

Age smites its breast and flies: while bent to wreak 
‘Vengeance, the Saracen, with gore 

Shows not his valour more than cruel rage, 
aeeelmemiaiaial ata 


Nor the imy king alone 64 ums blood, 
Lindof he hapfoas he his band dina, 

But son on wall 20 ately venta his moods 

Ho fires fair houses, and polluted fanea. 
Tho housos almost all wore made of wood 

‘Then (as 'tis told), and this, by what remains, 

‘May be believed ; for yet in Paris wo 

Six out of ten no bagels builded see, 


Polite at 
iy e, you never yet espi 
Bombard it 


‘What, at a single pull, the king, plucked down. 
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XXxvil. 
‘While the sccursed man, amid the rout, 
So warred with fire and sword, if at his post, 
ing Agramant had prest it from without, 
‘Thotample eity had that day been lost 
But he was hindered by the warrior stout, 
Who came from England with the advancing host, 
Composed of English and of Scotch allied, 
ith Si the Angel for their guide. 


XXIX. 
Tt was God’s will, that while through town and tower 
‘The farious Rodomont such ruin spread, 

‘Thither arrived Rinaldo, Clermont's flower, 

‘Three leagues above, he o'er the river's bed 

Had cast a bridge ; from whence his English power 

‘To the left-hand by crooked ways he led ; 

‘That, meaning to assail the barbarous foes, 

‘The stream no obstacle might interpose. 


XXX. 
Rinaldo had, with Edward, sent a force, ' 
Six thousand strong, of archer-infantry, 
And sped, with Ariman, two thousand horse 
of lightest sort; and foot and cavalry 
it Paris by those roads, which have their course 
Directly to, and from, the Picard sea; 
That by St. Martin’s and St. Denys’ gate, 
‘They might convey the aid the burghers wait. 


XXXI 
Rinaldo sent with these the baggage-train 


‘And , with which his troops were stored ; 
‘And fetching, with the forces that remain, 

‘A compass, he the upper way explored. 

‘He bridge, and boat, and means to pass the Seine, 


‘Hod with him ; for it here was ill to ford. 
Ho past his army, broke the bridges down, 
rank’d in line the bands of either crown.* 
But having fist the peers and cap heeled 
t havi peers and captains w! 
“About him im acing the cavalier 
Mounted the bank which overtopt the field, 
o much that all might plainly aoe and hots 
‘And cried, “ My lords, you should thanksgiving yield, 
‘With lifted hands, to God who brought you here ; 
< hrough whom, o'er orery nation, you may gain 
“ bought with lit is 
eee aeoteh and Engl ne 





CANTO XVL ORLANDO FUBIOSO. 


Xxx. 
“Two princes, by your means, will rescued be, 
“Tf you relieve those city gates from siege ; 
“Him, your own king, whom you from slavery 
“ And death to save, a subject's vows oblige ; 
“ And a famed emperor, of more majesty | 
“ Than ever ot int court was served by liege, 
“ And with them other kings, and dukes, and peers, 
“ And lords of other lands, and cavaliers. 
XXXIV. 
“ So that one city saving, not alone 
“Will the Parisians bless your helping hand, 
“Who, sadder than for sorrows of their own, 
“ Timid, afflicted, and disheartened stand ; 
“ And their unhappy wives and children moan, 
« Which shar ino ame pei and the band 
“ Of virgins, dedicate to heavenly spouse, 
“ 3 this day frustrate see their holy vows ; 


Tay, this ed from deadly wound, 

—“T aay, this city sav wot 

“Not only ‘ril-Purieane bold you dear ; 
“But habitants of all the countries round: 
“Nor speak I only of the nations near ; 
“For eity there is none on Christian ground, 
“But what has citizens beleaguered here ; 
“So that to you, for vanquishing the foe, 
“More lands than France will obligation owe. 


XXXVI. 
“Tf him the ancients with a crown endued, 
“Who saved one citizen by worthy deed, 
“For rescuing such a countless multitude, 
“What recompense shall be your worthy meed P 
“But if, from ealousy or slcth, £0 good. 
« And holy, enterprise should ill succeed, 
“ Believe me, only while these walls endure, 
“Is Italy or Almayn’s realm secure ; 
XXXVIL 
“Or any other part, whore men adore 
“ Him, who for us upon the cross was hung; 
“ Nor think that distance saves you from the Moor, 
“Nor deem your island strong, the waves among. 
“For if, from far Gibraltar’s straits of yore, 
« And old Alcides’ pillars, sailed the throng, 
“Zo bear off plunder from your sea-girt strands, 
“What will they do when they possess our lands ?* 
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XXXVI. 
“ And, if in this fair enterprise arrayed, 

“No gain, no glory served you as a guide, 
“A common debt enjoins you mutual ai 
“ Militant here upon one Church’s side. 
“ Moreover, let not any be afraid,“ 
“ Our broken foemen will the assault abide ; 
“Who seem to me ill-taught in warlike art, 
“A feeble rabble without arms or heart.” 


XXXIX. 
Such reasons, and yet better for, that need 

ight good Rinaldo in his speech infer ; 
‘And with quick phrase and voice, to valiant deed 
‘The high-minded barons and bold army stir ; 
‘And this was but to goad a willing steed 
(As tho old proverb says) who lacks no gpur. 

fe moved the squadrons, having closed his speech, 
Softly, beneath their soparato banners, each. 


XL. 
He, without clamour, without any noise, 
So mores his tiple hot, their fags below. 
erbino, marching e stream, enj 
The honour fat fo sal the Warbaroas fe 
e paladin en employs 
More inland, with a wider wheel to go. 
‘Thus England’s horse and foot, the two between, 
Led by the Duke of Lancaster, are seen. 


XII 
"The paladin rode on, along the shore, 
Whea he had put the rrarriory in thei way, 
; ir squadrons, pricl fore 
Valiadt Zerbing and his-whole arvay, 
Tatil he reached the quarters of the Moor, 
Whore Oran’s king, and king Sobrino lay 
‘Who, half-a-mile removed from those of Spain, 
Posted upon that side, observed the plain. 
XLII. 
‘With such a faithful escort fortified 
‘And sure, the Christians who had thither wound, 
With Silence and the Angel for their guide, 
No longer could stand mute or keep their ground : 
But hearing now the foe, with shouts de 
‘Their hosts, and made the shrilling trumpets sound ; 
‘And with loud clamours, which Heaven's concave fill, 
Sent through the paynim’s bones a deadly chill. 





CANTO XVI, ORLANDO FUBIOS0. 
Binaldo spurs before the bined 
urs [ore combine 
"His foeming coureer, and les weapon rests; 


And s fall bow shot leaves the Soots behind: 
jay the imy molesta. 
‘As oftentisnes te eddying gust of wind 
So sallying ewiftly from the following herd, 
Rinaldo forth upon Bayardo spurred” 


XIIv. 
At the aspect of the paladin of France, 
‘The wavering Moorish files betray their fear ; 
And, trembling in their hands, is seen the lance, 
Their thighs and stirrups quivering, like the spear. 
Hing n 


ing Pulian onl price advance, 
Rinaldo not, in cheer ; 
Nor thinking such a cruol shock to moot, 


Gallops against him on his courser fleet. 


: XLY. 
He stoops upon the weapon which he strains 
“Whole and collectod for the martial game: 
‘Then to his horse abandoning the reins, 

‘And goading with both spurs the courser, came. 
Upon the other side no valour feigns, 

But shows, by doings, what he is in name ; 
—With what rare grace and matchless art he wars, 
Tho son of Aymon, rather son of Mars. 


XLVL 

‘Well-matched in skill, they aimed their cruel blows, 

‘With lances at each other's heads addrest ; 

Il-mstched, in arms and valour, were the foes, 

For thie past on, and that the champaigne prest. 

More certain proof of worth, when warriors close, 

There needs than knightly lance, well placed in rest ; 

But Fortune oven more than Valour neods, 

‘Which ill, without her saving succour, speeds. 
‘With the good spear Aovellod in his fat 

ith the good spear new-levelled in 

‘At Oran's king behold Rinaldo dart. 

Of bulk, and Bone, and sinew, to resist 

‘The monarch was, but ill supplied with heart. 

And his might pas for a fai sroke in list, 

ch planted in the buckler’s nether part. 
Let those excuse it who refuse to admire, 
Since the good paladin could reach no higher. 
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XLVI 
‘Nor did the buckler so the weapon stay, 

‘Though made of palm within, and steel without, 
But that it the pannch, end made a way 
‘To let that mean and ill-matched spirit out. 
‘The courser, who had deemed that all the day 
Ho must so huge a burden bear about, 
Thanked in hishoart the warrior, who well met, 
‘Had thus preserved eee from 80 sore a sweat. 


‘Yet fow the tempered plates or iron pins 
‘With which encounters that descen brand 5 
dad quilted some of oak and some of 
Ited vest and turban’s twisted band. 

Lightly such drapery good Rinaldo thins, 
et loaves, and bose and shears, on other and ; 
Nor better from his sword escapes the swarm, 
Than grse from ereeping » or grain from storm. 


‘The foremost squadron had ‘been put to fi ht, 
‘When thither the vs Zerbino 
Forth from the following crowd, in sight 
A levelled lance, their youthful head : 
no Tess fary those who to ght 
ith his baner to the combat 8) 
Like lions, like so many wolves, who 
In fury to the assault of goat or sheep. > 


Li. 
ee ee ae cre rested lance, 


ofr » otween, was'soen to cise a 
‘Was never witnessed yot a stranger d 00! 


For the Scota only ply the murderous 
Only the scat ny slaughtered lie, 
‘As if conducted thither but to dio. 
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Lo. 
Tt seemed as if each coward Paynim grew 
‘More cold than ice ; each Scot more fierce than flame, 
The Moors believed that with Rinaldo’s thew 
And muscle fortified, each Christian came. 
Robrino quickly morod his ordered 
Nor stayed til/herald should his call proclaim : 
Better were they than those which went before, 
For captain, armour, and for martial lore. 
Liv. 
‘Less worthless men of Africa were 





Lv. 
‘Thraso, this while, the valiant Duke of Mar, 
Glad in the tumult, for the cavaliers 
‘Who muster in his train, uplifte the bar, 
‘And to the lista of fame hia following choers, 
‘When Ieolier, with horsemen of Navarre, 
Entered in that fieroo fray he sees and hears. 
Next Ariodantes moved his chivi 
‘Who was of late made Duke of 
The dee; aby bel 
p sonorous trumpet’s 
‘And sound of drum, and Sebaroas fastrament, 
Combined with twang of bow, and whiz of sling, 
‘Wheel and machine, and stono from engine s seat 


And (hat more loud than these appeared toring) 
Tumult, and shriek, and sat out latent” 
Composed a direr whole than what offends 
‘The neighbouring tribes where deafening Nile descends. 
LVI. 


‘The arrows’ double shower the ample sky 
‘With wide-extended shade is seen to shroud ; 
Breath, smoke of sweat and dust ascend on high, 
‘And soom to stamp in ir a muri cloud 

turns ost gives way, might s 
Now chasing, now if fight, the tel samo crow 
‘And here some wight, beside his foeman slain, 
Or little distant, prostrate on the plain. 
VOL. I. vu 
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LVI. 

‘When, harassed with fatigue, a wearied crew 
‘Withdraw, fresh files their fellows reinforce : 
‘Men, here and there, the wasted ranks renew ; 


Here march supplies of foot, and there of horse : 


Her mantle green for robe of crimson hue 
Earth 


CANTO XVI, 


shifta, ensanguined whore the warriors course: 
‘And there where azure flowers and yellow sprung, 
‘Now slaughtered men lie stretched their steeds among. 


LIx. 
Zerbino was more wonders seen to do 


Entrusted mighty prowess showed ; 
Filling with and wonder, near and far, 
Tho oquadrons of Caste = of Navarre. 


Chelindo and Mosoo (bastard ‘were the twain 
Of Calabrua, late king of Arragon), 
‘And one esteemed among the valiant train, 
ina of Bareelons's town, 
their standards, in the hope to 
‘young Zerbino’s doth, a chim coown, 


Pierced by ye courser strong, 

— we wail ne 
aren 
he aseelant, whage he sees Bure, wil garoue. 
fe ee 
im, in er, flow, 
And pierced him in the flank ; who from his sel 
and cold, upon the champaign fell. 
Lx. 


‘When him so killed, as "twere by stealthy blow 

Chelindo viewed, to avenge hie brother slsin, 
(o charged, intent the prince to overthrow; 

Bt be coieed ot is scaewor by the nea 
And, thence to rise not, laid the charger low, 
Destined no more to feed on hay or 
For at one stroke, so matchless was his forse, 
Zerbino cleft the rider and his horse. 
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Lxmt. 
‘When that fell blow Calamidor espied, 


‘He turned the bridle short to speed a 
But him with downright cut Zerbino plied 
and cried “Stay, traitor, stay. 


Nor Bom is ain the sword-stroke wand 

‘Though from the mark it went somedeal astray ; 

The fonlchion missed the rider as ho fed, 

But reached the horse's croup, and stretched him dead. 


LXIv. 
Ho quita the horse, and thence for safoty crawls 
But he with little boot escapes his foe 
For him Duke "Thraso'e hore ¢ o'erturns and mauls, 
ponderous courser’s weight below. 
the igs crowd upon Zerbino falls, 
Ariodantes and Lurcanio go; 
And with them many a cavalier and count, 
Who do their best Zerbino to remount. 


LXV. 
Then Artalico and Margano knew 
The of Ariodantes’ circling brand 
Enearco rue 


More et the puissance of his hand. 

Brot y Ue nigh, cecapod the former to 
The others ‘dead upon the strand. 

Lurcanio shows what are his force and breath ; 

Who charges, amites, ing and puts to death. 


Sir, think not that more inland on the plain 
‘The warfare is less mortal than along 
‘The stream, nor that the troops behind remain 
‘Which to the duke of Lancaster belong. 
He valiantly assailed the flags of Spain, 
‘And long in even scale the battle hung. 
For Horse and Foot, and Captains of those bands, 
On either side, could deftly ply their hands. 


LXvit. 
Forward Sir Oldrad pricks and Fieramont ; 
This Glocester’s duke, and York's the other knight 
‘With them conjoined is Richard, Warwick's count, 
‘And the bold duke of Clarence, Henry hight. 
These Follicon and Matalista front, 
. And Baricond, with all they led to ight. 
‘Almeria this, and that Granada guides, 
And o’er Majorca Baricond presides. 3 
vu 
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LXVIII. 

Well matched arrile the Christian and the Moor 
Ay without advantage in the fray. 
Now this, now that gore ground, like com before 
‘Tho light and fickle breeze which blows in May : 
Oras the sea which ripples on the shore, 
Still comes and goes, nor keeps one certain way. 
‘When hollow Fortune thus had sported long, 
She proved disastrous to the paynim throng. 


XIX. 
‘The duke of Glocester Matalista bold 
"Arsailed this while, and hurtled from his sell ; 
Fioramont Follicon o'erturmed and rolled, 
In the right shoulder emit, on earth as well 
‘The advancing Rnglish either Paynim hold, 
‘And bear thet prisoners off to dungeon-cell. 
This while, Siz Barioond ia, in the strife, 
By Clarence's bold duke deprived of lio. 
LXX. 
Hence ‘tis among the Moors amazement all, 
While nce the Ghent ake wach het and pre, 
‘bands do nought but quit their ground , 
‘And break their order on the Paynim side, 
‘What time the Christian troope some on, and gall 
Their fying ranks, which nowhere will abide : 
‘And had net one arrived to aid their host, 
‘The Paynim camp had on that side boon loet. 





1) 





LXXI 

But Ferrau, who till this time ever ni 
‘Marsilius, scarce had quitted him that day, 
‘When half destroyed he marked his chivalry, 
‘And saw that baftled banner borne away, 
Pricked his good courser forth, in time to spy, 
(Where ‘mid those squadrons hotest waxed the fray) 

th his head severed by a griesly wound, 

Olympio de la Serra fall to : 

LXXIL 

A tripling he, who such sweet music vented, 
‘Accorded to the horned lyre's soft tone ; 
That at the dulcet melody relented 
‘The hearer’s heart, though harder than a stone. 
Happy! if, with such excellence contented, 
He had pursued so fair a fame alone, 
‘And loathed shield, quiver, helmet, eword and lance; 
Destined by these to die a youth in France. 
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LXXIm. 
‘When bold Ferran beheld Ais cruel plight, 
For whom he love and much esteem profest, 
He felt more pity at the doleful sight 
Than, ‘mid those thousands slain, for all the rest. 
And smote the foe who slew him with such might, 
That he his helm divided a fhe crest ; 
it front, eyes, visage, and mid bosom through, 
And cast isn Sone the slaughtered crew. 


LXXIV. 

Nor stops he here, nor leaves a corslet whole, 
Nor helm unbroken, where his sword is 
Of this the front or cheek, of that the poll, 
‘The arm of other foe his strokes divide ; 
And he, of these divorcing body and soul, 
Restores the wavering battle on that side 
‘Whence the disheartened and ignoble throng 
‘Aro scattered wide, and broke, and driven along. 





LXXv. 
Into the medley pricks King Agramant, 
Desirous there his bloody course to run; 


With him en eee Baliverz®, Farurant, 
\birago, Prusion ; 
And perengs 80 many more of little vaunt, 
‘Whose blood form a lake ere day be done, 
That I could count each leaf with greater ease, 
‘When autumn of their mantle strips the trees. 
Agramant from the walle nano band 
it from: @ numerous ban 
Of horse and foot withdraws, and sends the array 
Beneath the king of Fez, with a command 
Behind the Moorish tents to make his way, 
And those of Ireland in their march withstand, 
‘Whom he sees hurrying with what haste they may, 
And with wide wheel and spacious compass wind, 
To fall upon the Paynim camp behind. 
LXXvit. 
The king of Fes upon this service prost 
delay might sore his work impede. 
‘This while King Agramant unites the rost, 
‘And parts the troops who to the battle speed. 
‘Ho sought himself the river, where he guessed 
‘The Moorish host might most his presence need ; 
‘And, from that quarter, had a courier prayed, 
By King Sobrind sent, the monarch's 
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LXxvil. 

He more than half his camp behind him led, 
In one phalanx. At the mighty sound 
Alone, the Zotemen trembled, and in dread 
Abandoned honour, order, and their ground : 
Lurcanio, Ariodantes, and their head, 
Zerbino, there alone the torrent bound ; 
And haply he, who was afoot, had died, 
But that in time his need Rinaldo spied. 

as LXXIx. fy 

Elsew! paladin was making 
4 hundred banners : Fhule the Carlie 

chased the quailing Saracens, the cry 

* Of you Zerbino' 's peril smote his ear ; 
For, single and afoot, his chivalry 
Amid tthe Africans had left the 
Rinaldo turned about and took 
‘Where he beheld the Scots in = iy 





LXX: 
He plants his courser, where ‘hit squadrons yield 
"To tho fierce Paynims, and exclaims; “Where go 
i Your bands, and why co beacly quit the fel 
« Yielding so vilely to 10 vile » 
‘Behold the promised #, spear and shield, 
Spoils whic whieh your loaded churches ought to show ! 
“ what glory ! that alone, and reft 
“OF his good horee, you monarch’s son is left! 
LXXXL 
He from a equire receives a lance, and spies 
King Prusion litle distant, sovereign 


So Agricalt, so Bambi 
Rad Set wore wounded Sis Boridane ; 
‘Who had beon slain as well amid the throng, 
If good Rinaldo’s lance had proved more strong. 
LXXXI. 
‘That weapon broken, he Fusberta rears, 
And suites Sir Serpentine, him of the star. 
yh charmed from mischief are the cavalier’s 
Good arm, ho falls astounded by the jer, 
‘And thus Rinaldo round Zerbino clears 
‘The field so widely, where those champions war. 
‘That without more dispute he takes 
Of those, who masterless, at random, course. 
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LXXXIIL. 


the sell, 
Wheeled, here and theres sh enh ld, 
Dispatching into hell the mixt arra 
‘That how ton live above thoir ghoste might say. 


LXXXIV. 
The good Rinaldo, who to overthrow 
The strongest of the foemen covets still, 
At Agramant directs a deadly blow, 
too passing-proud,.and rill 
Works there, than thousand others of the foo— 
‘And spurs his horse, the Moorish chief to 
‘He smote the monarch, broadside charged the steed, 
And man and horse reversed upon the mead. 
LXXXxv. 
What time, withort, in such destructive frays 
Hiate, Rage, and Fury all offend by turns, 
mamta people slays, 
re costiy house, and holy temple burns : 
‘While Charles elsewhere another duty stays, 
‘Who nothing hears of this, nor aught discerns. 
He, in the town, receives the British band, 
Which Edward and Sir Ariman command. 
To hin shel rhe " ith dread, 
'o him squire = spprosche who 
Scarce drew his breath, and pat. “ Oh, well away ! 
“ Alas! alas!” (and thus he often said, 
Ere he could utter aught beside) “ “To-day, 
“ To-day, sire, is empire sper 
“ And Christ to the heathen makes his flock a prey. 
“A fiend from air to-day has dropt, that none 
“Henveforth may in this city make their won. 
LXXXVII. 
“Satan (in sooty it can no other be) 
“ Destroys and ruins the unha 
w Dorn dad the carling wrest of vapour 36, 
“ From the red flames which wander up and down 
“List to those groans, and be they warrantry 
“ Of the sad news thy servant now makes known! 
“ Qne tho fir city wastes with sword and fe, 
“Before whose vengeful fury all retire.” 
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LXXXvIii. 
ren such as he, ho hears the tunmlt wide, 
clatteriof ehurch-bells, ere 

‘The. raging fire,,oonéealed from none yeido 

Himself, to him mostdangerous, and most nigh; < 

Such was King Chaties ; who heard, and then descried 
+ The new disaster-with his very eye. . 

Hence he the chojcest of his meiny steers 

Thither, .wherb the‘the cry and tumult hears, 


-LXXXIx. 


And tumult, spie the horrid tokens there 
Of cruelty; sees human members strown. 
—No‘more—Let him return another time, 
‘Who willingly will listen to this rhyme. 


CANTO XVII. * 
. ‘ARGUMENT. . 
Charles goes, with his, against-King Rodomont. 

‘Gryphon in Norendix? tournament 

Does mighty deeds ; Martano turns his front, 

Showing how recreant is his natural bent ; 

And next, on Gryphon to bring down affront, 

‘Stole from the knight the arme in which he went ; 

Hence by the kindly monarch much esteemed, 

And Gryphon scorned, tohom he Martano deemed. 


. L 
Gop, outraged by our rank iniquity, 
‘Whenever crimes have past encsion’s bound, 
‘That mercy may with justice mingled be, 
‘Has monstrous and destructive tyrants crowned ; 
And gifted them with force and subtlety, 
A sinful world to punish and confound. 
Marius and Sylla to this end were nursed, 
Bome with two Neros and a Caius* cursed ; 
. * Caius Caligula, 
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a 
Domitian and the latter Antonine ; 
‘And, lifted from the lowest rabble’s lees, 
To imperial place and puissanco, Maximine 
Hence Thebes to cruel Creon bent her knees, 
Mezentius raled the subject Agiline, 
Fattoning his fields with blood. To posta like these 
Our Italy was given in later day, 
To Lombard, Goth, and Hun a bleeding prey. 


mi. 
‘What shall I of fierco Attila, what say 
Of wicked Ezzeline, and hundreds more P 
‘Whom, because men still trod the crooked way, 
God sent them for their pain and torment sore. 
Of this ourselves have made a clear assay, 
As wel as thoso who lived in days of Yor 
‘onsigned to ravening wolves, ordained to 
Us, his ill-nartured and unuseful sheop ; 


Iv. 

Who, as if having more than served to fill 
‘Their hungry maw, invite from foreign wood 
Beyond the monntain, wolves of greedier Will, 

‘ith them to be ers of their food. 

The bones which ene and Trebbis fill, 
And Cann, seem but few to what are strewed. 
On fattened field and bank, where on their way 
Adda and Mella, Ronco and Tarro stray. 


v. 
Now God permits that we should feel the spite 
Of people, who are haply worse than we, 
For errors multiplied and infinite, 
‘And foul and pestilent iniquity. 
‘The time will come we may snch ill requite 
Upon their shores, if we shall better be, 
And their transgressions ever prove above 
‘The long endurance of ETERNAL LOVE. 


VI. 
The Christian le then God’s placid front 
Must have disturbed with their excesses sore ; 


T said that Charlemague had made repair 
In search of him towards the eity square. 
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Vil, 
Charles, by the way, his 's butel 
And sees large portion of the city lie 
In unexampled wreck.— Ye coward trains, 
“ Whither in heartless panic wonld ye fly ? 
“Will none his loss contemplate P what remains 
“Bo ou—what plac of mele, say, is left, 
“Tf this from you so shamefully be reft P 
Vii. 
“ Then shall one man alone, a prisoned foe, 
“Who cannot scale the walls which round him spread, 
“Unscathed, unquestioned, from your city go, 
“When all are by his vengeful arm laid dead ?” 
‘Thus Charlemagne, whose veins with anger glow, 
And shame, too strong to brook, in fury said; + 


‘And to the spacious square made way, 
‘Where he beheld the pe his cops olay % 
x. 


‘Thither large porti 
Climbing the palace roof, had made resort ; 
For strongly walled, and furnished was the place 


Nor any fears to ruin hall or bower ; 
But wood and stone endure one common fate, 
‘And marble column, slab, and gi , 
By sire and grandsire held in high esteem.' 


‘CANTO XVII. ORLANDO FURIOS0. 


xm. 
Nor bolwack, stone, nor arbelest, nor wal 
for what uy eo smote beside, 
Buficed to trent the sanguinary foo 
‘Who broke ina owed, and shook ‘that portal wide, 
in lot su t 
PA easy to to tepy and might Tempel 
o’ercast in death-like sort, 
of people was the the palace court. 


h thowe fair chambors echoed shouta of dread, 
dad geeving, trough the hou, pelo women fed, 
grieving, e house, ‘women 
‘Who wept, afflicted sore, and beat their breast. 
And hugged the door- cor pont and the genial bed,? 
‘Too soon to be ger lords possest. 
The matter in this state of perl Lung 
‘When thither came the king, his peers among. 
xIv. 
Charles turned him round to these, of vigorous hand, 
‘Whom he had found in former peril true. 
“ ‘Gaiset Agolant that erst mein did stand 
“Gainst t in Aspramont ou. 
“Is tow 80 spent, (he said) the band, 
“When him, ‘Troyand, and Almontes slew, 
“ With areas more, that you now fear to face 
“One of that very blood, that very race ? 
xv. 
“STE ntrongt in you bebe than then? 
Leas strength in you behold than then? Your might 
this hound (pursued the monarch) show ; 
«TE hound whe on man.—A generous sprite 
“The thought of death roach he fast or slow—* 
“ So that he dies but well olds cheap and light. 
“But where you are, I doubt my fortune 
“For by your succour have I conquered s 





XVL 
This said, he his courser, couched his spear, 
And ynim ; nor of life less free, 
Sir Ogier Scined due King in his eareors 


Namus and Oliver; and, with the three, 
‘Avino, Avolio, Otho, and Berlinghier 5 

(For one without the rest I never see) 

‘And on the bosom, flanks, and on the front, 
‘All smote together at King Rodomont. 
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xvi. 

But let us, sir, for love of Heaven, forego 
Of anger and of death the noisome lore ; 
‘And be it deemed that T have said onow, 
or this while, of that Saracen, not moro 


XVII, 
Of all the cities under eastern skies, 

Most wealthy, populous, and fairly di 

"Tis said, Damascus is ; which distant 

From Selom seven days’ journey ; ite it 

A fertile plain, sbundant fruits sup 

‘Wintor and summer, sojourn of delight, 

Shading the city from the dawning 

A mountain intercepts its a early ray. 


‘Two crystal streams the wealth city scower ; 
Widener 


te gardens, never bare of flower, 
Oeptt of laf with gratefl murmur il 


(Bo plenteo fy they swell) fo turn eal 
‘And that whoover wander through the street, 
Scent, iting fom etch house, a cloud of sweets. 


Prcauty jeuels cnd'in gorseous vox 
Within the frole 5 
cil tes in rt, 

tre neeitte ly the festive dance 

And hore the burghors of the better sork 
Sion their gay and well-rapt conucrs pranos. 
A fairer show remains ; the sumptuous court 
Of barons bold and vassals, who advance, 
Garnished with what cold be procured. of ore 
‘And pearl, from Ind and Exythrean shore. 
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Forward oy tool wpe with his array, 


Obliged onal has palace-roof eey 
‘Where he Jet nought be wan 

‘And cheerfully the questa, with bat 
Next weloomod at lis costly supper board 





XXII. 

‘And told “how he, who Norandino hight, 
“Damascus end all Syria's Kingdom swayed, 
“Native and foreigner had 
“Qn whom the sword of knighthood had been laid, 
“To s fair joust, which at the morrow’s light, 
«Basuin, in tho square was to be made, 


Where they might show. and without further faring, 
“Tf they had valour equal to their bearing.” 


XXIV. 
though he came not that joust to see, 
‘Kecopts the challenge of the cavalier; 


For a when occasion serves, it cannot be 

An evil use to make our worth 4] appear. 

‘Then questioned more of that sol jemnity 5 
—*If 'twere a wonted feast, held every year, 


‘Or in martial course, 
ions wal ey i his warriors’ foree."— 


“The gor; feast our arch will display 

“Bach arth ceeing og he ton wid; 
«This i the first that you will now eur 

“None have been held beside. The cause 29 which bred 
Rete eee ela aaa 

“The sovereign ave 

« After four months, consumed in doleful wise, 

“'Mid tears and groans, with death before his eyes. 


“a toe danger en fine, 

1, Wil ride, an: 18, an at, 
he, with his bi id dame, and knight 
Te eat ap her home, a fair array, 

“Towards is Syrian renim bad shaved his way. 
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XXVIL. 
“ But as we scoured the fell Carpathian sea,* 
© With flowing sheet, wi dintanoe from the chore, 
“A storm assailed us, of such cruel 
«The tempest even scared our pilot 
“Drifting threo days and nights at random wo 
“ Onur devious course ‘mid threatening waves explore; 
“Then, wot and wea land ‘mid yer ‘mid verdant bils, 
«Betwaon well 


ae 
“We our pavilions pitch, and, ‘mid those groves, 
« Joyfully strain our awnings over! 
“ And kitchens there construct, and rustic stoves, 
‘And carpets for the intended banquet 
“ Meanwhile through neighbouring vale the monarch roves, 
“ And secret wood, scarce pervious to the tread, 
« Soeking red deer, goat, fallow-buck, and doe ; 
“ And, following him, two servants bear his bow. 
XXIX. 
“While, with much solace, seated in a round, 
“We from the chase expect our lord’s return, 
Ars along the shore, astound, 
¢ ore, that fearful 2 monster, we discern. 
God grant, fair sir, he never may confound 
“Your eyesight with his semblance foul and stern ! 
“ Better it is of him by fame to hear, 
“Than to behold him by approaching near. 
To calculate the griesl; mount heigh 
“ To monster's height, 
So measureles is he) exceeds all skill ; 
“Of fangus-hue, in place of orbs of sight, 
‘heir sockota bvo amall bones like betrie fl?” 
“Towards us, as I say, he speeds outright 
“ Along the chore, and seems a m0 hill. 
«Tasks jutting out like anvage swine he shows, 
“A breast with drivel foul, and pointed nose. 


XXXL 
“Bunning, the monster comes, and bears his snout 

“Tn guise of brach, who enters on the trail. 

“Worwho behold him fly (a helpless rout), 

“ Wherever terror drives, with visage 

“ ne ttle comfort, diet | he is writhont 

« Ryesight, who winds his plunder in 

«Better than aught sell ts scent and Eh. 
« And wing and plume were needed for our flight. 
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Xxx, 
“ Some here, some there make off, but little gain 
“ By flying him; for swifter is the pest 
“ Than the south wind. Of forty, ten, with pain, 
“ Swimming aboard the bark in safety rest. 
“ Under his arm some wretches of our train 
“He packed, nor empty left his lap or breast : 
“ loaded a capacious scrip beside, 
“Which, like a shepherd's, to his waist was tied. 
XXXII. 
“ Us to his den the sightless monster carried, 
“ Hollowed within a rock, upon the shore ; 
“Of snowy marble was that cavern quarried, 
“ As white as leaf, unstained by inky score. 
with him within the o pare a matron tarri 
“Who marl ‘ief and pain a visage wore. 
“With her were wife and mad, a bumerous court, 
“ Both fair and foul, of every age and sort. 
XXXIV. 
“ as the other, and that near, 
« Almost upon the summit of the rock, 
“ Another cavern was contrived, to rear, 
Le tae ee I 
“Whi i the eful year ; 
“So numerous, it were hard to count his stock : 
“Wont in due season these to pen or loose, 
“ And play the shepherd more for sport than use. 


XXXV. 
“The flesh of man he savoured more than sheep, 
“And this, before he reached the cave, was seen. 
“Three youths of ours, ere yet he climbed the steep, 
“He ate alive, or rather swallowed clean ; 
“Then moved the stone, which closed that cavern deep, 
“ ‘And lodged us there. "With that, to pasture groen 
“Fis flock he led, as wont, the meads among, 
“Sounding the pipe which at his neck was hung 


“ Our lord, hile, returning to the strand, 
meanwhile, e 
“The loss which he had suffered comprehends ; 
“For in deep silence, upoa every han 
<hzough empty tent and hut monarch wends : 
“Nor who has robbed him can he understand ; 
« And fall of terror to the beach deacends ; 
“« Whence he his sailors in the offing sees 
“ Unmoor and spread their canvas to the breeze. 
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XXXVII. 
. “ter mance and sont thts Planaco 
“ cher sent their to conv: 
The monarch thence: but he no sooner knew ad 
“Than has without more though, would ay pursue 
‘ wit more we 
“ ‘And follow, ‘Wheresoe’er he bent his way. 
“To lose Lucina is such cruel pain, 
« ‘That lifo is lonthsome save he her regain. 


XXXVIIL 
“When on the newly printed sand his eyes 
““Norandine fixt, bo with the swifimees sped 
«With which tho 1 of love a man suy 
“Until he reached the cave of which I said, 

we, 

“Tues aae RE ec ina 
“The ore, and deem at every sound we heer, 
“The famished brute about to re-appear. 


xxxix. 
“The monarch to the eave did Fortune guide, 
“When the ore’ wife alone was in the lair. 
the ‘Fh Woe to thee | (she cried) 
“ho d the oro take '—‘ Woeful every where - 
replied) 


“Whether he take oF miss me, kill or spare. 
‘Not hither I by ogi mo, ope 
‘Come with desire beside my wife to die.’ 


xL. 

“He fc afterwards the dame for tidings pressed 
“Of those the orc had taken on the shore ; 
“ And of Lucina above all the rest ; 
“Tf slain or prisoner kept. With kindly lore, 
“ She Nx ino, in return, addressed ; 
“ And said, ‘Lueina lived, nor need he more 
“Have of her future eafety any dread, 
Se 


“Of this may behold the proof in me, 
‘And all these other dames who with me dwell ; 
‘Nor me, nor them the orc offends, so we 
‘Depart not ever from this caverned cell. 
‘Bat nt vainly who would from her prison flee, 


mn from our tyrant fell : 
CBee tive, oroced nih griding band, 
Or, in the sun, stript naked on the sand, 
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XLII. 
* When hither he to-day conveyed your crew, 
‘ The females from the males he severed not ; 
«But, as he took them, in confusion threw 
‘All he had captive made, into that grot. 
* He will soent out their sex; nor tremble, you, 
‘ Lest he the women slay : the others’ lot 
‘Is fixt ; and, of four men or six a-day, 
“Bo sure the greedy ore will make his prey. 


XLUI. 

«Lave no counsel for you how to free 

“The lady ; but content thyself to hear, 

‘She in no r of her life will be, 

‘Who will our lot, in or evil, share. 

«But go, for love of Heaven, my son, lest thee 

‘The monster smell, and on thy body fare ; 

‘ For when arrived, he sniffs about the house, 

‘ And, such his subtle scent, can wind a mouse. 
XLIv. 

“To her the amorous monarch made reply, 

‘ That he the cave would not abandon, ere 

‘He saw Lucina, and near her to die, . 

«Than to live far from her, esteemed more dear.’ 

—“ Seeing that she can nothing more supply 

“Fitted to shake the purpose of the peor, 

“Upon a new design .e matron hits, 

“‘Pursued with all her pains, with all her wits. 
XLV. 

“With slaughtered sheep and goat was evermore 
“The caverh filled, the numerous flock’s increase, 
“Which served her and her household as a store ; 
“ And from the ceiling dangled many a fleece. 
“And hag ho-goot' fot bowela take te grou, 
“ 0 he-goat’s fat bowels take » 
“And with the suet all his members pay, 
“Tatil he drove his natural scent away. 


XLVI. 

“ And when she thought he had imbibed the smell 
“ Which the rank goat exhales, she took the hide, 
“« And made him creep into the s! fell ; 
“Who was well covered by that mantle wide. 
“Him in this disguise she from the cell 
“ Crawling (for such was her command) did guide, 
“Where,  Prisoned by a stone, in her retreat, 
“Was hid his beauteous lady's visage sweet. 

Vou. I, x 
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“ King Norandine, abi foo up his gro 
“ Before the cavern, on the greensward 

“ Homowards and longing core tl evening say 
“ Homews sore, till eve ata} 
att eve he hears the hollow elder's sound, a 
“ whose wonted tune was 
“ Guling abate thom pastas to thet Web payed, 
“By the fell swain who stalked behind his flock. 


XLVI. 

“Think if his hoart is trembling at ita core, 

«When Norandino hears the approaching strains ; 
“ And now advancing to the cavern doo door, 

“The sight of that terrific face sustains 

“ But if fear ahook him, pity “novod iinn raore : 
«You see if he loves well or only feigns ! 

“The ore removed the stone, unl d the cote, 
« And the king entered, amid sheep and goat. 


XLIx. 
«His flock #0 housed, to us the ore descended, 
“But first had eare the cavern door to close: 
«His quant fxo wretghon for his seer cows 
“ His quest, two for his su] a 
“So ia remembrance by this meal olfended. 
<1 male me tremble et: this done, he goes ; 
‘ And being gone, tho Ling his gostish vost 
« Guata olf ao folds his lly to his Breage 


L. 
“Tareshlin eh aes ritjesy 
“She, it suffers 
“ She sees him thither but arned to die, 
“ Who cannot hinder her from being slain. 
on rag no small joy. "mid all the woes, that I,’ 
“To him exclaimed Lucina, ‘ here sustain, 
“That thou wert not among us found to-day, 
«When hither I was brought, the mons A prey. 
Li. 
‘For though to find m: about to leave 
This life, be bitter ye adit me sore, 
«Such is our common instinet, I should 
«But for myself; but whether thee, betes 
‘Or after me, the ore of life bereave, 
‘Assure thyself thy death will pain me more 
‘Than mine.’.“ And thus the dame persista to moan 
“More Norandino’s danger than her own. 
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LI. 
“A hope conducts me here,’ the monarch said, 
“To save thee and thy followers every one ; 
“And, if I cannot, I were better dead, 
«Than living without light of thee, my sun! 
«I trast to scape, an hither I have sped ; 
“As yo shall all, if, as ourselves have done, 
“To compass our design, you do not shrink 
*To imbue your bodies with the loathsome stink.’ 


LI. 

“ The trick he told, wherewith the monster's smell 

“To cheat, as first to him the wife had told: 
“In any caso to clothe usin the fll 
“ That he may feel it issuing from the fold. 
« ‘As many men as women in the cell, 
“We slay (persuaded by the monarch bold) 
“As many goata as with our number square, 
“Of those which stink the most and oldest are. 


Liv. 

“We smeared our bodies with the fruitfal grease 
“Which round about the fat intestines lay, 
“And clothed our bodies with the shazgy floez0: 
“This while from golden dwelling broke the day. 
« ‘And now, his flook returning to release, 
“We viewed the shepherd, with the dawning ray ; 
“ Who, giving breath to the sonorous reeds, 
“Piped forth his prisoned flook to hill and meada. 

Lv. 

“ He held his hand before the opened lair, 
“Test with the herd we istued from the den, 
“And stopt us short ; but feeling wool or hair 
“Upon our bodies, let us go again. 


“Clothed in our shaggy flsces, dames and mon: 
“Nor any issuing thence the monster kept, 
“Till thither, sore alarmed, Lucina crept, 


LVI. 
« Lucina—whether she abhorred the scent, 

« And, like us others, loathed herself to smear, 
“ — Whether * ith a slower gait she went 
“ ight like pretended beast’s a] » 
«Or whether, when the ore her body heat, 
“Her dread so mastered her, she screamed for fear, 
“ —Or that her hair escaped from neck or brow, 
“Was known; nor can Teel inform you how. 

x 
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Lvi. 
“ So were we all intent on our own case, 
“ We for another's danger had no eyes : 
turning at the scream, I saw uncase 

« Already her whom he had made his prise, 

“ And force her to the cavern to retraoe 

« Her ste] yuaint 

“Wend with the flock, where us Sere a, 

“ Through verdant mountains, into ec ererng 
Lvil. 


“ There we awaited, till beneath the shade 
“Secure, we saw the beaked oro asleep ; 
«« When one slong the shore of ocean made, 
« And one betook him to the mountain steep. 
“ “King Norandine his love alone delayed ; 

“Who would return disguised among the sheep, 

“ Nor from the place depart, ‘while Ife remained, 
“ Unless his fai he regained. 


ss 
“ For when before, on the flock issuing out, 
“He saw her prisoned in the cave alone, 
“ Into the orc’s wide throat he was about 
“To spring ; so grief had reason overthrown, 
“ ode freee even to the monster's snout, 
“And, but by title, scaped the stone : 
“Yet him the hope detained amid the 
“ Trusting to bear omer the rock. 


“The ore, at eve, when to the cave again 
“ ‘He brings the herd, nor finds us in the stall, 
«And knows that he must supperless remain, 
“Lucina guilty of the whole does call, 
“ Condemned to stand, fast girded with a chain, 
“Tn open air, upon the summit tall. 
“The who caused her dont with with pitying eye 
“ aay on, and pines,—and 
M and » a 
“ Morning evening, her, enting sore, 
“ Ever the unhappy lover might su survey ; 
«What time he preving wen afield before 
“ The issuing floc Kor homeward took his way. 
“Bhe, with sed faco, and euppliant evermore. 
“ Signed that for love of Heaven he would not stay ; 
“Since there he tarried at great risk of life, 
“Nor could in any thing assist his wife. 


carto xvi. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


“And but remained more constant in his thought. 
“Tn this ead servitude he long was tried, 

“ By Love and Pity bound: till Fortune brought 
“<A pair of warriors to the rocky won, 

‘ G@radasso, and Agrican’s redoubted son :* 
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LXxm. 
“ Where, with their arms so wrought the champions brave, 


“They freed Lucina from the chains she wore, 
(Though her Wit less than Fortune served to save) 
« And running to the sea their burden bore: 
“Hier to her father, who was there, they gave. 
“This was at morn, when in the cavern hoar, 
« Mixt with the goats, king Norandino stood, 
“Which ruminating, chewed their grassy food: 
LXIv. 


“ But when, st day-light, ‘twas unbarred, and now 
“He was ii that his wife was gone ; 

“ For the ore’s consort told the tale, and how, 
“Tn every point, the thing rehearsed was done ; 
« Ho thanked 

«That, since “twas granted her such ill to shun, 
“He would direct his wife to some repair, 

“Whence he might free her, by arms, gold, or prayer. 


LXV. . 
oT with the flat-nosed herd his way 
He took, and for green meads rejoicing made. 
«Ho here expected, till the monster lay 
“Extended, underneath the gloomy shade: 
“‘Then journeyed all the night end all the day ; 
“Till, of the cruel ore no more afrai 
“He climbed a bark on Satalia’s strand, 
‘And, three days past, srrived on Syrian land. 


LXVI. 

“Tn Cyprus, and in Bhodes, by tower and town, 

ich in near Egypt, Turkey, or Afric lay, 
“The king bade seek Lucina up and down, 
“Nor hear news of her till the other day. 
“The other day, his father-in-law made known, 
“ He had her safe with him. What caused her stay 
“In Nicosia, was a cruel gale . 
“ Which had long time been adverse to her sail. 
* Mandricardo, 


Is Godson Donal ith promiaed vow, 
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“The for pleasure of the Uings tru, 
_ the costly feast in solemn state ; 

“ And will on each fourth moon that shall ensue 

“ Make one, resembling this we celebrate. 

“' Pleased of that time the met to renew 

« That he, in the ore’s cavern, to wait, 

“ —For four months and a day—which is to-morrow ; 
“When he was rescued from such cruel sorrow. 

LXVIIL. 

“Tho things related I in part deseried, 

“ And from him, present at the the whole heard more ; 
« From Norandine, through calend and through ide, 
«Bont, él ho chatged totamiles his anguish teres 

“ And if from other you hear aught beside, 

“Say, he is ill instracted in his lore.” 

‘The Syrian gentleman did thus display 

The orton of tin at and fray. 


Tapes tah ie 


tee iat Lore ah Pil foe 
‘Was proved in that so dread experimen 


‘Then rising, when the supper's 8 
‘Was cleared, to good and pleasant rae eat went 5 
‘And, as the nal morning fairly bro 
To sounds of triumph and rejoicing woke. 
LxxX: 
The circling drums’ and trumpete strain 
hance all the town witha the ayaa 
dnd now, when mist with wound of home and wai, 
Loud outeries through the streeta repeated are, 


soni, impassable by spear or bran 
Bho the white fy, hed terapered with hee band. 
LXXI 


‘The man of Antioch in his company, 


With and good, the course to run ; 
Who with i recreate chivalry, 
bring the warriors to the square is gone ; 
With uires afoot and mounted steed, 
‘Whom he bestowed, aa aptest for their neods, 
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LXXm. 

They in the square arrived and stood aside, 

Nor of themselves awhile would make dinply 

Better to see the martial gallants rid 

By twoe and threes, or singly, to the fray, 

One told, by colours cunningly allied, 

His joy gr sorrow to his lady gey 

One, with a painted Love on crest or shield, 

If she were cruel or were kind, revealed. 
Lxxim. 

Tt was the Syrians’ practice in that age 

‘To arm them in this fashion of tho west, 


i those days of the sacred thonane 
‘That God incarnate with his presence blest ; 
Which now, to them abandoned by the train 
Of wretched Christians, heathen hounds profane. 
LXXIv. 
God’s worshippers, where they should couch the lance, 
For furtherance of his holy faith and true, 
Against each other's # breast the spear advance, 
To the destruction of 
You men of Spain, and you, ye men of France, 
And Switzers, turn your steps elsewhere, and you, 
‘e Germans, worthier empire to acquire ; 
For that te won for Christ! which you desire, 


IXXv, 
Ie verily most Christian you would be, 
=I Dealt to you, that Catholic are hight— 


Wy seek you not Jerusalem to free 
From renegades? By Turkish Moslomite 
Impare, why is Byzantium, with the best, 
portion of the world, posseatP 
LXXvI. 
Thou §) hast thou not fruitful Afric nigh ?* 
hon Spain, hat thon nol feu Adio ni 
Than Italy ? yet her to scathe, that high 
‘And noble enterprize wilt thou give o'er. 
‘Alas! thou sleepest, drunken Italy, 
Of overy vioe and crime the fetid sewer! 
Nor grivost, as « handmai, 10 obey, 
In turn, the nations that have owned thy sway. 
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LXXvi. 
If fear of famishing within thy cave, 
Switzer, does thee to Lombardy convey, 
And thou, among our le, dost: but crave 
‘A hand t6 give thee dail Fsadnor dag 
The Turk has ready wealth ; across the wave, 
Drive him from Europe or from Greece away: 
So shalt thou in those part have wherewithal 
To feed thy hunger, or more nobly fall. 
LXXVuL 


I to the German neighbour of thy lair 
Say what I say to thee; the wealth o’ the west, 
Which Constantine brought off from Rome, is there— 
Brought off the choicest, gave away rest?)— 
There golden Hermun aad Pactolus are, 

‘Mygdonia and Lydia: nor that country blest, 
‘Which many tales for many praises nove, 
If thou wouldst thither wend, is too remote. 


li ee 

Thou might ion, i art charged to keep 

‘The Toye of Paradiso a wes hty care, 
Oh! let not Italy lie ph in sleep, 
th strong hand is planted in her ai. 

'o thee, his shepherd, God, to guide his sheep, 
‘Has given that wand and furious name to bear ; 
That thou may’st roar, and wide thine arms extend, 
‘And so from greedy wolves thy flock defend. 


LXXX. 
But whither have I roved! who evermore 
‘So from one topic to the other stray? 
Yet think not 4 the road I kept before 
To have missed eo far, but I can find my way. 
Laid, the Syrians then observed the love 
Of arming like the Christi 
So that Damascus’ crowded aquare was bright 
‘With coruet, plate, and helm of belted knight. 


LXXxI. 

The lovely ladies from their scaffolds throw . 

Upon the jousters yellow flowers ‘and red ; 
ile these, as loud the brazen trumpets blow, 

Make their steeds leap and wheel ly 
Each, rode he well or ill, his art would show, 
‘And with the goring spur his courser bled. 
Hence this good cavalier earns fame and praise, 
‘While others scornful hoots and laughter raise. 
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: LXXXIL 

A suit of arms was prive of the assay, 
Presented to the king some days before ; 
Which Ite a merchant found upon the way, 
Returning from Armonia ; this the more 
‘To grace, a vest, with noblest tissue gay, 
The Syrian king eubjoinod, so powdered o'er 
‘With jewels, gold, and pearls in rich device, 
They made the meed a thing of passing price. 

‘ LXXxI. 
If the ing had known the pan 


That by the way the harness 
A prey to whosoever past the road. 


LXXxXxIv. 
Of this you more in other plaoe shall hear. 
Of Gryphon now I tell, who at the just 
Arrived, saw broken many a knightly spear, 
And more than one good stroke and one thrust. 
Eight were there who made league , dear 
To Norandine, and held in sovereign trast ; 
‘Youths quick in arms and practised in the shock : 
All lords, or acions of illustrious stock. 
: LXxxv. 
soe ba Sete, 
comers for a day ; 
At neat lance, and next with oword or mace, 
‘While them the king delighted to survey. 
Ofttimes Pierce the corslet’s iron case, 
And every thing in fio porform in play, 
‘Which foemen do that deadly weapons measure, 
Save that the king may part them at his pleasure. 


LXXXxvI1. 

That witless Antiochite, who, worthily, 
By name was cowardly Martano hight, 
Pee the mobs Genk oan 

er of the noble on’s might, 

Into the martial press rides valiantly, 
Then stops ; and the issue of a furious fight, 
‘Which had begun between two cavaliers, 
To wait, retiring from the strife, appears. 
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LXXXVII. 

Seleucia’s lord, of those companions ope 
Combined in that emprize to ki place, 
‘Who then a course with bold Ogbrang an 
‘Wounded the unhappy warrior in mid-face, 
8o that he slew him ; ‘mourned by every one, 
‘Who as a worthy knight the warrior grace, 
And over and above his worth, bef 
All others, hold him for his polescotl lore, 

LXXXxvi, 

‘When vile Martano from his place discerned 
The fate which might be Ba with fearful eye, 
into his craven nature he returned, 


rt Se eis ty : 
bat it te matchfal Gryp! turned, 
after much ado, with act and 


cry, 
Greed han aginst ok ht upon the ground, 
At tho rating well aca kip the found 


Who ill the brindled beast for 
10 18 it 
Trenty yards, and, after, sop ob bert 
how he bahcids his flashing ey: when 
He sees the gricaly boast his tooth display 
"Twas thus, before those valiant gentlemen 


present there in fair array, 
Bearki Mavibao seized with pani reed, 
Turned to the right his courser’s rein and head, 


xc. 

‘Yet he who would excuse the sudden wheel, 

Upon his courser might the blame bestow : 

But afer, hea il hs etoken di del, 
Demosthenes cause might well forego. 
‘With paper armed he seems, and not with steel, 
So shrinks he at the wind of every blow: 

mt he breaks the orared dion rough 

‘Amid fond laughter from the circling 

Clapping of hands, and orion a every turn, 

and cries, at evi 
Pine en hemall Chee ratble widely spread, 

Asa wolf sorely hunted makes return 

To earth, to his retreat Martano fled. 

Gryphon remained, and sullied with the scorn 

Esteemed himself, which on his mate was shed; 

And rather than be there, he, in his ire, 

‘Would gladly find himself i’ the midst of fire. 
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Xcrl. 
‘With burning heart, and visage red with shame, 
He thinks the knight’s disgrace is all his own, 
Because by deeds like his with whom he came, 
‘He weens the mob expects to see him known. 
So that it now behoves his valour flame 
More clear than light, or they, to censure prone, 
s breadth—an inch—will swell 


Xcmi. 
Already he the lance upon his thigh 

‘Has rested, little used to miss the foo : 
‘Then makes with flowing rein his coureer fy, 
‘And next, somedeal advanced, directa the blow ; 
‘And, smiting, puts to the last agon 
Sidonia’s youthful lord, by him laid low. 
O'ercome with wonder each assistant rises, 
‘Whom sore the unexpected deed surprises. 


XcIv. 
Grpphon retumed, and did the weapon wield, 
ole and recovered, which he couched before, 

And in three pieces broke it on the shield 

Which bold Laodicta’s baron bore. 

‘Thrice or four times about to press the field 

‘Ho seemed, and lay along the crupper, sore 

‘Astound ; yet rose at length, unsheathed his blade, 

‘Wheeled his good courser, and at Gryphon made, 


xXcv. 

hon, who in his saddle sees the peer 

Ivancing towards him, nor unseated by 
The encounter, says ; “ The failure of the spear, 
“Tn a few strokes the sabre shall supply ;” 
And on his temples smote a stroke so shear 
It seemed that it descended from the sky ; 
And matched it with another, and again 
Another, till he stretched him on the plain, 

Here two good brothers of Apamis were, 

In tourney wont to have the upper band: 
Corimbo named and Thyrsis was the pair; 
Both overturned by Gryphon on the land. 
One ‘at the encounter left his saddle bare, 
On the other Gryphon used his trenchant brand : 
This valiant knight was, in the common trust, 
Sure to obtain the honours of the just. 
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XcVII. 
Bold Salinterno, mid the warlike train, 


And was, withal, ¢ man of might : 
The tourney’s prize/he sees, with much disdain, 
About to be born off by foreign knight, 
A lance he snatches, and to hon criea, 
‘And him with many menaces 
But he mak iia mas 
sat es answer with a 5 
Out of ten others chosen es the bert; 
And lovelling at the backler «of the er 
‘or greater surety, pierces and breast. 
*Twixt rib and n, it bored the cavalier, 
Issuing a palm behind. To all the rest, 
The king exeepted, welcome was the blow: 
For was greedy Salinterno’s foe. 
XCIX. 


inder , the king’s militia led ; 


This lightly a the . 
fat, reversed, upon the ground o’erlaid 

By his weak horse, too feeble to withstand 

Bir Gryphon’s mighty push and puissant hand. 


c. 

Yet in the ficld remained Seloucia’s knight, 

‘The best of all the other seven at need ; 

‘And one who well accompanied his might 

‘With perfect armour and a gallant steed. 

Both at the helmet, where it locks, take sight, 

‘And with their spears to the encounter speed : 

But Gryphon hardest smote, whose peynim foo 

Lost his left stirrup, staggered by the blow. 


cL 

They cast the truncheons down, their coursers wheel, 

‘And, fall of daring, with drawn falchions close. 

Sir Gryphon was the first a stroke to deal, 

‘Which might have eplit an anvil; atthe blow's 

Dosoont, the shield is plintored— bono and stosl— 

This had ite lord mid thousand others chose 5 

And, but ’twas double, and the coat as well, 

‘The sword had cleft the thigh on which it fell. 





CANTO XVI ORLANDO FURIOR0, sy 
He of Sel Bir Gryphon’ 
e of Seleucia at Si ns oF 
‘At the same time, #0 fall a blow : 
I¢ would have rent and torn the iron mask, 
Had it not been enchanted like the rest. 
‘The paynim’s labour i a fruitless tank 
arms 60 hard Sir in posseat 5 
Fie ne ee ee eats 
In many parts, nor thrown away a strake. 


Had not the monarch quickly opt the fray, 

To his king Norandino e the word, 
‘And bade them enter, and the duel stay : 

They part the knights, whom they asunder bear, 
‘And uch the King is ‘landed for his care. 


civ. 

The eight, who had to keep the field pretended 
From ail the world, nor yet their part had done 
On a sole knight,—their quarrel i 

Hod vanished from the tlt-yard ono by one. 
The others, who with them should have 
Stood idle; for to answer them was none. 
Since Gryphon had forestalled, in the debate, 
‘What they should all have done against those eight ; 


ov. 
And, for such little time endured the play, 
‘Less than an hour sufficed to finish all. 
But Norandine, the pastime to delay, 
And to continue it till even-fall, 
Descending from his place, bade clear the way ; 
‘And the huge squad divided, at his call, 
Into two troops, whom, ranked by blood and might, 
The monarch formed, and matched for other fight. 


cvL 

Sir Gryphon, during this, had made return 
‘Homeward, with anger and with fary stung; 
Tess thinking of his honours than the scorn 

. ‘Which on the vile Martano had been flung. 
Hence, from himself the opprobrious shame to tara, 
Martano now employs his lying tongue ; 
‘And she, the false and cunning courtezan, 
Assists him in his scheme as best she can. 
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cvit. 
‘Whether the youth believed the tale or no, 
He the excuse received, like one discreet ; 
‘And deemed it best for them at once to go, 
‘And secretly and silently retreat, 
For foar, that if the populace should know 
Martano base, they him might ill entreat. 
Bo, by short ways and cloo, they guit the abode 
‘And issue from the gates upon their road. 


CVIIr. 
Sir hon, was he or his horse foredone 
‘With toil, or was it sleep his eyes down-weighed, 
Ere yet the troop two miles had gone, 
‘At tho first inn upon the highway stayed. 
He doffed his armour all, and morion, 
‘And had the steeds of trappings disarrayed ; 
‘And next alone he to a chamber sped, 
Locked himself in, undrest, and went to bed. 


crx. 
Niphan with door leer copeest he lobed his 
wil sleep opprest, he i 
Bo heavily, no badgers in their lair, rer 
Or drmite, eros with lumber, 
artano ‘igille, to take the air, 
whe a 


Entered this garden which was nigh ; 
‘And there the strangest fraud together ey 
Which ever entered into mortal 


ox. 
aed gear ie hah Se Guyane had been digh 
gear, in which Sir on en dight, 
‘And stand before the monarch, in the weed 
Of him who had in joust so proved his might. 
‘As he had shaped ist thought, he did the deed : 
He took away the warrior’s horse, more white 
‘Than milk, his buckler, surcoat, arms, and crest ; 
In all Sir Gryphon’s knightly ensigns drest. 
OXI. 
He, who was clad in trappings not his own, 
Like the ass mantled in the lion’s hide, 
‘As ho d, to the king, unknown, 
‘Was called in place of Gryphon: when descried 
Of Norandine, he rising from his throne, 
Embraced and kissed, and placed him by his side : 
Nor deems enough to praise and hold him dear, 
But wills that all around his praise should hear : 
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cxit. 
And bids them the sonorous metal blow, 

him the conqueror of that day : 

And ‘ound about loud voices, high and low, 
y name throughout the lista ist convoy. 

Ho wills that, sido by side. with him shall go 
‘The knight, whon homeward he shall take his way ; 
And him such favour shows, intent to please, 
As might have honoured ‘Mars or Hercules. 


cxin. 
‘Him lodgings fair he gave, wherein to dwell 
At court ; and she who with the pe did ride 
Was honoured yd bene ay and oiied. 
le, —wit 9 
But it is time that I of Grethon Perit ® 
‘Who unsuspecting, she, or wight beside, 
Him would wi with treacherous stratagem deceive, 
Had fallen asleep, nor ever waked till eve. 
OXIv. 
‘When he how late it was, awaking, knew, 
‘With speed he from the chamber did withdraw ; 
And hastened where he, with the other crew, 
Loft Origille and her false brother-in-law : 
And when, nor these, nor, upon better view, 
‘His armour nor his wonted clothes he saw, 
Suspicious waxed ; and more suspicion breed 
ensigns of his comrade left instead. 
CXv. 
The host, arriving, him at full possest 
Of every thing,—and how, in white array, 
That warrior, with the ater the rest, 


Hiad to the city measured back their way. 
By litle and by litle, guessed 
f love Hor hen had Weldon that day; 


And knew, to his great sorrow, in the other 
Origille’s paramour, wd ot her brother. 


‘Now he lamenting for his fy @ 
‘That having heard the ly side the pilgrim said, 
‘Ho should have let her story change hi ie ood, 

‘Who him before so often bad betrayed. 
He might havo venged himself, nor did ;—now would, 
‘Too late, init the punishment delayed ; 
ed (a orying error!) in his need 
fo take Ut wily treachour’s arma and stood. 
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cxvi. 
He better would have gone like naked man, 
‘Than braced the unworthy cuirass on his breast ; 
Or hastened the detested shield to span, 


Or place upon his helm the scorned crest. 

Bat of the lover, and that courtezan, 

He, passion on mastering reason, took the quest: 

‘And bending to Damascus’ gate his way. 

‘Arrived an hour before the close of day. 
CxvVIn. 


On the left hand s castle richly 
, that it was strong and are 
it was armed for fight, 
Pelee sme rae took 
st of Trent ing, lord, an‘ it, 
And lady, in a gentle group bestowed, 
ly met, 


There in an open 
Ware ot thee pind ante oti mero 
Wi the high tower the besutsous gallery, clear 


d the all, projected out, 
ora tS dibcoverod, far and near, 





Tho specious fields and diferent roade about 
n now, in his o] pprobrious get AT, 

Nee arms, dishonoured by the rabble’s flout, 

Makes, by ill fortune, to the gate resort, 


He by the king is seen, and all his court : 
Oxx. 
ANE: (atve and insight moves lnghten thao through the 
in ant it moves ter, tI 
The wie Harts, asa man pho car is sng 
e sits next below 
‘And noxt, she, whom her love #0 ie gs 
‘Whom Norandino gaily questioning, 
Demands of them, who is the coward knight, 
‘That of his honour makes so passing light ; 


OxXxI. 

‘Who, after feat so base and foul, anew 

Approaches, with such front and shameless cheer, 
ies, “Tt seems a thing unheard, that you, 

“An excellent aiid worthy cavalier, 
“ Should take this man for your companion, who 
“ Has not in all our wide Levant his peer. 
“Did you with him for contrast-sake combine, 
“That 0 your valour might more brightly shine P 
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« —But did not love for you -_ vill restrain, 
“By the eternal gods, I truly swear, 
“BD, ghould endeve such ignominious stain, 
« As I am wont to make his fellows share : 
«Him would I make of of my Jon jmursed disdain 
“Of cowardice perpetual 
“To you, by wiom he hither was conveyed, 
“If now unpunished, let his thanks be paid. 
CXXIIL. 
That vessel of all filthy vices, he, 
Made answer ; “ Mighty sir, I cannot say 
“ Who is the stranger, that fell in with me 
« Journeying from Antioch hither, by the way: 
“But bin I ‘worthy of my com] 
“ Deemed, by his warlike semblance 3 lea astray. 
“T nothing of his deeds have heard or seen, 
“Save what ill feats to-day have witnessed been ; 
CXXIV. 
“ Which moved me 0, it little lacked but I, 
< Hor punishment of his unworthy fear, 
“Had put him out of case again to ply, 
“Tn martial tournament, the sword or spear ; 
“ ‘And, but in reverence to your majesty 
“And presence, I forbore my hand to rear, 
“ Not for his sake :—nor be thy juerey 8 honed 
“On him, ‘a8 my companion on the road. 
OXXvV. 
“ Whose former fellowship ip appears PpeaTe 8 atain ; 
“ ever sit hea eart, 
“Tf I, uninjured, seo the he wretch again 
“Scape, to the scandal of the warlike art. 
« Twere better he from tower, a worthy pain, 
“ Were gibbeted, than suffered to depart : 
“Hung as a beacon for the coward’s gaze. 
“Such were a princely deed, and worthy praise.” 
CXXVI. 
‘A voucher he in Origilla had, 
‘Who well, without a sign, his purpose read. 
“I deem not,” cried the king, “his works so bad, 
“That they chould cost the stranger knight his head : 
“ Enough that he again the people 
‘For penance of he weighty ein pre said, 
He quia icky called a baron of his crew, 


enjoined the deed he was to do. 
a L bg 
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CXXVIL. 
With many armed men that baron fares, 
And to te city-gate descending, hero 
lect his troop, and for the attempt prepares, 
Waiting the coming of the cavalier) 
‘And him surprises 80 at unawares, 
Ho, softly, ‘brixt two bridges, takos the peer 
‘And him detains, with mockery and scorn, 
Ina dark chamber, till returning morn. 
CXXVIIL 

The early sun had scarce his golden hair 
plified from his ancient nurse's breast, 

inning, Uy ine regions bare, 

To’chase tho thades and gild the mountain-crest, 
‘When Martan’, feari might declare 
His wrong, and to the king the truth attest, 
Retorting upon him the slander cast, 

Took leave, and thence upon his journey past. 
CXXIX. 

His ready wit a fit excuse supplics 
Why Be stays not, to 80 ‘he rocreant shown. 
He is with other gifts, beside the prize, 
Rewarded for the victory, not his own, 

‘And letters patent, drawn in ample wise, 
erein his lofty honours wide are blown. 
Let him depart ; I promise he shall meet 
‘A guerdon worthy of his treacherous feat. 
hon is brought with share into th 
on is brought wit e into the square, 
en it is fully thronged with gazing wight, 
Whom they of curane and of helnoh bare 
And leave in simple cassock, meanly dight ; 
‘And, as to slaughter he conducted were, 
Place on a wain, conspicuous to the sight ; 
‘Harnessed to which two sluggish oows are seen, 
‘Weary and weak, and with long hunger lean, 
Thronging about the i whe ar 
about the ignoble car, a 
Brazen faced boy and girl of evil fame, 
‘Who, each in turn, will play the charioteer, 
‘And all sseail the knight with bitter blame. 
The boys might be a cause of greater fear, 
For, joined to marks and mows, and words of shame, 
The warrior they with volleyed stones would slay, 
But that the wiser few their fury stay. 
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CXXXII. 

That which of his di had been the ground, 
‘Though no true bess iets his mail 
And plate, are dragged in due dishonour round, 
Suspended at the ful waggon’s tail. 
‘The wain is stopt, aud to the trumpet’s sound, 
Heralds, in front of a tribunal's pale, 
His shame, before his eyes, amid the crowd, 
(Another's evil deed) proclaim aloud. 

They take their sr thence, snd 
ey take isoner thence, 80 repail 
In front of temple, dwelling-house, and store 3 
Nor any cruel name of mockery § 
Nor leave unsaid a word of filthy lore; 
‘And him at last without the city bear : 
‘The foolish rabble, trusting evermore 
‘Their thrall to banish to the sound of blows, 
‘Who passing little of its prisoner knows. 

CXXXIV. 

The warrior's gyves no sooner they undo, 
And from their manacles free either hand, 
Than Gryphon seizes shield and sword, and, through 
The rabble, makes long furrows with his brand. 
With pike and spear unfurnished was the crew, 
‘Who without weapons came, a witless band. 
The rest for other canto I suspend, 
For, sir, ‘tis time this song should have an end. 








CANTO XVIII. 


ARGUMENT. 


Gryphon is venged. Sir Mandricardo goes 
In search of Argier’s king. Charles wins the fight. 
Marphisa Norandino's men o'erthrows. 

Due pains Martano's cowardice requite. 

‘A favouring wind Marphisa’s galley blows, 

For France with Gryphon bound and many a knight. 
‘The field Medoro and Cloridano tread, 

And find their monarch Dardinello dead. 
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And ere judge another, many a day, 
nd moulded Year, your sontance to delay. 
Tit. 
Had Norandine been with your care endued, 


‘A stain more black than pitch he cast upon 
His name: through him, his people were pursued 
‘And put death by Olivero’s son; 


Iv. 
Whither fear drives, in rout, the others all, 
Some scattered here, some there, on every side, 
Fill road and field ; to gain the city-wall 
Some strive, and smothered in the mighty tide, 
One on another, in the gateway fall. 
Gryphon, all thought of pity laid aside, 
‘Threats not nor speaks, but whirls his sword about, 
‘Well venging on the crowd their every flout. 
Vv. 


‘weepin, speed, 
Nor torn tha epee behind them as they fly: 
While, throug] ample city, out 
And noise, and tumult rises the crowd. 
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Vi. 
Two nimble Gryphon seizes, mid the train, 

‘When to their woe the bridge is raised ; of one, 
Upon the field the warrior strews the brain, 

ich he beats out on a hard grinding stone; 
Seized by the breast, the other of the twain 
Over the city-wall by him is thrown. 
Fear chills the townamen’s marrow, when they spy 
The luckless wretch descending from the sky. 


vo. 
Many there were who feared in their alarms, 

Lest o'er the wall Sir Gryphon would have vaulted ; 

Nor greater panic seized upon those swarms, 

Than if the soldan had the town assaulted. 

‘The sound of running up and down, of arms, 

Of ery of Muezzins, on high exalted ; 

Of drums and 


and trumpets, heaven, ‘twould seem, rebounded, 
And that the world was by the noise confounded. 
vu. 
But I will to another time delay, 


‘What chanced on this occasion, to recount. 
"Tis meet I follow Charles upon his way, 
Hurrying in search of furious Rodomont, 
Who did the monaroh’s suffering poople say. 
I said, with him, the danger to affront, 
‘Went Namus, Oliver, the Danish peer,® 
Avino, Avolio, Otho, and Berlinghier. 


OX, 

Hight lances’ shock, that eight such warriors guide, 
"Which all at once against tho king they rest, 
Endured the stout and scaly verpent’s hide, 
In which the cruel Moor his limbs had drest. 
‘As a barque rights itself,—the sheet untied, 
‘Which held its sail,—by growing wind opprest ; 
So speedily Sir Rodomont arose, 
‘Though a hill had been uprooted by the blows. 


loin, 
and Mark and Matthew from St. Michael's plain, 
‘With the eight of whom I spake, all set upon 
The foe, with Edward and Sir Arimane ; 
‘Who leading succours from the English shore, 
Had lodged them in the town short time before. 
© Ogier. 
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XL. 
Not so, well-keyed into the solid stone, 
Groans upon Alpine height the castle good, 
‘When by rude Boreas’ rage or Burns strown, 
Uptorn are ash and fir in mountain-wood, 
As groans Bir Rodomont, with pride ofrblown, 
ed with anger and with thirst of blood : 
‘And, as the thunder and the lightning’s fire 
Fly coupled, such his vengeance and his ire. 





XxIL. 
He at his head took aim who stood most nigh ; 
Ughetto was the miserable wight, 
ato. pho tea he clove, and Tet to di 
mper was his helmet bright. 
‘Aa wall the othere many strokes let fly wre 
‘At him, himself ; which all the warrior smite, 
But harm (so hard the dragon's hide) no more, 
‘Than needle can the solid anvil score. 
XII 

All the defences, round, abandoned are, 

‘The unpeopled city is abandoned all ; 

For, whore the danger is the grostest, there 
The many give their aid, at Charles's call 
Through overy street they hurry to the square, 
Bince flying nought availa, from work and wall. 
Their bosoms so the monarch’s presence warms, 
‘That each again takes courage, each takes arms. 

XIV. 
‘As when within the closely-fastened cage 

+ “Of an old lioness, well used to fight, 


‘An untamed bull is prisoned, to 
The savage monster’ for the mob’s delight ; 
The cubs, who seo him cresting in his rage, 
‘And round the den loud-bellowing, to the sight 
‘Of the huge beast’s enormous horns unused, 
Cower at a distance, timid and confused ; 


xv. 
But if the mother spring at him, and hang, 

Fixing her cruel fusks into his ear, 

Her whelps as well will blood their greedy fang, 

‘And, bold in her defence, assail the steer : 

One bites his paunch, and one his back: 80 sprang 
* ‘That band upon the paynim cavalier. 

From roof and window, and from place more nigh, 

Poured in a ceaseless shower, the weapons fly 
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Xvi. 
Of cavaliers and footmen such the squeeze, 
That hardly ean the place the prose contain: 
They cluster there as thick as swarming bees, 


or turnips he ot ta Sears the train, 
he Rodomont in twenty days would clear 
‘The gathering crowd, united far and near. 


XVIL 
. Taknowing he how himsel? from Tiience to free, 
18 e is angered sore, 
Wine hide the the Gathering rabblery, 
Staining the ground with thousands slain or more ; 
And al the while, in his extremity, 
Finds that his breath comes thicker than before ; 
‘And sees he cannot pierce the hostile round, 
‘Unless he thence escape while strong and sound. 


XVIII. 
‘The monarch rolls about his horrid eyes, 

And sees that foes all outlets barricade ; 
But, at the cost of countless enemies, 
A path shall quickly by his hand be made. 

ere Fury calls him, lo! the felon hies, 
_ brandishes on high his trenchant t blade 

To assail the newly entered British bi . 
‘Which Edward and Sir Ariman oma. 


XIX. 
‘He who has seen the fence, in well-thronged 
(Against whowe stakes the eddyin crore is borne) 
eceh gee te 
long day, 8, ani sorn ; 
‘Who bunts the scattered people here and there, 
deal thus or tha now hoists upon his hora ; 
Let him as such, or fiercer yet, account, 
‘When he breaks forth, the cruel Rodomont. 


xx. 
At one cross blow fifteen ot twenty foes 
‘He hews, as miny leaves without a head, 
At cross or downright-stroke ; as if he rows 
At last at tn d oid bod the aynim 
t last fmeared wit 
Safe from the place, ‘which he has Leeped vith dead 5 
And wheresoe'er he turns his stepe, are left 
Heads, arms, and other members, maimed and cleft. 
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xxi. 
He! from the square retires in such 0 mode, 
fone can perceive that danger him appals ; 
But, during this, what were the safest road, 
By which fo sally, he to thought recals. 
He comes at last to where the river flowed 
Below the isle, and past without the walls. 
Tn daring men at arms and mob increase, 
‘Who press him sore, nor let him part in peace. 


XXIL 
As the high- beast, whom hunters start 
Tn the Sid Notado or Masmiian shaoe 


‘Who, even in flying, shows his noble heart, 

‘And threatening seeks his lair with sluggish pece ; 
From that strange wood of sword, and spear, and dart, 
‘Tarns Rodomont, with action nothing base ; 

‘And etl impeded by the galling foe, 

‘Makes for the river with long steps and slow. 


XXL 
‘Ho turned upon the rabble-rout who bayed 
Behind him, thrice or more, by anger driven, 
And stained anew his falchion, by whose blade 
‘More than a hundred deadly wounds were given, 
Bat reason, finally, his fury stayed 
Before the bloody carnage stank to heaven ;? 
‘And he, with better counsel, from the side 
Cast himself down into Seine’s foaming tide. 


XXIV. 

Athwart the current swam, with arms and all, 

‘As if by corks upborn, the cavalier. 

‘Though thou Anteus bred’st, and Hannibal, 

© Africa! thou never bred’st his peer !— 

‘When now across the stream, without the wall, 

‘He turned, and saw the royal town appear, 

—To have traversed all the city moved his ire, 

Leaving it undestroyed by sword or fire ; 


xXV. 
‘And him eo sorely anger stung and pride, 

hither he thooght's second timo es 

‘And from his inmost booom groaned and sighed, 

Nor would depart until he lad it low. 

But he saw ono along the river-side 

‘Approsch, who made him rage and hato forego ; 

Birait shail you hear who ‘twas, approached the kang, 

But firet I Bave to say of other thing, 
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XXVIL 

Ihave of haughty Discord now to say, 

To whom the i Michael gave command, 
qo heat to enmity and fleroe aay 

The best of Agramant’s besiging band. 

e went that evening from , 
Bh we tha ring ew, 
—Left it to Fraud to feed, till her return, 
The war, and make the fire she kindled burn ; 


XXVIL 

And she believed, that she with greater power 

Should go, did Pride with her as well repair ; 

‘And she (for ali were guested in one bower) 

In search of her had little way to fare. 

Pride went with her; but, that in hall or tower, 

arr tae ae t duly bear, 

Bhe for those days she absent thought to be, 

For her lieutenant left Hypocrisy.* 


XXVIU. 
The implacable Discord went, and with the dame, 
cae of the enterprize, was Pride) 
ma her road ; and found that, by the same, 
joureying to the peynim camp, beside, 
mnfortlees Jeslousy, va 
A little dwarf, attending as a guide ; 
‘Who erst had been sont forward with advice 
To Sarza’s king, by beauteous Doralice. 


XxIx, 
‘When she fell into Mandricardo’s hand, 
(I have before recounted when and here) 
She had in secret given the dwarf command, 
Ho to the king should with the won ian fare 5 
By whom she hoped not vainly woul 
Tho tale her messenger was 
But wondarous deoks bo done foe her ret” 
‘With sad and signal vengeance on the thief. 
XxX. 
Jealousy had that little dwarf espied, 
‘And kenned the reason of his mission too, 


But with more joy, when she the occasion knew 
Which thither brought the dame, who much (she wist) 
‘Might in the task she had in hand assist, 
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XXXI. 

Of means to embroil the Sarzan and the son 
Of Agrican,® sho deoms herself possest. 
A certain mode to enrage these two is won ; 
‘And other means may work upon the rest. 
She thither with the dwarfish page is gone, 
‘Whore the force Pagan in his clutch had prest 
Proud Paris; and they reached the river-strand, 
Exactly as the felon swam to land. 


XXXII 
As oon as the redoubted Rodomont 
‘Knew in the dwarf the courier of his dame, 
He all his rage extinguished, cleared his front, 
‘And felt his courage brighten into flame. 
‘All ele he deems the courier may recount, 
Bave that a wight had brought him scaith and shame, 
‘And cries (encountering him with cheerful brow) 
“How fares our lady P whither sent art thou P” 


XXXII. 
: “Nor mine nor thine that lady will I say, 
“ Who is another's thrall,” the dwarf replied. 
“We, on our road, encountered yesterday 
“A Knight, who seized and bore away the bride.” 
Jealousy, upon this, took up the play, 
‘And, cold as asp, embraced the king: her guide 
Parsued his tale, relating how the train, 
Their mistress taken, by one man were slain. 


XXXIV. 

Her flint and steel, fell Discord, as he said, 

‘Took forth, and somewhile hammered on the stone. 

Pride, underneath, the ready tinder 9 

And the quick fire was in a moment blown: 

‘This on the paynim’s soul so fiercely fed, 

He could not find a resting place: "aid 

‘And sob he storms, with horrid face and eye, 

‘Which threats the elements and ample sky. 


XXXv. 
As tiger rages, who in vain descends 
Into her den, and finds herself alone, 
And, circling all the cavern, comprehends, 
‘At last, that her beloved young are gone ; 
To ire, to rage like hers his wrath extends: 
Nor night the king regards, nor rock, nor stone, 
Nor stream :—Nor | of way nor storm arrest 
‘The speed with which he on the plunderer prest. 
Mandricardo, 
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So the Gea ho bore 
raging, to the pigmy wi 
news, exolsimed the King, “Now hence away!” 
_ horse he waits nor , nor, before 
eparting, deigns to Ais a word to say. 
He hurriss with such speed, that not with more 
The lizard darts at noon across the way. 
Horse had he none, but be he whose he might, 
‘Would make his own the first which came in sight. 


. XXXVIL 
Discord at this, who reed his secret thought, 

Exclaimed, as she looked smilingly on Pride, 
“Through her he to a courser should be brought, 
‘By which new cause of strife should be supplied ; 
“And, that by him no other might be caught, 
‘Bho from his path would keep all steeds beside ; 
“And knew already where the prize to seek.’ 
—But her I leave, again of Charles to speak. 


XXXVIIL 
‘When, on the Saracen’s departure, spent, 
About king Charles, was the consuming flame, 
He Tanj is ha anew ‘yome warriors went 

0 81 feeble wi succours claim ; 
The reet ageinst the Saracens are sent, 
‘To give the foo checkmate and end the game ; 
‘And from Saint German's to Saint Victor's gates, 
‘He pours the host, which on his signal waits. 
‘XXXIK. 

He these at Saint Marcellus’ gate, where lay, 

Outstretched a large circumference of plats, 


In guise, that for a record should remain, 
He made the various troops fall in below 
Their banners, and the battle-signal blow. 


XL. 
¢ has remounted in his sell, 

ile this is doing in his foe's despite, 

And with the strpling® rho loved late 
waginy perilous it. 

Laresnic th Sobrano steivee atvell; 
Rinaldo » troop encounters, whom the knight, 
With Valour and with Fortune for his guide, 
Charges, and breaks, and routs on every side. 


* Zerbino. 


382 ORLANDO FURIOSO. caxTo xvitl, 


XL 
While so the battle stands, king 
Falls on the rear-guard of the paynim foe, 
‘Where bold Marcitas hats the dower of ‘Spain, 


‘And forms the host, his royal flag below. 
On these king Charlemagne impels his train, 
‘Who, foot with horse to-dank, against them go. 
While so the deafening drum and trumpet sounds, 
"Twould seem the spacious world the din rebounds. 


XLi. 

The Saracenic squadrons had be 
To bend, ‘and t all the arm 
Had turned, disordered, bro Troten an and undone, 
Never to be arrayed or rallied more, 

But that Grandonio stood, and Falsiron, 
Pied oftentimes i in greater ill before, 4, 
ith Serpentine aid Balugantes prou 
And the renowed Ferrau, who cried aloud: 
XLUi. 

“O valiant men,” he—“ O companions,” cries, 
“CO brethren, stand, and yet your place maintain ; 
«Like cobweb-threads our cruel enemies 
“ Will find their works, if we our part sustain. 

“What this day Fortune offers to our eyes, 
“ If now we conquer, see the praise, the gain !— 
“Tf conquered, see the utter loss and shame 
“Which will for ever wait upon your name! 

He in this shi Tee had 
fe in this time a mighty lance had spanned, 

And: 8] et once Sir Berlinghier, 
olengtaay 

And bro fe his helmet’s frontal with the spear, 
Cast him on earth, gad with the cruel brand 
Unhorsed per perhay ht other warriors near. 

lis mi, stro! es yy at low, 
Fe ea eet toe eek fegh blows 

XLV. 
In other part, Rinaldo, in his mood, 

‘Has slain more enemies than I ean say. 
Before the warlike ht no order stood ; 
You might have seen the slo oanp give way. 





No less Zerbino and Lureanio 

deeds, Which will be told in every day: 
This, with o thrust, has bold Balastro slain, 
That Finaduro’s helm has cleft in twain. 
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XLVI. 
The first was of the Alzerban army head, 
Buled by Tardocco some short time before ; 
The other one the valiant squadrons led 
Of Saphi, and Morocco, and Zamor. 
“Where, ’mid the paynims,’ might to me be said, 
“Is knight whose sword can cleave or lance can gore?” 
But step by step I go, and as I wind 
My way, leave none who merits praise behind. 
XLVIL 
Zumara’s king is not forgotten here, 
Dardinel, who Sir Dulphin of the mount, 
Claude of the wood, and Hubert, with the spear, 
(Of Mirford he) and Elio did dismount, 
And, with the faulchion, Stamford’s cavalier, 
Sir Anselm, Raymond snd Sir Pinpamont 
From London-town ; though valiant were the twain ; 
Two stanned, one wounded, the four others slain. 
XLVI. 
‘Yet will his squadron not so firmly stand, 
‘Manugre the valour which his deeds display, 
So firmly, aa to wait tho Christian band, 
Tn number loss, but steadier in array, 
More used to joust and manage of the brand, 
‘And all things appertaining to the fray. 
Betta and Morocco turned, and seized, with dread, 
Zumara and Canaries’ islesmen fled. 


XLIX. 
But faster than the rest Alzerba flies, 
‘Whom Dardinel opposed, and now with sore 
and now with prayer he moves, and tries 
i best he deems their courage may restore. 
“Tf good Almontes has:deserved,” he cries, 
“Phat you should by his memory set such store, 
“Now shall be seen—be seen, if’you will me, 
“His son, abandon in such jeopardy. 


L 
“ For sake of my green youth, I pray you stand, 
“That youth whereon your hopee wore wont to fed, 
“ ‘And suffer not that, scattered by the brand, 
“To Africa be lost our noble seed. 
“Gave you united go, be sure the land 
“Ts shut against you, wheresoe'er you speed. 
“Too high a wall to climb is mountain-steep, 
“The yawning sea a ditch too wide to leap. 


334 ORLANDO FURIOSO. CANTO xvi, 


LI. 
“ Far better ‘tis to perish than to be 
“Torn by these dogs, or lie at their control. 
Since vain is every other remedy, 
« Wait, friends, for love of Heaven, the advaneing shoal : 
“They are not gifted with more lives than we ; 
“Have but one pair of hands, have but one soul.” 
So saying, the bold youth, amid the crew 
Of enemies, the Ear] of Huntley slew. 


LH. 

Almontes’ memory, through the Moorish bands, 
“Makes every bosom with such ardour glow, 
They deem ’tis better to use arms and 
In fight, than turn their backs upon the foe, 
Taller than all William of Burnwich stands, 
An Englishman, whom Dardinel brings low, 
‘And equals with the rest; then smites upon, 
And cleaves, the head of Cornish Aramon. 

Lil. 

Down fell this Aramon, and to afford 
Him succour, thitherward his brother made ; 
But from the shoulder him Zumara’s lord * 
Cleft to the fork. with his descon blade ; 

fext Bogio ‘ergalla’s 
And from his debt absolved (the forfeit paid) 
Who to return within six months, if life 
‘Were granted him, had promised to his wife. 





LIV. 
Lnroanio next met Dardinello’s eye ; 

Peet asus the See nt baolees Gardo nigh 

ieroed +t] throat, nigt 

Cleft to the teeth ; at him, as all too slow, 

‘He from Althetis vainly seeks to fty, 

‘Whom as his heart Lurcanio loves, a blow 

Upon his heed behind the Scotchman speeds ; 

And, slaughtered by the stroke, the warrior bleeds. 


Ly. 
Dardine, to avonge him, took & spest, 
“And, should he lay the fierce Luresnio dead, 


Vowed to his Mahomet, if he could hear, 
The mosque should have his empty arms: this said, 
ing the field in haste, that cavalier 
Ho in the flank, with thrust so full and dread, 
Enoountered, that it went through either side: 
‘And he to Aie to strip the baron cried. 
* Dardinello, 
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LVI. 


cireli thst 
‘And bar, no less baptized than infidel : 
Yet would he vengo himself, and with his blade, 
Now here, now there, an open passage made. 
LVIL. 
He charges, chases, breaks, and overthrows 
‘Whoever cross him on the crowded plain ; 
And Dardinello, who his object knows, 
‘Would fain the wish content ; but him the train 
Tmpedes as well, which round about him fw, 
renders aye his every purpose vain. 
If one on all sides thin the Moorish rank, 
The other slays Scot, Englishman, and Frank. 
F still blocked their path througho the da; 
ortune sti ed their mat the day, 
So that they met not, cE that chivalry, 
‘And kept one es a mightier champion’s prey ; 
For rarely man escapes his destiny. 
Behold the good Rinaldo turns that way ! 
‘That for this one no refuge there might be. 
To! good Minaldo comes: him Fortune guide, 
And for his sword King Dardinel provides. 
LIX, 
But here enough for this one while is shown 
Of their illustrious doings in the west 5 
"Tis time I seek Sir Gryphon, and make known 
How he, with fury burning in his breast, 
‘That rabble-rout had broke and overthrown, 
Struck with more fear than ever men possest. 
Thither speeds Norandine on that alarm, 
‘And for his guard above a thousand arm. 


Lx. 
King Norandino, girt with peer and knight, 

Seeing on every side the people fly, 
Rides to the gates, with squadron duly dight, 
And at his hest the portals open fly. 
Meanwhile Sir Gryphon, having put to flight 

. The weak and wot rabble far and . 
‘The scorned arms (to kesp him from that train), 
Such as they were, took up and donned again, 
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LXL 
And nigh a temple strongly wailed, and round 
Whore base a moat for ia protection gost 
a little bridge takes up his groun 
"That him his enemies may not enclose. 
Lo! loudly shouting, and with threatening sound, 
‘A mighty squadron through the gateway flows. 
‘The valiant Gryphon changes not his place, 
And shows how small his fear by act and face. 
But whi ching sar he saw the band, 
hut when, ‘ing near, he saw tl 
Ho sallied forth to moet them by the way 5 
‘And wielding still his sword in either hand, 
Made cruel havoe in the close array. 
Then on the narrow bridge resumed his stand, 
Nor there his hunters only held at bay : 
‘Anew he sallied, and returned anew, 
‘Aye leaving bloody signs when he withdrew. 


Lxi. 

Fore-stroke and back he deals, and on the ground 
Horsemen and foot o’erthrows on every side: 
This while the ample mob the knight surround, 
And more gd more the warfare fa wide. od, 

+ length Sir Gryphon fears e drowns 
(So waxed their numbers) in the increasing tide ; 
‘And hurt in the left shoulder, through his mail, 
And thigh, his wind as well begins to fail. 

LXIv. 
But Valour, who so oft befriends her own, 
‘Makes him find grace in Norandino’s eyes; 
‘Who, while alarmed, he hurries there, o’erthrown 
So many men, such heaps of dead espies, 
While he views wounds, which Hector’s hand alone 
‘He weens could deal,—to him all testifies 
That he had put an undeserved shame 
Upon a cavalier of mighty name. 


LXv. 
‘Next seeing him more near, whose faulchion’s sweep 
Had dealt such deaths amid his chivalry, 
And raised about himeelf that horrid heap, 
And stained the water with that bloody dye, 
He thought that he beheld Horatius keep, 
Singly, the bridge against all Tuscany ; 
‘And vert, and anxious to remove the stain, 
Recalled his men, and that with little pain. 
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LXVI. 
‘And, lifting his bare hand, in sign affied, 
‘From ancient times, of treaty and of truce, 
Reponting him, he to Sir hon cried, 
“Tt grieves me sorely, and I cannot choose 
“But own my sin: let counsels which misguide, 
“And my own little wit, such fault excuse. 
“What by the vilest knight I thought to do, 
“T to the beat on earth have done in you. 
LXVIL. 
“ And though the bitter injuries and shame 
“That have to thee through ignorance been done, 
“ Are equalled, and all lel by thy fame, 
“And merged, in truth, in glory thou hast won ; 
“ Whatever satisfact ion en canst claim, 
“ Within m rer Or rw] , count Uy 
“When I kaew how prvi be made, 
“ By city, castle, or by money paid. 


LXVIII. 
“Demand of me this kingdom's moiety, 
“And from this day thou its r art, 


“Since not alone thy worth deserves this fee, 
“But merits, I with this should give my heat 
“Then, pledge of faith and lasting love, to me, 

“Tn the meanwhile, thy friendly hand impart.” 

So saying, from his horse the king d 

‘And towards Gryphon his right-hand extended. 


LXIx. 
‘When he beheld the monarch’s altered cheer, 
‘Who bent to clasp his neck, towards him 
His sword and ranoour laid aside, the peer 
King Nomutine- who saw the tanguine soar 
forandine, who saw the sanguine smear 
OF ‘his two wounds, bade sock a leech in haete ; 
‘And bade them softly with the knight resort 
‘Towards the town, and lodge him in his court. 


Lxx. 

Here, wounded, he remained some days before 
He could bear arms: but him, in the design 
OF seeking out Sir Aquilant once more, 
dele ne Eh a 

ait ; id hi lore, 
After 8 Yc the holy chon 
‘Through Solyma in every place of note, 
‘And many, from the Holy Land remote. 
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LXxxi. 

ra ofall dab 
Im wi may use; 
hy ay whee the neh ay mes 


‘Who of false Origilla gives them news ; 
Relating, as of her he haps to speak, 
That towards Antioch she her way pursues, 
By now leman of that city charmed, 
0 her with fieree and sudden flame had warmed. 


LXXIk. 
nilant asked him, if he had possest 
ir hon of the news to them conveyed, 
Who, ing that he Aad, surmised the rest,— 


‘Where he was gone, and by what motive swayed : 
He followed Ongilla, was manifest, 

‘And had in quest of her for Antioch made, 

To take her from his rival, and with view 

On him some memorable soathe to do, 


LXXxill. 
Aquilant brooked not Gryphon such a feat, 
ithout him, and alone, should thus assay, 
And took his armour and pursued his beat ; 
But first besought the duke he would delay 
‘To visit France and his paternal seat, 
‘Till he from Antioch measured back his way. 


‘At Joppa he embarks, who deems by sea 
‘The better and securer way to be. 


LXXxIv. 





dnd learerJoppe quick Pacsoeds 

lesser uick su to sight. 

B Ziel and on fees, ton ‘ 
( to larboard e galley li 
{Pin Tetpol to Tove ahapee hoe wey, 
And so to Lizza and Lajazzo’s bay. 

LXxv. 

‘From thence, towatds the east the pilot veered 
Hor ready tiller, prompt his couree to soan 
‘And straightway for the wide Orontes steered, 
And wat his time, and for the harbour ran. 
Aquilant, when his bark the in neared, 

Bade lower the bridge, and issued, horse and man, 
In armour, and along the river wended, 
Up-stream, till he his way at Antioch ended. 
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LXXVL 
To inform himself of that Martano bent; 
‘And heard that he to Antioch was addrest, 
With Origilla, where a tournament 
‘Was to be solomnized by royal hest. 
To track whom Aquilant was so intent, 
‘Assured that had pursued his quest, 
He Antioch left again that very day, 
Bt oe 


LXXxvil. 

He towards Lidia and Larissa 
—At rich Aleppo makes a longer 
God, to make plain that he, coon hoe, bestows 
On evil and on good their tting pay, 
At a league's distance from Mamuga, throws 
‘Martano in the avenging other way, 
Martano travel ith the i 
Displayed before 


LXxvit. 
Sir Aquilant believed, at the first show, 
His brother he in vile Martano spied, 
For arms and vest, more white than virgin snow, 
The coward in the warrior’s sight belie 
‘And sprang towards him, with that joyfal “Oh!” 
By, which delight is ever signiied 
look and tone, when, nearer brought, 
fee os ook a one, men, neers 
And through that evil aan acon, 
0 woman’s , 
Deemed Gryphon murdered b; y the cavalier ; 






«Whence a these aean? nad whemtbre de T thee 
“View on the courser of my brother dear P 
“Say in my brother slaughtared or alivoF 
“ How didst thou him of hore and rma deprive” 


‘When Origilla hears him 

She turns her palfrey, and ee, prepares : 
But Aquilant, more quick, in her despite, 
Arrests the traitress, ere she further 
As th loud throats of that elb-farion night, 
whom he so was taken uns 
Matas tonne pale and trembles like a leaf, 
Nor how to act or answer knows the 2 
“s 
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LXXXI. 
Aquilant thundered still, and, to his dread, 
A feulchion, pointed at his gullet, shewed, 


swore with ‘menaces, the head 
From him and should be hewed, 
Save in all the very truth be said. 





Artes sl vat eon 

i ‘ill what pretext he might 

To Teeten his grave fault, then realy : 

LXXXxIL. 

“ Know, sir, you see my sister in this dame, 
“And one of and virtuous parents born, 
“Though she has lately led a life of sHame, 
«And been by Gryphon foully brought to soora; 


“From uch a puissant wight, I laid # scheme 

““ Hor by sddress and cunning to 
LXXXIIL 

“With her I planned the moans, who in her breast 
‘" Nursed the derire a better life to prove, 
“That she, when Gryphon was retired to rest, 
“Tn silence from the warrior should remove. 
“This done « leet he should follow on our quest, 
“And go undo the web we vainly wove, 
“Flim wo deprived of horee and arme, and we 
“ Are hither come together, as you s00.” 


Hi have proved of good avail, 
(is cunning might have of avai 
‘Por Anau bsieved kis easly 
And, sre'n taking Gryphon’s hore and mal 
Be et ae ae ttao high ths opeelons tal 
int that tt 60 high the specious tale, 
‘As manifestod plainly, "twas a lie 
In all ‘twas perfect, save that he the dame 
Had for his sister vouched with whom he came. 


LXXXV. 
muilant had in Antioch chanced to know 
the was his concubine,—well certified 
OF this by many,—and in farious glow 
Exclaimed ; “Thou falsest robber, thou hast lied !” 
‘And dealt, with that, the recreant such a blow, 
He drove tro grinders down his throat; then ted 
{Bor sought 0 with his foo to cope’ 

itiff’s arms behind him with a rope. 
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LXXXVI. 
And, though she for excuse tried many wiles, 

Did thus as well by Origilla untrue; 
‘And till he reached Damascus’ lofty piles, 
‘Them by town, street, or farm, behind him drew : 
‘And will » thousand times a thousand miles, 
‘With sorrow and with suffering, drag the two, 
Till he his brother find ; who, at his pleasure, 
‘May vengeance to the guilty couple measure. 


Sir Aquilant mad d beasts as well 
ji ilant le squires an as we 
"Boturn with him, and to Damascus came; 
And heard Renown, throughout the city, swell, 
ample wings, Sir on’s name. 
Here, it and little—every one, could tell 
"Twas he that in the tourney won such fame, 
And had, by one that ill deserved his trust, 
Been cheated of the honours of the just. 
LXXXVIIL 
Pointing him out to one anothor’s sight, 
‘The hostile people all Martano bayed ; 
‘ And is not this (they oried) that ribald wight 
“Who in another's spoils himself arrayed, 


“ And this the woman of Ungrateful mood, 
«Who aids the wicked and betrays the good ?” 
LXXXIx. 

Others exclaimed, “ How fittingly combined, 
“ Marked with one stamp, and of one race are they !” 
We ‘olhet shouted" Hang, burn, quater iy" 
The throng to view them prest, with fury blind, > 
And to the square before thom made its way. 
The monarch of the tidings was advised, 
And these above another kingdom prized. 


xc. 
Attended with few squires the Syrian king, 
‘As then he o 15 be, cane forth nth speed, 
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XcL. 
thither go, where Gryphon from his bed 

fas not as yet, since he was wounded, stirred ; 
Who at his other's coming waxes red, 

Surmising well he of his case has heard : 
‘And after Aquilant his say had said, 
‘And him somedeal reproached, the three conferred 
‘As to what penance to the wicked two. 
Bo fallen into their hands was justly due. 


XCIL. 
"Tis Aguilants, ‘ts Normndino’s will 
A thousand tortures shall their guerdon be: 
Bat Gryphon, who the dame alone can ill 
Excuse, entreata for both impunity ; 
‘And many matters urges with much skill. 
But well is answered ; and 'tis ruled, to flea 
Martano's with the hangman’s scour; 
‘And only short of death his ponance urge’ 
XCcrit. 

Bonnd is the wretch, but not ’mid grass and flower, 
‘Whose limbs beneath the hangman’s lashes burn 
All the next morn: they prison in the tower 
Origills, ‘all Lnoina shell retura 5 
‘To whom the counselling lords reserve the power 


‘To speak the woman's sentence, mild or stern. 
Hari till Gryphon can bear arms, at court, 
‘Aquilant fleets the time in fair disport. 

XcIv. 


‘The valiant Norandino could not choose 

(Made by such error temperate and wise), 

But full of penitence and sorrow, muse, 

‘With downcast spirit, and in mournful guise, 

On having bid his men a knight misuse, 
should worthily reward and prize; 

So that he, night and morning, in his thought, 

How to content the inured warrior sought. 


And he determined, in the) he publi sight 
O’ the city, hat injury, 
be all su hevour as to 
it m< rent 
Hi ih ‘hes he glorious oun gurdon to to requite, 
such 


ha iene Lee a month, proclaimed the ‘intent 
To hold another solemn tournament. 
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bd - xCVL 
For which he made what statel ition 
“Was possible to make by socptered king. 
Hence Fame divulged the royal proclamation 
out all Syria’s land, with nimble wing, 
Pheonicia and Palestine ; till the relation 
Of this in good Astolpho’s ears did ring ; 
‘Who, with the lord who raled that land in trust, 
Resolved he would be present at the joust. 
xXcvil. 
For s renowned and valiant cavalier 
Has the true history vaunted, Sansonnet, 
By Roland christened, Charles (I said), the peer 
Over the Holy Land as ruler set: 
He with the duke * takes up his load, to steer 
Thither, where Rumour the champions met. 
So that his ears, on all sides in the journey, 
Are filled with tidings of Damascus’ tourney. 
hither the twain their way tone through, 
i twain their way countries 
By easy stages and tow, addrest, 
fresh upon the day of joust the two 
Might in Demascus-town set up their rest. 
en at the meeting of cross-ways they view 
A person, who, in movement vest, 
Ay to be a man, but is a maid ; 
marvellously fierce, in martial raid. 





Xorx, 
Marphisa was the warlike virgin’s name, 
‘And such her worth, she off with naked brand 
Hod pressed Orlando sore in martial gamo, 
‘And him who had Mount Alban in command ; + 
‘And ever, night and day, the armed dame 
Scowered, here and there, by hill and plain, the land ; 
Hoping with errant cavalier to meet, 
win immortal fame by glorious feat 


c. 
‘When Sansonnetto and the English knight 
_ She sees approaching her, in warlike weed, 
‘Who seem two valiant warriors in her sight, 
As of large bone, and nerved for doughty deed, 
On them she fain would prove her martial might, 
And to defy the pair has moved her steed. 
‘When, eyeing the two warriors, now more near, 
isa recognized the duke and peer. 
© Astolpho. + Binaldo, 


B44 ORLANDO FURIORO. oaNro xvuIt, 


cL 
His ways she did in mind retrace, 
‘When ane a far Cony wit ker be to 
Called him by name, nor would in iron case ; 
Retain her 
And him, advanced, to meet with glad embrace, 


FJ 
é 
2, 
& 
é 
| 
i 


cr. 
one another of their way ; 
luke 


“That he Damascus socks, w 


cr. 
Meppimech reign. ty to Daaccus 
mi joiced. to 
And in t euburb, of the city clear, a 
‘Are upon the day before the show ; 
And, till her aged lover, once so dear, 
Aurora roused, their humble roof below, 
Tn greater ease the weary warriors rested 
‘Than had they been in costly palace guested. 
CIv. 
And when the clear and lucid sun again 
Its shining glories all abroad had spread, 
The beauteous lady armed, and warriors twain, 
‘Having first couriers to the city sped, 
‘Who, when ’twas time, to the train, 
That, to see truncheons split in contest dread, 
Hing Norandine had come into the square 
In which the cruel games appointed were. 


cv. 
to the city ride the martial band, 
‘And, throngh the high street, to the crowded place 
‘Where, waiting for the royal signal, stand, 
here and there, the knights of gentle race. 

‘The guerdons destined to the conqueror’s hand, 
Jn that day's tourney, were a tuck and mace 
Richly adorned, and, ‘with them, suoh a steed 
‘As to the winning lord were fitting meed. 
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Ovi. 

Norandine, sure that, in the martial game, 

tined for ering knight, 
As wel as ono and the other tou ’s fame, 
Must be obtained by Gryphon, named the white, 
‘To give him all that valiant man could claim, 
‘Nor could he give the warrior less, with right, 
‘The armour, guerdon of this final course 
Placed with the tuck and mace and noble horse. 


Ovi. 
The arms which in the former joust the-due 
Of valiant Gryphon were, who all had gai 
ith evil profit, by the wretch untrue, 
Martan’ usurped, who Gryphon's besring feigned) 
‘9 be hung up on high in public view 
‘With the Sch flourished tuck, tho king ordained, 
‘And fastened at the saddle of the a 
The mace, that Gryphon might win either meed. 
cvIIL. 
But from effecting what he had intended 
"Ho was prevented by the warlike maid ; 
_ Who late into the crowded square had wended, 
‘With Sansonnet and England's dake arrayed. 


She sfraight agnized the harness she surveyed, 
Oneo hers, and dear to her a8 matters are, 
‘by us as excellent and rare ; 


crx. 
Though, as a hindrance, she upon the road 
Had left the arms, when, to retrieve her sword, 
She from her shoulders slipt the ponderous load, 
And chased Brunello, wi of the cord. 
More to relate were labour ill bestowed, 
I deem, nor further of the tale record. 7 
Enough for me, by you ’tis understood, 
How here she found anew her armour good. 


cx. 
‘You shall take with you, when by manifest 

‘And certain tokens they by her were known, 
Bhe, for no earthly thing, the iron vest 
‘And weapons for a day would have foregone. 
She thinks not if this mode or that be best 
To have them, anxious to regain her own ; 
But t’wards the arms with hand extended hies, 
‘And without more regard takes down the prize. 


846 ORLANDO FURIOSO. CANTO XVUT. 


cxI. 
And ing some on earth, it chanced that more 
The Syn own, she i in her hh took. 
, who was offen 
Baised war Ber her with a single look. 
For ill the wrong his angered People bore, 
‘And, to avenge him, lance and ion shook ; 
Remembering not, on other day, how dear 
‘They paid for scathing errant cavalier. 
CXxIL 
“be dower of spring de, claw: flue and rd, 
eo of tide, ue, 
Finds iteelf, pp eee or at ball 
Dame beauteous and adorned, than ‘mid the tread 
Of warlike steeds, and din of arms, and fall 
Of darts, and push of ») ,—where blood is shed, 
And death is dealt, inthe tumultuous throng— 
Sux finds herself beyond all credence strong. 
Cxit. 
She spurred her coursr, and with lance in ret 
a at the foolish rabble made, 
th the neck impaled or through the breast,— 
pied, some prostrate at the encounter layed. 
disor that she with the faulchion 
Terkel from one she severed with the inde, 
And from that other cleft: another sank, 
Short of right arm or left, or pierced in flank. 


CXIV. 

Bold Sansonnetto and Astolj pho 1 near, 
‘Who had, with her, their limbs in harness dight, 
Becing the aid and crowd engoged Ugh 

e mai crowd e1 in fight, 
First lower bed ed sed owned eit, 
‘And with their lanoes charge the mob outright: 
Then bare their faulchions, and, amid the crew, 
‘A passage with the trenchant weapons hew. 
CXv. 
‘The errant cavaliers who to that 


ther 

‘And tuto mourning changed the expected sport, 
Becauso all kmow not what had moved the Fage 
Of the infariate people in that sort, 

Nor what tho insult offered to the king, 
Suspended stood in doubt and wondering. 
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CXVI. 
Of these, some will the crowded rabble’s band 
(foo late repentant ofthe feat) befriend: 
5 favouring not the natives of the land 
‘More than the foreigners, to part them wend. 
Others more wary, with their reins in hand, 
Sit watching how the mischief is to end. 
hon and Aquilant are of the throng, 
+h hurry forward to avenge the wrong. 
The pai of warlike brethren wit easing 
¢ pair of warlike witnessi 
‘The monarch’s drunken eyes with venom fraught, 
And having heard from many in the ri 
TThe occasion which the furious strifo had wrought, 
Himself no whit less injured than the ki 
Of Syria's land, offended Gryphon thought. 
Each knight, in haste, supplied himself with spear, 
‘And thundering vengeance drove in full career. 


cxvil. 

On Rabican, pricked forth before his band, 

‘Valiant Astolpho, from the other bound, 

With the enchaniod lance of gol in hand, 

‘Which at the first encounter bore to ground 

‘What knights he smote with it; and on the sand 

Iaid on first ; next Aquilant he found, 

‘And scarcely touched the border of his shield, 

Ere he reversed the warrior on the field. 


OxIx. 
From lofty saddle Sansonnet o’erthrew, 
‘Famous for price and prowess, many a knight. 
To the outlet of the square the mob withdrew ; 
The monarch with anger and despite. 
Meanwhile, of the first cuirass and the new 
Possest, as well as cither helmet bright, 
isa, when she all in flight discerned, 
Conqueror towards her suburb-inn returned. 


(Phe mab dividing all to Tet them go) 
halt when they have reached the barricade. 


Gryphon and Aquilant, who saw with woe 
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CXXxL 
Bei: their steeds and mounting, either son 
f Oliver to seek their foemen went s 

‘With many of his vassals too is gone 

The king ; on death or vengeance all intent. 

The foolish rabble ery, “Lay on, lay on,” 

And stand at distance and await the event. 

arrived where the three friends had gained 
A bridge, and facing round the post maintained. 


CXXII. 
He, at the first approach, Astolpho knew, 
For still the same device had been his wear, 
Even from the day he charmed Orrilo slew, 
His horse, his arms the same: him not with care 
Sir Gryphon had remarked, nor steadfast view, 
‘When late he jousted with him in the square: 
He knows him here and greets ; next prays him show 
the companions are that with him go; 
CXXII. 
‘And why had those arms, without the fear 
‘Of Syria's king, pulled down, and to his slight.” 
‘Of his companions ngland’s cavalier, 





«Ho knew, which were the occasion of the fight ; 
« But (for he thither with Marphisa came 
«And Bansonnet) had armed to aid the dame.” 
CXXIV. 
‘While h> and Gryphon stood in colloquy, 


rhea arr eee ash 
pide 
Of Ne "a trooped many, these to spy ; 


But came not nigh the warriors where they stood : 
‘And seeing them in conference, stood clear, 
Listening, in silence, and intent to hear. 


CXXV. 

Some one who hears Marphisa bold is there, 
Famed, through the world, for matchless bravery, 
His courser turns, and bids the king have care, 
Save he would lose his Syrian chi a 
‘To snatch his court, before all slaughtered are, 
From the hand of Death and of Tisiphone : 

For that *twas verily Marphisa, who 
Had borne away the arms in public view. 
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CXXVI. 
As Norandine is told that name of dread, 

‘Through the Levant so feared on every side, 
‘Whose mention made the hair on many a head 
Bristle, though she was often distant wide, 
He fears the ill may hay gon which is said, 
Unless against the mis 
And henge his mein, me ined changed their ire 
‘Already into fear, he bids retire. 


OxxIL 
The sons of Oliver, on the other hand, 
With Sansonnetto and the English knight, 
So splices Marphise, sho her brand 
Puts up, and terminates the cruel f 
of rend, Set Low aot by eet right 
ies, “ Sir, I know not by what 
‘Thou woul igi me ah 
“To him who conquers in thy tournament, 
OXXVIII. 
“Mine are these arms, which I, a or 
“ Left on on the reed which lends from Aen 
* Becar force a-foot, I sought to stay 
Arba ho ed sore ‘offended me. 
“The trut my ensi 
“Which here is ey a ey aay. 
‘With that she on the plate which sheathed the breast 
(Cleft in three places) showed a crown imprest. 


_OXXIx. 


v For wotuitlataeding Tio Gryphon gave 
< Tho armour, I go well his nature know, 


“He reaign 
“That it by me to you night he retanaol 
CXXx. 
“ Your allegation needs not to 


arms are yours—that they your imprets bear ; 
“Your word rufices me, by me more weighed 
“Than al that otha wing onl dele 

t them our is but a tribute paid 
“TS irtue, wort! ihy better prize to weer. 
«Row have tho aria and Weta take accord ; 
“ And let some fairer gift the knight reward.” 
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CXXXI. 
hon, who little had those arms at heart, 
But mach to antiafy the king was bent, 
Replied : “ You recompense enough impart, 
“Teaching me how your wishes to content.” 
—*THere is my honour all at stake,” apart, 
“ Me seemeth,” said Marphisa, and forewent 
Her claim for Gryphon’s sake, with courteous cheer ; 
‘And, as his gift, in fine received the gear. 
CXXXIL 
To the city, their rejoicings to renew, 
In love and they measured back their way. 
Next came the joust, of which the honour due, 
‘And prize was t’s ; since from the fray 
Abstained Astolpho and the brethren two,* 
And bold Marphisa, best of that array, 
‘Like faithful friends and good companions ; fain 
That Sansonnet the tourney’s mood should gain. 
Eight de F and tumph dwell 
ight or ten in joy and triumph dw: 
i ehts with orandine + but with such strong 
Desire of France the warriors’ bosoms swell, 
Which will not let them thence be absent long, 
They take their leave. Marphisa, who as we 
Thither would go, departs the troop among. 
Marphisa had long time, with sword and lance, 
Desired to prove the paladins of France; 
And mat {they inood 
e ‘iment, if i 
Such worth as is by Ramee voiced display. 
Sansonnet leaves another, in his stead, 
The city of Jerusalem to sway, 
And now these five, in chosen squadron, speed, 
‘Who have few in prowess, on their way. 
Dismissed by "Noranding, to Tripoli 
They wend, and to the neighbouring haven hie. 
CXXXxv. 
And there a carack find, about to steer 
For western countries, taking in her store: 
, With the patron, for themselves and gear, 
And horses, e accord; a seaman hoar 
Of Luna he :* the heavens, on all sides clear, 
Vouch many days’ fair-weather. From the shore 
They looee, with sky serene, and every eail 
Of the yare vessel stretched by favouring gale. 
* Gryphon aud Aquilant, 
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CXXXvVI. . 

The island of the amorous deity 
‘Breathed upon them an air, in her first port, 
‘Which not alone to man does injury, 

‘But moulders iron ; and here life is short ; 
fcmarah the cante—and Netare certainly 
‘rongs Famagosta, poisoning, in suel 
‘That city with Constantia's fon malign, 
To all the rest of Cyprus s0 benign.» 
CXXXVI. 

‘The noxious scents that from the marish spring, 
After short sojourn there, compel their flight. 
The barque to a south-easter every wing 
Extends, and circles Cyprus to the right, 

Makes Paphos’ island next, and, anchoring, 

The crew and warriors on the beach alight ; 

Those to ship merchandize, and these, at leisure, 

‘To view the laughing land of Love and Pleasure. 
COXXXVIII. 

Inland six miles or seven from thence, a way 

Scales, with an easy rise, a pleasant hill ; 
Which myrtle, , cedar-tree, and bey, 
And other pe plants by thousands Bis 
, INArjOram, crocus, rose, an 
From odo! ‘iferous leaf such sweets dist 
That they who sail the sea the fragrance bland, 
Scent in each genial gale which blows from land. 
OXXXIx. 
A fruitful rill, by limpid fountain fed, 


Water, all round about, the fertile space. 
The land of Venus tly may be 3 id 

it sing joyous anc i + 
For every maid and wife, who there is bred, 
Is through the world beside, unmatched in grace: 
And Venus wills, till their last hour be tolled, 


‘That Love should warm their bosoms, young and old. 


CXL. 
"Twas here they heard the same which they before 
Of the ore and of Lucina, erst had heard 
In Syria; how she to return once more 
In Necosia, to her lord . 
Thence (a fair wind now blowing from the shore) 
His bark for sea the ready Patron cleared, 
Hauled up his anchor, westward turned the head 
Of the good ship, and all his canvas spread. 
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CxLI. 
To the north wind, which blew upon their right, 
Stret to seaward, they their sails untie : 
When lola woathaouthretr, which seemed light, 
1e beginning, w! sun was 
And af afterwards increased i in force Cre 
‘sea against them mountains 
With With such de dread flashes, and loud peals or thender, 
As Heaven, to swallow all in fire, would sunder. 
CXL. 
The clouds their gloomy veil above them strain, 
Nor suffer sun or star to cheer the view. 
Above the welkin roared, beneath the main : 





The ver! and fearful billows overlay: 


OXLIt. 
‘The sailors, in this war of wind and flood, 
‘Were prox to manifest hei ranted et 


The braces ; ne from deck the lumber cost 
Asa thie ecard tho ler tat he mash 


The cruel wind inoreased i troup the night, 
Which grew more dismal and more dark than hell. 
The wary Patron stood to sea outright, 

Where he believed less broken was the swell ; 
And turned his prow to meet, with ready ly sleight, 
‘The buffete of the dreadful waves which fell; 
Never without some hope, that at dey bres “break 
The storm might lull, or else its fury slake. 


OXLY. 
Tt lulls not, nor its fury slakes, but grown 
‘Wilder, shows ‘sone by day, if this be day, 
‘Which but by reckoning is known, 


Row with moze fess (ok crag nh or. cterthrown) 
low, with more fear we 

‘Tho torrowi Patton tothe wind gies way, : 
He veers his barque before tho 

‘And soours the flaming oa with bonito bail 
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CXLVI. 
Bho gr hoee ethers smal rope Ty and, 
1© grarits those others 
‘Those left in France, who one ether ien 
The men of England and the paynim band. 
‘These bold Rinaldo broke and overthrew ; 
Nor troops nor banners spread before him stand: 
T speak of him, who his Bayardo fleet 
Had spurred the gallant Dardinel to meet. 
CXLVII. 
The shield, of which Almontes’ son was vain, 
That of the quarters, good Rinaldo spied 
And deemed him bold, and of a valiant strain, 
‘Who with Orlando's ensign dared to ride. 
Approsching nearer, this a ad more plain, 
heaps of slaughtered men he round him eyed. 
“ Better it were,” he cried, “to overthrow 
“This evil plant, before it shoot and grow.” 
CXLVIIl. 
"deface dived, and lye prtage al 
is an e le. 
Nor lore the Savoonna thes Sitnhl, cen 
‘The way, so reverenced is Fusberta’s blade. 
Save Dardinel, Mount Alban’s cavalier, 
Saw none, nor he to chase his prey delayed. 
To whom, “ He cast upon thee mickle care, 
“ Poor child, who of that buckler left thee heir. 
CXLIX. 
“T seek thee out to prove (if thou attend 
“My coming) how thou keep’st the red and white, 
“For thou, save this from me thou canst defend, 
“ Canst ill defend it from Orlando's might.” 
To him the king : “Now clearly comprehend 
“T what I bear, as well defend in fight ; 
“ And I more honour hope than trouble dread 
“ From my paternal quartering, white and red. 
cL. 
“ Have thou no hope to make me fly, or yield 
ar Sua Tbe; 
“ My life shalt thou take from me, if my shield ; 
“But I, in God, well hope the contrary. 
“—This as it may !—shall none, in fighting field, 
« Say that I over shamed my ancestry 
So said, and ing in his hand the sword, 
‘The youthful king assailed Mount Alban’s lord. 
VOL. I, aA 
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all parts, a freezin, ieee goes through 

heart-blood of. cach trembling paynim nigh, 
they amazed the fierce Rinalde cred 

‘Who charged the monarch with such enmity, 

As might a lion, which a bullock, new 

‘To stings of love, should in a meadow 

The Moor smote first, but fruitless was bee task, 

‘Who beat in vain upon Mambrino’s casque. 


cLII. 

Rinaldo smiled, and said; “I'd have thee know 
“Tf I am better skilled to find the vein.” 
He spurs, and lets with that the bridle go, 
And a thrast pushes with such might and main, 

—A thrust against the bosom of his foe, 

‘That at his back the blade appears again. 
Forth issued blood and soul, and from his sell 
Lifeless and cold the reeling body fell. 
languishes the fi Sr pute hy 

As 168 lower of ne, 
‘Which levelled by the zing plonghahare lies ; 
Pr gard eee, with dew, 


So past, his visage losing all its 
So passed from ike and oe th od with thie king, 
Tho heart and hope of all his following. 

cua. 
As waters will sometime their course delay, 
agnant, and penned in pool by human skill, 

Wika wane ibe opposing dyke is broke away, 
Fall, and with mighty noise the country All 
"Twas so the Africans, who had some stay, 
While Dardinello valour did instil, 
Fled here and there, dismayed on every side,» 
‘When they him hurtling from his sell deeeried. 


‘Ariddantes kills on every hand ; 
Who aks al nigh ‘Rinaldo on that day. 
These Leonetto’s, those Zerbino’s brand 
O’erturns, all rivals in the glorious fray. 
‘Well Charles and Oliver their gris hare done, 
Turpin and Ogier, Guido and 

* Dardinello. 
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CLVL 
Ta Ford vit Heatheneas that day Spy 
visit Heatheness, that 
But that the wise and wary king of Spain, 
Gathered, and from the fie ae off the eat 
To sit down with his loss he better gain 
Esteemed, than here to hazard purse and vest : 
Better some remnant of the host to save, 
Than bid whole squadrons stand and find » grave. 


cLVIL 
He bids forthwith the Moorish ensigns be 
Borne to the camp, which fosse and anya span, 
With the bold monarch of Andolk 
pe valiant porate ne Stordi . 
[e sends to pray Barbary, 
To endeavour. to retire, as best he can ; 
‘Who will no little praise that day deserve, 
If he his person and his place preserve. 
That king, who deemed wear denperate ca 
who in case, 
Nor ever more Biserta hoped to see ; 
For, with so horrible and foul a face 
He never Fortune had beheld, with glee 
Heard that Marsilius had contrived to place 
Part of his host in fall security ; 
‘And faced about his banners and bade best 
‘Throughout his broken squadrons a retreat. 
But the best ithe a kn 
ut, er neither si ew, 
Si ET ant 
So scared, so crowded is the wretched crew, 
‘That many in Seine’s neighbouring stream are drowned. 
Amare who would form the band anew, 
‘ith him Sobrino) scours the squadrons round ; 
‘And with them every leader good combines 
To bring the routed host within their lines. 
CLX. 
But nought by sorercign or Sobrino dono, 
Who, toiling, them or oF or menace nme” 
To march, where thet i ill Fol 
Can bring (I say not all) not ren a 
Slaughtered or put to flight are two for one 
‘Who ’scapes,—nor he ed: among that herd, 
Yronnd is this behind, and that before, 
And wearied, one and all, and harassed sore. 


* Agramant. 
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CLXL 
And even within their lines, in panic sore, 
They by the Christian bands are held in chase ; 
of all needful matters little store 
‘Was made there, for provisioning the place. 
Charlemagne wisely by the lock before 
‘Would grapple Fortune, when che turned her face, 
But that dark night upon the field descended, 
‘And hushed all earthly matters and suspended: 
CLXIL 
By the Creator haply hastened, who 
"Was moved to pity for the works he made. 
The blood in torrents ran the country through, 
Flooding the roads ; while on the champaign laid 
‘Were eighty thousand of the paynim crew, 
Gut off thai day by tho destroying blade 1 
Last trooped from caverns, at the midnight-hour, 
Villain and wolf to spoil them and devour. 


CLXIII. 
King Charles returns no more within the town, 
‘But camps without the city, opposite 


‘The Moor’s cantonments, and bids up and down, 
And round, high-piled and frequent watch-fires light. 
The paynim fashions ditch and bastion, 
Rampart and mine, and all things requisite ; 
Visits his outposts, and his guards alarms, 
Nor all the livelong night puts off his arms. 

That livelong night the fon fhroughout their tente, 

ive night foes, tl 101 eir 

‘As insooure and with their soathe deprest, 
Poured tears, and uttered mutmurs and laments : 
But, as they could, their sounds of woe supprest. 
One grief for slaughtered friends or ki vents : 
Some are by sorrows of their own di 
As wounded or as ill at ease: but more 
‘Tremble at mischief which they deem in store. 


CLXV. 
‘Two Moors amid the paynim army were, 
From stock obscure in Ptolomita grown ; 
Of whom the story, an example rare 
Of constant love, is worthy to be known : 
Medoro and Cloridan were named the pair: 
‘Who, whether Fortune pleased to smile or frown, 
Served Dardinello with fidelity, 
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CLXVI. 
Of nimble frame and strong was Cloridane, 
hout his life a follower of the chase. 
A cheek of white, suffused with crimson grain, 
Mosdoro hd, in youth a pleasing grace. 
Nor bound on that emprize, ‘mid all the train, 
‘Was there a fairer or more jocund face.” 
Crisp hair he had of gold, and jet black eyes: 
‘And seemed an angel lighted from the ekies. 
The posted ne height 
ese two were on a rampart’s height, 
With more to guard the encaxpment feu surprise, 
‘When ‘mid the equal intervals, at night, 
Medoro gazed on heaven with sleepy eyes. 
In all bis talk, the atripling, wofal wight, 
Here cannot choose, but of his lord devise, 
‘The royal Dardinel; and evermore 
Him, left unhonoured on the field, deplore. 
CLXVIIL. 
Then, turning to his mate, cries ; “ Cloridane, 
“T cannot tell thee what a cause of woe 
“Tt is to me, my lord upon the plain 
“ Should lie, unworthy food for wolf or crow ! 
“Thinking how still to me he was humane, 
“ Meseems, if in his honour I forego 
“ "This life of mine, for favours so immense 
“T ahall but make feeble recompense. 
CLXIX. 
“That he may lack not sepulture, will I 
“ Go forth, and seek him out among the slain ; 
“ And haply God may will that none shall 
“Where Char 
“That, if my death be written in the eky, 
“Thou may'st the deed be able to explain. 
“ So that if Fortune foil so fair a feat, 
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ny 
Jee’ exmap lies hushed. "Do thou remain; 


“The world, through Fame, my loving heart may weet.” 


CLXX. 
Amazed was Cloridan a child should show 
Such heart, such lovo, and auch fai Joyal 
‘And fain would make the youth his thought forego, 


‘Whom he held passing dear ; but fruitlesal, 
World move his stealfat purpose; for euch woo 
‘Will neither comforted nor alt be. 


Medoro is disposed to meet his doom, 
Or to enclose his master in the tomb. 
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CLXXI. 

Seeing that nought would bend him, nought would move, 
“T too will go,” was Cloridan’s re rene 
“Tn auch a glorious act myself will prove ; 
“ As well such famous death I covet, I: 
« What other thing is left me, here above, 
“ Deprived of thee, Medoro mine? To die 
“ With thee in arms is better, on the plain, 

“Than afterwards of grief, should’st ‘thou be alain.” 





LXXIL 

‘And thus resolved, disposing in their place 
Their guard's relief the youthful pair, 
Leave fosse and palisade, and, in small space, 





‘Who, for little fear the pay race, 
Slumber with fires extinguished everywhere. 
’Mid carriages and arms, they lie supine 
Up to the eyes, immersed in sleep and wine. 
CLXXIII. 
A moment Cloridano stopt and cried ; 
“ Not to be lost are opportunities. 
“This troop, by whom my master's blood was shed, 
Medoro, ought not I to sacrifice P 
“Do thou, lest any one this way be led, 
“Watch everywhore about, with ears and eyes. 
“For a wide way, amid the hostile horde, 
“T offer here to make thee with my sword.” 
CLXXIV. 
So said he, and his talk cut quickly short, 
Coming where learned ‘Alpheus slumbered nigh ; 
Who had the year before it Charles’s court, 
In medicine, magic, and astrology 
‘Well versed ; but now in art found small support, 
Or rather found that it was all a lie. 
He had foreseen, that he his long-drawn life 
Should finish in the bosom of his wife, 
OLXXV. 
And now the Saracen with wary view 
‘Has pierced his weasand with the pointed sword. 
Four others he, near that Diviner, slew, 
Nor gave the wretches time to say a word. 
Sir ‘ferpin in his story tells not who, 
And Time has of their names effaced record. 
Palidon of Moncalier next he speeds ; 
‘One who securely sleeps between two steeds, 
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CLXXVI. 

‘Next came the warrior where, with limbs outspread, 
Pillowed on barrel, lsy the wretched Gryll : 
Pokey had drained, and undisturbed by dread, 

to enjoy a peacel leep and stil 
The daring Saracen lopt off his head, 
Blood issues from the tap-hole, with a rill 
Ofwine; and he, well drenched with many a can, 
Dreams that he drinke, dispatched by Cloridan. 

N ll, Anc oa Goaea sht 
ext 0 and Conrad hight, 

A Grek and German at two irae red, 
Who in the air it large of night 
With dice and goblets blest at that beard 
They still had watched, till, clothed in amber light, 
‘The radiant sun had traversed Indus’ ford ! 
But mortals Destiny would set st nought 
Tf every wight futurity were taught. 
CLXXVIIL 

As, in full fold, a lion unfed, 

‘Whom wasting famine has made lean and spare, 
Devours and rends, and swallows, and lays dead 
The feeble flock, which at his mercy are ; 

So, in their sleep, the cruel paynim bled 

On host, and mado wide slaughter overywhere: 
Nor blunted was the y fedoro’s sword, 
Bat he disdained to smite the ignoble horde. 


CLXXIX. 
He to Labretto’s duke, leaving those dead, 
come, who slumbered with a gentle mate, 
Each clasping each so closely in their bed, 
That air between them could not penetrate. 
From both Medoro cleanly opt head 
Oh! blessed way of death! oh! happy fate! 
For ‘tis my trust, that as their bodies, so 
‘Their souls embracing to their bourne shall go. 
CLXXX. 
Malindo, with Andalico, he slew, 
His brother, sons to the earl of Flanders they : 
To whom as bearings (each to arms was new) 
Charles had the lilies given ; because that day 
The monarch had beheld the valiant two 
‘With crimsoned staves, returning from the fray ; 
And them with lands in Flanders vowed to glad ; 
And would, but that Medoro this forebad. 
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easing the insidious bled, the pai 
insidious blade, the pair are near 
‘Tho place, where round King Charlee’ pavilion 
Are tented warlike paladin and poer, 
Guarding the side that each is camped upon. 
When in time the paynit steer, 
And sheathe their swords, the impious slaughter done ; 
Deoming impossible, in such a number, 
But they must light on one who does not slumber. 
And though the i i escape wall charged with 
might escape we with prey, . 
‘To save themselves they think sufficient gain. 
Thither by what he deems the safest way 
(Medoro ing him) went Cloridane 
‘Where, in the field, ’mid bow and faulchion, lay, 
‘And shield and spear, in pool of purple stain, 
* ‘Wealthy and poor, the king and vaseal’s corse, 
And overthrown the rider and his horse. 
CLXXXIII. 
The horrid mixture of the bodies there 
‘Which heaped the plain where roved these comrades sworn, 
Might well have rendered vain their faithful care. 
‘Amid the mighty piles, till break of morn, 
Had not the moon, at young Medoro’s prayer. 
Out of a gloomy cloud put forth her horn. 
Medoro to the heavens upturne his eyes 
Towards the moon, and thus devoutly cries: 
CLXXXIV. 
“0 holy goddess! whom our fathers well 
“ Have styled as of a triple form, and who 
“Thy sovereign beauty dost in heaven, and hell, 
“And earth, im many forms reveal; and throug! 
“The mnwood helt, of beast and monster fell, 
«—A huntress bold—the flying steps pursue, 
“Show where my king, amid so many lies, 
“Who did, alive, thy holy studies prize.” 
At the youth's prayer from partod cloud outahone 
+ the youth’s prayer from cloud out 
ere it the work of faith or accident) 
1e moon, as fair, as when Endymion 
She circled in her naked arms: with tent, 
Christian or Saracen, was Paris-town 
Seen in that leam, and hill and i 8 extent, 
‘ith these Mount Martyr and Mount ’s height, 
This on the lof, and that upon the right” 
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. CLXXXVI. 

The silvery splendour glistened yet more clear, 
‘There where renowned Almontes’ son lay dead. 
Faithful Medoro mourned his master dear, 

‘Who well agnized the quartering white and red, 
‘With visage bathed in many a bitter tear 

(For he a rill from either eyelid shed), 

And piteous act and moan, that might have whist 
The winds, his melancholy plaint to list ; 


Hlurcying thei steps thoy hastened, as they might 
a8 
Tee embed Ne dae Get fe hey mak 


And now approaching was the lord of light, 
‘To sweep from heaven the stars, from earth the shade, 
‘When good Zerbino, he, whose valiant sprite 
‘Was ne'er in time of need by sleep down-weighed, 
From chasing Moors all night, his homeward way 
Was taking to the camp at dawn of day. 
CLXXXIx. 

‘He has with him some horsemen in his train, 

‘That from afar the two companions spy. 
ing thus some spoil or prize to 

‘They, every one, towards that quarter hie. 
«« Brother, bohoves us,” eried young Cloridane, 
“Mo east away the load we bear, and fly : 
“For ’twere a foolish thought (might well be said) 
“To lose two living men, to save one dead ;” 

‘And dropt the burden, westag hia Medore 
ad due the same by ty upon hia des 
Bat that poor boy, who loved his master more, 
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cxcl. 

Those horsemen, with intent to make the two 
Yield themselves prisoners to their band, or die, 
Some here, some there, disperse the champaign through, 
‘And every’ pass and outlet occupy. 

The captain, little distant from his crew, 
Is keener than the rest the chase to ply; 
And, when he sees them hurrying in such guise, 
Is certain that the twain are enemies. 
CXxcil. 
Of old an ancient forest clothed that lair, 
Of ealvago beasts alone tho wld reper 
re its alone wi ir, 
And, Tike 8 labyrinth, full of narrow ways: 
Here from the boughs such shelter hope the pair 
As may conceal them well from hostile gaze. 
But him I shall expect who loves the rhyme, 
To listen to my tale some other time. 


CANTO XIX. 
ARGUMENT, 


Medoro, by Angelica’s quaint hand, 
Ts healed, and weds, and bears her to Catay. 
At length Marphisa, with the chosen Band, 
After long euffering, makes Laiazzi’s bay. 
Guido the savage, bondsman in the land, 
Which impious women rule with evil noay, 
With bold Marphisa strives in single fight, 
And lodges her and here at fall of night. 


a 

‘By whom he is beloved can no one know, 

‘Who on the top of Fortune's wheel is seated ; 
“Since he, by true and faithless friends, with show 

Of equal faith, in glad estate is greeted. 

But, ehould felicity be changed to woe, 

‘The flattering multitude is turned and fleeted ! 

‘While he who loves his master from his heart, 

Even after death performs his faithful part, 


CANTO SIX. ORLANDO FURTIOSO. 


IL 
‘Were the heart seen as is the outward cheer, 
‘He who at court is held in sovereign grace, 
‘And he that to his lord is little dear, 
‘With parts reversed, would fill each other's place ; 
The humble man the greater would appear, 
And he, now first, be hindmost in the race. 
But be Medoro's faithful story said, 
‘The youth who loved his lord, alive or dead. 


I. 
‘The cloéest path, amid the forest ray, 
To save himself, pursued the youth forlorn ; 
But all his schemes were marred by the delay 
Of that sore weight upon his shoulders borns. 
The place he knew not, and mistook the way, 
adhd hnmwall again in sheltering thorn. 
Secure and distant was his mate, that through 
The greonwood-shade with lighter shoulders flew. 


Iv. 
So far was Cloridan advanced before, 

‘He heard the boy no longer in the wind; 
But when he marked the absence of Medore, 
It seemed as if his heart was left behind. 
“ah! how was I so negligent,” (the Moor 
Exclaimed,) “so far beside myself, and blind, 
“That I, Medoro, should without thee fare, 

“ Nor know when I deserted thee or where ?” 


v. 
So saying, in the wood he disappears, 

‘Piongieg into the maze with Rurried pace ; 
‘And thither, whence he lately issued, steers, 
And, desperate, of death returns in trace 
Cries and the tread of steeds this while he hears, 
‘And word and threat of foemen, as in chase; 
Lastly Medoro by his voice is known, 
Disarmed, on foot, ‘mid many horse, alone. 


vi. 

‘A hundred horsemen who the youth surround, 
Zerbino leads, and bids his followers soize 
‘Tho stripling ; like a top, the boy turns round 
‘And keeps him as he oan: among the trees, 
Behind oak, elm, beech, ash, he takes his ground, 
‘Nor from the cherished load his shoulders frees. 
‘Wearied, at length, the burden he bestowed 
Upon the grass, and stalked about his load. 
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vu. 
Aa in her rocky cavern the she-bear, 
_ With whom close warfare Alpine hunters wage, 
Unoertain hangs about her care, 
And growls in mingled sound of love and rage. 
‘To unsheath her claws, and blood her tushes bare, 
‘Would natural hate and wrath the beast engage ; 
Love softens her, and bids from strife retire, 
‘And for her offepring watch, amid her ire. 
VILL. 
Cloridan, who to aid him’ knows not how, 
‘And with Medoro willingly would die, 
But who would not for death this being forego, 
Until more foes than one should lifeless lie, 
Ambushed, his sharpest arrow to his bow 
Fits, and directa it with so true an eye, 
The feathered weapon bores a Scotchman’s brain, 
‘And lays the warrior dead upon the plain. 


x. 
Together, all the others of the band 

thither, whence was shot the murderous reed ; 
Meanwhile he launched another from his stand, 
That a new foe might by the weapon bleed, 
Whom (while he made of this and that demand, 
And loudly questioned who had done the deed) 

arrow reached—transfixed the wretch's throat, 

‘And cut his question short in middle note. 


x. 

Zerbino, captain of those horse, no more 
Can at the piteous sight his wrath refrain ; 
In farious Heat, he springs upon Medore, 
Exclaiming, “Thou of this shalt bear the pain.” 
One hand ‘he in his locks of golden ore 
Enwreaths, and drags him to himself amain ; 
But, as his eyes that beauteous face survey, 
Takes pity on the boy, and does not slay. 


. xr. 
‘To him the stripling turns, with suppliant cry, 
‘And, “ aa , sir knight,” exclaims, “I pray, 
“Be not so passing cruel, nor deny 
“That I in earth my honoured ing may lay: 
“No other grace I supplicate, nor 
+ This for the love of life, believe me, say. 
“So much, no longer, space of life I crave, 
“ As may suffice to give my lord a grave. 
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xu. 

“ And if you needs must foed the beast and bird, 
“ Like Theban Creon, let their worst be done! 
“Upon these limbs ; so that by me interred 
“Tn earth be those of good Almontes’ son.” 
‘Medoro thus his suit, with grace, preferred, 
‘And words—to move a mountain ; and s0 won 
Upon Zerbino's mood, to kindness turned, 
With love and pity he all over burned. 


XIIr. 

This while. a churlish horseman of the band, 
Who little deference for his lord confest, 
His lance uplifting, wounded overhand 
The unhappy suppliant in his dainty breast. 
Pai eg 

(") sti rather that, opprest 
And livid with the blow the chur! bad eped, 
Medoro fell as he was wholly dead. 


xiv. 
So grieved Zerbino, with such wrath was stung, 

"Not unavenged shalt thou remain,” he eries ; 
‘Then fall of evil will in fury sprung 
Upon the author of the foul emprize. 
But he his vantage marks, and, 
The warriors, in a moment sli 
Cloridan, who beholds the 
Of young Medoro’s fall, springs 





xv. 
And casts away his bow, and, ‘mid the band 
Of foemen, whirls his faulchion, in desire 
Rather of death, than hoping that his hand 
May snatch a vengeance equal to his ire. 
‘Roged with Ka blood, and nly to ort 
inged with hi and ready to expire, 
‘And fecling ho the sword no moro ean guide, 
Lets himself drop by his Medoro’s side. 


XVI 
‘The Scots pursue their chief, who pricks before, 
the deep wood, inspired by high disdain, 
When has left the one and the other Moor, 
és dead, that scarce alive, upon in. 
There for a mi ty space lay young Medora, 
Spouting his life-blood from so large a vein, 
Ho would have perished, but that thither made 


A stranger, as it chanced, who lent him aid. 
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xvi. 
By chance arrived a damsel at the place, 
‘Who was (though mean and rustie wes her wear) 
Of royal presence and of beauteous face, 
And lofty manners, sagely debonair : 
Her have I left unsung 80 lorig a space, 
That you will hardly recognise the fair. 
Angelica, in her (if known not) sean, 
The lofty daughter’of Catay’s great khan. 
Xvi. 
lica, when she had won agai 
Ting Brunello had from her conveyed, 
So waxed in stubborn pride and haught disdain, 
She seemed to scorn this ample world, and strayed 
Alone, and held es cheap each living swain, 
Although, amid the best, by Fame arrayed : 
Nor brooked she to remember  galant : 
Tn Count Orlando or king Sacripant ; 


XIX. 

And above every other deed repented, 
"That good Rinaldo she had loved of yore ; 
‘And that to look so low she had consented, 
(As by such choice dishonoured) grieved her sore. 

, hearing this, such arrogance resented, 

‘And would the damsel’s pride endure no more. 
‘Where young Medoro lay he took his stand, 
And waited her, with bow and shaft in hand. 


xx. 
‘When fair jelica the stripli ies, 
Nigh esd death in thet aeeboes fray, 
10 for his king, that there uunsheltered Ties, 
‘More sad than for his own misfortune lay, 
She feels new pity in her bosom rise, 
Which makes its entry in unwonted way. 
Touched was her haughty heart, once hard and curst, 
And more when he his piteous tale rehearsed. 
xxL 
And calling back to memory her art, 
For she in Ind had learned chirurgery, 
(Since it such studies in that part 
orthy of praise and fame are held to be, 
And, as an heirloom, sires to sons im] 
‘With little aid of books, the prey) 
Disposed herself to work with simples’ juice, 
Till she in him should healthier life produce ; 
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- XXxIL 
And recollect a herb had caught er sight 
ther, on a pleasant 
What (whether dittany or pancy hight) 
I know not ; fraught with virtue to res 
‘The crimson blood forth-welling, and of might 
To sheathe each perilous and piercing pai 
She found it near, and having gale the weed, 
‘Returned to seek Medoro on the mead. 
he ‘i XXIn. 
turning, she upon a swain did light, 
‘Who wea on horseback porter aa the wood. 
Strayed from the lowing herd, the rustic wight 
A heifer, missing for two days, pursued. 
Ftim she with her conducted, whore the might 
Of the faint youth was ebbing with his blood : 
‘Which had the ground about so deeply dyed, 
Life was nigh wasted with the gushing tide. 
An bi the grounds 
ie ights uy 4 
"Fede bo rose some, at her heat, 
She hastened ‘twixt two stones the herb to pound, 
‘Then took it, and the healing juice exprest : 
‘With this did she foment the stripling’s wound, 
And, even to the hips, his waist and breast ; 
‘And (with such virtue was the salve endued) 
It stanched his life-blood, and his strength renewed ; 
XXvV. 
And into him infused such force again, 
‘That he could mount the horse the swain conveyed : 
But good Medoro would not leave the plain 
Till he in earth had seen his master laid. 
He, with the monarch, buried Cloridane, 
‘And after followed whither pleased the maid, 
Who was to stay with him, by ity led, 
Beneath the courteous shepherd's bumble shed. 
XXVL 
Nor would the damsel quit the lowly pile 
(So she esteemed the youth) till he was sound ; 
Such pity first she felt, when him erewhile 
She saw outstretched and bleeding on the ground. 
Touched by his mien and manners next, a file 
She felt corrode her heart with secret wound ; 
She felt corrode her heart, and with desire, 
By little and by little warmed, took fire. 
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XXVIII. 
The sheplierd dwelt, between two mountains hoar, 
Tn goodly cabin, in the greenwood-shade, 
Wit fe and children ; in short time before, 
The brent-new shed had builded in the 
Here of his griesly wound the youthful eee. 
‘Was brief healed by the Catayan maid ; 
But who in briefer space, a sorer smart 
Than young Medoro’s, suffered at her heart. 
XXVIII. 
A wound far wider and which deeper lies, 
Now in her heart she feels, from viewless bow ; 
Which from the boy’s fair hair and beanteous eyes 
Had the od ti archer dealt: a sudden glow 
still the flames increasing rise ; 
‘Yet less she heeds her own than other's woe : 
—Heeds not herself, and onl to content 
‘The suthor of her cruel ill is 
XxIX. 
Her ill but festered and increased the more 
‘The stripling’s wounds were seen to heal and close : 
‘The youth grew lusty, while che suffered sore, 
And; with new fever parched, now burnt, now froze : 
From day to day in beauty waxed Medore : | 
She miserably wasted ; like the snow’s 
Unseasonable flake, which melts away 
Exposed, in sunny place, to scorching ray. 
XxX. 
She, if of vain desire she will not die, 
Must help herelf, no nor yot delay the aid. 
‘And she in truth, her will to satisfy, 
Deemed 'twas no tint to weit tll he was prayed. 
‘And next of shame renouncing every tie, 
‘With tongue as bold as eyes, petition made, 
And begged him, haply an unwitting foe, 
To the anne be of sat cruel blow. 


O Count Orlando, O ki sot Gircasey, 
Say what your valour has availed ‘0 you! 
Soy what hat your honour boots, what fondly feo 

both, for service true! 
Bon chow sae'but 2 single courtesy, 
With which she ever graced ye,—old or new,— 
‘As some poor recompense, desert, or guerdon, 
For having born o long so sore a burden ! 
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Oh! couldst thou ners? 
couldst in to life return, 
How hard would ta 


‘Unsung, who a thousand fests in vain 
"thes rare what pain ’twould be 
Could you within his arms the damsel see! 
XXXxUI. 
To pluck, as yet untouched, the virgin rose, 





They holy oremonies interpose, 
to veil—to |—the matter o'er. 

Young Love was brideanan thore the to to bless, 

‘And for brideswoman stood the shopherdess. 


XXxIv. 
Take couple made their woaling ar they migh 
le their we i as they i nt 5 
pen be centre sea ees 
‘The happy lovers rested in delight. 
Save for the youth the lady has no eyes, 
om with bis loks cnn ity her sigh 
Or on me can tire, 
Or fel sho can oostent or fond deine. 


XXXV. 

‘The beauteous boy is with her, night and day 

Does she untent jeoale or keep p the shed. 
lorning or eve to some meadow stray, 

Now to this bank, and to that other led : % 

Haply, in cavern harboured, at mid-day, 

Grateful as that to which Aineas fled 

‘With Dido, when the tempest raged above, . 

The faithful witness to their secret love. 

XXXVI. 

Amid such pleasures, where, with tree o’ergrown, 
‘Ran stream, or bubbling fountain’s wave did spin, 
On bark or rock, if yielding were the stone, 
The knife was straight at work or ready pin. 
‘And there, without, in thousand places lone, 
‘And in as many places graved, withi 
Muporo and ‘Asomtses were traced, 

In divers cyphers quaintly interlaced. 
VoL. 1. BB 


3869 


370 ORLANDO FURIOS0. CANTO XIX. 


XXXVH. 
‘When she believed had their 
More than enow, eden ode te design my 
In India to revisit her Catay, 
And with its crown Medoro’s head entwine. 
She had upon her wrist an armlet, gay 
With con gem, in witness and in sign 
Of love to her by Count Orlando borne, 
And which the damsel for long time had worn. 
XXXVI. 
On Ziliantes, hid beneath the wave, 
‘This Morgue bestowed ;* and from captivity 
The youth (restored to Monodante’s grave, 
His ancient sire, through Roland’s chivalry) 
To Roland in return the bracelet gave : 
Boland, a lover, deigned the gorgeous fee 
To wear, with the intention to conve 
‘The present to his queen, of whom I say. 
XXXIX. 
No love which to the paladin she bears, 
But that it costly is and wrought with care, 
This to Angelica 60 much endeare, 
That never more esteemed was matter rare : 
This she was suffered, in THE ISLE OF TEARS, 
I know not by what privilege, to wear, 
‘When, naked, to the whale exposed for food 
By that inhospitable race and rade. 
XL. 
She, not ing wherewithal to 
‘The kindly couple's hospitality, 
Served by them in their cabin, from the day 
She there was lodged, with such fidelity, 
Unfastened from her arm the bracelet gay, 
And bade them keep it for her memory. 
onan henee the lovers climb the side 
Of hills, which fertile France from Spain divide. 
XII. 
Within Valencia or Barcelona's town. 
‘The couple thought a little to remain, 
Until some goodly ship should make her boun 
To loose for the L sas so the twain 
fourney, beneath Gerona,—coming down 
Those mountaine—the behold the subject main ; 
And keeping on their left the beach below, 
By beaten track to Barcelona go. 
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XLIL. 

But, ere they there arrive, a crazed wight 
‘They find, extended on the outer shore ; 
‘Who is bedaubed like swine, in filthy p! 
And smeared with mud, face, reins, and 
He comes upon them, as a dog in spite 
Swiftly assails the stranger at the door ; 
And is about to do the lovers acorn. 
But to the bold Marphisa I return— 


XLII. 
Marphisa, Astolpho, Gryphon, Aqulent 
these and of the will I tell: 
‘Who, death before their eyes, the vext Levant 
Traverse, and ill resist the boiserons ewel. 
‘While aye more passing proud an nt, 
‘Waxes ih rage and throat the tempest fall. 
And now tho days the angry gle has blown, 
Nor signal of abatement yet has shown. 






XLIV. 
‘Waves lifted by the waxing tempest start 
Gastle and fidoring, and? ior thor be 
Aught standing left in any other part, 
Tis cut away and cast into the sea. 
Here, pricking out their course upon the chart, 
One by a lantern does his ministry, 
Upon a sea-chest propt ; another wight 
Is busied in the well by toreh’s light. 
XLV. 
This one beneath the poop, beneath the prow 


That other, stands to watch the ebbing sand ; 
And (each half. ran out) returns to know 


‘What way the ship has made, and towards what land. 


Thence all to their different thoughts, below, 
‘To midships make resort, with chart in 5 
There where the mariners, assembled all, 

Are met in council, at the master’s call. 


XLVI. 
One Te he tnena ae his reek igh 
“ ?— ant is reckoning, 
The rok of Trpal dhe bark mt bo” _ 
Where shipwrecked, for the most vessels lie. 
Another ; We are lost on Setalye 
“Whose coast makes many patrons weep and sigh.” 
According to their judgment, all 
‘Their reasons, each with equal opprest. 2 
BB 
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XLVIL. 

More spitefally the wind on the third day 
Blows, and tho ea more yeasty billows rears: 
The fore-mast by the first is borne away, 
‘The rudder by the last, with him who steers. 
Better than steel that man will bide the assay, 
—Of marble breast—who has not now his fears. 
Marphisa, erst so confident ‘mid harms, 
Denied not but that day she felt alarms. 

A ed XUvin. 

igrimage is vowed to Sinai, 

RoSGrurks ind Gallice and'to Rome, 
Ettino, and other place of sanctity, 
If such is named, and to the holy tomb. 
Meanwhile, above the sea and near the 
‘The bark is tost, with shattered plank and boom ; 
From which the crew had cut, in her distress, 
‘The mizenmast, to make her labour less. 


xix. 

They bale and chest and all their heavy lumber 
Cast overboard, from poop, and prow, and side 
And every berth and cabin disencumber 

Of ‘merchandizo, to feed the greedy tide. 
sec Set de Sel oe wove a 
This the hold beste hinuell, where 
Planks opened by the boating see appear. 


in this rouble, in this Woe, remained 
woe fall four days and helpless was their plight 
And a fll victory the soa hd guined, 

Tf yet alittle had endured ita spite 

But them with hope of clearer sky sus 

The ral Ge appearance of St. Elmo’ se a 
Whi ev ‘was gone) descending glowe: 

a the ® pow sore 


‘When, flaming, pentieous light surveyed, 
‘All those aboard down in hamble guise, 
‘And Heaven for peace and for smooth water prayed, 
‘With trembling Yoies and with watery eyes. 

Nor longer waxed the storm, which had dismayed, 
Till then enduring in such cruel wise. 
North-weeter or cross-wind no longer reigns ; 

But tyrant of the sea the south remains. 
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ined so passing streng, 
And from its sable mouth so fiercely blew, 


‘Who bids them cast out spars, and veer away 
which holds this float, and as they flee, 
two-thirds, their furious course delay. 


pevere 
Hart 
uF 
ie 
eege 
eee 
Wy 
PE 


i the vessel, hap 


2 
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Eve 
E 


farms tho patron's visage with dismay, 
‘When he perceives what is the neighbouring land, 
‘Who will not to the port for shelter hie, 
Nor yet can keep the open sea, nor fly. 
LY. 


The cannot fly, nor yet can Keep the wea 

‘or mast anc yards are gone, and by the stroke 
OF the hage billows beating frequently, 
‘Loosened 1s plank, and beam timber broke : 
And certain death to make the port would be, 
Or to be doomed to a ‘yoke, 

For each is made a slave, or sentenced dead, 
Thither by evil Chance or Error led. 


LVL 
Bore mus "twas to doubt ; lest hostile band 
Should ally from the puissant town in sight, 

‘With armed barks, and upon theirs lay hand, 

In evil case for sea, and worse for fight. 

‘What time the patron knows not what command 
To give, of him inquires the English knight, * 

“What kept his mind ‘in that sort, 

* And why at first he had not made the port. 

© Astolpho. 
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LVIL 

To him relates the patron, ‘ how a crew 
‘Of murderous women tenanted that shore, 
* Which, by their ancient law, enslaved or slew 
“All those whom Fortune to this kingdom bore ; 
‘And that he only could such lot eschew 
‘That in the liste ten champions overbore, 
“And having this achieved, the following night 


‘In bed should with ten damsels take 
LVill. 
“ And if he brings to end the former feat, 
«But the next unfinished leaves, 


«They kill him, and as slaves his fol treat, 

“Conemned to delve their land or keep beeves. 
‘—If for the first and second labour meet— 

‘ He liberty for all his band achieves, 

‘ Not for himself ; who there must stay and wed 

‘Ten wives by him selected for his bed.’ 


Lx. 

strange a custom of the neighbouring strand 
Se prrincct a lnngh Aatolpho ouanot het 
Sansonet and Marphisa, near at hand, 
Next Aquilant, and he, his brother dear, 
Arriro to then the patron who from land 

re keeps iy explains 16 cause 

‘and ores “T Tiefer in the sea would choke, 

“Than here of servitude endure the yoke.” 


Lx. 
‘The sailors by the patron's rede abide, 
And all the passengers afrighted sore; 
Bave that ‘took the other side 
‘With hers, who deemed that safer was the shore 
‘Than sea, which raging round them, far and wide, 
‘Than a hundred thousand swords dismayed them’ more. 
‘Them little this, or other place alarms, 
So tat they har but power to wield thir arma 


‘The warriors are impatient ail fo land: 
But boldest is of these the English peer ; 
‘Knowing how soon his hora will clear the strand, 
‘When the scared foe its pealing sound ehall hear. 


dad inte who are the wtrongest br puch sort 
Compel the patron, that he makes the port. 
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L&I. ’ 
when their bark was first 
‘a main th cal ay vow 
had observed a galley, well supplied 
‘With precise tarinis 22d numer owe 
le them uncertain counsels did divide) 
e for their wretched ship, the billows through : 
Her lofty prow to their short stern and low 
‘These lash, and into port the vessel tow. 
thitherward orked with Cd 
erward were worked wit and oar, 
TH rae en nah coeilonce of the val, 
Since to lay starboard course or larboard more, 
‘No means were left them ta eral gle. 


‘And with unceasing hope of comfort oa 
Master and mariners opprest with dread. 


_ LUXIv. 

Like « half.moon, from the beach, 
More than four ea about, the city's port s 
Bix hundred paoee deep 3 crowning each 
‘Horn of the circling haven, was a fort ; 
One side, secure from storm or breach, 
{Sere on iy from the pout), a eaforoaor, 

town extended 
ABSGC sad bhi ord 


No sooner there the harboue ship was seen 


Six thousand women trooped, with bow in hand ; 
And, to remove all hope of flight, between 
One castle and the other, drew a band; 
And with strong chains and barks the port enclosed ; 
‘Which ever, for that use, they kept disposed. 
LXVL 

A dame, as the Cumean syhil gray, 

Or He Hector's s ancient mother of renown, 


the patron ont apd bade hn ey, 
Es carteert oc were willing to lay down 
“Or were cantent Doneath the Soke {9 stay, 
* Accor to the custom of the tows. 

— One of two evils must Choose, —“be slain, 
* Or captives, one and all, must there remain.’ 
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LXVI. 
«Tis true, if one so bold and of such might 
“ Be found amid your crew,” (the matron said), 
“That he ten men of ours engage in 
“« And can in cruel battle lay them dead, 
«‘And, after, with ten women, in one night, 
« Suffice to play the husband's part in bed, 
“ He shall remain our sovereign, and shall sway 
“The land, and you may homeward wend your way. 
LXVIi. 
“And at your choice to stay shall also be, 
“ Whether a part or all, but with this pact, 
“That he who here would stay and would be free, 
«Gan with ten. dames the husband's enact. 
“ But if your chosen warrior fall or flee, 
« By his ten enemies st once attacked, 
“Or for the second fanction have not breath, 
“To slavery you we doom, and him to death.” 


LXIx. 
At what she deemed the cavaliers would start, 
‘The beldam found them bold ; for to compete 
‘With those they should engage, and play their part 
feat. 


The want should with the faulchion be supplied. 
Lxx. 
The patron is commanded their reply 
‘Resolved in common council to unfold ; 
“The dames at pleasure may’ their prowess try, 
Ee ep meer nil bold.’ 
lashings 0 veagels untie, 
The skipper heaves the warp, be arn lay hold, 
And lowers the bridge ; o’er which, in warlike weed, 
‘The expectant cavaliers their coureers lead. 


LXXI. 
These the middle of the city go, 
And see the damsels, as they forward fare, 
Ride through the streets, succinct, in haughty show; 
‘And arm, in guise of warriors, in the square. 
Nor to gird sword, nor fasten spur below, 
Is man allowed, nor any arm to wear; 
Excepting, as I eaid, the ton ; to follow 
The ancient usage which those women hallow. 


Google 
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All others of the man! sex they seat, 
‘the dial, Boies, ‘card and: sow, 
i descending to the feet, 


‘Which renders them effentinate and slow ; 
Some chained, frothy jabour fo complete 
‘Are tasked, to keep. their cattle, or to plough. 
Few are the males ; and acarce the warriors ken, ,_ 
‘Amid a thousarid dames, a hundred'men.’ - ~_ 


XXII. 
Tha Kaightedotomining by lotto ty’ 


‘Who in their.common cause, on 


Bho say the fn, whom they nee fr, . 


Ahd in the other field ten others rand, 
Designed to the bold Marphisa 

ae nsttne would be found ; 
veces ld bs, in the second j cast a ve, 
Il-qualified the victory to acl 


LXXIv., 

But with the,others she, fhe martial maid, . 
‘Will run her risk; and ’tis her destiny ay 
<Lwilloy'down this if,” the dams said,, ° 
« Rath lay down your liberty.” 


“But thie”-—with that ahe pointed to the blade, 7 


Which’ she had “fils yout bec security 
«Twill all tangles 
Ar Alora a 0 ie ofS 


“I will not henceforth shane shall ‘complain, 
“ So long as the world lasts, of this 
So said the maid, nor could the frien: train * 
‘Take from her what had fallen to her sl 
Fig Trensaetes every thing to lose, or. “gain . 
they leave the care. 
wae cao pate and mail all over steeled, | 
Ready for cruel fight, she takes’ the field. 
, LXXVI. 
High up the spacious city is is a place, 
ith steps, which serve as seats in rising rows ; 
Which for nought else is used, except the chase, 
lourney, or wrestling match, or like 3 shows. 
Four ates of solid bronze secure the space. 
Thither of armed dames the rabble tome 
In troubled tide ; and to 
That she may enter, 
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On picballed ho Manian tered, 

n piel Tse entered,—spread ; 

a val about his bain? 

Ott bull connteraage and ities head, 

And beantcous points, and haughty gut and air 

d coursers which he fed, 

ins as 3 the best, and biggest, and most rare, 
Norandino chose, and decked with brave 
‘costly tapping, fo to Marphica gave. 


‘Through the south ne em hay, ain 
Marphisa entered: nor expected 1028 strain » 
Bet she heard er sppreacing tram 
bite ei me 1 strong ; 
Peal ee pe! caer the northern wain, 
Saw her ten opposites appear: amo 
‘These, as their leader, pricked a ca 
Excelling all the rest in goodly cheer. 


LXXIX, 
On a large courser came the | foe, 
Which was, excepting the near foot behind 
‘And forehead, darker than was ever crow : 
His foot and forehead with some white were signed. 
e horseman did his horse’s colours show 
In his own dress ; and hence might be divined, 
He, as the mournful hue o’erpowered the clear, 
‘Was less inclined to smile, than mournful tear. 
LXXX. 
‘At once their spears in rest nine warriors laid, 
‘When the trump sounded, in the hostile train, 
But he in black no sign of jousting made, 
‘As if he held such vantage in disdain : 
Better he deemed the law were disobeyed, 
‘Than that his courtesy should suffer stain. 
‘The knight retires apart, and sits to view 
‘What against nine one single lance can do. 


LXXXxI. 
Of emooth and balanced pace, the damsel’s horse 
To the encounter her with swiftness bore ; 
‘Who poised a lance so massive in the course, 
Tt would have been an overweight for four. 
Sho, disombarking, as of greatest force 
‘The boom had chosen out of many more. 
‘At her fierce semblance when in motion, quail 
‘A thousand hearts, thousand looks grow pale. 
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LXXXIL 
‘The bosom of the first she opens £0, 
As might surpris, if naked were the brast 


Speared on her lance she left him on the plain, 
‘And at the others drove with flowing rein 5 


LXXXIIL 
‘And so she shocked the second of the crew, 
‘And dealt the third so terrible a blow, 
From sell and life, with broken spine, the two 
Bho drove at once. So fell the overthrow, 


T have seen bombard open in such mode 
The squadrons, as that band Marphisa strowed. 


‘Many good spears broken on the dam 
were broken on e, 
When teelars play the shas's mary’ 
en revellers play 's merry game,® 
Is ever moved by stroke of heary ball 
So hard the temper of her corslet’s mail, 
‘The strokes aye harmlees on the breast-plate fall, 
‘Whose steel was heated in the fires of hell, 
And in Avernus’ water slaked by spell. 
LXXxXxv. 

At the end of the career, she checked her steed, 
‘Wheeled him about, and for a little stayed ; 
And then against the others drove at 
Broke them, and to the handle dyed her blade. 
‘Here shorn of arms, and there of head, they bleed ; 
And other in such manner cleft the maid, 

‘That breast, and head, and arms r fell, 
Belly and legs remaining in the. 


LXXXvL 
‘With such just measure him she cleaves, I say, 
‘Where the two haunches and the ribs confine : 


A pious quittance for accepted vow. 


380 ORLANDO FURIOSO. CANTO XIX, 


LXXXVII. 
Marphiss next made after one that flew, 
And overtook the wretch, and cleft (before 
Ho the mid-square had won) his collar through, 
8o clean, no surgeon ever pieced it more. 
One after other, all in fine she slew, 
Or wounded every one ahe smote so sore, 
She was secure, that never more would foe 
Arise anew from earth, to work her woe. 
LXXxxvil. 
‘The cavalier this while had stood aside, 
{ho had the ten conducted to the place, 
Since, with so many it one to ride, 
Wor tay rantage foul snd bases 
10, NOW a single hand 
is whole array dap oed 
forth against the martial maid, to show 
"Twas courtesy, not fear had made him slow. 


Bt ith his right hand, mad 
(o signing wit t le appear 
That he would speak ere their career was run, 
Nor thinking that beneath such manly cheer 
A gontle virgin was concealed, begun : 
thou needs must be, sir cavalier, 
“Sore wearied with such mighty slaughter done ; 
« And if I were disposed to weary thee 
“More than thou art, it were discourtery, 


xc. 
“To thee, to rest until to-morrow’s li, ht, 
pen to renew the battle, I con: 
“No our ‘twere to-day to prove m} might | 
“On thee, roe eyo rey mig 
Warns ero not new fo mo, nor bata hgh 
“ Nor does fatigue eo ahort a toil succeed,” 
Answered Marphisa, “And I, at my post, 
*Hfopto prove Sn poe theo yer 
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xem. 
So said he ; and obedient to his hest 


Two , Say Tather heavy booms, they bear. 
He fo Marphinn bie ign the best, 
And the Yekes himeelf: tho martial pair 
Already, with their lances in the rest, 

‘Wait but till other blast the joust declare. 

Lo! earth and air and sea the noise rebound, 
‘As they prick forth, at the first trampet’s sound ! 


XcII. 
No mouth was opened and no eyelid fell, 
Nor breath was drawn, amid the observant crew : 
So sore intent was every one to spell 
Which should be conqueror of the warlike two. 
yhisa the black champion from his sell, 
So to o’erthrow he shall not rise anew, 
Levels her lance; and the black champion, bent 
To alay Marphisa, spurs with like intent. 
XcIvV. 
Both lances, made of willow thin and dry, 
Rather than stout and stubborn oak, appeared ; 
intered even to the rest, they fly : 
le with such force the encountering steeds careered, 
Tt seemed, as with a scythe-blade equally 
heed fica blieas 
e 3 but juicl seat 
‘Tho nimble ridore start upon their fect 


Xov, 
‘Marphise in her life, with certain wound, 

‘A thousand cavaliers on earth had laid; 
‘And never had herself been borne to grounds 
Yet quitted now the saddle, as was said. 
Not only at the accident astound, 
But nigh beside herself, remained the maid. 
Btrange to the sable cavalier withal, 
Unwont to be unhorsed, appeared his fall. 


XOvVI. 

scarcely touch the ground before they gain 

ir feet, and now the fierce assault renew, 
With cut and thrust ; which now with shield the twain 
Or blade ward off, and now by leaps eschew. 
Whether the foes strike home, oF smite in vain, 

ws Ting, and echo ether through. 
More foros’ those ohiatds those helms, those breastplates show 
Than anvils underneath the sounding blow. 
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Bacal the meastre one the 
And both receive as much as 
‘He who would see two 
To seek two fiercer need no gO. 
Nor to seek more dexterity or might ; 
For greater could not be in mortal wight. 
xXcvqil. 
‘The women who have sate long timo, to view 
The champions with such horrid strokes offend, 
Nor oi of trouble in the warriors true 
, nor yet of weariness, commend 

Them wi jt prs praises, as the worthiest two 

re‘er the sea’s wide arms extend. 
They deem these of mere toil and labour long 
2A stave tn Be nga of th ong 





Communing with herself, Maryse eaid, 

«That he moved not Before was well for me! 
“ Who risked to have been numbered with the dead, 
“If he at first had joined his company. 
ay te ‘ssaal blew ora.” “ths MI 
« Against ly blows.” colloquy 
She with herself maintained, and while she spoke, 
Ceasod not to ply her aword with cain ark 


“Twas well for me," the other cried 








« What had he been, renewed in might and main, 
“Tf he had rested till to-morrow’s light P 
“Right fortunate was I, as man could be, 

“That ho refused my proferod courtony I 


Till eve strove, nor adie yet a] 
Wiehe the vantage of the doubtful fray : 
Nor, without light, could either foe see clear 
‘How to avoid the furious blows: when day 
Was done, again theo courteous cavalier 
To his illustrious op) 

« What shall we doen since te Ane shades descend, 
“While we with equal fortune thus contend?” 
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cr. 

“ Meseems, at least, that till to-morrow’s morn 
«"Twere better thou prolonged thy life: no right 
“Have I thy doom, sir warrior, to adjourn 
“Beyond the limits of one little night. 

“ Nor will I that by me the blame be borne 

“That thou no shalt enjoy the light 

“With reason to the sex’s charge, by whom 

“This place is governed, lay thy cruel doom.” 
crm. . 

“Tf I lament thee and thy company, 

“Thou and hy comrades moy repose ih me 

“ ant les may with me, 

“ Bor whom there is no safe abode beside : 

“Since against you in conspiracy 

“ Are all whoeo husbands by thy hhand have died. 

“For every valiant warrior of the men 

«Slain in the tourney, consort was of ten. 





. civ. 
“The scathe they have to-day received from thee, 
“ Would ninety women wreak with vengeful spite ; 
« And, save thou take my hospitality, 
“expect by them to be assailed this night.” 
(Replied Mason)’ thas the Bich so plight, 
i isa), “ that faith so pli 
‘vabd goodness of thy heart, will prove ne less, 
“Than are thy corporal strength and hardiness. 


cv. 
“But if ss having to kill me, thou grieve, 
“Thou well msy ‘ieve, for reasons opposite ; 
“Nor hast thow enue to laugh, as I conceive, 
“ Nor hitherto hast found me worst in fight. 
“ peated thon wouldat defer o fy or leave, 
“Or prosecute by this or other light, 
“ Behold me prompt thy wishes to fulfil; 
“Where and whenever it shall be thy will !” 


cvI. 
So br consent the combatants divided, 


To both the brothers * and the rest who sided 
Upon that part, tho liberal lord did sue 
‘ith courteous prayer, that till the coming day 
They would be ‘Honed beneath his roof to stay. 
* Gryphon aud Aquilunt, 
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cvq. 
with the complied, 
And by the shah ts hae nce white 

lome as with their 
Dire into many bowers and fit, 
rphartine allah, 
up their vizors, 

One af other ; for (by what appears) 

‘The warrior hardly numbers eighteen years. 


cvIt. 

Mygh marvels with herself the gentle dame, 

it one 80 young 80 and dare. 
Much marvela fe (hin wonderment the anne) 
‘When he her sex agnizes 
Questioning one another o' ‘hei nae 
As speedily reply the youthful pair. 
But how was hight the youthful cavalier, 
Await till the ensuing strain to hear. 


CANTO Xx, 
ARGUMENT. 


Guido and his from that foul haunt retire, 
While alt Aatolpho chases with his horn, 
Who to all quarters of the town sets fire, 
Then roving singly round the world is borne. 


L 

Gauar feats the women of antiquit 
Tn arms and hallowed arts as well have done, 
And of their worthy works the memory 
‘And lustre through this ample world has shone. 
Praised is Camilla, with 
For the fair course which in battle run. 
Corinna and Sappho, famous for their lore, 
Shine two illustrious lights, to sot no more. 
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I. 
‘Women have reached the pinnacle of glory, 
In every art by them professed, well neon 5 
‘And whosoever turns the leaf of story, 
Finds record of them, neither dim nor mean. 
"The evil inBuence will be transitory, 
If long deprived of such the world has been ; 
And envious men, and those that never knew 
Thoir worth, have haply hid their honoure dus. 


Ii. 
‘To me it plainly seems, in this our age 
Of women such is the celebrity, 
That it may furnish matter to the page, 
‘Whence this dispersed to future years shall be ; 
‘And you, ye evil tongues which foully rage, 
Be tied to your eternal infamy, 
‘And women’s praises 80 
They shall, by much, M: 


IV. 
To her ‘ing yet again ; the dame ~ 
"To him who showed to her such courteous lore, 
Refused not to disclose her martial name, 
Since he agreed to tell the style he bore. 
She quickly setisfied the warvior’s claim ; 
To ary hi Glo she died wo sre 
Tam Marphisa,” the virago cried : 
All lee was known, as bruited far and wide. 





dent show, 
‘a worth outgo. 


v. 

Tho other, since ‘twas his to speak, begun 

‘With longer preamble: “Amid your train, 

“Sire, ita my belief that there is none 

“But has heard mention of my race and strain. 

“Not Pontus, Hthiopis, Ind alone, 

“With all their neighbouring realms, but France and Spain 

“ Wot well of Clermont, from whose loins the knight 

“ Issued who killed Almontes bold in fight, 


VL 

And Chiaréillo and Mambrino slew, 
“ And sacked the realm whose royal crown they wore. 
“Come of this blood, where Danube's waters, through 
« Bight horns or ten to meet the Euxine pour, 
“ Mo to the far-renowned Duke Aymon, who 
“Thither a stranger roved, my mother bore. 
« And ‘tis a twelvemonth now since her, in quest 
“ Of any Fronch kin, I left with grief opprest ; 

VOL. I. ce 


386 ORLANDO FURIOSO. CANTO Xx, 


VIL. 
“But reached not France, for southern tempest’s spite 
“Tmpelled me hither ; lodged in royal bower 
“Ton months or more ; for—miserable wight |— 
“Treckon every day and every hour. 
“Guido the Savage I by name am hight, 
“Tl mown and scarcely proved in warlike stower. 
“Hore Argilon of Melibow I 
“Blew with ten warriors in his company. 


vi. 
“ Conqueror as well in other field confessed, 
“Ten ladies are the partners of my bed : 
“elected at my choice, who are the best 
‘And fairest damsels in this kingdom bred : 
‘These I command, as well as all tho rest, 
“Who of their female band have made me head ; 
“ And so would make another who in fight, 
« Like me, ten opposites to death would smite.” 


x. 
Sir Guido is besought of them to say . 

‘Why there appear so few of the male race, 

to declare if women there bear eway 
O’er men, as men o'er them in other place. 
He; “Since my fortune has been here to stay, 
«T oftentimes have heard relate the case ; 
“And now (according to the story told) 
“Will, since it pleases you, the cause unfold. 


x. 

“ When, after twenty years, the Grecian host 
“ Returned from Troy? (ten years hostility 
“The town endured, ten weary years were tost 
“The Greeks, detained by adverse winds at sea), 
“ found their women had, for comforts lost, 
“ a pangs of absence, learned a remedy ; 
“ And, that they might not freeze alone in bed, 
“Chosen young lovers in their husbands’ stead. 


XL 
“ With others’ children filled the Grecian crew 
“Their houses found, and by consent was past 
“A pardon to their women ; for they knew 
“ How ill they could endure so long a fast. 
“But the adulterous issue, as their due, 
“Do seek their fortunes on the world wore cast : 
“Because the husbands would not suffer more 
“The striplings should be nourished from their #tore. 
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XII. 
“Some are exposed, and others underhand 


“Their kindly mothers ahelter and maintain : 
« While ho adalte, many @ various band, 
“Some some there dispersed, their 
« Arms aro the trade of some, Dy tome are resased, 
«, Betters and arta another tills the plain: 
One serves in court, by other guide 
“ The herd as pleases her who rules 


XIII. 
A boy departed with these youthful peers, 
owas of cruel Clytecinestra born 5 
“ Like lily fresh (be numbered eighteen years) 
“Or blooming rose, me from the 
his pin 


“ And their new state to secon and se 


Amid the hundred cities a old Crete, 
“Was the Dictean the most rich and bright ; 
“ Of fair and amorous dames the joyous seat, 
« Joyous with festive sports from morn to night : 
“An (as her townsmen aye were wont to greet 
“The afranger) with euch hospitable rite 
“ bey welcomed these, it little lacked but they 
Granted them o'er their households sovereign sway. 
xvi. 
‘Youthful and passing fair were all the crew, 
“The flower of Greece, whom bold Phalantus led ; 
* So that with those fair ladies at first view, 
“8 their hears, full well the striplings sped. 
“ Since, fair in deed as show, the true 
areas few day hows ae total ea 
“ And in few m days | to 80 grat prove 
“ eer dearest things they were beloved; 
oo 
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XVII. | 

“ After the war was ended on accord, 

“For which were hired Phalantus and his train, 

“And pay withdrawn, nor longer by the sword 

“Was aught which the adventurous youth can gain, 

“ And they, for this, anew would go abroad, : 

“The unhappy Cretan women more complain, 

And fuller tears on this occasion shed, 

“Than if their fathers lay before them dead. 


Xvi. 
“ Long time and sorely ail the striptings bold 
“Were, each apart, by them implored to stay : 
“ Who 'since the Aeoting youths they cannot hold, 
“ Leave brother, sire, and son, with these to stray, 
“ Of jewels and of weighty sums of gold 
«Spelling their households ere they wend their way. 
“For so well was the plot concealed, no wight 
‘Throughout all Creto waa privy to their fight. 
XIX. 
“So happy was the hour, so fair the wind, 
“They any alee had eft he lo belong, 
“ many miles the isl m 
“ Ere Crete lamented her ity. 
“Next, uninhabited by human kind, 


“MTs hore they eetled, it th ponder tos 
Z ere 8 , with the plunder 
“And otter welghed the issue of their theft.  - 


XX. 

“With amorous pleasures teemed this place of rest, 

“For ten days, to that roving company : 

«Bat, as oft happens that in youthfnl breast 

“ Abundance brings with it satiety, 

“To quit their women, with one wish possest, 

“The band resolved to win their liberty ; 

“ For never burden does so sore oppress 

“As woman, when her love breeds weariness. 


XXII. 

“They, who are covetous of spoil and gain, 

And ill-bested withal in ise know 

“That better means are wanted to maintain 

“So many paramours, than shaft. and bow ; 

“ And lea thus alone the wretched train, 

“Thence, with their riches charged the adventurers go 

“For Pughs’s pleasant land : founded near 

“The sea, Tarentum’s city, as I hear.. 
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xxi. 
“The women when they find themselves betrayed 
“ Of lovers by whose faith they set most store, 
“For many days remain so sore dismayed, 
“That they seem lifeless statues on the shore. 
« But seeing lamentations nothing aid, 
“And fruitless are the many tears they pour, 
« Bogin to meditate, amid their pains, 
«What remedy for such an ill remains. 
Some laying thei before 
7 f ir opinions now 
te ee agree 
«ds in their aad estate the wiser oo nd feet, 
« Throwing themselves at sire and hus! 's 
‘Bhan in those wilds, and on that desort shore, 
‘ ine of want.’ other troop repeat, 
“They should esteem it were a worthier notion 
‘To cast themselves into the neighbouring ocean ; 


XXIV. 
« And lighter ill, if they as harlots went 
“ About the world,—beggars or slaves to be, 
“Than offer up themselves for punishment, 
«Well merited by their iniquity.’ 


“Such and like schemes the yy dames present, 
“ Bach harder than the other. ly, 
“One Orontes amid these upstood, 


“Who drew her origin from Minos’ blood. 


XXV. 

“Youngest and fairest of the crew betrayed 
“ She was, and wariest, and who least had erred, 

‘Who to Phalantus’ arms had come s maid, 
«And left for him her father: she in word, 
«As well as in s kindling face, displayed ; 
“How much with generous wrath her heart was stirred; 
“Then, reprobating all advised before, 
“Spake; and adopted saw her better lore. 





XXVL 
“She would not leave the land they were upon, 
“Whose soil was fruitful, and whose air was sane, 
<hroughout which many limpid rivers an, 
‘Shaded with woods, and for the most part plain 
“With creek and port, where stranger bark could shun 
“Foul wind or storm, which vexed the neighbouring main, 
“That might from Afrio or from Egypt bring 
“‘Viotual or other necessary thing. 
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F (oh a they there should 
* For vengeance (she opi 8] stay 
“Upon tnan’e sex, which iad 09 sore offended 
“She willed each bark and crew which to that bay 
“For shelter from the angry tempest wended, 
“They should, without remorse, burn, sack, and slay, 
«Nor mercy be to any one extended.’ 
“Such was the lady's motion, such the course 
« Adopted ; and the statute put in force. 


XXVOL 
“The women, when they see the changing heaven 
“Tarbid with tempest, hurry to the strand, 
“ With savage Orontes, by whom given 
“Was the fell law, the raler of the land; 
And of all barks into their haven driven 
“Make havoc dread with fire and murderous brand, 
‘Tearing no man alive, who may difuse 
“Upon this side or that the dismal news. 
XXIX. 
Twas thus with the male sex at enmity, 
“Some years the lonely women lived forlorn : 
“Then found that huriful to themselves would be 
“The scheme, save changed ; for if from them were born 
“None to perpetuate their empery, 
“The idle law would soon be held in scorn, 
« And fail togethor with the unfruitfal reign, 
“Which they had hoped eternal should remain. 
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XXXL 
“ Ere this, too feeble to abide the test, 
“Many a one on scaffold lost his head. 
“Now these ten warriors so approved the best, 
“Were made partakers of their rule and bed ; 
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XxXxw. 
“ To swell, and next to child, and thence to fear, 
“The women turned to teeming wives, 
wor Shey in tne go many alos shoul eer 
“ As might invs 16 soverei 
“ And that the government ney Bold to dear 
“ Might finally from them revert to man. 
“ And 60, while these are children yet, take measure, 
“They never shall rebel against their pleasure. 
XXxUI. 
“That the male sex may not usurp the sway, 
"Ecae 
‘ one , and slay 
“The others, or abroad etka or sell. if 
“For this, they these to various parts convey, 
‘ And to the bearers of the children tell, 
“To truck the girls for boys in foreign lands, 
“Or not, at least, return with empty hands.’ 


XXXIV. 
“Nor by the women one preserved would be, 
“Tf they without them could the race maintain. 
“ Such all their mercy, all the clemen: 
“The law accords for theirs, not others’ gain. 
“The dames all others sentence equally ; 
“And temper but in this their statute's pain, 
“That, not as was their former practice, they 
«All in their rage promiscuously slay. 
XXXV. 
« Did ten or twenty persons, or yet more, 
« Arrive, they were imprisoned and put by ; 
«And every day one only from the store 
“Of victims was brought out by lot to die, 
“In fane by Orontea built, before 
‘An altar raised to Vengeance ; and to ply 
“«‘As headsman, and dispatch the unhappy men, 
“One was by lot selected from the ten. 
XXXVI. 
“To that foul murderous shore by chance did fare, 
« After long years elapsed, e youthful wight, 


«Whose fathers sprang from good Aloides were, 
«And he, of Te re ifbesto helt; , 
“There was he seized, of peril scarce aware, 


As unsuspecting such a foul despite: 
«And, clotely guarded, into prison flung, 
“ Kept for like cruel use the rest among. 
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XXXVII. 
“ Adorned with every fair accomplishment, 
‘OF pleasing face and manners was the peer, 
« And of a speech so sweet and eloquent, 
“ Him the deaf adder might have stopped to hear 
“ So that of him to Alexandria went 
“ as of a precious thing and rare. 
“he was the danghter of that matron bold, 
“ Queen Orontes, that yet lived, though old. 
XXXVIII. 
“ Yet Orontea lived, while of that shore 
“The other settlers all were dead and gone ; 
«And now ten times as many euch or more 
«Had into strength and greater credit grown. 
“Nor for ten forges, often closed, in store 
“ Have the ill-furnished band more files than one ; 
« And the ten champions have as well the care _ 
“To welcome shrewdly all who thither fare. 


KXXIx. 
Babel Pal Wo pid on oe 
«Bum to 80 rained on Part, 
“ The g] ot 
“Won ial plese him sd about to pest 
“From him, discovers that the cavalier 
“ Remains the master of her tortured heart ; 
“Finds herself bound, and that ‘tis vain to stir, 
«—A captive made by _ own prisoner.” 


“Tf pity? (end Elbanio) « ey fair, 
a8 in this cruel region known, as through 

“ All other countries, near or distant, where 
‘Tho wandering eun sheds light and oolouring lu, 
“I by your beauty’s Kindly should dare 
“orb ‘make each gentlo spirit bound to you) 
“To beg my life; which always, at your wil, 
as) ready for your love to spill. 


‘B since ce deprived of | a 1 bammanity 
nt 


eae 
‘t Thal mot now life of 
* (For fruitless meer I know, be thee demand) 
jut, whether a good knight or bad I be, 
“Ask but like to die with arms in hand, 
‘And not as one condemned to penal pain ; 
‘Or like brute beast in sacrifice be slain.’ 
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XL. 

“The gentle maid, her eye bedimm’d with tear, 
< Amity for the hapless youth, replied; 
“Though this land be more cruel and severe 
“Than any other country, far and wide, 
‘Bach woman is not a Modsa here 
“‘As thou wouldst make her; and, if all beside 
“Were of such evil kind, in me alone 
“Should an exception to the rest be known. 


xLoOL 

‘And though I, like so many here, of yore 

“Was fall of evil deeds and cruelty, 

*T can well say, I nover had before 

“A fitting subject for my clemency. 

‘But fiercer were I than a tiger, more 

‘Hard were my heart than ond, if in me 

“All hardness did not vanish and give place 

‘ Before your courage, gentleness, and grace. 
XLIv. 

‘Al{gunet the stangor to tows ahores conveyed 

« Agai stranger to these shores conv. 

“Be should I not esteem by death too dear 

“A ransom for thy worthier life were paid. 

«But none is here so great, sir cavalier, 

‘ Nor of sueh puissance as to lend thee aid ; 

“And what thou askest, though a scanty grace, 

“Were difficult to compass in this place. 


XLV. 
“And yet will I endeavour to obtain 
< Bor theo, Tefone thon perish, this content 
‘Though mach, I fear, ‘twill but augment thy pain 
“And thee protracted death but more torment. 
“So I the ten encounter,’ (said again 
Elbanio), ‘I st heart am confident 
“Myself 'to save, and enemies to slay ; 
“Though made of iron were the whole array.’ 


XLVI. 
“To this the youthful Alexandria nought 

Made answer, saving with a piteous sigh ; 
“And from the conference a bosom brought, 
“@ored with deep wounds, beyond all remedy. 
“To Orontea she repaired, and wrought 
“On her to will the stripling should not die, 
“Should he drplay such oorage and such kill 
“ As with his single hand the ten to kill, 
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XLVI. 

“Queen Orontea straightway bade unite * 

“ Her council, and bespoke the assembled band ; 

«It still behoves us place the prowest wight 

“Whom we can find, to guard our ports and strand. 

‘ And, to discover whom to take or slight, 

«Tis fitting that we prove the warrior’s hand : 

Lest, to our loss, the election made be wrong, 

“And we enthrone the weak and slay the strong. 


XLVIII. 

‘I deem it fit, if you the counsel shown 

‘ Deem fit as well, in future to ordain, | 
« ‘That each upon our coast by Fortune thrown, | 

«Before he in the temple shall be slain, 

‘Shall have the choice, instead of this, alone 

‘Battle against ten others to maintain ; 

‘ And if he conquer, shall the port defend 

‘ With other comrades, pardoned to that end. 

XLIX. 

“I aay this, since to strive against our ten, 

‘I seems, that one imprisoned here will dare : 

«Who, if he stands against so many men, 

‘By Heaven, deserves that we should hear his prayer ; 

‘ But if he rashly boasts himself, agai 

“As worthily due punishment should bear.’ 

“Here Orontea ceased ; on the other side, 

“To her the oldest of the dames replied. 


L 
“The leading cause, for which to entertain 
“This intercourse with men we first 
* Was not because we, to defend this reign, 
“Of their assistance stood in any need ; 
‘For we have skill and courage to maintain 
«This of ourselves, and force, withal, to speed. 
«Would that we could in all as well avail 
“Without their suecour, nor succession fail ! 
LL 
“But since this may not be, we some have made 
« (Those few) partakers of our company ; 
«That, ten to one, we be not overlaid ; 
‘Nor they possess them of the sovereign! 
«Not that we for protection need their aid, 
* But simply to increase and multiply, 
*Then be their powers to this sole feat addressed, 
“And be they sluggards, idle for the rest, 
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I. 
‘To keep among us such a puissant wight 
“Our first design would render wholly vain. 
«If one can singly slay ten men in fight, 
«How many women can he not restrain? 
‘If our ten champions had posressod such might, 
‘They the first day wonld have usurped the reign. 
“To arm a hand more powerful than your own 
To an ill method to maintain the throne, 


LI, 
“Reflect withal, that if your prisoner speed 
“So that he Lill ton champions in the fray, 


«A hundred women’s cry, whose lords will bleed 
«Beneath his faulchion, shall your ears dismay. 
“Let him not ‘scape by such murderous deed ; 
“Bat, if he would, propound some other way. 
‘Lehto of those ten supply the place 
* And please a hundred women, grant him grace.’ 
LIV. 
“This was severe Artomia's sentiment, 
“(Bo was she named) and had her counsel weighed, 
« Blbanio to the temple had been sent, 
To perish by the sacrificial blade. 
But Orontea, willing to content 
« Hor daughter, to the matron answer made ; 
‘And urged so many reasons, and so wrought, 
“The yielding senate granted what she sought. 
Lv. 
“ Elbanio's beauty (for so fair to view 
“Never aa a0 savalicrboside) 
“ strong! works uj rout crew, 
‘Which in that conned ait tha state to guide, 
“That the opinion of the older fow 
«That like ia think, is set aside ; 
« And little lacks but that the assembled race 
“ Absolve Elbanio by especial grace. 


LVI. 

“To him in fine the dames agreed : 
“But, after slaying his half-score, and when 
“ He in the next assault as well should speed, 
“ Not with a hundred women, but with ten ; 
“And, furnished to his wish with arms and steed, 
“Next day he was released from dungeon-den, 
«And singly with ten warriors matched in plain, 
“ Who by his arm successively were alain. 


895 
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“ Ho to new proof was ‘the following n ht, 

“ meee sndaloae, = a 

so successful was the stripling’s 

“He took the ‘sy of all tho aed wee 

“Buch grace with Orontea, that the knight 

“Was by the dame ado ted for her gon 

“ And from her Al had to wife 

“With those whom he had proved in emorous strife. 

LVIt. 

“ And him she left with Alexandria, heir 

«fo this faraod city, which Bore hes wan hight, 
“Bo he and all who his successors were, 
“Should guard the law which willed, whatever wight, 
“ Gonduoted bither by hie cruel par 


“ Should have his choice to perish ty the knife, 
“ Or singly with ten foes contend in strife. 


LIX. 
“ And if he should dispatch the men by day, 
wat ht should prove him with the female crew ; 
ae eo fortunate that in this play 
“He proved again the conqueror, he as due, 
“ The't female band, as prince and guide, should sway, 
“ And his ten consorte at his choice renew : 
“ And reign with them, till other should arrive 
“ Of stouter hand, and wm of life deprive. 


“They for two thousand years a igh t away 

“ have maintained, anc yet m peniain 
1 Boo implemen and rarely passes da; 
« But oi iat is slaughtered in the fane. 
“Tf he, Elbanio-like, ten foes assay, 
“(And such sometimes is found) he oft is slain 
“ In the first : nor, in a thousand, one 
“ The other feat, of which I tae has done. 


“Yo ome thre aro hae done it though so ow 
“ They may be numbered on fingers 5 one 
«Of the wotorious cavaliers, but who 


“For, smote by me, whom ill aa, 


“Would I with him that day had illed a grave, 
“Rather than in such scorn survive a slave! 
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Lxi. 

“ For amorous pleasures, laughter, game, and play, 
“Which evermore delight the youthful breast; 
“The gem, the purple garment, rich array, 
“And in bia city pltce before tho ret 
“* Little, by Heaven, wretched man 4} 
«Who of ‘his I is pPey 
“ And not to have rer to ieare this shore 
“To me seems servitude and sore. 

LXIIl. 

“To know I wear away life's s glorious spring 
“In such effeminate and slothful leisure 
“ “is te to my troubled heart s constant sting, 

es away the taste of every pleasure. 


R97 


“ “ane bears my kindred’s praise on outstretched wing, 


“Bagi sbiram pe 
“Tot lories might 
“Tel united with my retin ree. 


“ Methinks my fate does al injurious deed 
«83 Ro'ho Gara fo grams the generous steed 

“ As he who turns to grase the generous 

‘To ran amid the herd of meaner race, 

« Because alt for for war or srrthior mood, 

“ Through bl lemish, or disease it or 
“Nor but by death, ales! to fi 

“Bo rong by dnt ain ode ¥ 


Here Guido coused to addres tie martial peers, 
‘And cursed withal the day, in high disdain, 
‘That he achieved o'er dames and cavaliers 
‘The double victory which bestowed that reign. 
Astolpho hides his name, and silent hears, 


Tatil to him b mi 
Tha ths Sir Guido as be hod ai, 
‘The issue of his kinsman Aymon’s bed. 


‘Andina dindly act of weteey, 
Not without ae , Kissed him and embraced. 


Then, “ Kinsman deer, thy birth to certify 


“About thy neck. “Enough! that sword of thine, 
“ And courage, vouch thee of our valiant line.” 
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LXVII. 
Guido who adly would in other place 
So near a kin have welcomed, in dismay 
Beholds him here and with a mournful face ; 
Knowing, if he himself survives the fray, 
‘Astolpho will be doomed to slavery base, 
His fate deferred but till the following day ; 
And he shall perish, if the duke is free: 
So that one’s good the other’s ill shall be. 
LXVIil. 
He grieves, as well, the other cavaliors 
Should through his means for ever captive be; 
Nor, that he should. if slain, those martial peers 
Deliver by his death from slavery. 
Since if Marphisa from one quicksand clears 
The », yet these from other fails to free, 
She will have won the victory in vain; 
For they will be enslaved, and she be slain. 
LXIx. 
On the other hand, the stripling’s age, in May 
Of youth, with courtesy and valour fraught, 
‘Upon the maid and comrades with such sway, 
Touching their breasts with love and pity, wrought 
‘That they of freedom, for which he must pay 
The forfeit of his life, nigh loathed the thought ; 
‘And if Marphiea him perforce must kill, 
She is resolved as well herself to spill. 
Lxx. 
“ Join thou with us,” she to Sir Guido cried, 
“ And we from hence will sall From within 
« These walla to sally”—Guido on his side 
Answered, “ Ne’er hope : With me you lose or win.” 
“T fear not, I,” the martial maid replied, 
“To execute whatever I begin ; 
“Nor know what can securer path afford 
“Than that which I shall open with my sword. 









LXXxi. 
“Buch proof of thy fai prowess have I made, 
“ With thee I every enterprise would dare. 
“To-morrow when about iisade 
“ The crowds assembled in the circus are, 
“ Let us on every side the mob invade, 
“ Whether they fly or for defence prepare ; 
“ ‘Then give the town to fire, and on their bed 
“Of earth to wolf and vulture leave the dead.” 
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LXXxil. 

He; “ Ready shalt thou find me in the strife 
“To follow thee, or perish at thy side : 

“ But let: us hope not to escape with life. 

“Enough, is vengeance somedeal satisfied 

« Ere death ; for oft ten thousand, maid and wife, 

“Tin the place have witnessed ; and, outside, 

“As many castle, wall and port, defend. 

“Nor know I coriain way from lence to wend.” 
LXXIit. 

“ And were there more (Marphisa made reply) 
“Than Xerxes led, our squadron to 
“More than those rebel 
“ Cast out to dwell amid 
All in one day should by this weapon die, 
« Wert thou with me, at least, not with my foes.” 
To her again, ‘« No project but must fail, 

“* Sir Guido said) I know, save this avail.” 
LXXIVv. 

“This only us can save, should it succeed ; 

“This, which but now remembered I shall teach. 
“To dames alone our laws the right concede 

“To sally, or set foot upon the beach, 

“‘ And hence to one of mine in this our need 

“ Must I commit myself, and aid beseech ; 
“Whose love for me, by perfect friendship tied, 
“« Has oft by better proof than this been tried. 









LXxv. 
“No less than me would she desire that I 
“ Should ‘scape from slavery, so she went with me ; 
“ And that, without her rival’s company, 
“She of my lot should sole partaker be. 
«She bark or pinnece, inthe harbour nigh, 
“Shall bid, while yot ‘tis dark, prepare for ses ; 
“ Which shall await your sailors, and yare 
“For sailing, when they thither shall repair. 
LXXVI. 
“ Behind me, in a solid band comprest, 
“Ye merchants, mariners and warriors, who, 
“ Driven to this city, have set up your rest 
“ Beneath this roof, (for which my thanks are due) 
“—You have to force your way with stedfast breast, 
“If adversaries interrupt our crew. 
«Tis thus I hope, by succour of the sword, 
“To clear a passage through the cruel horde.” 
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LXXvu. 
“Do as thou wilt;” Marphiss made reply, 
“I of escape am confident withal : 
“And likelier ‘twere that by my hand should die 
“Tho martial race, encompassed by this wall, 
“Than soy one should ever see me fy, 
“Or guess by other si; fears 8) 
<P Suld my. pansage fore in opon day 
‘And shameful in my sight were other way. 
LXXVIIL 


LXXIx. 
These speeches by Marphisa made, and more, 
Showed that what only, had restrained her arm 
‘Was the respect she to the safety bore 
Of the companions whom her wrath might harm ; 
By this alone withheld from taking sore 
‘And signal vengeance on the female swarm. 
‘And hence she left in Guido's care to shape 
‘What seemed the fittest means for their escape. 
LXxx. 
Sir Guido speaks that night with Alery 
So the most faithful of his wives was hight) 
or needs long prayer to make the dame agree, 
Disposed already to obey tho knight, 
She takes a ship and arms the bark for sea, 
Stowed with her richest chattels for their flight 
Feigning design, as soon as dawn ensues, 
To sail with her companions on » cruise, 
LXXXL 
She into Guido’s palace had before 
Bid sword and spear and shield and cuirass bear ; 
‘With the intent to furnish from this store, 
Merchants and sailors that half naked were. 
Some watch, and some repose upon the floor, 
‘And rest and guard among each other share ; 
Of; marking, still with harness on their backs, 
If raddy yet with light the orient wax. 
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Not yet from earth’ hand ree hae th 

ot. 0 i e aon 

Tiked her veil of dim and dingy dye; 

Scarcely Lycaon's child, her furrow dono, 

Has about her r ploughahare in the aky 1° 

When to the theatre the women run 

‘Who would the fearful battle's end ory 

As swarming bees upon their threshold olunter, 

‘Who bent on change of realm in springtide muster 
LXXXIIl. 

‘With warlike trumpet, drum, and sound of horn, 
The people make the land and welkin roar; 
Summoning thus their chieftain to return, 

And end the unfinished warfare, Coverd o'er 
‘With arms stend Aquilant and Cieyphom star, 
And the redoubted duke from Knyland's shore, 
hiss, Dudo, Sansonet, and al 
or footmen 





“Hence to descend towards the sea or port 
«The way across the place of combat lien 5 
« Nor was there other passage, long or short,’ 
Sir Guido 80 to his companions eries : 
And having ceased his comrades to ex! 
To do their best set forth in silent wine, 
And in the place anid the throng, 


LXXXVL 
Sir Guido and the arm wus 49 
Reanara amt camper e guscscct, ad behoee 
Te vaer vic Maryan, won wih me 
To wrce. auc minmmet amet w ivow tin dae, 
Bra ows a worn of care icv peety ive, 
Desig ot a. cee trata, or winding ove, 
Wee roses a tury on tae ey Soran, 
Tiny tae. 1 sot, WW anne wale wat em 
we ae 
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LXXXvo. 
f the corslet was each warrior wore, 
without this would have had worse to fear : 
Sansonet’s horse was slain, and that which bore 
Marphian: to himself the English peer 
med, “ Why wait I longer? "As if more 
“iy horn could ever suecour me than here. 
«Since the eword tends not, I will mae assay 
“If with my bugle I can clear the wa; 
: LXXXVOL 
‘As he was customed in extremity, 
He to his mouth applied the bugle’s round : 
The wide world soomed to tremble, earth and sky 


As he in air dis charged the horrid 
Such terror smote the dames, that, bent ‘to fly, 
When in their care the the deafening bom was wound, 
fot ot unguarded 
But fron the cirous reolod of wit bereft. 
LXXxIx. 

As family, awaked in sudden wise, 

Leaps trom the windows and from lofty height, 
life and limb, when in surprise 
They fee, now near, the fire's encircling light, 
‘Which had, while slumber sealed their heavy eyes, 
By little and by little waxed at night : 
Recklots of life, thus each, impelled by dread, 
‘At sound of that appalling bugle fled. 
xc. 
Abore, below, and here and there, the rout 
in confusion and attempt to fly. 

regs once, above a thousand swarm about 
Each entrance, to each other's lett, and lie 
In heaps: from window these, or stage without, 
Lea} headlong s in the press these smot die. 
Broken is many.an arm, and many # head ; 
‘And one lies crippled, — a dead. 


Amid the mighty ruin which ensued, 
Cries pierce heavens on every part. 
Where’ the sound is heard the multitude, 

ic at the deafening echo, start. 
en you are told that without hardihood 
Appear the rabble, and of feeble heart 
is need not move your marvel; for by nature 
‘The hare is evermore a timid creature. 
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XcII. 
But of Marphisa what will be your thought, 
And Guido late so furious P—of the two 
Xe sons of Oliver, that lately wrought 
Such deeds in honour of their lineage ? who 
Lately a hundred thousand held as nought, 
‘And now, deprived of courage, basely flew, 
‘As ring-doves flutter and as coneys fly, 
‘Who hear some mighty noise resounding nigh. 
XCcIIr. 
For so to friend as stranger, noxious are 
‘The powers that in the enchanted horn reside. 
Sansonet, Guido, follow, with the pair* 
Of brethren bold, Marphisa terrified. 
Nor flying, can they to such distance fare, 
But that their eare-are dinned, On every side 
‘Astolpho, on his foaming courser borne, 
Lends louder breath to his enchanted horn. 
XCIV. 
One t the sea, and one the mountain-top, 
One to hide herself in forest hoar ; 
And this, who turned not once nor made a stop, 
Not for ten days her headlong flight forbore : 
These from the bridge in that dread moment drop, 
Never to climb the river's margin more. 
So temple, house, and square.and street were drained, 
‘That nigh unpeopled the wide town remained. 


xXcv. 
Marphisa, Guido, and the brethren two, 
‘th Sansonetto, pale and trembling, hie. 
Towards the sea, and behind these the erew 
Of frighted mariners and merchants fly ; 
And ’twixt the forts, in bark, prepared with view 
To their escape, discover Alery ; 
‘Who in sore haste receives the warriors pale, 
And bids them ply their oars and make all sai 
XCVI. 
The duke within and out the town had beat 
the surrounding hills to the sea-side, 
‘And of its people emptied every street. . 
‘All fly before the deafening sound, and hide: 
Many in panic, seeking a retreat, 
Lark, in some place obscure and filthy stied ; 
Many, not knowing whither to repair, 
‘Plunge in the neighbouring ses, and perish there. 
© Gryphon and Aquilant. 
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xXCVIL. 
‘Whom he had hoped to find upon the quay * 


fare 
° er way. 
So that the paladin, for his oscape— 

The vessel gone—muat other project shape. 


XCVIIL. 
Let him depart! nor let it trouble you 
‘That he so long a road must beat alone ; 
‘Where, never without fear, man journeys through 
Wild paynim countries: danger is there none, 
Fst he with his bugle may eschew, 
‘Whore dread effect the English duke hae shown ; 
‘And let his late companions be our care, 
‘Who trembling to the beach had made repair. 
They from that cruel and OTK ed 
m cruel and e1 ground 
ere de le cre 
sucl a sot 
Of that alsrning horn was heard no more, 
Unwonted shame inflicted such a wound, 
That all a face of burning crimson wore. 
One dares not eye the other, and they stand 
‘With downesst looks, a mute and mournful band. 
Fixed on his course, the pi 
anand Rhoden, atl glove tke Zigean sea 
olds a hundred islands from him fly, 
‘And Malea’s fearful headland : fanned by free 
And constant wind, sees vanish from the eye 
‘The Greek Morea ; rounding Sicily, 
Into the Tuscan vea his frigate veors, 
‘And, coasting Italy's fair region, steers: 


cl. 
Luna, where his family 
iting hig return; the patron hoar 





Thence wafted to Marseilles in little 
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CII. 
Tiere was not Bradamant, who used to sway 
‘The land, and had that city in her care, 
‘And who (if present there) to make some stay 
‘Would have compelled them by her courteous prayer 
They disembarked ; and that same hour away 
Did bold Marphisa at a venture fare ; 
Bidding adieu to salvage Guido’s wife, 
And to the four, her comrades in the strife: 


crt. 

Saying, ‘she deems unfitting for a knight 

Te fare in like gront fellowship ; ‘het so 

«Tho starlings and the doves in flock unite, 
“And every beast who feara.-the stag and doe ; 
‘But hawk and eaglo, that in other's might 
«Put not their trust, for ever singly go; 
‘And lion, bear, and tiger, roam alone, 
“Who fear no prowess greater than their own.’ 


CLV. 
But none with her opine, and, in the lack 
Of a companion, singly must she fare. 
So then alone and friendless, he a track 
meout mes, a wi Ir. 
on Phe wigte and Aoedlant the black 
Take road more beaten with the other pair ; 
‘And on the following day a castle see, 
‘Within which they are harboured courteously. 


cv. 

Courteously I, in outward show, would say ; 
For soon the contrary was made appear. 
Since he, the eaatellain, who with deplay 
Of Kindness sheltered them and courteous cheer, 
‘The night ensuing took them as they lay 
Couched in their beds, secure and void of fear. 
Nor from the snare would he his prisoners loose, 
Till they had sworn to observe an evil use. 


cvI. 
But I will first pursue the martial maid, 
Ere more of these, fair sit, T shall proclaim. 
ond the Durence, Rhone, and Saone she strayed, 

Ani tp the foot of nay mountain came at 

ere approaching in ywn arTa) 
Beside a torrent, saw an ancient dame; y 
‘Who with long journey weak, and wearied sore, 
Appeared, but pined by melancholy more. 
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CVI. 
This was the beldam who had wont to ply 
Serving the robbers in the caverned mount ; 
‘Whither stern Justice sent (that they might die 
By that good paladin) Anglante’s count 
e aged harridan, for cause which I 
To you shall in another place recount, 
Now many days by path obscure had flown, 
Still fearing lest her visage should be known, 


cviIt. 
‘The semblance now of foreign cavalier 
Sho in Marphisa saw, in arms and vest ; 
‘And hence the flies not her, though wont to fear, 
(As being natives of that land) the rest 
“Nay, with ecourity and open cheer, 
Stope at the ford the damedl to arrost: 
Stope at the ford—where that old beldam meets 
Marphiss, and with fair encounter greets. 


crx. 
And next implored the maid, she of her grace 
‘Would bear her on the croupe to the other shore. 
Marphisa, who was come of gentle race, 
‘The hag with her across the torrent bore ; 
‘And is content to bear, till she can place 
Tn a securer road the beldam hoar, 
Clear of a spacious marish : ut its end 
‘They seo a cavalier towards them wend. 
ox. 
Jn shining armour and in fair array, 
‘The warrior rode on saddle richly wrought 





CXL 
‘Ho of Maganza was a count, who bore 
‘Tho lady with him (Pinabello hight) 
‘The same who Bradamant, some months before, 
Had plunged into a hollow cave in spite. 
‘Those many sobs, those burning sighs and sore, 
teara which had nigh quenched the warrior's sight,— 
All for the damsel were, now at his side ; 
‘And then by that false necromancer stied. 
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CXII. 
But when the ie tower upon the hill 
"Was razed, the dwelling of Atlantes hoar, 
Through Bradamest’s good dood aod virtuous 
t's and virtuous lore, 
The damsel, who had been compliant still 
With the desires of Pinabel before, 
Rejoined him, and now journeying in a round 
‘With him, from castle was to castle bound. 
CXIII. * 
As wanton and ill-customed, when she spies 
‘Marphisa’s aged charge a] ing near, 
She cannot rein her saucy tongue, but plies 
Her, in her petulance, with laugh and jeer. 
Marphisa haught, unwont in any wise 
Outrage from whatsoever part to hear, 
‘Makes answer to the dame, in angry tone, 
That ‘handsomer than her she deems the crone. 


OxIv. 

“And that she this would prove upon her knight 
“With pact that she might strip the bonnibell 
‘OF gown and plfey, St oerdhrown in he 
“Hot champion from hi conraer fell” 
A ones have overSest the igh 
‘Would have beon sin and shame in Pinabel, 
‘Who for short answer scized his shield and spear, 
And wheeled, and drove at her in fierce career. 

OXY. 

Marphisa grasped a mighty lance, and thrust, 
Hhcounfaring him, af Pinabellce eyes ; 
‘And stretched him eo astounded in the dust, 
‘That motionless an hour the warrior lies. 
‘Marphisa, now victorious in the just, 
Gave orders to strip off the glorious guise 
‘And ornamente whorewith the maid was drest, 
And with the spoils her ancient crone invest ; 


OXvI. 

And willed that she should don the youthful weed, 
Bedizened at the haughty damsel’s cost ; 
‘And took away as well the goodly steed 
‘Which her thither borne, and—bent to post 
On her old track—with het the hag will speed, 
‘Who seems most hideous when adorned the most. 
Three days the tedious road the couple beat, 
‘Without adventure needful to repeat. 
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CxvVIil. 
On the fourth day they met a cavalier, 
‘Who came in fary galloping alone 


-CXVIIL. 
Vainly the young Zerbino, through the glade, 
Hod chased that man of his, who this deepito 


‘Had done him, who himeelf 20 well conveyed 
his flight, 





overlaid 


CxIx. 
Zerbino laughed parforce, when he descried 
‘That beldam’s face, th: he was full of rage ; 
For too ill sorted seemed her vest of pride 
‘With her foul visage, more deformed by age; 
And to the proud isa, at her side 
e prince, exclaimed, “ Sir warrior, you are sage, 
“Tn having chosen damsel of a sort, 
“Whom none, I ween, will grudge you should escort.” 


Cxx. 
Older than Sibyl seemed the beldam hoar, 
(As far as from her wrinkles one might guess), 
‘And in the youthful ornaments she wore, 
Looked like an ape which men in mockery dress ; 
And now appears more foul, as angered sore, 
‘While rage and wrath her kindled eyes express. 
For none can do a woman worse despite 
‘Than to proclaim her old and foul to sight. 
CXXI. 
‘To have sport of him—as she had—an air 
Ors th the maid sgeumed upon her part, a 
to ince, feaven, more passing fai 
“Is this my lady har thow sougtoous at 
Exclaimed in answer ; “though I am aware 
‘What thou hast uttered comes not from thy heart. 
“Thou wilt not own her beauty ; a device 
“ Put on to masque thy sovereign cowardice, 
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OxxiIl. 

“ And of what stamp would be that cavalier - 
“Who found such fair and youthful dame alone, 
“Without protection, in the forest drear, 

“ Nor sought to make the lovely weft his own e” 

— Jo well she sorta with thee,” replied the peer, 

“Tere ill that she were claimed by any one : 

“Nor I of her would thee in any wise 

“Deprive ; God rest thee merry with thy prize! 
CxXXxIi. 

“ But wouldst thou ‘what is my chivalry 
“ On other I to thy wish incline ; 
“Yet deem me not of much Perversity 
“ As to tilt with thee for this prize of thine. 

“ Or fair or foul, let her remain thy foe ; 

“TT would not, I, such amity disjoin. 

“ Well are ye paired, and safely would I swear 

“ That thou as valiant art as she is fair.” 
CXXTY. 

To him Marphisa, “ in ite 
I a cry 
«| will not suffer that so fair a sight 
“Thou shouldst behold, nor seek to gain the prey.” 
To her the prince, “I know not wherefore wight 
“Should suffer pain and peril in affray, 
“Striving for victory, where, for his pains, 
“The victor loses, and the vanquished gains.” 

CXXvV. 

“If this condition please not, other course 
“ Which ill thou canst refuse, I offer thee,” 
(Marphisa cried) : “ If thou shalt me unhorse 
“Tn this our tourney, she remains with me : 

“ But if I win, I give her thee parforce. 

“Then prove we now who shall without her be. 

“Promised, if loser, thou shalt be her guide, 

“ Wherever it may please the dame to ride.” 
CXXVI. 

“ And be it 80,” Zerbino cried, and wheeled 
Swiftly his foaming courser for the shock, 

And rising in his stirryps scowered the field, 
Firm in his seat, and smote, with levelled stock, 
For surer aim, the damsel in mid-shield ; 

But she sate stedfast as 4 metal rock, 

And at the warrior’s morion thrust so well, 

She clean out-bore him senseless from the sell. 
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Much grioved the prince. to whom in other fra 

me the prince. to whom in other 

‘Tho like misfortune had not chanood before, 
‘Who had unhorsed some thousands in his day: 
Now shamed, he thought for ever. Troubled sore, 
‘And mute long space upon the ground he lay, 
‘And, when ‘twas recollected, grieved the more, 
‘That he had promised, and that he was bound, 
‘To accompany the hag where’er she wound. 


CXXVIIL 
Turning about to him the victoress cried, 
Laughing, “This lady I to thee present, 


And the more beauty is in her descried, 

“The more that she is thine I am content, 
«Now in my place her champion and her guide. 
«But do not thou thy plighted faith repent, 
“So that thou fail, as promised, to attend 
“The dame, wherever she may please to wend.” 


OXXIX. 

Without awaiting answer, to career 
She spurred her horse, and vanished in the wood. 
Zerbino, deeming her a cavalier, 
Cried to the crone, “By whom am I subdued?” 
And, knowing *twould be poison to his ear, 
‘And that it would inflame his angered blood, 
She in reply, “ It was a damsel’s blow 
“Which from thy lofty saddle laid thee low. 


CxXxx. 
“ She, for her matchless force, deserved]; 
“ Usurps from cavalier the sword and lance ; 
« And even from the east is come to try 
“Her strength against the paladins of France.” 
Not only was his cheek of crimson dye, 
Such shame Zerbino felt at his mischance, 
Little was wanting (so his blushes spread) 
But all the arma he wore had glowed aa red, 


CXXXIL 
‘He mounts, and blames himself in angry wise, 
In that he had no better kept his seat. 
‘Within herself the beldam Iaughs, and tries 
The Scottish warrior more to sting and beat, 
‘To him for promised convoy she applies ; 
‘And he, who knows that there is no retreat, 
Stands like tired courser, who in pensive fit, 
‘Hangs down his ears, controlled by spur and bit, 
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avepy, oi Eig 
ly, cries, in air, 
Aas poscne! Sis what chance loot thou repe 
“My loos! she who waa fairest of the fair, 
“Who should be mine, by theo is snatched away ! 
‘And thinkest thou the ovil to repair 

“With her whom thou hast given to me this day P 
“Rather than make like ill exchange, lese cross 
“Tt wore to undergo a total loss. 


OXXXxI. 
“ Her, who for virtue and for beatteous form 
“Was never equalled, nor will ever be, 
“Thou on the rocks hast wrecked, in wintry. storm, 
“As food for fowls and fishes of the sea ; 
«And her who should have fed the earth-bred worm 
“ Thou hast delivered from her destiny ; 
“ Preserved beyond her date, some ten or score 
“Of years, to and torment me more.” 
So spake Zerbii id reed lay eda 
}0 spake Zerbino, and like 
“EPhis despairing words eed wottl mic 
For such an odious acquisition made, 
As he had suffered when he lost his queen. 
The woman now, from what he said, 
Though she before Zerbino had not seen, 
Peat ‘twas him of whom, in the thioves! hold, 
Isabel of Gallicia erst had told. 
OXXXV. 
If you remember what was said before, 
This was the hag tho “scaped out of the cave, 
‘Where Isabella, who had wounded sore 
Zerbino’s heart, was long detained a slave ; 
Who oft had told how the her native shore 
Had left, and, launching upon ocean’s wave 
Her frigate, had boen wred! ed by wind and swell 
Upon the rocky shallows near Rochelle. 
CXXXxVI. 
And she to her Zerbino’s y cheer " 
gentle features had pourtrayed 80 wel 
That the hog hearing bina, god new more near, 
Letting her eyes visage dwel 
Discerned it was the youth for whom, whilere, 
Had grieved at heart’ the prisoned Isabel ; 
Whote loss she in the cavern more deplored, 
Than being captive to the murderous 


412 ORLANDO FURIOSO. CANTO XX, 


CXXXVIl. 
‘The beldam, hearing what in rage and grief 
Zerbino vents, ives the youth to be 
Deceived, and cheated by the false belief 
‘That Isabel had perished in the sea ; 
‘And though she might have given the prince reiief, 
Knowing the truth, in her perversity 
‘What would have made him jofal she concealed, 
And only what would cause him grief revealed. 


He that are 20 proul” (the hag ), 
« Hear, are so proud,” yursues), 
“and flout me with such inaolenee and acorn, 
«You would entreat me fair to have the news 
“Timow of her whose timeless death you mourn ; 
«But to be strangled would I rather choose, 
“And be into a thousand pieces torn. 
«Whereas if you had made me kinder cheer, 
“Haply from me the secret might you hear.” 
As the d Say overt 
og’s rage is quickly overblown, 
"Who flies the approaching robber to errest, 
If the thief proffer piece of bread or bone, 
Or offer other lure which likes him best ; 
As readily Zerbino to the crone 
Humbled himself, and burned to know tho rest ; 
Who, in the hints of that old woman, read 
‘That she had news of her he mourned as dead. 


CXL. 
And with more winning mien to her applied, 
‘And her did supplicate, entreat, conjure, 


By men and gods, the truth no more to hide, 
Did she benign ot ovil lot endure. 
The hard i 


pertinacious crone replied, 
“ Nought shalt thou hear, thy compo 
“ el has not yielded up her breath, 
« But lives a life she would exchange for death. 
CXLI. 
“She, since thon heardest of her destiny, 
“Within few days, has fallen into the power 
“Of more than twenty. If restored to thee, 
“Think now, if thou hast hope to crop her flower.” 
“ Curst hag, bow well thou shapest thy history, 
‘et knowest it is falae! Her virgin dower 
“ Secure from brutal wrong, none invade, 
“Though in the power of twenty were the maid.” 
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CXLIL 
Questioning of the maid, he when and where 
Sho saw her, vainly asked the beldam hoar, 
‘Who, ever restive to Zerbino’s prayer, 
o whut she bad rehearsed would add ne more 
\e prince in the beginning spoke her fair, 
‘And next to cut her throat in fury swore. 
But prayers and menaces alike were weak ; 
Nor could he make the hideous beldam speak. 
At length Zerbi his longue gre rea 
le ino to his tongue gave rest, 
Since speaking to the woman booted nought ; 
Scareely his heart found room within his breast, 
Suck dread suspicion had her story wrought. 
He to find Isabella was 20 
Her in the midst of fire he would have it 5 
But could not hurry more than was allow 
By her his convoy, since he so had vowed. 
They henee, by strange end sot 
y hence, e and sol way, 
Hove, ie beliam dows her wil beicken, 
OF ¢] , nor survey} 
Bach other tao, or any werd is spokes. 
But when the sun upon the middle 
Had turned his back, their silence first was broken 
By cavalier encountered in their way : 
¢ followed the ensuing strain will say. 


CANTO XXI. 
ARGUMENT. 


Zerbino for Gabrina, who a heart 
Of asp appears to bear, contends, O'erthrown, 
The Fleming falls upon the other part, 
Through cause of that despised and odious crone. 
He wounded sore, and writhing with the smart, 
The beldam’s treason ¢o the prince makes known, 
Whose scorn and hatred hence derive new force. 
Towards loud cries Zerbino spurs his horse. 
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L 
No cord I well believe is wound so tight 

Round chest, nor nails the plank go fastly hold, 

‘As Faith enwraps an honourable sprite 

In its secure, inextricable, fold ; 

Nor holy Faith, it seems, except in white 

‘Was mantled over in the days of old ; 

So by the ancient limner ever painted, 

As by one speck, one single blemish tainted. 

IL 
Faith should be kept unbroken evermore, 

‘With one or with a thousand men united ; 

As well if given in grot or forest hoar, 

Remote from town and hamlet, as if plighted 

Amid a crowd of witnesses, before 

Tribunal, and in act and deed recited : 

Nor needs the solemn sanction of an oath: 

It is sufficient that we pledge our troth. 

: m1. 
And this maintains as it maintained should be, 

In each emprize the Scottish cavalier,®- 

‘And gives good proof of his fidelity, 
Quitting his road wit that old erone to steer; 
Although this breeds the youth such misery, 
As ’twould to have Disease itself aa near, 

Or even Death ; but with him heavier weighed 
‘Than his desire the promise he had made. 


Iv. 
Of hima told who falta hort wach Load, 

lecting she beneath his charge must go, 
He spakeno word; and thus in silent mode 
Both fared + 20 sullon was Zerbino’s woe. 
I said how next their silonco, as they rode, 
‘Was broke, when Sol his hindmost wheels did show, 
By an adventurous errant cavalier, 
‘Who in mid pathway met the croue and peer. 


v. 
The hag, who the ay ing warrior knew, 
(Hermonides of ‘Holland he was hight) 
tt bore upon a field of sable hue 

A bar of vermeil tint, transversely dight, 

Did humbly now to good Zerbino sue, 

—Her pride abased, and look of haught despite— 

‘And him reminded of the promise made, 

‘When her Marphisa to his care conveyed. 

* Zerbino. 
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VI. 

re ete oy rene hers she knew 
‘The knight they were encountering, who had slain 
‘Her only brother and her father true ; 

And was advised, the traitor would be fain 
By her, the remnant of her race, to do 
Vt he had petted on tho tran, 4 
«Woman, while guarded by my arm said), 
“ T will not thou shouldst any danger Greed” 
vu. 

-As nearer now, the stranger knight espied 
That face, which was so hat in bas ht, 
‘With menacing and savage voice he rie 
« Hither with me prepare thyself to fight, 
et tere old some side, 

“Who by m perish, as is right. 
“TF thow covtendest for her, thou art right 
“For such their portion is who wrong maintain.” 
VIIL 
Him young Zerbino answered courteously, 
‘as sign of eyil and ungenerous i 
* And corresponded not with chivalry, 
‘ That he a woman should desire to kill ; 
«Yet if the knight persists, he will not Hlee— 
*« But bids him well consider first how ill 
“Twould sound, that he, a gentle knight and 
* Should wish to dip his hand in woman’s bl 
Ix. 

This and yet more he vainly says; nor stand 
‘They idle long ; from word they pass to deed ; 
And having compass’d on the Teva land 
Enough of ground, encounter on the mead. 
ot in some reine from the bene 

ischarged, so fast the whistli eta speed, 
As the two coursers bear the cavaliers 
To hurtle in mid space with rested spears. 
x. 





Hermonides of Holland levelled low, 
‘And for the youth's left flank the stroke intended ; 
But his wea lane was shivered by the blow, 
‘And little the opposing Scot offended ; 
But vain was not the spear-thrust of his foe, 
‘Who bored his opposite’s good shield, and rended 
His shoulder, by the lance pierced through and through, 
‘And good Hermonides on earth o’erthrew. 
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XI. 
“Thinking him slain who only lay amazed, 
By pity prest, Zerbino leapt to ground, 
And from his death like fare the vizor raised ; 
‘And he, as wakened out of sleep profound, 
Tn silence, hard upon Zerbino gazed ; 
‘Then cried, “It does not me, in truth, confound, 
“To think that I am overthrown by thee, 
“Who seem’st the flower of errant chivalry. 
XII. 
“ But it with reason griéves me this is done 
“Upon account of a false woman’s spite ; 
“Whose wicked cause I know not why you own, 
« An office ill according with your might: 
“ And when to you the occasion shall be known 
“ Which urges me her wickedness to quite, 
“Whene’er you think on it, you will repent 
“ How she by you was saved, and I was shent. 








x1. 
“ And if enough of breath, although I fear 
“The contrary, is left me to expound 
“ Her evil actions, I shall make appear 
“ She in all guilt transgresses bound, 
“Thad a brother once: the y peer 
“ Set out from Holland’s isle, our natal ground, 
“To serve Heraclius, ‘mid his knights arrayed, 
“ ‘Who then the Grecian empire's sceptre swayed. 


XIV. 
“Brother in arms and bosom-friend installed 

“ Here was he by a baron of that court, 
“Who, in a plessant site, and strongly walled, 
“ On Servia’s distant frontier had a fort. 
« Argeus he of whom I tell was called, 
“Husband of that ill hag, whom in such sort 
“He loved, as passed all mean, and misbecame 
“ One of his worth and honourable fame. 


xv. 

“But she, more volatile than leaf, when breeze 

“Of autumn most its nataral moisture dries, 

« And strips the fluttering foliage from the trees, 

“Which, blown about, before its fary flies, 

“ Changes her humour, and her husband sees, 

“Whom she some time had loved, with other eyes, 

“And in her every wish and every thought 

“Schemes how my brother's love may best be bought. 
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xvVL 


XVIL. 
“ Now, as it oft befalls a cavalier 
“Who seeks and finds adventure, high and low, 
“It happened that my gentle brother near 
« His comrade’s fort was wounded by a foo ; 
“Where often, uninvited by the peer, 
“He ‘waa his host with Kim Ox no 5 
“ And thither he resorted from the field. 
“There to repose until his wounds were healed. 


XvVuI. 

“ While there he wounded lsy, upon some need. 
“Tt ehanced Argeus was compelled to ride. 
“ Quickly that wanton, from his presence freed. 
“ As was her use, my brother's fealty tried. 
“But he, as one ined in it and deed, 
“So fell a goad no longer would abide ; 
“ and ta preserve his faith, as lures increased, 
“Of many evils chose what seemed the least. 

XIX. 

“To break communion with the cavalier, 
“To him—of many—seemed the lightest ill, 
“ And go so far, that wanton not hear 
“More of his name: this purpose to fulfil 
“Was honester (though quitting one eo dear 
“Seti ea oe 
* ishes to her i 
«Who cherished her as fondly as his heart. 


“His projects Fortune with new arts, 

“ This while, behold! the castellain returned, 

“And bathed in bitter tears the wife discerned. 
VoL. L EE 
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XXL 

“ And with flushed face, and hair in disarray, 

“He aske of her what had disturbed her mood ; 
“ Who, ere she in reply a word will say, 
“Ts vainly more than once to answer wooed ; 
Beker aa 
“The can best with ve yursued. 
“And well it suited with her fickle vein, ~ 
“Lightly to change her love into disdain. 

; XXxu. 

* Ah why ahould T conceal (in fine sho eried) 
“The fault committed while you were away ? 
‘For though I it from all the world should hide, 
“This would my conscience to myself bewray. 
“The soul, which is with secret evil dyed, 

‘Does with such penitence its fault appay, 
*‘As every corporal eufferance 
“That thon couldst deal me for my evil deeds ; 


XXII. 
“If evil be the deed, when done parforce. 
“But, be it what it may, the mischief know ; 
“Then, with thy from this polluted corse, 
‘Delivered, lot my spotless spirit go ; 
‘And quench these wretched eyee, which in remorse, 
«J, if I lived, on earth must ever throw, 
‘As the least penance of 80 foul blame, 
“And, look on whom they may, must blush for shame. 


XXIV. 
* My honour has been ruined by thy mate, 
“Who to this body violence 
‘ And fearing lest I all to thee relate, 
« Without farewell che gracelees chur! is gone.’ 
“ She by this story made her husband hate 
“The youth, than whom before was dearer none. 
“ Argesus credits all, without delay 
“Arms him, and, breathing vengeance, posts away: 


XXyV. 

“In knowledge of that country not to seek, 
“He overtook the knight in little space ; 
w Kor my poor brother, yotdaessed and weak, 
“ Rode, unsuspicious, at an eas} A 
“« Argus, eager his revenge to wreak, 
“ Assailed him straight in a sequestered place. 
“ My brother would excuse him if he might, 
« But his indignant host insists on fight. 
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XXVL 
“ This one was sound and full of new disdain, 
“ That weak and friendly, as aye wont to be: 
“My brother was ill fitted to sustain 
“« His altered comrade’s new-born em 
Philander, then unmeriting sucl 
“eo was the strpling named, doch by me) 
fot gifted with the power to undergo 
“Such fierce assault, as taken aby the foe. 


once, and certes thou lovedst me, 


‘ ‘Tye arene ample world may see 
at, measured by my deeds, I rank above 
ly as in love. 


XXVIII. 
“Tn other mode shall T chastise the deed, 
spilling more of thine ill blood.’ “The peer, 
“tse, cmmands hs lower on a sd 
“Of verdant boughs composed, to a bier, 
“And with the inught half ifelees homeward speed, 
“ And in a tower enclose the cavalier ; 
“There dooms the guiltless stripli: to remain, 
«And suffer prisonment’ pain. 





XXIX. 
“ Yet nothing but his former liberty 
“ Thence to depart was Wanting to to the he knight 
“Inall the rest, a8 ag one at 
“ He ordered, and was still o weet, 
“But that ill dame her former oe 


"xX, 
“ And evermore my brother she assailed, 
“ And with more boldness prest her former suit. 
«Mark what to thee fdelity availed |’ 
(She cries,) ‘ which all mere perfidy re} 
“With what triumphant joy shalt ow be hailed ! 
‘What noble spoils are thine, what hay fest 1 
‘Oh what a worthy guerdon is thy m 
‘Branded by all nee for a traitors dood! 
EE2 
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XXXI. 
«How well thou mightst have given, and without stain 
“Of thine own honour, what I sought of thee ! 
* Now of 80 rigorous mood the worthy gain 
“Have and enjoy. In close captivity 
“Thon art; nor ever hope to break thy chain, 
‘Unless thou soften thy obduracy. 
“But, if compliant, I a mean can frame 
“To render thee thy liberty and fame.’ 


XXXII. 
«No, no; have thou no hope,’ (replied the knight,) 
‘That my true faith shall ever change, although 


“Lae vorld blame. Buough that 3 

‘ 0 worl . Ene t in H18 sight, 
«+ Who soos and judges every thing below, 
“And in Hie grace divine my fame can clear— 
«My innocence unsullied shall appear. 


XXXL 
“Does not doom enough to sty 


«Ita meed, though ill the world my work aj . 
‘And yet he who gondemns me my when 


+ 
« Porebive that he has wronged mo in te end, 
“And shall bewail when dead his faithful friend.’ 
XXXIV. 
“Thus oftentimes that shameless woman prest 
“The good Philander, but obtained no fruit. 
« Nursing her blind desires, which know not rest 
“In seel what her wicked love may boot, 
“She her old vices, in her inmost breast, 
«Ransacks for what may best the occasion suit, 
“ And sifts them all: then, having overran 
« A thousand evil thoughts, resolved on one. 
Six months sho waited or aguia sho cough 
“ Six mont waited ere again a] it 
“The prisoner's tower, aa ehe was wont before : 
«From which the ead Philander hoped and thought 
“ That love to him the dame no longer bore. 
“Lo! Fortune for her an occasion wrought, 
{o evil dood propitious evermore) 
‘0 Ere effect, with memorable ill, 
r irrational and evil will. 


« 
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XXXVI. 

“ The husband had an ancient feud with one 
«Who was by name Morando hight the fair ; 
“ Who even within the fort would often run 
“In ite lord’s absence ; but the knight's i 
“At the wide distance of ton miles would ah 
«Was he assured the castellain was there : 
“Who now, to lure him thither, bruited how 
“ He for Jerusalem was bound by vow. 

XXXVIL. 

“ Seid he would a went, Thus each, whe who spies 
“ His outset, journ 
“Nor he, who only on ripe ected 
“Trusts any with his purpose but the dame, 

“ And home returned when di waxed the skies ; 
“Nor ever, save at evening, thither came; | 
“ with changed 18, at the dawn of day, 
“Unseen of any, feayeement his way. ¥ 
XXXVIIL 

“ He now on this, now on the other side, 
“ Roved round his castle but to ascertain 
“Tf credulous Morando, who to ride 
“Thither was wonted, would return again. 
« All day he in the forest used to hide, 
“ And, when he saw the sun beneath the main, 
“ Came to the tower, and, through a secret gate, 
“ Was there admitted by his faithless mate. 


XXXIX. 
“Thus every one, except his consort ill, 


any miles sway suppose : 
‘ She, when 'tis berate ieee to fulfil, 
atching new misc , tom goes. 
Of tears she has a ready sho shower at will 
“Which from her eyes into her bosom flows. 
‘—Where shall I succour find, now needed most, 
“So that my honour be - wholly lost, 


‘And, with my own, my welded lord's?” (she cries ;) 
‘TI should feel no alarm, if he were here. 
«Thou knowst Morando, know if deities 
“Or men he in Argeus’ absence fear. 
‘ He at this time tries all extremities 
«Nor errant hare but by teat or pre prayer 
‘Ho him to further his desire has sway 
‘Nor know I whither to recur for aid. 
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“Of my lord's absence hearing the report, 
fo shoes hearing he Per are 
‘He had the insolence within my court, 

‘ no other pretext to repairs 

«Who, wore my absent lord within his fort, 

‘Bo beld a d not only would not dare, 

«But would not deem himself secure withal, 

“By Heavon! at thre mie’ distanc fom his wal 


* And what he erst - 
‘From me to-day has sued ie to face 
‘ And in such manner that long time I fe 
‘Dishonour must have followed and disgrace ; 
‘ And if I had not humbly him besought, 
‘ And feigned to yield to with ready grace, 
‘He hapl ply wo have ravish’d that by! force, 
‘Which oa 


‘I not desis Eason ly, 
“Herrin a ar 
‘ we vat ry 
‘And what he then perforce would cine Reve done. 
‘Bo sande tho ease: the single remedy 
: our else is gone, 
And thet of my Argeus; which es dear, 
“Or more so, than your own you vowed whilere. 


XLIV. 

“If you refuse me, I shall say, you show 

«Bhat ‘ou have not the faith which you pretended, 
‘But that in cruelty you said me no, 

«When vainly were iny tears on you 

‘And no wise for Argus’ sake, althi 

«With this pretext you have yourself defended. 

* Our loves been concealed and free from blame ; 
« But here I stand exposed to certain shame.” 


XLV. 
“To me such needs not (said anew 
‘The nd Philander ), bound by amity 
«To my Plesgure shew 
TL orbat T eer ma il bene 
« Alth Tom hin 1 beer each ill undue, 
* Accuse not; for him would I defy 
< Bron death ieelf; and let tho word, allioa 
«With my ill destiny, against me side !" 
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XLVL 
“ The impious woman answered, ‘ Tis my will 
TS who would do us foul despite 
‘Nor apprehend to encounter any ill : 
‘Forl e certain mean will tell ight. 
‘ He will return, his purpose to 
« At the third hour, when Meckeet fe the night ; 
‘And, at @ preconcerted signal made, 
“Be without noise by me within conveyed. 
XLVI. 
it not irk thee to await the peer 


TIT sh sake hia Goff his woke gems 

“And, almost naked, yield him up to thee. 

“So did his wife into that quicksand steer 

«Het Reploss husband (it gppears to me) 

< HF wife she rightly oo mld be call led rare fell 
Aol rt ey ran hell. 


- She « drow my brother forth ¢ that guilty night, 
‘With his good arms in hand, and him again 

“ Secreted in the chamber sibery light, 
“Till thither came the wretched castellain. 
“ ‘As it was ordered, all fell ontaright, 
“ For seldom ill de is schemed in vain. 
“ Bo fell der’s sword, 
“Who for rand took the castle's lord. 


XII. 
“One blow divided head and neck: for nought 
«Was there of elm, the warrior defn 
“Without a struggle was Argus brought 
“To his unhappy life's disastrous end. 
“And he who dow him never had such thought, 
oc har Shit onl have beligred « to aid his f jend bh 
«Intent !) he wrought him in that blow 
“i'r won be ae mora 


“ When now, unknown, on earth Argons ls lay, 
“My brother to Gabrina gave the 
“(Bo was she he named) whe lived but to betray. 
“Bhe, who discovery had till then aelged, 
«Wills that ler with a light surv 
«The man whom he on earth has lifeless 
“And she, with the assistance of the ee 
“Shows him Argewus in the murdered wight. 
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BAG 
“ And threatens, save he with desires comply 
“To which her bosam had been ong a prey, 
“What he would be unable to den: 
“ She to the assembled household va display, 
« And he like traitor and assassin die, 
“Upon her tale, in ignominious way 
“Ad minds hi fato xno 0 be denpaed, 
« Albeit 20 little life by him be prized. 


il 
“ Philander stood with grief and fear, 
“When his mistake to him the woman showed, 


“ And to ave slain her in his wrath went near, 
“ ‘And long he doubted, ws hia his choler glowed 
“And, but that Reason whispered in his ear 
“That he was in an enemy’ reabole. 
“Ror lack of faulchion in his empty sheath, 
“He would have tom her piec-meal with hie teeth. 
LiL. 
“ As sometimes vessel by to winds which blow 
“From different points is vext upon the 
“And now one speeds the bark an end, and now 
«mother squall impels her back ce 
“ on her assaile or fles +0 
“Bll she before the smain 
« Philander, so distraught 
“Takes what he pregnant with least ill opines. 


Liv. 
“Benson demonstrates with what peril fraught 
“ His case, not more with death than lasting stain, 
“Tf in the castle were that murder taught ; 
“Nor any time has he to sift his brain. 
«Will he or nill he, in conclusion nought 
«2s left him but the bitter cup to drain. 
“ Thus in his troubled heart railing more, 
“ His fear, his ms croton 


+The fw of hana puis pret 


“ Made him with many 
“To grant in ev Gabrine’s a 
“Tf from the for 


“So plucks that impious Stone ra er, the fruit 
“Of her desires, and thence retreat the pair. 

< Thus home tgain the young Philander came, 
“Leaving behind him « polluted name ; 


“ And deeply graven in his bosom bore _ 





«From hia wen safe she we Fre mot her fate; 
“ But lived subjected to his bitterest hate. 
LVI. 

“Thenceforth he never more was seen to smile: 

“ All his discourse was sad, and still ensued 

“ Bobs from his breast ; afflicted in the style 

“Of vext Orestes, when he in his mood 

“ Had slain his mother and Kgisthus vile : 

“B eng ful furies for the deod ‘fo 

“ on coascloss 

Be eabeoed ae eee ete 


LVIIL 
“ Now in the harlot, when she had discerned 
“This other set by her so little store, 
«The former amorous fame was quickly turned 


“Tato vit and hatred sore 
“Nor with less wrath she pices brother burned 
before ; 


“Of a deceitful leech she wage ass 
“Well Ated for the work she had ia hand, 


coding his deman 
“When he should, with some drink of deadly might, 
“OF her detested hsband id her sight. 


“In and nore beside, 
erica with his deadly dol, 
m 
“Tee soe mers Yo make hist whole. 


«Bot here's now device Gaba trod 
“And, ere the sickly wean sould taste the bowl, 
« "To rid her of accomplice in tho dood, 

“ Or to defraud him of his promised meed, 
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LXI. 

“ Seized on his hand, the instant he presented. 
“The poison to my brother. ‘ Ill my fear, 
(Exclaimed the dame) ‘by you would be resented, 
«Excited for a spouse T hold #o dear. 

I, that the has not been fermented 
“With evil drug and poisonous, will be clear ; 
‘Nor deem it meet that you to him convey 
‘The proffered bowl, unlves you take the "eay.* 

LXIL 

“Tn what condition think you, sir, remained 
“'The wretched elder by his fears opprest P 
“Thus by the woman’s suddenness constrained, 
“Ho had no time for thinking what were best. 
“ He, lest more doubt of him be entertained, 
“Tastes of the chalice, at Gabrina’s hest ; 
“And the sick man, emboldened so, drinks up 
« All the remainder of the poisoned cup.” 


LXIl. 
“ As the trained hawk of crooked talon who 
“ Clutches the partridge, when about to eat, 
“Ts by the do, Phe deems her comrade true, 
“0% ertaken { defrauded of the meat; 
“ o on ill gain intent, the leech, in liea 
“ Of the expected aid, received defeat. 
“Hear, thus, what sovereign wickedness will dare, 
“ And be like fate each greedy miscreant’s share ! 


LXIv. 
“This and done, the leech would homeward speed, 
“ Thee he to counteract the pest he bore 
“ Within his bowels, in this earful need, 
“ Might use some secret of his cunning lore ; 
“ But this the wicked dame would not concede, 
« Forbic him to issue thence before 
“ His pationt’s stomach should the 
“ And its restoring power be manifest. 
N will vere will buy 
“No move, nor of 
@ woman's leave tet Tm lene det 7 
The desperate man who saw that was ‘nigh, 
ha ga to follow, quickly changed his part ; 
“ And told the story to the standers-by ; 
“Nor could she cover it with all her are 
“Thus what he wont to do by many a one, 
“That goodly doctor by himself has done; 
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LXVI. 

“And follows with his soul my brother true, 
“That hence, already freed, was gone before. 
“We, the assistants, that the matter knew 
“ From the old man who lingered little more, 
“Took that abominable monster, who 
“ More cruel was than beast in forest hoar, 

‘And, prisoned in a darksome place, reserved 
“To perish in the fire, as she deserved.” 
LXvi. 

So said Hermonides, and had ed 
His tale, and told how she from prison fled ; 
But suffered from his wound a pang f0 shrewd, 


He fell reversed upon his grassy bed. 
Meanwhile two squires, who served him in the wood, 
‘A rustic bier of sturdy branches 


‘Their master upon this the servants lay, 
‘Who could not thence be borne in other way. 
LXVIII. 

Zerbino, in excuse, assured the peer, 
"He grieved 80 | ® knight'to have offended ; 
«Baty a ras oti the use of cavalier, 

her who in his guidance wended ; 
Roe he else preserved his honour clear : 
‘For when the dame was to his care commended, 
‘Her to defend his ise he had plight 
«From all men, to the utmost of his might. 


LXIX. 
‘He, if he might, in any thing beside, 
Would readily assist him in his need.’ 
— His only wish,” (the cavalier replied), 

“Was, he might be from ill Gabrina freed, 
‘Ere him some mighty mischief should betide, 
“Of future penitence the bitter seed.’ 
Gabrina keeps on earth her downcast eye ; 
For ill the simple truth — reply. 


Zerbino thence, upon tho ised way, 
‘With the old woman in escort, went, 
And inly cursed her all rng livelong day, 
inher come ht bon be ba 

8 it it y 
ee eater bet ot bent, display, 
He—if before he had her at dompiter- 

Bo loathed her, she. was poison to his sight. 
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LxXxi. 
‘Well read in young Zerbino’s hate, the dame 
‘Would not by him in malice be outdone, 
Nor bated him an inch, but in that game 
Of deadly hatred set him two for one. 
Her face was with the venom in a flame 
‘Wherewith her swelling bosom overrun. 
"Twas thus and in such concord as I say, 
‘These through the ancient wood pursued their way. 
LXxi. 
‘When, lo! as it is now nigh eventide, 
They a mixt sound of blows and outcries hear, 
‘Which seem a sign of battle fiercely plied, 
And (as the deafening noise demonstrates) near. 
To mark what this might be, towards that side 
‘Whence came the tumult, moved the Scottish peer ; 
Nor is in following him Gabrina slow: 
‘What chanced in other canto you shall know. 


CANTO XXII. 


ARGUMENT, 


When on their way to save an errant knight 
Doomed to devouring fire : the four who fell 
For impious Pinnabel maintained the strife, 
Whom, after, Bradamant deprives of life. 


L 

‘Yx courteous dames, and to your lovers dear, 
‘You that are with one single love content ; 
Though, ‘mid so many and many, it is clear 
Right few of you are of such constant bent 5 
Be not displeased at what I said whilere, 
‘When I so bitterly Gabrina shent, 
Nor if I yot expend some other verso 
In censure of the beldam’s mind perverse. 
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IL 

Such was she; and I hide not what is true; 
‘So was enjoined me for a task by one 
‘Whose will is law ; therefore is honour due 
To constant heart throughout my story done. 
Hee who betrayed his master to the Jo 

‘or thirty ce, nor Peter wronged, nor 

Nor leas sehowned is Hypormnestra’s fame, 
For her so many wicked sisters’ shame.' 


Im. 
For one I dave to consure in my lays 
For so the story wills which I recite, 
On the other hand, a hundred will I praise, 
‘And make their virtue dim the sun's fair light 
But turning to the various pile I raise, 
(Gramercy! dear to many) of the knight 
f Scotland I was telling, who hard-by 
. Hod heard, as was rehearsed, a piercing ery. 


Iv. 
He entered, ‘twixt two hills, a narrow way, 
‘From whence was heard the cry; nor far had hied, 
Ere to a vale he came shut out from day, 

he before him a dead knight espied. 
‘Who I shall tell; but first I must away 
From France, in the Levant to wander wide 
TTT the paladin Astolpho find, 
‘Who westward had his course from thence inclined. 

v. 

1 in the cruel city left the peer, 
‘Whence, with the formidable bugle’s roar, 
‘He had chased the unfaithful people in their fear, 
‘And had preserved himself from peril sore ; 
‘And with the sound had made his comrades rear 
Their sail, and fly with noted soorn that shore. 
Now following him, I say, the warrior took 
‘The Armenian road, and so that land forsook. 


Vi. 
He, after some few days, in Natoly 
Finds himself, and towards Brusa goes his ways ; 
Henee wending, on the hither side o’ the sea, 
Makes Thrace; through Hungary by the Danube lays 
His course, and, as his horse had wings to flee, 
‘Traverses in less time than twenty days 
Both the Moravian and Bohemian line : 
Threaded Franconia next, and crost the Rhine. 
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vi. 

To Aix-la-Chapelle thence, th Arden’s wood, 
Came and onbeckes yy nike Monit strand? 
To sea, with southern breeze his vessel stood ; 
And, so the favouring wind her canvas fanned, 
That he, at little distance, Albion viewed 
By noon, and disembarked upon her land. 

‘e backed his horse, and so the rowels plied, 
In London he arrived by even-tide. 


Here, learning afterwards that Otho old 
‘Has lain for many months in Paris-town, 
‘And that anew nigh every baron bold 
‘Has after his renowned example done, 
He straightway does for France his sails unfold, 
And to the mouth of Thames again is gone. 
‘Whence ining forth, with all his eanras spree, 
For Calais he direots the galley’s head. 


Soa 

A breeze which, from the starboard blowing light, 

Had tempted forth Astolpho’s bark to ses, 

By little and by little, waxed in might, 

‘And so at last obtains the mastery, 

The pilot is constrained to veer outright, 

Leet by the billows ewampt his frigate be, 

from his first desi 


And he, departi 7 
Keeps ‘the bork straight before the cresting brine. 


x. 

‘Now to the right, now to the other hand, - . 

the tempest, through foaming main, 
The velel san bho took the ba land 
At last nigh Rouen ; and forthwith, in chain 
‘And plate Astolpho cased, and girt with brand, 
Bado'put the seddle upon Rabicane + 
Departed thence, and (what availed him more 
Than thousands armed) with him his bugle bore ; 


XI 
And traversing a forest, at the fect 

Of a fair wi arrived beside e font, 
‘What time the 08 his grassy meat, 
Pernod in the cataaror ie hollow mousey 
‘And, overeome by feverish thirst and heat, 
Lifted the weighty morion from his front ; 
Tethered his courser in the thickest wood, 
‘And, with intent to drink, approached the flood. 
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XI. 
His lips he had not wetted in its bed 
fore a youthful rustic, aml near, 
Sprang from a copse, backed Rabiean, and fled 
ith the good courser of the cavalier. 
Astolpho hears the noise and lifts his head, 
‘And, when he sees his mighty loss so clear, 
Batiate, although he has not drunk, upstarts, 
And after the young churl in fury darts. 


XIII. 
‘That robber did not let the courser strain 


At speed, or he hed from tho warrior shot 
ut loosening now and tightening now the rein, 
Find at's gallop or a stoed 


trot. 
From the deep forest issued forth tho twain, 
‘After long round, and reached in fine the spot 
‘Where so many illustrious lords were shent : 
‘Worse prisoners they than if in prison pent ! 
XIV. 


On Rabican, who with the wind might race, 
The villain within the enchanter's won. 
Impeded by his shield and iron case, 
Parforce Astolpho far behind him run; 
Yot there arrives as well, but every trace 
Of what the warrior hed is gone. 
He neither Rabican nor thief can meet, 
‘And vainly rolls his eyes and plies his feet. 
xv. 
He plies his feet, and searches still in vain 
shout the house, hall, bower, or galleried rows : 
‘Yet labours evermore, with frui ain 
And care, to find the treacherous churl; nor knows 
‘Where he can have secreted Rabicane, 
‘Who every other animal outgoes : 
And vainly searched all day the dome about, 
Above, below, within it, and without. 


xvi. 

He, wearied and confused with wandering wide, 
Perceived the place was by enchantment wrought, 
And of the book he carried at his side, 

By Logistilla given in India, thought ; 
Bestowed, should new enchantment him betide, 
That needfal succour might therein be sought. 
He to the index turns, and quickly sees 

‘What pages show the proper remedies. 
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XVIL. 

T’ the book, of that enchanted house at large 
‘Was written, and in this was taught the way 
To foil the enchanter, and to set at large 
The different prisoners, fubject t _ his sway. 

:Of these illusions and these frauds in charge, 
irit pent beneath the threshold lay ld la 5 
‘Ae the stone raised which him fast below, 
«With him the palace into smoke would go.’ 
XVIII. 
Anlpho with with desire to bring to end 


fair, delays 

So more bat to the task his eves does bend, 

And prove how much the hosry marble weighs, 
‘Atlantes sees the knight intond 

ra bring to scorn his art and evil ways, 

Suspicious of the ill which may ensue, 

He moves to assail him _ enchantments new. 


Hi, with his spell and shaper of devilish kind, 
‘Makes the duke different from his wont appear ; 
To one a giant, and to ono a hind, 

To other an ill-visaged cavalier ; 
Each, in the form which in the thicket blind 
The falsoenchanter wore, beholds the 
t th l, wit to 
‘What the ‘he Baia took, the duke attack. 
XX. 


Beards, Brandimart, and many more, 
~All, cheated by thie now illusion, pant 

To ‘slay the E: sore: 

But he hasod fice pede pride and haughty vaunt, 
‘Who straight bethought him-of the horn he bore. 
But for the succour of ita echo dread, 

They, without fail, had ba rail dead. 


But he no sooner has the bugle wound 
‘And poured a horrid larum, than in guise 
Of pigeons at the musquet's scaring sound, 
The troop of cavaliers affrighted flies. 
No less the necromancer starts oeioand, 
No less he from his den in panic hies 
Troubled and pale, and hurrying eve evermore 

out of hearing of the ho: 
* Bogero. 
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The warder fled ; with hin my joned train, 
he made Sls with hm his priaoned tran, 
e more than rope is needed to restrain, 


XXII. 
He, having chased the enchanter Moor away, 
ing ed RE a oe 
Beneath which, figures and more matters lay, 
That T omit desirous to confound 
The which did the \e upstay 

fake made havoe of sere Rank 

Behan the book he carried taught to de 
‘And into mist and emoke all past from view. 


XXIy. 
There he found fastened by a golden chain 
Rogero’s famous courser, him I say 
Giron by the wizard, that to the domain 
OF fal Aleing him be might convey : 
wi aly gistilla's rein, 
ie Francs ogre hd roteoed 
‘And had from Ind to England rounded 
‘The right-hand side of the terrestrial ball. 


XXV. 
I know not if you recollect how tied 
To a tree Rogero left his rein, the day 
Galaphron's naked deughter fom his wide 
anished, and him did with that scorn appay. 
The nein to tis Senter who espied, 
Returned to him whom he was usd to obey 


Beneath the old enchanter’s care to dwell, 
‘And stayed with him till broken was the epell. 
XXvVI. 


At nought Astolpho could more joyous be 
‘Than this ; of all fortunate the best : 
Tn thatthe hippogryph so happily 

; that he might scour the rest 
(dah wold) of and ses, 
in fow days the ample world invest. 
Him well ho know, how ft for his behoof; 
For of his feats he had elsewhere made proof. 
VOL. I. wor 
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Him ho that day in Indie poved, when 

im in India proved, w 

He wet by mee Melnea fom ihe sage 
Of that ill woman who him, sore bested, 
Hed changed from man to myrtle on the plain: 
Hod ante and noted how is giddy head 
‘Was formed by Logistilla to the rein ; 

And saw how well instructed by her care 
‘Bogero was, to guide him every where. 


XXVIIL. 
Minded to take the hi hh, he flung 


‘The saddle on him, whi oar, nd bted 
‘The steed, by choosing, all omen 
‘or that, antl his mouth was fi 


‘This part 
For in that place were many bridles hung, 
Belonging to the coursers which bad flitted. 
And now alone, intent upon his ight, 

‘The thought of Rabicane detained the knight. 


XXIX. 
Good cause he had to love that Rabicane, 
For better horse was not to run with lance, 
‘And him had he from the remotest reign 
Of India ridden even into France: 
Aftor much thought, he to some friend would fain 
Present him, rather than #0, left to chance, 
‘Abandon there the coureer, a8 prey 
To the first stranger who should pass that way. 


XX, 

He stood upon the watch if hhe could view 

Some hunter in the forest, or some hind, 

‘To whom he might commit the charge, and who 

‘Might to some city lead the horse behind. 

‘He waited all that day and till the new 

Had dawned, when, while the twilight yet was blind, 

He thought he saw, as he expecting 

‘A cavalier approaching through the wood. 


H 


But it behoves that, ere the vest Isa 
Bradamant and good Hogero find 
After the horn ceased, and, far away, 
The beauteous pair had left the dome behind, 
ero looked, and knew what till that day 
seen not, by Atlantes rendered blind. 
Riaatie bed ott by his power, 
‘They should not know each other fill that hour. 
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XXII 
A thousand times they their embrace renew, 
And closely each is by th other prest 
While so delighted are those lovers two, 
Their joys aro ill contained within their breast 
Deluded by enchantments, much they rue 
That while they were within the wizard’s rest, 
should not e’er have one another known, 
‘And have so many happy days foregone. 





xxx 
The gentle Bradamant, mho was i’ the vein 
‘o grant whatever prudent vi ight, 
‘To solace her dosti praia ane 
So that her honour should receive no slight ; 
——‘If the last fruits he of her love would gain, 
‘Nor find her ever stubborn,’ bade the ht, 


‘Her of Duke Aymon through fair mean demand ; 
her hand.’ 


‘But be baptized before he clais 


XXXV. 
Bogero good, who not alone to be 
christian for the love of her were fain, 
‘As his good sire had been, and anciently 
His grandsire and his whole illustrious strain, 
But for her pleasure would immediately 
Resign whatever did of life remain, 
Says, “I not only, if ‘tis thy desire, 
«Will be baptised by water, but by fire. 
XXXVI. 
‘Then on his way to be baptized he hied, 
That he might next espouse the martial may, 
With t; who served him as a guide 
‘To Vallombrosa’s fane,* an abbey gray, 
Rich, fair, nor less religious, and beside, 
Courteous to whosoever passed that way ; 
And they encountered, issuing from the chase, 
‘A woman, with a passing woful face. 
FF2 
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XXXVI. 
Bogero, as still courteous, still humane 
To al, but woman most, when he disoerned 
er visage ‘rowet arain 
OF lovely teare bore pited we, and burned 
‘With the desire to know her grievous pain ; 
‘And having to the mournful lady turned. 
Besought her, after fair salute, to show 
‘What cause had made her eyes thus overflow. 
And she, uplifting heir ost rays and bri ht, 
e, 4 moist rays an 
“Most kindly to'the inquiring child replied ; 
‘And of the cause of her unbappy plight, 
‘Him, since he sought it, fully satiati 
“Thou bast to understand, © gentle knight, 
“ My visage is so bathed with tears,” she cried, 
“Tn pity to a youth condemned to die 
“This very day, within a town hard by. 


Lovin, fle lady ante wane 

“ i 8 gent a a 

“The daughter of Marsilias King of Spain, 
“ And feigning, veiled in fominine array, 
“The modest roll of eye and girlish strain, 
“With her each night the amorous stripling lay, 
“Nor any had suspicion of the twain: 
“But nought eo hidden is, but searching eye 
“In the long run the secret will espy. 


xu. 

“ One first perceived it, and then spake with two, 
howe ro wich mere, tlt ts ang twas aid 
“Of whom but yesterday a follower true 

“ Gave order to surprise the pair in bed, 

“ And in the citadel the prisoners mew, 

“To separate dungeons in that fortress led ; 
“Nor think I that enough of day remains 

“To save the lover from his cruel pains. 


xi. 
“T fled, not to behold such cruelty, 
“For they alive the wretched youth will burn ; 
“Nor think I aught could more afflicting be 
“Than such fair g’s torment to diso.rn. 
“Or that hereafter thing can pleasure me 
“So much, but that it will to trouble turn, 
“If memory retrace the cruel flame 
“Which preyed upon his fair and dainty frame.” 
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XLII. 

Touched deeply, Bradamant his danger hears, 

In heart sore troubled at the story shown ; 

‘As anxious for the lover, it appears, 

‘As if ho were a brother of her own 

Nor cortes wholly causcless are her fears, 

‘As in an after-verse will be made known. 

‘Then to Rogero ; “Him to keep from harms, 

“ Meseems we worthily should turn our arms.” 


XLII. 
And to that melancholy damsel said ; 
< Plage us but once within the was, and T 
So that the youth be not alread 
pail be our warrant that he sl et die.” 
the kindly bosom read 

Of Srednmant atl Ral of piety, 

Felt himself burn all over with desire 

To snatch the unhappy stripling from the fire. 


XLIV. 
And to the maid, rrhose troubled face a] 
Bethed with a briny flood, ““ Why wait we P—need 
“Ts here of speedy succour, not of tears. 
Re you but where the youth is prisoned lead ; 
Him from a thousand swords, a thousand spears, 
“We vow to save; so it be done with 
« But haste you, lest too tardy be our aid, 
« And he be burnt, while succour is delayed.” 
XLy. 
‘The haughty semblance and the lofty say 
Of those, who with such wondrous daring glowed, 
That hope, which long had ceased to be her stay, 
Again upon the grieving dame bestowed 
But, forvehe she less the distance of the way 
Dresded, than interruption of the road, 
Lest they, through this, should take that path in vain, 
The damsel stood suspended and in pain. 
XLVI. 
‘Then said: “If to the place our journey 
“ By the high road, which is both str eee and plain, 
t we in time might reach it, I should say, 
“ «Before the fire Saati but we must strain 
aR path so foul and crooked, that & day 
“To reach the Ne city would suffice with pain ; 
«« And when, alas! we thither shall have sped, 
“T fear that we shall find the stripling 
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XLVIL. 

“And wherefore take we not the way most near P” 
Regero answers ; and the dame replies, 
« Because fast by where we our course should steer, 
“A castle of the Count of Poictiers lies : 
“ Where Pinnabel for dame and cavalier 
“Did, three days past, a shameful law devise ; 
“Than whom more worthless living wight is none 
“The Count Anselmo d’Altaripa’s son. 


XVII. 
“No cavalier or lady by that rest 
“Without some noted scorn and injury goes ; 
“Both of their coareers ero are diepostet 
“ ight his arms and dame her gown foregoes.* 
«No better cavaliers lay lance in rest, 
«Nor have for years in France against their foes, 
«Than four, who for Sir Pinnabal have Blight 
“Their promise to maintain the castle's right. 
‘Whence first the wages which began 
“ Whence arose 1» Whi 
“But three days since, you now, sir knight, shall hear 5 
“And shall the cause, if right oF evil, sean, 
“Which moved the banded cavaliers to swear. 
“ §o ill a lady has the Castellan,* 
«80 wayward, that he is without a pee 
“Who, on day, as with the count she went, 
“T know not whither, by a knight was shent. 


L 

“ This knight, as flouted by that bonnibel, 
“For ing on his croup an ancient dame, 
«Encountered with her champion Pinnabel, 
“Of overweening pride and little fame: 
« Him he o’erturned, made her alight as well, 
«And put her to the proof, if sound or lame; 
“ —Left her on foot, and had that woman old 
“In the dismounted damsel’s garment stoled. 
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Lit. 

“ Four puissant knights arrived that very da} 
«Tt Happened, ata place of his, and who 
“Had all of them from regions far away 
“Come lately to those parts: so many true 
“ And valiant warriors, skilled in martial play, 
“Our age has seen not. These the goodly crew: 
“ Guido the savage, but a atripling yet, 
“Gryphon, and Aquilant, and Sansonet ! 


LIIl. 
‘ Them at the fortilage, of which I told, 
“ Sir Pinnabel received with semblance fair, 
“ Next seized the ensuing night the warriors bold 
“In bed: nor Joosed re e had made them swear 
“That (he s iod fixt) they in hi 
«Should be his faithfal champions for a year 
‘And month ; and of his horse and arma deprive 
“Whatever cavalier should there arrive. 
Liv. 
“ Aid any damsel whom the atranger bore 
nih him, dismount and stip er of her vest. 
“$0, thus ised, warlike prisoners swore ; 
“$o were constrained to observe the cruel hest, 
“Though grieved and troubled: nor against the four, 
“Tt seems, can any joust, but veils his crest. 
« Knights infinite have come; but one and all, 
“ Afoot and without arms have left that Hall. 


Lv. 
“Their order is, who from the castle hies, 

“The first by lot, shall meet the foe alone, 

* But if he find a champion of such gui 

‘As keeps the sell, while he himself’ is thrown, 
‘The rest must undertake the ent f 
‘Ben to the death, against that single ono, 
“Ranged in a band. If such each single knight, 
“Lmagine ight | 


the assembled warriors’ mig} 


LVI. . 
“ Ne stands it with our haste, which all delay, 
“ il let forbids, that you beside that tower 
“ Je forced to stop and mingle in the rij + 
“ br grant that you be conquerors in the stower, 
«(nd-as your presence warrants well, you T8y,) 
“ "Fs not a thing concluded in an hour. 
Aud if all day ho wait our sucoour, I 
“ Mich fear the stripling in the fire will die.” 
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LVIL. 
“ Regard we not this hindrance of our quest,” 
Rogero eried ; “Bat do we what we may ! 
“ Let 1m who rules the heavens ordain the rest, 
“Or Fortune, if he leave it in her sway ; 
“To you shall by this joust be manifest 
“Tf we can aid the youth ; for whom to-day 
“They on a ground so causeless and so slight, 
« As you to us rehearsed, the fire will light.” 


LVI 
coased ; and in the nearest wa 
“The dameel put the pair without roply + 
‘Nor these beyond three miles had fared, when they 
Reached bridge and gate, the place of forfeitry, 
Of horse and arms and fominine array, 
‘With peril sore of life. On turret high, 
Upon first sight of them, a sentinel 
Beat twice upon the castle's laram-bell. 


Ix. 
And lo, in eager hurry from the 
An elder i On a Toke made 1 
PP cried, “ Await, await! 
“«—Hola! halt, sirs, for here a fine is paid: 


The use established there by Pi 


LX. 

He next proceeds, as he had wont before 
To cor other errant cavalier. 
“Unrobe the lady,” (said that elder hoar,) 
My sons, and leave your steeds and martial gear ; 
“Nor put yourselves in peril, and with four 
“Such matchless champions hazard the career. 
“Clothes, arms, and coursers every where are rife ; 
“ But not to be repaired is loss of life.” 


LXL 
*—No more!” (Rogero said,) “No more! for I 
“Am well informed of all, ‘nd thither epocd 


“And this my comrade, I as surely know, 
“‘Theso for more words as little wall forego. 
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LXII. 
«But let me face to face, 2 oy horse ‘sn 
“Those who would take arms away 
«For we have yet «beyond th that hill to 
“ And little time afford to stay.” 
“ Behold the man,” that ancient made reply, 
“Clear of the ridge I" Nor did in this missay 5 
For thence a warrior pricked, who, powdered 0 
With snowy flowers, a crimson surcoat wore. 
LXIm. 
Bradamant for long time with earnest prayer, 
For courtesy the ro prest, 
‘To let her "from warrior bear, 
‘Who with white Mears had o’er his vest.’ 
But moved him not ; and to 3 share 
Must leave, and do herself, what liked him best. 
He willed the whole emprize his own should be, 
‘And Bradamant should stand apart to see. 
LXIv. 
‘The child demanded of that elder, who 
‘Was he that from the gate first took his way, 
And he, “’Tis Sansonet; of crimson hue, 
“T know his surcoat, with white flowrets gay.” 
‘Without a word exchanged, the warlike two 
Divide the ground, and short is the delay. 
For For they against against each other, levelling low 
Their spears, and ems sore their coursers, go. 


This while had ismued from the fortes near, 
With many footmen , Sir Pinuabel, 
All ready to despoil the cavalier, 
‘Who in the war! e joust should void his sell. 
At one another : d in bold career 
The ka tw th hae fe Ianoos rested well 
to equal was each stick, 
oF Srabbore natives oaks and two palms thick. 
LXVI. 
Sangonet of such staves, above five pair 
Had made them sever from the I 
Se to elds Lis hilowere bear 
Tro af thourithos dostived for that shock; 
Such truncheons to withstand, well needed were 
A shield and cuirass of the diamond rock. 
One he had made them give his foe, and one 
He kept himself, the present course to run. 
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LXvi. 
‘With these which might the solid anvil bore, 
(So well their ends were pointed) there and here, 
Each aiming at the thicld his foman wore, 
Tye puissant warriors shocked in mid career. 
t of Rogero, wrought wit lore, 
By fiends, had little from the stroke to fear: 
Tf tho buokler epeak Atlantes made, 
Of whose rare virtues I whilre have said. 


LXVIL 
Ihave said, the elated light 
Strikes with such force on the beholder's eyes, 
‘That, at the ahield’s discov y wight 
Is blinded, or on earth half Mclees 
‘Wherefore, well mantled with a veil, the knight 
Keeps it, unless some 
Tmpassive is the ees 
Since it no damage in the shock received. 
: LxIx. 
‘The other by less skilful artist wrought, 
Did not eo well that weightiest blow abide, 
Bat, as if _ he steals ine = 
we way before the steel, an opened wi A 


Gare way before the griing wee, which tought 
y 


Beaker Be Benased ws omete ot reeled, 
In his despite, unhorsed upon the field. 


LXXxi. 
This while Sir Pinnabello had drawn near 
To Bradamant, and pr Lif redyrdiewtatl 
“What warrior had ae 
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LXXIL. 

"Twas now exactly the eighth month was ended, 

Since, if you recollect, upon his way, 

The faithless Maganzeso, with whom she wended, 

Cast into Merlin’s tomb the martial may ; 

‘When her a bough, which fell with her, defended 

From death, or her good Fortune, rather say ; 

‘And Pinnabel bore off her courser brave 

Deeming the damsel buried in the cave. 


LXxiil. 
The courser, and, through him, the cavalier, 
Bradamant knew to be the wicked Count, 
And, having heard him, and perused him near, 
‘With more attentive eye and front to front— 
“ This is the man,” (the damsel said) “tis clear, 
«Who erst designed me outrage and affront. 
“Lo! him the traitor’s sin doth hither speed, 
“ Of all his treasons to receive the meed.” 
LXXIv. 
‘To threaten him with vengeance, and to lay 
Hands on her sword and charge him home, was done 
All in a thought ; but first she barred the way 
By which he might his fortilage have won. 
To earth himself like fox, in his dismay, 
Sir Pinnabel has every hope fc y 


He loud, nor ever making head 
‘Against the damsel, through the forest fled. 


LXXV. 
Pale and dismayed his spurs the caitiff plied 

‘Whose last hope of escape in flight was found ; 
‘While with her ready sword, Dordons's pride 
‘Was at his flank, and prest; him in his round, 
Hunting him close and ever fast beside ; 
Loud is the uproar, and the woods resound. 
Nothing of this is at the castle kenned, 
For only to Rogero all attend. 


LXXVL 
TMi while fad ued forth upon tess wey 
Wl issued forth upon their way 
‘And brought with them the i-accustomed dame, 
‘Who made wa that use obey. 
Tn all (who rather than prolong with bis 
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LXXVIL 
‘The cruel courtezan by whom was made, 
‘And by whose hest maintained, that evil rite, 
Reminds tho warriors that thoy are arrayed 
oath and pact to avenge erin the fight 
with his lance alone thy foes are lai 
“On earth, why should I band with other knight ?” 
(Guido the savage said) “and if I lie, 
“Of with my head, for I consent to die.” 
LXXVIi. 
0 Aquilant; 90 Gryphon, For the twain 
ji inst a single foe we Tun; 
‘And Father would be taken, rather slain, 
‘Than he should be assailed by more than one. 
‘To them exclaimed the woman : “ Why in vain 
{Waste you so many words, where frut is noneP 
¢ brought you here that champion's arms to take, 
« Not o 


wwe and other pacts to make. 
LXXIX. 
“You should have offered, when in prison ell, 
“This your excuse ; which now too late is made. 
wits your the law's abserance to compel, 
« And not with lying tongue your oath evade.” 
rere the are ; Behold with a now ell 
“ the goodly steed!” Rogero said, 
“Behold with thove, al well, the damsel’ vest 
“Tf these you covet, why your course arrest?” 
LXXX. 
She of the castle presses on Zhis side, 
(On that Rogero rates, and calls them on; 
TTl they parforce, t'wards him, together hied : 
Bat red with shame, are tothe eneounter gone 
‘oremost appeared ‘mid those tl ights of pride, 
or Perond mains ethos conte 
But Guido, who was borne on heavier stood, 
Came at some interval, with tardier speod. 





LXXXI. 
‘With the same lance with which he overbore 
Sir Sansonet, Rogero came to fight; 
‘Well-covered with the shield which heretofore 
Atlantes used on an height ; 
T say the enchanted buckler, which, too sore 
For human sufferance, dazed the astonished sight : 
To which Rogero, as a last resource, 
In the most pressing peril had recourse, 
* Gryphon andaquilant. 
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LXxXxi. 
Although three times alone the child was fain 


nd, certes sore bested) this to display ; 
rico ec he reas he wana Fairy's reign 
‘Was to that soberer region on his way ! 
Last, when the unsated Ore upon the main, 
By this astounded, ’mid the so-foam lay 

ich would have fed upon the naked maid, 
So cruel to the Child who brought her aid. 


‘With this, as said before, he came a-field 

As boldly, as if those three enemies, 

Who were arrayed before him, had appeared 
‘Yet less than little children to be feared. 


LXXXIv. 
Rogero shocked the valiant Gryphon, where 
e border of the buckler joined the sight, 
‘Who seemed as he would now here, now there, 
And, from his courser far, last fell outright. 
He at the shield had aimed, but smote not fair 
The mark; and (for Rogero’s orb was bright 
And smooth) the hissing weapon slipt, and wrought 
Other effect than was in Gryphon’s thought, 
LXXXV. 
It rent and tore the veil which served to hide 
‘The lightning’s fearful and enchanted rays ; 
Which, without blinded’ eyes can none abide 
ight, nor refuge is for them who 7 
‘Aguilant, who was at his brother's tide, 
‘Tore off the rest, and made the buckler blaze: 
The splendour struck the valiant brothers blind, 
And Guido in their rear, who spurred behind. 


LXXXVI. 

‘These here, or there, to earth astonished reel ; 

Nor oyes alone are dazzled by the light, 
it every sense astounds flaming st 

Unconscious of the issue of the fight, 
Rogero turned his horse, and, in the wheel, 
Handled his sword, so to thrust and smite ; 
‘And none descried his fury to oppose ; 
For in the charge dismounted were his foes. 
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‘The knights, together with the footmen all, 
y er wit footmen all, 
‘And women, who had from the eastle hied, 
Nor lees the coursers panting with their fall, 
‘As if about to die, the warrior spied. 
‘He wondered first, and next perceived the pall 
OF silk was hanging down on the left sido; 
Lamy the pall in which he used to ls 


the evil cause of that mishap, 


He quick! i tarning. vols his 
fe quicl turns, and, turning. i y 
Tnhopes to view his well-loved martial snaid ; 
‘And thitherward, without delay, ho hies 
‘Where, when the joust began, the damsel stayed. 
Not finding her, it is the child’s surmise 
‘That she is gone to bear the stripling aid ; 
Fearing he may be burnt, while they their journey 
Bo long delay, retarded by that tourney. 


LXXXIX. 

‘He saw the damsel, stretched among the rest 
‘Who him had thither guided : as she lay, 
He took and placed her, yet with sleep opprest, 
Before him, and, sore troubled, rode away. 
He with a mantle, which above her vest 
he wore, congealed the enchanted buckler’s ray : 
And to the maid restored, when ‘twas concealed, 
Her senses, which were ravished by the shield. 


xe. 

Away Rogero posted with the dame, 
"And id not dare his crimaoned visage raise ; 
Since every one, it seemed to him, might blame 
‘With right that victory, worthy little praise. 
« By what amends can I of such a shame 
«(The blushing warrior said) the stain eraze?P 
«For ‘twill be bruited, all my deeds by sleight 
“Of magic have been done, and not by might.” 

thus, he aon his 

As, thinking thus, he journeyed on his way, 
‘Rogero stumbled ‘upon what he sought * 
For, in the middle of the track, there lay 
‘A well, within the ground profoundly wrought: 
‘Whither the thirsty herd, at noon of day, 
Repaired, their Ratnches with forage fraught. 
Rogero said, "Tis now. must I provide, 
“T shame from thee, O shield, no more abide. 
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XCII. 
“Thee will I keep no more, and this shall be 
“ Rven the last shame which so on me is thrown :” 
The child so ending his self-colloquy, 
Dismounting, takes a large and hes one 3 
‘Which to the shield he tes, and 
Both to the bottom of the well are one, 
“Lie buried there for ever, from all 
“ And with thee hidden be'my shame!” he cri. 
Xcmml. 
Filled to the brim with water was the well ; 
Hoary the stone, and heavy was the shield : 


Nor sopt the till they to the bottom fel, 
iquid element conceal 


Byte at ‘was not slow the noble act to vont 
Bul, wandering wide, the deod in brief revenled, 
‘And voicing it abroad, with trumpet-sound, 
‘Told France and Spins and all the countries round. 
XCIv. 
‘When that so strange adventure to the rest 
Of the wide world, from mouth to mouth was blown, 
Knights out of number undertook the tr 
rom neighbouring parts and distant; but unknown 
To all the forest which possessed 
aan oie te gictaoun Rela wen thrown: 
For che who tld the scton, would net say 
Whore wes the el, nor in what land it lay. 
Xov. 
Upon Rogero’s thence, where fell 
Who fas good charons of St ov law, 
Made by the castle's lord Sir Pinnabel, 
him discomfited like men of straw, 
sth shield withdrawn he had removed as well 
, which quelled their sight and minds who saw 5 
who, like dead men, on earth had lain, 
Hind en Fal of ‘ondemms again. 


Nor any, thing throughout ‘hat livelong day 
mid themselves but that strange case relate ; 
Ted ne ic wean’ that dsusttous fray 
Hoch by the hore ght was uel led. debate. 
While these, discoursing, of ne clive hie say, 
1 are of ‘8 
Mat Bhanstcl wtdead the wesrioes hear, 
But learn not who had slain the cavalier. 
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XCvu, 
Bradamant in close pass, this while, had staid 
‘Tho faithless Pinnabel, and sorely prost ; 
‘And many times had buried half her blade 
‘Within his bleeding flanks and heaving breast. ’ 
‘When of his crimes the forfeit had been paid 
By him, the infected country’s curae and post, 
She from the conscious forest turned away 
‘With that good steed the thief had made his prey. 
XCVIUI. 
She would return where she had left the knight, . 
But never could make out the rood anw 
now ey, now by mountain-height, 
‘Wandered well-nigh the oaae country ‘through. 
‘Yet could she never (such her fortune’s spite) 
Find out the way to join Rogero true. 
‘Him in another canto I attend 
‘Who loves the tale, to hear my story’s end. 


CANTO XXIII. 


ARGUMENT, 


Aatolpho soars in air, Upon account 
Of Pinnabel is prisoned Scotland's heir: 
By Roland freed. Frontino Rodomont 
Takes from Hippalca, trusted to her care. 
With Mandricardo strives Aglantes’ count : 
Who, next, offended by his lady fair, 

Into the fury falls, #0 strange and fell, 
Which tw the world has not a parallel, 


Ll 
Let each assist the other in his need ; 
Seldom actions go without their due; 
And if their just reward should not succeed, 

At least, nor death, nor shame, nor loss ensue. 
‘Who another, the remembered meed. 
shall have, and aoon or later Tue. 

‘That ‘mountains never meet, ‘but that men may, 

“And oft encounter,’ is an ancient say. 
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. IL. 
Now mark what chanced to Pinnabel, the event 
Of having borne himself 80 wickedly : 
He at the last received due punishment, 
Duegnd deserved by his iniquit 
And God, who for tl fo moet ij content 


To aco the righteous sufor wro 
ee 
All who ftom every ‘rlckedue are gue 


mm. 
Pinnabel deemed he to an end had brought, 
‘And buried deep in earth, the martial maid : 
Nor weening to behold her more, less thought 
To her his treason’s forfeit to have paid. 
Nor profits it the wily traitor aught 
‘To be among the forts his father swayed. 
For Altaripa here its summit rears, 
‘Amid rude hills, confining on Poictiers. 
Iv. 
Anselm in Altaripa held command, 
‘The count from whom was this evil seed : 
‘Who, to escape from angry Clermont’s hand, 
Of friends and of assistance stood in need. 
At a hills fot, with her avenging brand, 
Bradamant made the worthless traitor bleed ; 
‘Who found no better suceour in the strife 
‘Than piteous cry and fruitless prayer for life. 


v. 
‘When she has put to death the treacherous 
Who to put to death had erst intent, 
To seek she again would steer, 
But that her cruel fate would not consent ; 
‘Which, where the wood was loneliest and most drear, 
To wander by close path th the io Indy sent, 
Until the western sun withdrew his light, 
Abandoning the world above to night. 


VI. 
‘Nor knowing where for shelter she should rove, 
Bradamant in that place resolves to stay, 
Couched on the herbage of the grove 


‘And the othet wandering gods opon their way 
But, whether waking or to sleep resigned, 

Has aye Rogero present to her mind, 

VoL. I. eG 
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vu. 

‘With sorrow and repentance oft assailed, 

She from her inmost heart profoundly sighed, 

‘That Anger over Love should have provailed. 

« Anger has torn me from my love," (she cried,) 

“Oh! had I made some note, which had availed, 

“Thither, whenoe I set out, my steps to guide, 

“When I on my il emprige! 

“Sure Twas lorn of memory and of eyes!” 
Vil. 

‘Those words and others she in mournful strain 
Utters, and broods within her heart on more. 
Meanwhile a wind of sighs, and plenteous rain 
Of tears, are tokens of her anguish sore. 

In the east, at last, expected long in vain, 

‘The wiahed-for twilight streaked the horizon o'er ; 
‘And she her courser took, which on the le 

‘Was feeding, and rode forth to meet the day. 


Ix. 

Nor far had rode, ere from the greenwood-trees 
She issued, where the dome was erst displayed ; 
And many days her with such witcheries 
The evil-mi wizard had delayed. 

Here she Astolpho found, who at full ease 


A bridle f for the Hi ah hed made, . 
was standing, and in 
To whom he should ig; ool a ue 


7 x. 
By ohance she found him, as the cavalier 
‘Had from the helm uncased his head to view ; 
So that when of the dingy forest clear, 
Fair Bradamant her gentle cousin knew. 
‘Him from afer she hailed with joyful cheer, 
And now more nigh, to embrace the warrior flew ; 
And named f, and raised her vizor high, 
‘And let him plainly who she was espy. 


XI. 
None gould Astolpho hare found any where 

‘With whom to leave his horse with more content, 

ing che would guard the steed with care, 
‘And to his lord on his return present ; 
‘And he believed that Heaven had, in its care, 
Duke Aymon’s daughter for this purpose sent. 
‘Her was he wont with pleasure aye to see; 
But now with more in lis necessity. 
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xu. 
Embracing twice or thrice the cousins stand, 
Fraternally, each other's neck, and they 
Had of each other's welfare made demand 
‘With much affection, ere the duke ’gan say ; 
“Would I now see the winged people’s land, 
“ Here upon earth I make too long delay.” 
‘And opening to the dame the thought he brewed, 
To her the flying horse Astolpho shewed. 


XI. 

But she scarce marvelled when above the plain 
She saw the rising steed his wings unfold ; 
Since upon former time, with mastering rein, 
On him had charged the dame that wizard old ; 
‘And made her eye and eyelid sorely strain, 
So hard she gazed, his movements to behold ; 
The day that he bore off, with wondrous range, 
Rogero on his journey, long and strange. 


xIv. 
pho says, ‘On her he will bestow 
‘ His Rabican ; so passing swift of kind, 
‘That, if the courser started when a bow 
(Was drawn, heleft the feathered shaft behind , 
«An a8 we ioply forego, 
“That it may to Mouat Alben be sonsigned : 
« And she for him ‘ve the martial weed ; 
“Since of his arms he has no present need.’ 
xv. 


Bent, since course in air was to be flown, 
‘That he, as best he can, will make him light. 
‘Yet keeps the sword and horn ; although alone 
‘The horn from every risk might shield the knight : 
But he the lance abandons, which the son 
Of Galaphron® was wont to bear in fight; 
The lance, by which whoever in the course 
‘Was touched, fell headlong hariling from his horse. 


ippogryph through yielding wther flew ; 

And nowt the rider stirred ¢ fege toe 80, 

‘That in a thought he vanished out of view. 

PU tae ora 
e gale and rock, e is 

The reefs ; ‘hen, ha ing left the shore behind, 

Hoists every sail, and before the wind. 
. © Argalia, 
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XVI. 

Bradamant, when departed was the peer, 
‘Remained distressed in mind; since in what way 
She knew not her good kinsman’s warlike gear 
‘And courser to Mount Alban to convey. 

For on her heart, which they inflame and tear, 
The warm desire and greedy will yet prey 

To see the Child ; whom she to find once more 
‘At Vallombrosa thought, if not before. 

Ie sg nd hn 
ere standing in suspense, ce she spi 
‘A churl, that came towards her on tho plain, 
‘Who, at her hest, Astolpho’s armour tied, 

As best he might, and laid on Rabicane ; 
Sho next behind her bade the peasant guide 
(One courser loaded and one loose) the twain. 
0 were the steeds: for she had that before, 
On which his horse from Pinnabel she bore. 
xix, 

To Vallombrosa to direct her way 
She thought, in hopes to find ero there : 
But, evermore to go astray, 

Know not how thither she might best repair. 

The churl had of the country emall assay, 

And, sure to be bewildered, wend the pair: 

Yet at a venture thitherward she hies, 

‘Where she believes the place of meeting lies. 
xx. 


She here and there, as she her way pursued, 
Turned, but found none to question of the road ; 
She saw at mid-day, issuing from the wood, 

A fort, nor far removed was the abode, 

Which on the summit of a mountain stood, 

And to the lady like Mount Alban showed ; 

And was Mount Alban sure; in which repair 

One of her brothers and her mother were. 
xxi 

She, when she recognized the place, became 

Sador at beast than T heveryowor te say. 

If she delays, discovered is the dame, 

Nor thence will be allowed to wend her way : 
If thence she wends not, of the amorous flame 
‘Which so consumes her, she will be the prey, 
Nor see Rogero more, nor compass aught 
‘Which was at Vallombrosa to be wrought. 
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Xxi. 

Some deal she doubted : then to turn her steed, 
‘Resolved upon Mount Alban’s castle near ; 
And, for she thence her way could deftly read, 
Her course anew towards the abbey steer. 

But Fortune, good or evil, had decreed 

‘The maid, before she of the vale was clear, 

Of one of her good brethren should be spied, 

Alardo named, ere she had time to hide. 
xx, 

He came from billeting the bands which 1s} 
Dispersed about that province, foot and hore ; 
For the surrounding district, to obey 

King © lemagne, had raised another force. 
Embraces brotherly and friendly say, 
Salutes and kindly cheer, ensue of course ; 
And next into Mount Alban, side by side, 
They, communing of many matters, ride. 


XXIV. 
Bradamant enters Montalbano’s seat, 
‘Whom Beatrice had mourned, and vainly 
Through spacious France : Tis here all Telos sweet, 
‘Tho kess and clasp of hand she holds at nougt, 
‘While her a mother and a brother grost, 
it 


the enamoured maid in thoug! 
Thee wiih the loved Rogores fond embrace s 
‘Which time will never from her mind efface. 
XXY. 
Because she could not go, one in her stead 
To send to Vallombrosa she devised, 
‘Who thither inthe damsel’ name should 
whom should young Rogero be ap) 
Wnt kept her thenoe; snd prayed, if prayer should need, 
That there he for her love would be baptised 
‘And next, as was concerted, would ‘ota 
‘What might their bridal bring to ated 


XXVI. 
She ed the same messenger should bear 
well to her Rogero his good steed ; 
‘Which he was ever wonted to hold dear, 
‘Worthily dear; for sure 20 stout at need 
And besuteous was no courser, far or or near, 
in land of Christian or of Pay 
sd of the Gaul ae 
Expt rardo good and 
. . ndecaates a 
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Valiant Rogero, whi oo bold of prite 
‘aliant » when too of i 

He backed the bi an ere in ai, 

ntino left (Frontino he was hight), 

‘Whom Bradamant then took Tata cae, 
And to Mount Alban sent; and had him dight, 
And nourished, at large cost, with plenteous fare ; 
Nor let be rode except at easy pace. 

Hence was he ne’er 80 sleek or well in case. 


: XXVIII. 
Each damsel and each dame who her obeyed, 
She tasked, together with herself, to sew, 
‘With subtle toil ; and with fine gold o'erlaid 
A pices of sill of white and sable hus: 
ith this she trapt the horse : then chose a maid, 
Old Callitrephia’s daughter, from the crew ; 
‘Whose mother whilom Bradamant had nursed ; 
A damsel sho in all her secrets versed. 


XXIXx. 
‘How graven in her heart lies, 
A \d times to her she had confessed : 
And had extolled above the deities 


‘The manners, worth, and beauty he 

« No better messenger could I devise,” 

(She said, and called the damsel from the rest,) 
‘Nor have I one, Hippalca mine, more sage 
‘And sure than thee, to do my embassage.” 


XxX. 
Hippalea was the attendant damsel hight. 
“Go,” (says her lady, and describes the way) 
And afterwards informs the maid aright 
Of all which to Rogero she should say ; 
And ‘why she at the abbey failed the knight, 
“Who must not to bad faith ascribe her stay, 
‘But this to Fortune charge, that so decides, 
“Who, more than we ourselves, our conduct guides.’ 
XXXL 
She made the damsel mount upon a pad, 
And put into her hand Frontino’s rein ; 
And, if she met with one so rude or mad, 
‘Who to deprive her of the steed were fain, 
‘Her to proclaim who was his owner,’ bade, 
‘As that which might suffice to make him sane’ 
For she believed ‘was no cavalier, 
But that Hogero’s name would make him fear. 
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XXXII. 
Of many and many things, whereof to treat 
‘With good Rogero, in her stead, she showed ; 
Of which instructed well, her foot 
Hippalea stirred, nor longer 


highway, field, and wood, a loom beat, 
More an fon weary miles the dameel sod 


Ere any crossed her path on mischief bent,” 
Or even questioned —— she went. 


At noon of day, descending from me mount, 
She in a streight and ill 
Led by a dwarf, cnovantered "Wiomont, 


Who was afoot, and harnessed cap-a-pec. 
‘The Moor towards her raised Se 
‘And straight blasphemed the eternal 


‘That horse, 80 richly tray and ig fair, 
Fennec found a kephtonant soe 
XXXIV. 
On the first courser he should find, the knight 
Had sworn a solemn oath his hands to lay: 
‘This was the first, nor he on steed could light 
Fairer or fitter : yet to take away 
‘The charger from a maid were foul despite. 
Doubtful he stands, but covets sore the p1 
Byes and srry him an sys oon y 
not as well-the courser’s master by P” 


XXXV. 
“ Ah! would he were !” to him the maid 
“For haply he would make thee inne tho thought. 
“A better knight than thee the horse 
pear Iy Sould his natch on earth be sought. ” 
—Who tramples thus on other's fame?” he cried ; 
Und she" Rogero’—seid, as she was taught. 
Then Rodomont—‘ The steed I make my own ; 
“Since him a champion rides of such renown. 


XXXVI. 
“TE hoa you relate, be of suoh foros 


“That ho surpaasos all beside in might 
“T needs must pay the hire as well sa horse; 
“And be ths of te pensar of the night 


“That I am Rodomont, to him discourse ; 
« ‘And, if indeed with me he lists to fight, 
“ Me shall he find ; in that I shine confest, 
“ By my own light, in motion or at rest. 
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xxxvul. 
“T leave such vestige wheresoe’er I tread, 
«The volleyed thunder leaves not worse below.” 
Hoe had thrown back, over Frontino’s head, 
‘The courser's reins, in saying 80, 

Backed him, and left Hippalca sore bested ; 
‘Who, bathed in tears, and goaded by her woe, 
Cries shame on him, and threats the king with ill: 
Rodomont hearkens not, and climbs the hill; 

XXXVIII. 

Whither the dwarf conducts him on the trace 
Of Doralice and Mandricardo bold. 
Behind, Hippalca him in ceaseless chase, 
Pursues with taunt and curses manifold. 
‘What came of this is said in other place. 


Duke Aymon’s daught ey turned 
uke ' ter scarce awa} 
‘From thence, who on her track in haste had gone, 
Bre thither by another path, astray, 
Zerbino came, with that deceitful crone, 
‘And saw the bleeding body where it lay : 
‘And, though the warrior was to him unkown, 
and courteous, felt his bosom swell, 
pity at that cruel sabe and fell. 





¥ 


Dead lay Sir Pinnabel, and bathed 1m gore 
From whom such streams of blood profusely flow, 

As were a cause for wonderment, had more 
Swords than a hundred joined to lay him low. 
A print of recent footateps to explore 
‘The cavalier of Scotland was not slow ; 
‘Who took the adventure, in the hope to read 
‘Who was the doer of the murderous deed. 


XL 

‘The hag to wait was ordered by the peer, 
Whoovould return to her in little space. 

She to the body of the count drew near, 

And with irt eye examined every lave $ 

Wrilled not aught, that in her sight waa dear, 

The body of tho Send should veisly race 
{As one who, soiled with every other vie 
Surpassed all womankind in avarice. 
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XLII. 
If fiat in any manner could have thought, 

‘to have concealed the intended theft, 
The bleeding warrior’s surcoat, richly wrou, 
She would, together with his arms, bave re 
But at what might bo safely hidden, caught,” 
‘And, grieved at heart, forewent the glorious weft. 
Him of a beauteous girdle she undrest, 

this secured between a double vest, 


Zerbino after some short space came back, 
"Who vainly Bradamant had thence pursuod 
Through tho green holt ; because the beaten track 
‘Was lost in many others in the wood 
And he (or daylight ht now began to lack) 
him mid those mountains rude, 
‘And with ee Searious wo ‘woman thence, in quest 
OF inn, from the dissstrous valley prest. 


Ay hich Altaripa hight, 
as fon, wi tari) 
Pasion ia the twain, at two miles’ distance 
‘There stops the pair, and halted for the night, 
‘Which, af fall soar, even now went up the aay : 
Nor long had reeted there ere, left and right 
Thain the poople heard’ ®’ mount ey) 
‘And saw fost tears from every eyelid fall, 
‘As if some cause of sorrow them all. 


XLV. 
Zerbino asked the occasion, and ‘twas said, 
“ings had bom fo Count Anselmo brought 


XLVL 
After some little time, the funeral bier 
Arrives, ‘mid torch ‘nd flamboan, where the cries 
et more thick, starry sphere 
eee oo ae 
Wesco checks doswosdine bec ton eyes 


Bat loud mors dial has the rst 
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XLVI. 
‘While solemn ion so was made 


According to old use and honours paid, 
fn ‘foranes age, corruptod by cask Row? 
A procl allayed 
Quickly the noise of the lamenting crew ; 


Promising any one a mighty gai 

That sho denounce be when his con was slain. 
XLVIIL. 

From voice to voice, from one to other ear, 


The loud | proclaim they through the town declaro ; 
e wicl 


‘Till this woman chanced to hear, 
‘Who past in rage the tiger or the bear ; 
And hence the ruin of the Scottish peer, 
Either in hatred, would the crone prepare, 
Or were it she alone might boast to be, 

In human form, without humanity ; 


Or were it bi in the promised pri 

were it but to romis iz0 ;— 

She to seek out {he grevng county flow, 
‘And, prefacing her tale in likely wise, 
Said that Zerbino did the deed; and drew 
‘The girdle forth, to witness to her lies ; 
Which straight the miserable father knew ; 
And on the woman's tale and token built 
‘A clear assurance of Zerbino’s guilt, 


L. 

‘And, weeping, with raised hands was heard to say, 

‘He for his murdered son would have amends. 

To block the hostel where Zerbino lay, 

For all the town is risen, the father sends. 

The prince, who deems his enemies away, 

And no such injury as this attends, 

In his first sleep is seized by Anselm's throng, 

‘Who thinks-he has endured so foul a wrong. 


LL 

‘That night in prison, fettered with a pai 

at ight i ae, fered with spt 

For before yet the skies illumined are, 

The execution is ordained 5 

‘And in the place will he be quartered, where 

‘The deed was done for which he is arraigned. 

No other inquest is on this received ; 

It is enough that ao their lord believed. 
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"i Suave aa 
Zertheo' forthe erie he hua not dono 
fy ita irr rm. 
Lois ei 


tr. 

But ux who with the innocent oft sides, 
Nor those abandons who make him their stay, 
For prince Zerbino such defence provides, 
‘There is no fear that he will die to-day 5 
Goa thitherward renowned Orlando 

for res the way 

Orhands eccs Koncath Ka oa plain v: 
The youth to death conducted by the train. 


Liv. 

‘With him was wending she, that in the cell, 
Prisoned, Orlando found ; that royal maid, 
Child of Gallicia’s king, fair Isal 
‘Whom chance into the ruffians’ power. conveyed, 
What time her ship she quitted, by the 
Of the wild sea and tempest overlaid 
‘The damsel, who, yet nearer her heart-core 
‘Than her own vital being, Zerbino wore. 


Th jotley troop arrayed. 
She asked Orlando what might be the erain ? 
“T know not,” said the Count ; and left the maid 
the height, and hurried towards the plain. 
fe marked Zerbino, and at the first sight 
‘A baron of high worth a the knight, 


And nd saked him, ‘ by sie him they led 
as ive,’ to Zerl wing near: 
At how capi od his head, 
And, having better the cavalier, 
Behesraed truth ; con this so well he said, 
the succour of the peer. 


459 
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. LVIL. 
And, after he had heard ‘twas at the hest 
Of Anselm, Count of Altaripa, done, 
‘Was certain ‘twas an outrage manifest, 
Since nought but ill could spring from him; and one, 
Moreover’ was the other's foo profest, 
From ancient hate and enmity, which run 
Tn Clermont and Maganza’s blood ; a feud 
With injuries, and death and shame pursued. 
LVI. 
Orlando to the rabble cried, “‘ Untie 
“Tho cavalier, unless you would be slain.” 
— ‘Who deals such mighty blows P”—one made reply, 
That would be t] it the truest of the train ; 
“ Were he of fire who makes such bold defy, 
“ We wax or straw, too haughty were the strain :” 
And charged with that the of France, 
Orlando at the losel cou his lance. 


Lx, 
‘The shining armour which the chief bad rent 
From ycung Zerbino but the night before, 
‘And clothed himself withal, poor succour lent 
‘Against Orlando in that combat sore. 
‘Against the churl's right cheek the weapon went : 
Ie failed indeod his terapered helm to bere, 
But such a shock he suffered in the strife, 
‘As broke his neck, and stretched him void of life, 


Ix. 

All at one course, of other of the band, 

‘With lance unmoved, he pierced the bosom through ; 

Left it; on Durindana laid his hand, 

‘And broke into the thickest of the crew : 

One head in twain he severed with the brand, 

(While, from the shoulders lopt, another flew) 

Of many pierced the throat ; and in a breath 

Above a hundred broke and put to death. 


LX. 
Above a third he killed, and chased the rest, 
And smote, and pierced, and cleft, as he pursued. 
Himself of helm or shield one dispossest ; 
One with spontoon or bill the champaign strewed. 
‘This one along the road, across it prest, 
A fourth ; this squate in cavern or in wood. 
Orlando, without pity, on that day 
Lets none escape whom he has power to slay. 
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Of eared men an twenty, , in that erew, 
Be Turpin sums them) ou died at least, 
‘ither Orlando finally 
‘Where, with a heart sore 2 trembling i in his breast, 
Zerbino sat; how he at Roland’s view 
Bejicod, in vers can hardly be exprest: 
0, but that he was on the hackney bound, 
‘Would at his feet have _ Rimeelf to ground. 


While Roland, after he bad ‘ooned the knight, 
Helped him to don his ehining 
Stript from those serjeants’ captains who had dight 
‘Himself with the good harness, to his pain ; 
The prince on Isabella turned his sight, 
‘Who had halted on the bill above the plain : 

And, after she ived the strife was o'er, 

eee of fight her beauties bore. 


LXIv. 
‘When young oung Zerbino at his side surveyed 
, Who by him was held so dear ; 


‘The beauteous lady, whom false tongue had said 
‘Was drowned, so often wept with many a tear, 
‘As if ice at his heart-core had been 

‘Waxed cold, and some deal shook the cavalier ; 
But the chill quickly pest and he, instond, 
Wis ace wit ino , from foot to head. 


rom quik lpn her in is embrace, 
Him roverence for Anglantes’ sovereign stayed ; 
Because he thought, and held for certain case, 

‘That Roland was a lover of the maid; 


So past from pain to pain ; and little space 

go pn fam pt sad Hee re 

‘Than hearing that the maid was drowned at sea. 
LXVI. 

And worse he grieved, that sho was with a knight, 
‘To whom he owed so much: because to wrest 
The lady from his hands, was noither right 

for yet wi ean easy 
Bo Stier aperal hed no other wight 
Suffered to part, of such a prize posses 

But would endure, Orlando (such his deh) 
‘A foot upon his prostrate neck should set. 
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LXVII. 

The three in silence j« toa font, ~ 
‘Where they alight, and halt beside the well ; 
His helmet here undid the weary Count, 

‘And made the prince too quit the iron shell. 

The youth unhelmed, she sees her lover's front, 

‘And pale with sudden joy grows Isabel : 

Then’ changing, brightened like a humid flower, 

‘When the warm sun succeeds to drenching shower. 
LXVvIu. 

And without more delay or scruple, prest 
To cast her arms about her lover dear ; 
And not a word could draw forth from her breast, 
But bathed his neck and face with briny tear. 
Orlando, who remarked the love exprest, 
Needing no more to make the matter clear, 
Could not but, by these certain tokens, see 
This could no but Zerbino be. 

LXIx. 
When 8 returned, ere yet the maiden well 


‘The prince, who in one scale weighed Isabel, 
Together with his life, esteemed as dear,— 
Fell at Orlando’s feet and him adored, 

‘As to two lives at once by him restored. 


IXxx. 
Proffers and thanks had followed, with a round 
Of courtesies between the warlike pair, 
Had they not heard the covered paths resound, 
Which overgrown with gloomy foliage were. 
pon their heads the hel et Ite al yond, 
juickly place, and to their steeds repair ; 
‘And lot a Knight and maid arrive, ere well 
‘The cavaliors are seated in the sell. 
LXXI.° 
This was the Tartar Mandricardo, who 
In haste behind the paladin had sped, 
To venge Alzirdo and Manilard, the two 
Whom good Orlando's valour had Ind dead: 
rw! leas eager to . 
Sines he with him fair Doralice had led 5 
‘Whom from a hundred men, in plate and chain, 
He, with a simple staf of oak, Bad fa‘en. 
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LXXxIl. 
‘Yet knew not that it was Anglantes’ peer 
This while, of whom he had pursued the beat ; 


Though th that ho was 8 t cavalier 
By certain seu to woot, 
ore than ino him he eyed, sad, near, 


‘Perused the paladin from head to feet ; 
Then ling all the tokens coincide, 
“Thou art the man I seek,” the paynim cried. 


LXXIii. 

«Tis now ten days,” to him the Tartar said, 
“That thee I still have followed ; so the fame 
“Had me, and in me such longing bred, 
“Which of thee to our camp of Paris camo: 
“When, amid thousands by thy pores laid dead, 
“ Scarce one alive fled thit 
<The mighty havoc made by ‘ny Pred hand, 
«Mid Tremisena’s and ‘Nouitin’s 

LXXIv. 

«I was not, as I knew, in following slow 
“ Both to behold thee, and to prov to prove ove thy migh might ; 
“And by the surcoat o’er thine arms 

« (lnstracted of thy vest) thou art the knight : 

« And if such cognizance thou didst not show, 

« And, ‘mid a hundred, wert concealed from sight, 

«For what thou art thou ly wouldst appear, 

“‘Thy worth conspicuous in thy haughty cheer.” 


LXXv. 
“No one can asy,” to him Orlando cried, 
“ But that a valiant cavalier thou art : 
“For such a brave desire can ill reside, 
“Tis my assurance, in a humble heart. 
“Since thou wouldst see me, would that thou inside, 
“ Couldst as without, behold me! I apart 
“Will lay my helm, that in All points thy will 
“ And purpose of thy quest I may fulfil. 
LXXvL. 
“But when thou well hast scanned me with thine eye, 
“To that thine other wish as well attend : 
«It yet remains for thee to satisfy 
“The want, which leads thee after me to wend ; 3 
“That thou mayest mark if, in my valour, I 
“ Agree with that bold cheer thou so commend.” 
And now,” (exclaimed the Tartar), “for the rest ! 
“ For my first want is thoroughly 
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LXXvil. 
Orlando, all this while, from head to feet, 

paynim with ingt eB: 
Both sides, acd next the pommel of is seat 
Surveys, yet neither mace nor tuck espies ; 
And asks, ‘how he the combat will repeat, 
“T€ his good lance at the encounter flies.” 
—* Take thou no care for that,” replied the peer ; 
“Thus into many have I stricken fear, 


: LXXVIIL 
“T have an oath in Heaven to gird no blade, 
‘Till Durindans from the count be won, 
“ Pursuing whom, I throug] here strayed, 
“< With him to reckon for tore posts than one. 
“Tf thou wilt please to hear, my oath I made 
“When on my head I placed this morion : 
“Which casque, with all the other arms I bear, 
“A years ago great Hector's were. 


LXXxIx. 
“To these good arms nought lacks beside the sword ; 
“How it was stolen, to you I cannot say : 
“This now, it seems, is borne by Brava’s lord, 
“ And hence is he so daring in affray. 
“ Yet well I trust, if I the warri Board, 
“To make him render his ill-gotten prey. 
“Yet more; I seck the champion with desire 
“To avenge the famous Agrican, my sire. 
LXxx. 
“ Him this Orlando slew by treachery,* 
“T wot, nor could have slain in other wise.” 
The count could bear no more, and. “ ’Tis a lie!” 
(Exclaims,) “ and whosoever says 80, lies : 
“Him fairly did I slay ; Orlando, I. 
“But what thou seekest Fortune here supplies ; 
“ And this the faulchion is, which thou hast sought, 
“Which shall be thine if by thy valour bought. 
LXxxi. 
“ Although mine is the faulchion, gl fully, 
«Tet us for it in courtesy contend ; 
“Nor will I in this battle, that it be 
« More mine than thine, but to a tree suspend : 
“Bear off the weapon freely hence, if me 
“Thou kill or conquer.” As he made an end, 
He Durindana from his belt unslung, 
‘And in mid-field upon a sapling hung. 
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LXxxil. 
Already distant half the range of bow 
ifs from his opposite ¢ cach puissant knight, 
‘And pricks against th , nothing slow 
To slack the reins or ply the romels ‘Bright. 
Wh Yoel gies pow erie rn 
ere a passage to t. 
As if of ice, the dhattered lances eae fy “e 
Bee these ieee te tee ty. 
LXXXxiil. 
One and the other lance parforce must split, 
In that the cavaliers refuse to bend ; 
The cavaliers, who in the saddle sit, 
Returning with the staff’s unbroken end. 
‘The warriors, who with steel had ever emit, 
Now, as a pair of hinds in rage contend 
For the mead’s boundary or river's right, 
‘Armed with two clubs, maintain a cruel fight.’ 
LXXXIv. 
The trancheons which the valiant champions bear, 
Feil in the combat, and few blows resist ; 
Both rage with mightier fury, hero and there, 
Left without other weapon than the fist ; 
With this the desperate foes en; and, where 
The hand can grapple, plate and mail untwist. 
Let none desire, to guard himself from wrongs, 
A heavier hammer or more holding tonge. 
*LXXXv. 
How can the Saracen conclude the fray 
With honour, which he haughtily had sought P 
‘Twere folly to waste time in an assa: 
‘Where fo bimself more harm the smiter wrought 
Than to the smitten: in conclusion, they 
Cloned, and tho paynim king Orlando caught 
And strained against his bosom ; what Jove’s son 
Did by Anteus, thinking to have done. 
Hi ed ath fer: ;petuous mood, 
‘im athwart, he, in imy 
Weal wow ps om hm now med lod ly strain 5 
And waxed so wroth that, in his heat of bl 
‘The Tartar little thought about his rein. 
Firm in his stirry) collected stood. 
tohed his vantage to obtain ; 
He to the other courser’s forehead slij 
‘His wary hand, and thence the bridle stript. 
VOL. I. HE 
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LXXXVIL 
The Saracen assays with all his might 
To choke, and the sell his foeman tear. 
‘With cither knee Orlando grasps it tight, 
Nor ean the Tartar more hin, her of thera 
with the knight, 
ue part which hold bse saddle broken ace” 
Searoe conscious of his fall, Orlando lies, 
With fect i the stirrups, tightening yet his thighs. 
LXXXVIIL 
‘As falls a sack of armour, with such sound 
‘ambled Orlando, when he pret tho plan. 
Ys courser, when he found 
His hand delivered hon the’ punting rete 
ieee eae, 
tum! woodland, or by pathway plain, 
Hither au thither, blinded by his 7 
‘nd bore with has the estas cnvalen” 





LXXXIK. 
The beanteous Doralies, who sees her guide 
So git the field — dismayed this velreat, 
Wwonted in his sucvour to confide, 
Her hackney drive blind hin court Set 
rates the charger, in 
Bnd paltcs hes otontinee th bande ta foot 


as if he understood his lore ; 
‘And whsrebed stop the <ourer, chafes him more. 


Not looking to his fet, igh or iow 
beast of craven a with headlong force 
hse ales in Tings had gone, and more would go, 
But that into a fosse which stopt their course, 
Not lind with featherbed or qui below, 
Tumble, revered, ler and his horse. 
On the ‘hard grown 9 was aa ifandioerdo thrown, 
Ser heithes tried hnself ner broke a bone’ 


XCL. 

Here stopt the horse ; but him ho could not guide, 
Left without bit his motions to restrain. 
Primfull of of pe and choler, at his side, 

by the mane. 
Put apon hin Ham pt o cried 
His lady, Doralice) “ my hackney’s rein, 
“ Since for the bridle I have little use ; 
“ For gentle is my palfrey, reined or loose.” 
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xcrl. 
TPE re ra ory the made. 
‘0 e proffer 
But his ther means a rein will be; 
Since Fortune, ‘he his wishes well a) 
‘Made thitherward the false Gabrina 
‘After she young Zerbino had betrayed : 
Who like a she-wolf fed, wh which, as the hies, 
At distance hears the hounds and hunters’ cries. 
She had her back. aa 
upon 1e it gear, 
And the same youthful ornaments and vest, 
Stript from. tha ill-taught-dameel for her jeer, 
That in her spoils, the beldam might be drest, 
And rode the ‘horse that damsel ced whilere ; 
Jyho mas among the choicest and the best. 
Ere yet aware of her, the ancient dame 
oralice and Mandricardo came. 


XCIV. 
Stordilane’s daughter and the Tartar king: 
‘Langh at the vest of youthful show and shape, 
U, that ed or aay, ik ean 
e monkey, rather say, like m8] 
From her the Sarsoen ~ 
The rein, and does the oe Noon the rape 
Of the crone’s bridle, he, with angry 
‘refos tod sare ht Hore ed makes him fy. 


Brad ale by ht Pe ked. 
sy straight and crooked way, 
By fosso and oliff, at hazard, there and here. 
But it imports me a much to say 

er, should leave Anglantes’ 
Who, from of a fe foo released. 
The broken at his ease re-pieced. 


He flies and hurries through th fo forest ost gray 
fear, 


XOvI. 
‘He mounts his horse, and watches Jong, before 

Departing, if the foe will re-ap 
Nor seeing puissant Mandri more, 
‘At last resolves in search of pa 
But, as one nurtured well in courtly 1 

ence departed not the cavs 
Till he with kind salutes, in friendly strain, 
Fair leave had taken of the loving twain. 2 

HH 
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XCVI. 
‘At his departure waxed Zerbino woe, 
‘And Isabella wept for sorrow : they 
Had wended with him, but the count, although 
‘Their company was fair and good, said nay ; 
‘Urging for reason, ‘ Nought so ill could show 
"Tn cavalier, as, when upon his way 
‘To sock his fooman out to take a friend, 
“Who him with arms might snccour or defend.’ 
XCvIII. 
Nort, if they met the Saracen, before 
should encounter him, besought them say, 
‘ That he, Orlando, would for three days more, 
“Waiting him, in that territory stay 
« But, after that, would senk 6 fags which bore 


« The golden lilies a len lilies, and array. 
«That cardo through their means might know, 
‘TE much his plosrare, where £0 find his foo 


The lovers promised ay Dao 
whatever else oshoala command. 
Be different ways the cavaliers withdrew, 


Qne on the right, and one on the lft hand. 

The count, ere other peth he wonld puree, 
Took from the saping, and , his brand. 
‘And, where he weened he 1 might ape best 
Encounter, thitherward 


The course in pathless woods, which, without rein, 
The ’s charger had pursued astray, 
‘Made Roland for two days, with fruitless pain, 
Follow him, without tidings of his way. 
Orlando reached a rill of erystal vein, 
On either bank of which » meadow lay ; 
Which, stained with native hues and rich, he sees, 
Ha dee asl ic so mesg Some 


The mid-day forvour made as shelter sweet 
To hardy herd as well as naked swain; 
So that Orlando, well beneath the heat ; 
Some deal might winco, opprest with plate and chain. 
He entered, for repose, the cool retreat, 
And found it the abode » of grief and pain; 

And placo of sojourn more and fell, 

On that unhappy day, than tongue can tell. 
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cr. 
him round, he there, on many a tree, 
Boel ae ved, upon the woody shore, 
writing of his deity 

Helier, as soon a8 he had marked the lore. 

‘was & place of those described by me, 
fale shopher’s cot had wont 

near 's cot had wont to stray 
The beauteous lady, soversign of Catay. 


In a hundred knots, mia shoes green abodes, 
‘In s hundred paria, their eyphered amos axe dight 
‘Whose many letters are so many goads, 
‘Which Love has in his bleeding heart-oore pight. 
He would discredit in a thousand modes, 
‘Phat which he credits in his own d 
And would parforc au al ck that chind 
Other An, 


«And yot Tow these cherasiers,” he exied, 
“ Of which I have so many read and seen ; 
«By her may this Medoro be belied, 





“ And me, 
Fee on such 
eat truth, did 


n though ill contented, 
Sri ty hd fmentd 


But stirred and aye rekindled it the more 
That he to quench the ill ae wrought, 
fowler’s lore, 


CVI. 

Splay-footed ivy, with its mantling spray, 

"And gedding vine, the cavern’s entry caso: 

‘Where often in the hottest noon of day 

The pair had rested, locked in fond em 

‘Within the grotto, and without it, they 

Had oftener than in any other place 

‘With charcoal or with chalk their names anes pourtayod, 

Or flourished with the knife’s indenting 
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CVII. 
Here from his horse the sorrowing County lit, 
And at the entrance of ‘the grot surveyed 
A cloud of words, which seemed but newly writ, 
‘And which the young Medoro’s hand :had made. 
On the great pleasure he had known in it, 
This sentence he in verses had arrayed ; 
Which in his tongue, I deem, might make pretence 
To polished phrase ; and such in ours the sense. 
VIL. 


Cc - 
g Gay plants, green herbage, rill of limpid vein, 
« And, gratefal with cool shade, thou gloomy cave, 
“Where oft, by many wooed with fratloes pain, 
“ Beauteous Angelica, the child of ave 
«Ki mn, within my arms has Iain ; 
“ For the convenient harbourage you gave, 
“1, poor Medoro, can but in my lays, 
“As recompence, for ever sing your praise. 
any loving lord devoutly 
“ And any lovii levon ray, 
““Damiel and oavalicn, and overy one, 
“Whom choice or forbune hither shall convey, 
“ Stranger or native,—to this orystal ran, 
“Shade, caverned rock, and grass, and plants, to say, 
‘; Bonignant be 7 you she fostering a0 
“And moon, an the choir of ns provide, 
“That never swain hie, flock may Reker guide!” 
ox. 
In Arabic was writ the blessing said, 
Known to Orlando like the Latin tongue, 
», versed in many Dest read 
‘Was in this speech ; which oftentimes from wrong, 
‘And injury, and shame, had saved his head, 
‘What time he roved the Saracens among. 
But let him boast not of its former boot, 
O’erbalanced by the present bitter frnit. 


CxI. 

Three times, and four, and six, the lines imprest 
Upon the stone that wretch perused, in vain 
Seeking another sense than was exprest, 

‘And ever saw the ore clear and plain ; 
‘And all the while, within his troubled breast, 
He felt an icy hand his heart-core strain. 

‘With mind and eyes close fastened on the block, 
At length he stood, not differing from the rook. 
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CXxIL 
‘Then well-nigh lost all feeling ; 10 a 
‘Wholly rm he to that SS ostintering yoo. 
‘This in pang, believe the experienced sty 
foeaks, which doe all res onigo, 





Kor found soe barred each natural vent, 
Moisture for tears, or utterance for lament. 
cxin. 
Stifled within, the impetuous sorrow stays, 
Which woud too icky tne; wo to abide 
‘Water is seen, imprisoned in the vase, 
‘Whose neck is narrow and whose swell is wide ; 
‘What time, when one turns up the inverted base, 
Towards the mouth, so hastes the hurrying tide, 
‘And in the streight encounters such stop, 
Tt scarcely works a passage, drop by drop. 
CXxIv. 
He somewhat to himself returned, i and thought 
‘How possibly the thin, 
‘That some one (80 he onirol, an ‘and sought 
eae aca tas re 
weight of j ny a t 
To whelm Ais reason, as should him undo ; 
And that he, whosoe’er the thing had planned, 
‘Had counterfeited passing well her hand. 
Ooxv. 


Nor far the warior had portved i beat, 
Ere eddying from a roof he saw the smoke; 
Heard noise of dog snd kine, a farm espiod, 
‘And thitherward in quest of lodging hied. 
Languid, he lit, lett is Bragtiador 
an 
os discreet attendant : one one eandrost he 
, one doffed the golden spurs he wore, 

And one bore off, to clean, his iron vest. 

This was the homestead where the young Medore 
Lay wounded, and was here supremely blest. 

do here, with other food unfed, 
Having supt full of sorrow, sought his bed. 
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oxvil. 

The more the wretched sufferer seeks for ease, 
‘He finds but so much more distress and pain ; 
‘Who every where the loathed hand-writing sees, 
On wall, and door, and window : he fain 

juestion his host of this, but holds his peace, 
use, in sooth, he dreads too clear, too plain 
To make the thing, and this would rather ahroud, 
‘That it may less offend him, with a cloud. 
CXVIII. 

Little availed the count his self-deceit ; 
For there was one who spake of it unsought ; 
The shepherd-swain, who to allay the heat, 
With which he saw his guest so troubled, thought : 
The tale which he was wonted to repeat 
—Of the two lovers—to each listener taught, 
‘A history which many loved to hear, 
He now, without reserve, ’gan tell the peer. 

ee ee OXIX. 

“How at ica’s persuasive prayer, 
“Hie fo bis farm hal carried young Mledore, 
‘Grievously wounded with an arrow ; where, 
“Tn little space she healed the angry sore. 
‘But while she exercised this pious care, 
‘Love in her heart the lady wounded more, 
«And kindled from small spark so fierce a fire, 
‘She burnt all over, restless with: desire : 


Cxx, 
“Nor thinking she of mightiest king was born, 
"Who raled in the for goon of her heritage, 
‘ Foreed by too puissant love, had thought no scorn 
‘To bo the consort of a poor foot page. 
—His story done, to them in proof was borne 
‘The gem, which, in reward for harbourage, 
‘To her extended in that kind abode, 
‘Angelica, at parting, had bestowed. 
CXXI. 
A deadly axe was this unhappy close, 
Which, at a single wroke, opt off the head ; 
‘When, satiate with innumerable blows, 
That cruel Love his hate had fed. 
Orlando studied to conceal his woes ; 
And yet the mischief gathered force and spread, 
‘And would break out parforce in tears and sighs, 
‘Would ke, or would he not, from mouth and eyes. 
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we oan give the ve 
‘When he can give the rein to raging woe, 
‘Alone, by other's presence unrepresty ” 
From his full eyes the tears descending flow, 
Ina wide stream, and flood his troubled breast, 


About his weary bed, in search of rest ; 

‘And vainly shifting, harder than a rock 

‘And sharper than a nettle found its flock. 
Amid the pressure of such al pai 

cruel pain, 

Tt past into the wretched sufferer's head, 

That oft the agrateful lady must have lain, 

‘Together with her leman, on that bed : 

Nor less he loathed the couch in his disdain, 

Nor from the down upstarted with less dread, 

‘Than churl, who, when about to close his eyes, 

Springs from the turf, if he a serpent spies. 


CXXIV. 
In him, forthwith, such deadly hatred breed 

‘That bed, that house, that swain, he will not stay 
‘howe twilight oes before approseking day? 

‘light goes before approachi 
Tn haste, Orfando takes his arma and steed 
And to tho despostgresnwood wends his way. 
‘And, when assured that he is there alone, 
Gives utterance to his grief in shriek and groan. 


He paused nor found he peace by meht or day : 
m town, in forest harbouring, 
And in the air on hard earth lay. 

Ho marvelled at himself, how such «/spring 

Of water from his eyes could stream away, 

‘And breath was for 80 many sobs supplied ; 
‘And thus ofttimes, amid his mourning, cried : 


CXXVI. 
“ These are no longer real tears which rise, 
“ And which I scatter from so fall's vein. 
“ Of tears my ceaseless sorrow lacked supplies ; 
“They stopt when to mid-height scarce rose my pain. 
“The vital moisture rushing to my eyes, 
“ Driven by the fire within me, now would gain 
“A vent; and it is this which I expend, 
“ ‘And which my sorrows and my life will end. 
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CXXVIL 
“No; these, which are the index of my woes, 
“These are not sighs, nor sighs are such ; they fail 
“ ‘At times, and have their season of repose: 
“T feel, my breast can never less exhale 
“Its sorrow : Love, who with his pinions blows 
«Tho fire about my heart, creates this gale. 
“Love, by what miracle dost thou contrive, 
“Tt wastes not in the fire thou keep’st alive P 
CXXVIIL 
“Tam not—am not what I seem to sight : 
“What Roland was is dead and under ground, 
“ Slain by that most ungrateful lady's spite,, 
“ Whose faithlessness inflicted such a wound. 
“Divided from the fleshy T am his sprite, : 
“Which in this hell, tormented, walks its round, 
“To be, but in its shadow left above, 
A warning to all such as trust in love.” 


CXXIX. 
All night about the forest roved the count, 

‘And, at the break of daily light, was brought 

By his unhappy fortune to the fount, 

ere his inscription young Medoro wrought. 

‘To see his wrongs inscribed upon that mount, 

Inflamed his fury eo, in him was nought 

Bat turned to hatred, frenzy, rage, and spit 

Nor paused he more, but bared his faulchion bright ; 


So scathed, that they to shepherd or to flock 
Thenceforth shall never furnish shade or bed. 
And that sweet fountain, late so clear and pure, 
From such tempestuous wrath was ill secure. 


OXXXL 
For he turf, stone, and trunk, and shoot, and lop 
Cast without cease into the beauteous source ; 
Till, tarbid from the bottom to the top, 
Never again was clear the troubled course. 
At le for lack of breath, compelled to stop, 
{When he ia bathed in ewe, and wasted fore, 
‘not his fury more) he falls, and lies 
‘Upon the mead, and, gazing upward, sighs. 
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CxXxxi. 


CXXXIi. 
Here was his helmet, there his shield bestowed ; 
‘His arms far off, and, farther than the rest, 
‘His cuirass ; through the greenwood wide was strowed 
‘All his good gear, in fine; and next his vest 
He rent; and, in his fury, naked showed 
His shaggy penne, and all his back and breast. 
frenzy act, s0 , 
Of stranger folly never thal be eid. 


8o fierce his fierce his fy 
jerce his rage, so fierce we, 

‘That all obscured remained the Trarrior’s sprite ; 
Nor, for forgetfulness, his sword he drew, 
Or wonderous deeds, I trow, had wrought the knight: 
But neither this, nor bill, nor axe to hew, 
‘Was needed by Orlando’s poorless might. 
He of his prowess gave high proofs and full, 
‘Who's tall pine uprooted at a pull. 

CXXXv. 

He many others, with as little let 
‘As fennel, wall-wort-stem, or dill, up-tore 5 
‘And ilex, knotted oak, and fir upset, 
And beech, and mountain ash, and elm-tree hoar. 
He did what fowler, ere he spreads his net, 
Does, to the champaigne for his lore, 
By stubble, rush, and nettle-stalk ; and broke, 
Like these, old sturdy trees and stems of oak. 

‘The shepherd g. Tox tho tumult 

swains, who hear t! i 

Leaving their flocks beneath the et ec, 
Some here, some there, across the forest hie, 
And hurry thither, all, the cause to see. 
—But I have reached such point, my history, 
If I o’erpass this bound, may irksome be ; 
‘And I my story will delay to end. 
Rather by my tediousness offend. 


CANTO XXIV. 


Anouwerr. 

Odorico’s and Gabrina’s guilt repaid, 
Youthful Zerbino sets at large the train : 
He in defence of good Orlando's blade, 
Ja afterwards by Mandricardo slain, 
Trabel weeps ; by Rodomont is made 
War on the Tartar king, and truce again, 
To succour Agramant and his array ; 
Who to the lilies are well-nigh a prey. 


L 
Ler him make haste his feet to disengage, 
Nor lime his wings, whom Love has made a prize 5 
For love, in fine, is nought but frenzied rage, 
By universal suffrage of the wise: 
And albeit some may show themselves more sage 
Than they but ein in other ise. 
For, what proves folly more than on this shelf, 
Thus, for another, to destroy oneself P 


I. 
Various are love's effects ; but from one source 


In sum, to you I, for conclusion, say ; 
He who grows old in love, besides all pain 
‘Which waits such passion, well deserves a chain. 


I. 
One here msy well ich me ; “‘ Brother, thou 
“ Seest not thy faults, while thou dost others fit.” 
—T answer, that, “I sce mine plain enow, 
“Tn this my lucid interval of wit 
“ And strive and hope withal I shall fore; 
«This dance of folly ; but yet cannot quit, 
“ As quickly as I would, the faults I own; 
«For my disease has reached the very bone.” 
Iv. 
T in the other canto said before, 
Orlando, furious and insensate wight, 
Having torn off the arms and vest he wore, 
And cast away from him his faulchion bright, 
‘And up-torn trees, and made the forest hoar 
‘And hollow cave resound, and rocky height, 
‘Towards the noise some shepherds, on that side, 
Their heavy sins or evil planeta guide. 
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v. 
Viewing the madman’s wonderous feats more near, 
ighted band of rustics turned and fled ; 

But they, in their disorder, knew not where, 

‘As happens oftentimes in sudden dread. 

‘The madman in a thought is in their rear, 

Beizes a shepherd, and plucks off his head ! 

‘And this as easily as one might take 

‘Apple from tree, or blossom from the brake. 


VL 

He by one leg the heavy trunk in air 

Tom ‘and made'a mace the rest to bray. 
ded, upon earth he stretched one pair, 

‘Who haply may awake at the last day. 

The rest, who well advised and nimble are, 

At once desert the field and scour aay : 

Nor had the madman their pursuit deferred, 

Had he not turned already on their herd. 

vil. 

By such examples warned, tho rustic crew 
‘Abandoned in the fields pick, scythe, and plough, 
And to the roof of house and temple flew, 

(For ill secure was elm or willow’s bough,) 

From hence the maniac’s horrid rage they view ; 
Who, dealing kick, and bite, and scratch, and blow 
Horses and oren slew, his helpless prey 

‘And well the courser ran who 'sca] t day. 


vil. 

Already might‘st thou hear how loudly ring 

The hubbub and the din, from neighbouring farms, 

Outery and horn, and rustio trumpeting ; 

‘And faster sound of bells ; with various arms, 

By thousands, with spontoon, bow, spit, and sling, 

Lo! from the hills the rough militia swarms. 

‘As many peasants from the vale below, 

‘To make rude war upon the madman go, 


mx 

‘As beata the wave upon the sait-sea shore, 
Sportive at first, which southern wind has stirred, 
‘When the next, bigger than what went before, 
‘And bigger than the second, breaks the third ; 
‘And the vext water waxes evermore, 
And louder onthe beach the rust i heard 

crowd, increasing 80, count assail, 
‘And drop from mountain and ascend from dale. 
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x. 
‘Twice he ten peasants slaughtered in his mood, 
‘Who, charging him in disarray, were sla ; 
‘And this experiment right clearly showed 
To stand aloof was safest for the train. 
‘Was none who from his body could draw blood ; 
For iron smote the impassive skin in vain, 
So had heaven's King preserved the count from scathe, 
To make him guardian of his holy faith. 


XL 
H¢ would have boon in perl on that day, | 
Had he been made of vulnerable mould ; 
‘And might have learned what ‘twas to cast away 
His sword, and, weaponless, so play the bold. 
The rustic troop retreated from the fray, 
Seeing no stroke upon tho madman told. 
Since him no other enemy attends, 
Orlando to a neighbouring township wends. 
XI. 
Since every one had left the place for dread, 
No wight he found within i, emall or great : 
But here was homely food in plenty spread, 
Victual, well sorting with the pastoral state. 
Here, acorns undistinguishing from breed, 1 
By tedious fast and fury driven to sate 
His bunger, ho employed his hand and jaw 
‘On what he first discovered, opoked or raw. 


xin. 
Thence, repossest with the desire to rove, 
He, through the land, did man and beast pursue ; 
And scouring, in his frenzy, wood and 1, 





strove, 
And with his naked hand the brutes o'erthrew ; 
‘And gorging oftentimes the savage fare, 

Swallowed the prey with all ite skin and hair. 


XIV. 

Now right, now left, he wandered, far and wide, 
‘Throughout all France, and reached a bridge one day ; 
Bonoath which ran an ample water's tide, 

Of stecp and broken banks ; a turret grey 

‘Was builded by the spacious river's side, 
Discerned, from far and near, and every way. 
‘What here he did I shall relate elsewhere, 

Who first must make the Scottish prince my care. 
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Xv. 

‘When Roland had departed on his quest; 
Zerbino pausod some deal ; then, in his rea, 
Slowly his steed by the same path addrest, 

‘ich had been taken by Anglantes’ peer ; 
Nor bwo miles on his way, I think, had prest, 
‘When he beheld a captive cavalier, 

Upon a sorry, little, hackney tied, 
And by armed horseman watched on either side. 
xXvVL 

Zerbino speedily the prisoner knew, 
"And Isabel, a6 soon; whon nigh surveyed. 
This was Sir Odoric, the Biscayan, who, 
Like wolf, the lian of 8 lamb was made : 
To whom, of all his friends esteemed most true, 
Zerbino Isabella had conveyed ; 
Hoping, one hitherto by him found just, 

‘Would now, as over, have approved hie trust. 


XVII 
Even then how all had chanced, with punctual lore, 
‘Was Isabel relating to the knight ; 
“ How in the pinnace she was saved, before 
“The broken vessel sank at sea outright : 
“Odoric’s assault ; and next, how bandits bore 
‘Her to the cavern, in a mountain dight.’ 
Nor Isabella yet her tale has told, 
‘When bound the malefactor they behold. 
XVIIL, 
The two that had Sir Odoric in their ward, 
‘The royal damsel Isabella knew ; 
‘And deemed he was her lover and her lord, 


‘The honours of the stem from which he grew ; 
‘And found, as better they observed his cheer, 
They had judged rightly of the cavalier. 
xix. 
ighting, with open arms and hurried pece, 
rep nak towards Zerbino eagerly, 

kneeling, with bare head, the prince embrace, 
‘Where lord is clipt by one of fess 
Zerbino, looking either in the face, 
‘Knows one Corebo of Biscay to be, 
‘And Sir Almonio, his co-mate; the pai 
Charged, under Odoric, with the galley’s oare. 
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xx. 

Almonio cried, “ Since God is pleased in the end, 

“ Gramm ! Isabel should be with you; 

“ My lord, I very clearly comprehend 
ould deliver tidings, nothing new, 
“Tf I should now inform you why I wend 
“ With this offender, whom with me you view. 
“ Since she, who at his hands has suffered worst, 
“The story of his crimes will have rehearsed. 





XXL 
“ How me that traitour duped thou hast not to learn, 
“What time he rid himself of me, nor how 
“Corebo, who would have avenged the scorn, 
« Tntended to the damsel, was laid low : 
“But that which followed, upon my return, 
“By her unseen or heard, she cannot know, 
“So as to thee the story to have told; 
“The sequel of it then will I unfold. 


Xxi. 
“I seaward from the city, with a store 
“Of nags, collected in a harry, fare; 
« Aye watchful, if the trace I can explore 
“ OF those left far behind me ; I 
“Thitherward ; I arrive upon the shore, 
«The place where they were left ; look everywhere ; 
« Nor sign of them perceive upon that strand, 
“ Except some steps, new-printed on the sand. 
xX. 
“The steps I traced into the forest drear ; 
“ Nor far within the greenwood had I wound, 
«When, guided by a noise which smote my, ea, 
“T saw my comrade ing on : 
“Of Isabel 1 asked ceding on Broun 
1. Qf doris, and what hand had dealt his wound : 
“ ence departed, when the thing I knew, 
“ Seoking the wretch these precipices through. 


that fled ; 
“At length return to where Corebo lay, 

“Who had the ground about him dyed so red, 
‘That he, had T'made litle more delay, 

“A grave would have required, and, more than bed 
“And succour of the leech, to make him sound, 

“ Craved priest and friar to lay him inthe ground 
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XXv. 
“Thad him to the neighbo bouring ci 
And boarded with a friendly i fo oe 


‘Of King Alphonso of Biscay ; whore I 
«Find on ‘the traitor, and to fight defy. 
E34 


«Ais, vig a me best. 


XXvVIL 
“Him would I neither loose, nor yet have slain, 
“But, as thou seest, in bonds to thee convey : 
««ithat whether he thould be condemned to pain, 
“£0 death it shouldbe thine his doom to sey. 
“ hearing ma wert with King Charl 
«hither, in hope to find thee, took my way. 
“1 thank my God, that theo upon this 
Fee eg Ars vier eerie dara 
me 
“ Ag well I render thanks, that Isabel 
“T gee restored to thee, I know not how, 
“Of whom, by ronson of that trator fll 
“T deemed thou never more should’st tidings know.” 
Ia silence prince Zerbing hears him tll 
His story, guving upon Odi ari’ bro, 


Ip pity, more 
How foully Tania goodly # ‘tone on ends, 


XxIx. 
‘After Almonio had his tle suspended, 
Astoundod for» while the pringo stood by; 
that he who leset should have offended, 
Ra him requited with such treachery : 


sigh, 
Questioned the prisoner in the horsemen’s hold, 
If that was true the cavalier had told. 

Vou. 1. rr 
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The faith! slighted, and down fll 
ithless man: re 
i and answered ; 

“ that on middle earth do dwell, 


“ weakness of their nature, sin and err. 
“One alone distinguishes ithe well 
“ And evil 3 Fs Seed at 


“Of least desire, submits, 
“Dhl ko wel ge 


«Had I boon charged soz sastio to maintain, 
“« And, without contest, on the first assault; 
* Hoiated the banners of the hostile train, 
“ Paed cowardice, or treason, fouler fault— 


ell des 
«Thou mighlet Lave justly closod the darksome vaclt 


“But, ior foree, I read 
« Pokodtd aot ccorlt bine, oe brates dad meed. 
EXXIL 
“'The stronger is the enemy, the more 


T idanly the vanquished ede excused : 
“To wld but faith meintain ae, girded ore, 
fort to Keep hor faith ia used ; 
«Boon at ith all the eons, ath all tho one 
“By sovereign wisdom into me infased, 
«This T essayed to Keep ; but in the end, 
«To o'ermastering assault was foreed to bénd.” 
XXXII. 
Bo said Bir Odorio; and after showed 





nen eetlh 

or no to 

Yout Zerbino doubted: ri 
Of faithless Odorico’s treachery 
‘Moved him to death the felon fo pursue : 
The recollection of the amity 


in his 
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XXXV. 

‘While Scotland’s prince is doubting in such wise 
Ge Keep him captive, or to loose fi chain ; . 
Or to remove him before his eyes, 





hies 
From which the Tartar king hed etvpt the rein 
‘And the old harridan, who had before 
Nigh caused:Zerbino’s death, among them bore. 
XXXVL 

‘The horse, that had the othets of that band 
pierce aan 

we came old we and demanc 
For succour,in her trouble, vainly mado, 
Zerbino, when he saw her, raised his hand 
To heaven, that had to him such grace displayed, 
Giving him to decide that couple's fate ; 
‘The only two that had deserved his hate. 
‘The wicked hag is k his the 

is kept, 80 

‘Gadd bets eemined ha tooo 
He to cut off her nose and either ear 


He diverso punishments awhile coralved, 
‘And thus the warrior finally resolved. 


XXXVIIL 
‘He to his comrades turned him round, and said ; 
“To let the traitor live I am content, 
“Who, if fall grace he has not merited, 
“Yet merita not to be 80 foully shent. 
“T, as I find his fault of Love was bred, 
< Zo give him life and liberty consent 
easily we all excuses own, 
“When on commanding Lave the Bane is thrown 


“Often has Tove tuneup own «bran 


“Of sounder wit than hon aasigned, 
“ And led to mischief of far deeper 
«Than has 60 cnn Let Odors find 


“ OF these should justly suffer, w 

“ Blind when I gave him such a trust, nor saw 

“ How easily the fire consumes the straw.” 2 
Ir 





484 ORLANDO FURIOSO. CANTO XxIV, 


xu 
‘Then gazing upon Odorie, ‘gan say 

«This is the penance L’enoin & thee; 
‘That thou e'year shalt with the beldam stay, 
‘Nor over lesve this while her company ; 

« But, roving or at rest, by night or day, 
“Shalt nover for aa hoar without her be s 
‘And her shall even unto death maintain 

« Against whoever threatens ber with pain. 


xXIL 

“1 will, if so this woman shall command, 

“ With whosoe’er he be, thou battle do. 

“Twill this while that thou all France’s land, 

“From city shalt to city, wander through.” 

So says he: for as Odoric at his hand 

‘Well merits death, for his foul trespass due, 

This is a pitfall for his feet to shape, 

‘Which it will be rare fortune if he “scape. 


So many women, many men betray 
‘And wronged by her, have been so many more, 
Not without strife by knight shall Ae be stayed, 
‘Who has beneath his care the beldam hoar. 
So, for their crimes, shall both alike be paid ; 
‘She for her evil actions done before, 
And he who wrongfully shall her defend ; 
Nor far can go before he finds an end. 

xLU1. 

To keep the pact Zerbino makes him swear 
‘A mighty oath, under this penalty, 
That should he break his faith, and anywhere 
Into his presence led by fortune be, 
Without more mercy, without time for prayer, 
A cruel death shall wait him, as his fee. 
Next by his comrades (s0 their lord commands) 
Sir Odoric is unpinioned from his bands. 


XLIv. 
Corebo frees the traitor in the end, 
Almonio yielding, yet as ill content : 
For much Zerbino's mercies both offend, 
‘Which thus their so desired revenge prevent. 
‘Thonoe, he disloyal to his prince and friend, 
In company with that curst woman went. 
‘What thess befel Sir Turpin has not said, 
But more I once in other author read. 
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XLV. 
This suthor vouches (I declare not who) 
‘That hence they had not ong day Joumer wended, 
true, 


ighboorng ol suspended ; 
And ina (the he does not name) 
‘ Almonio by the traitor did the same.’ 

the P, XLVI. 
Zerbino, who aladin pursues, 
And loath would be to lose the cavalier, 
To his Scottish squadron of himself sends news, 
‘Which for ite captain well might stand in far 
Almonio sends, and many matters shews, 
Too long at full to be recited here ; 
Almonio sends, Corebo next ; nor stayed 
Other with him, besides the royal maid. 

XLVI. 

So mighty is the love Zerbino bore, 
Nor less than his the love which Isabel 


‘He longed to know if that bold infidel 
‘The Count had found, who in the duel tore 
Him from his horse, together with the sell, 
That he to Charles’s camp till th third day 
ended, will not measure back his way. 


XLVI. 
This was the term for which Orlando said 
‘He should wait Aim, m, Who Yet no fenlchion wears; 
Nor is there place the Count has visited, 
But thither in his search Zerbino fares. 
Laut to those trees, ‘upon whose bark was read 
lady’s writing, he repairs, 
Lite Wee thenaat and finds all 
In strange disorder, rock and water-fall. 


XLIx. 

Far off, he saw that Igy 
“Lod spol Orlane eceraiot on ake 
da next his helm bot not that headpiece gay 

African Almontes crowned : 
Ho i ticket hard conor ne 

yy at soun 
Saw Bi Brel the 2 green herbage browze, 
‘With rein yet hanging at bis ‘bows. 
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For Dundas, bo ugh the gremvon, round, 

‘Which separate from the scabbard met his view ; 
And next the surcost, but in tatters, found ; 
‘That, in a hundred rae, fhe chara atrew. 


fev eene Aa Se per 
-on, nor what to 3 
The fary which the st Ca 

The? fary which the Count misguides. 


‘Had but the lovers seen a of blood, 
They might have well sien Orlando dead : 


He deen tke netci'e fay how he shed 
His arms about the forest, tore his clothes, 
Slew hinds, and caused a thousand other woes. 


Li. 
Questioned by good Zerbino, him the swain 
Of all which there had chanced, informed aright. 
Zerbino marvellod, and believed with pain, 
ie proofs were clear as it might, 
ep a 
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If she had been in that enchanted hold, 
Greadeling with Brolannant, Nogur’ bold 
lering wit ; 
Gradasso 


‘With the loud bugle, horrible to hear, 
"To Paris he returned ; but nought of this 
‘As yet was known to faithful Flordelice. 

LVI. 
‘To Flordelice were-known the arms and sword 


Who, as Tsay,'by chance ao joined the twain), 
indo, left without bis ord, 


‘Who had alike related, Sow viewed. 
Orlando running frantic, in his mood. 


LVIL 
Here ‘ince Zerbing all the arms unites, 


As he Pond say, ‘Let none this oon move, 
‘Who cannot with its lord his prowess prove !” 
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Lx. 

“Take it not thence,” to him Zerbino cried, 
“Nor think to make it thine without a fight: 
“Tf 50 thou tookest Hector’s arms of pride, 
* By theft thou hadst them, rather than by right.” 
‘Without more parley spurred upon each side, 
‘Well matched in soul and valour, either knight. 
Already echoed are a thousand blows ; 
Nor yet well entered are the encountering foes. 


LXL 
In scaping Durindane, a flame in show 
(He shifts 80 quickly) is the Scottish lord. 
leaps sbout his courser like a doe, 
‘Where'er the road best footing does afford. 
And well it is that he should not forego 
‘An inch of vantage ; who, if once that sword 
Smite him, will join the enamoured ghosts, which rove 
Amid the mazes of the myrtle grove. 
LXm. 
‘As the swift-footed dog, who does espy 
‘Swine severed from his fellows, hunts him hard, 
‘And circles round about ; but he lies by 
Beers ee 
jo, while the sw. ends, or on 
Zerbino ntanioyattoutre How to wand, 
‘How to save life and honour from surprise ; 
‘And keeps a wary eye, and smites and flies. 


Lx. 
On the other side, where'er the foe is seen 

To threaten stroke in vain, or make it good, 

He seems an Alpine wind, two hills between, 
‘That in the month of March shakes leafy wood ; 
‘Which to the ground now bends the forest green, 
Now whirls the broken boughs, at random strewed. 
Although the prince wards many, in the end 

One mighty stroke he cannot scape or fend. 


And to the saddle-bow, cuirass, went. 
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Xv. 
And, but that somewhat short the blow descends, 
It would Zerbino like a cane divide ; 
But him so little in the quick offends, 
‘This scarce beyond the skin is scarified. 
More than a in le the wound extends ; 
Of little : of blood a tepid tide 
To his feet descending, with a crimeon line, 
Stains the bright arms which on the warrior shine, 


LXVI. 

"Tis s0, I sometimes have been wont to view 

A hand, more white than alabaster, 

The silver cloth, with ribbon red of hue; 

A hand I often feel divide my heart. 

Here patie young Zerbino drew = 
ater daring, anc art; 

For in the temper of his arms and might, 

Too much the Tartar king excelled the knight. 
LXxvai. 

The fearful stroke was mightier in show, 
Than in effect, by which the Prince was prest ; 
So that poor Isabel, distraught with woe, 
Felt her heart severed in her frozen breast. 
The Scottish prince, all over in a glow, 
‘With anger and resentment was possest, 
And put all his strength in either hand, 
Smote full the Tartar’s helmet with his brand. 

LXvut. 

Almost on his steed’s neck the Tartar fell, 
Bent by the Weighty blow Zerbino 5 
And, the helmet been unfenced spell, 
‘The biting faulchion would have cleft his head. 
‘The king, without delay, avenged him well, 
“Nor I for you till other season,” said, 
“ Will keep this gift ;” and levelled at his crest, 
Hoping to part ino to the chest. 

Zexbino, on the watch, whose oa 

ino, on the watch, whose 

Waite on his wit, wheels quiclly to the right 5 
But not withal so quickly, as to fly 
‘The trenchant sword, which smote the shield outright, 
‘And cleft from top to equally ; 
Shearing the sleeve beneath it, and the knight 
Smote on his arm; and next the harness rended, 
And even to the champion’s thigh descended. 


Hl 
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Lxx. 
Zerbino, here and there, seeks every way 
‘By which to wound, nor yet his end ol 
‘or, while he smites upon that armour my. 
Not even a feeble dint the coat retains. 
On the other hand, the Tartar in the fray 
Such vantage o'er the Scottish prince obtains, 
‘Him he has wounded in seven parte or eight, 
And reft his shield and half his helmet’s plate. 
LXX1. 
He ever wastes his blood ; his energies 
Fy ch he feels it not, as °t would appear ; 
the vigorous heart new force supplies 
To the weak ak body of the Teen 
whose crimson dyes 
Eb wy. ee ann Mt cate ae near, 
And for the love of Heaven, the damsel wooed 
To atop that evil and disastrous feud. 





LXxm. 
Doralice, who as courteous was as fair, 
‘And i iemred wi how it would end, 
pan aely gentea sod pete end hr hin 
And st ft ota : 
As well erin, by : 


kad i ahare sho willed, the Beottck lord, 
Left unachieved the adventure of the sword. 


LXXxIil. 

Fair Flordelice, who ill maintained descries 
‘The goodly sword of the unhappy count, 
Pareret mriovee, a laments the Prise 

weeps for emites her front :' 

She would move mast to this emprize ; 
And, should she find him, and the fact recount, 
‘Weens, for short season will the Tartar foe 
‘Exulting in the ravished fanlshion go. 


him and bat i 
morn.and ev. in vain, 
titer Braninart aid fare; 
ree) widely wandered from him, ho again 
Already had to Paris made 

So far the damsel pricked by lain, 
Bho ntacked the pees ees tren obere 

She saw the wretched count ; but what befel 
The Scottish prince, Zerbino, let me tell. 
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LXXv. 
Fer to leave Durindana such misdeed 


Ee feels that Tito is is sthing to veins. 


LXXxvi. 
For weakness can the prince no further hie, 
And so beside a fount is forced to stay: 
‘Him to assist the pitying maid would’ try, 
But knows not what to do, nor what to say. 
For lack of comfort she beholds him die ; 
Since every city is too far away, 
‘Where in this need she could resort to leech, 
Whose suocour she might purchase or beseech. 
She, blaming F mud the cruel ky, 
18, fortune, an sky, 
Can only utter fond complaints and vain. 
“Why bank T not in ocean,” (was her ery,) 
“When first I reared mo sail upon the main P” 
Zerbino, who on her his 8 
fixt, as she bemoaned her, felt more pain 
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‘Than that enduring and strong anguish bred, 
Through which the suffering yout well-nigh dead. 


LXXVUL 
Bo be thou pleased, my heart,” (Zerbino eried,) 
“To love me yet, when T am dead and gone, 
“As to odin ‘thee withou le, 


an vontone an ly 
“Would die, sinoe I should die upon thy breast. 
LXxrx. 
“ But since to abandon thee, to whom a prize 
“T know not, my sad fate compels, I owes, 
bal My Isabella, by that mouth, those ey: 

“ By what enchained me rst, that lovely hair; 
sd irit, troubled and despsiring, hies 
“Into hell’s deep and gloomy: bottara; where 
“To think, thou wert Soandoned so by me, 

“ Of all its woes the heaviest pain will be.”* 
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At this the sorrowing Isabel, declining 
Her mournful face, which with her tears o'erflows, 
‘Towards the sufferer, and her mouth conjoining 
To her Zerbino’s languid as rose 

‘Rose gathered out of season, and which, pining 
Fades where it on the shadowy hedgerow 
Exolaims, “ Without me think not 80, my 
“On this your last, long journey to 
LXXXxL 


“OF this, my my heart, conceive not any fear, 


“ For I will follow thee to heaven or alls 
«Tt fits us sols together gu uit this 
« Together go, for eyo t together dv 


“ No sooner closed thine eyelids shall a] 

oe hee oe Satna grief will quell, 

“Or, has it not such power, I here protest, 

“J with this sword to-day will pierce my breast. 


LXxxwi. 
“1 of our bodies cherish hope not light, 
“ “That Tease shall have a happier fate when dead : 
Together to entomb them, may some wight, 
“ “diay by pity moved, be hither led.”” 
6 poor remnants of his vital sprite 
Went on collecting, as these words she said ; 
‘And while yet aught remains, with mournfal lips, 
The last faint breath of life devoutly sips. 


LXXXII. 
"Twas here his feeble voice Zerbino manned, 


“My deity, I beg and pray 
“ar love wie hen father’s yee 
guitedt for my sao; rand 


<n any thing comm rao 
. “That, with spear, thou live-out thy day ; 
“Nor ever banish from thy memo 

“That, well as man can love, have loved thee. 


LXXxXxiv. 

haply will provide theo with good aid, 
cae thee each churlish I fear ; 
“As, when in the dark cavern thou wast stayed, 
“He sent, to rescue thee, Anglante’s peer ; 
“Bo he (gremmerey!) succoured thee dismayed 
“At sea, and from the wicked Biscayneer. 

“And, i thou must choose death, in place of worse, 

‘Then only choose it as a lesser curse.” 
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Lxxx 

T think not these last words of Scotland's knight 
‘Were so exprest, that he was understood : 
With these, hese, he finished, Like a feeble light, 
Which needs of wax, or other food. 
—Who is there, ‘has power to tell aright 
ha gentle Tabet doh P 

‘When stiff, her loved Zerbino, with face, 


And cold as ice, remained in her em! 
LXXXvIi. 
On the corse, in sorrow drowned, 
ws herself, in her 


ea tte to loud thet weed and siete resound 
For manglnfes about nos dose aby spare 
‘Boson of hos; but sil, with eae ound, 
pepe Sng locks of sellon ee 
curlii o n grain, 
Aye calling on tho walk loved south in vem, 


teri eh an ml 
with sucl ), BU [> Wes 
‘That, in her trengport, aho Zerbino's gla 
Wren eat have turned againat her 
command her lover gave ; 
But tt e hewn fom bis negiibcnniag 


Placing, from ancient Testament and new, 
‘Women, as in a mirror, for her view. 


LXxXxix. 

The holy man next made the damsel see, 
‘That save in God there was no true content, 
Flog ol little rns and wi quickly spent 

And urged withal so earnestly his pleat 

He chany Ter ood obetinate ten 

And her, for the rest of life, desire 

To live devoted to her heavenly sire. 
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Not that she would her mig] oy lore forbear, 
For her dead voor get relies slight 5 
‘These, did she halt or journey, every w 
Woul Tasbel ave with her, da a 
The hermit Sherer seonding er care, 


(Gaveined many ‘day th that waste, 
‘The cautious elder would not bear awn: 


Wisely would eoat toy pradenoe betes age. 
Xcr. 
He thought to bear her to Provence, where, near 
The city of Marseilles, » borough stood, 


Or lade re ‘tol eaeriood ‘re 


stowed his Rina ch of wood 
Made in a town by the way-side, and which 
Was long and roomy, and well closed with pitch. 
8o, mighty AO they fare 
compan a round, 
h wildest parts, for many and many a day 5 
Boosts the pur oriending ov 
They seek to hide themselves as wre they may 
At length a cavalier arresta the pair, 
At lng cero rents Ch Pais way 
Of ‘whom you more in fitting time shall learn, 
But to the Tartar king I now retarn. 
XCIV. 
After the fight between the two® was done, 
‘Already told by me, the king withdrew 
To a cooling shade and river from the sun, 
His horse’s reins and saddle to undo ; 
Totting the courgr at his plearare ran, 
Browsing the tender grass the 
But he reposed short time ere erireried 
An errant knight descend the mountain's side, 
* Mandricardo and Redeswat. 


Lerkive 
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XCV. 
Him Doralice, as soon ss he his front 
Uplifted, knew; and showed him to her knight : 
Saying ; “Behold! the haughty Rodomont, 
“Unless the distance has deceived my sight. 
“To combat with thee, he descends the mount: 
“Now. it behoves thee put forth all thy might. 
“To lose me, his betrothed, a mighty cross 
“The monarch deems, and comes to venge his loss.” 


Xcvi. 
As 8 good hawk, who duck or woodcock shy, 
Partridge or igen, or such other prey, 
Seeing towards her from a distance fly’ 
‘Raises her head, and shows her blithe and gay ; 
So Mandricardo, in security 
OF crushing Rodomont in that affay, 
Gladly his courser seized, bestrode the seat, 
Beined him, and in the stirrups fixt his feet. 
XCVIL. 
‘When the two hostile warriors were 80 near, 
That words could be exchanged between the twain, 
Loudly began the monarch of Argiér 
To threat with head and hand, in haughty strain, 
«That to repentance he will bring the peer 
‘Who lightly for a pleasure, rash and vain, 
“Had scrupled not his anger to excite 
“Who dearly will the offered scorn requite.” 
XCVIII. 
‘When Mandricardo : “He but vainly tries 
“To fright, who threatens me—by words unscared. 
“Woman, or child, or him he terrifies, 
“ Witless of warfare; not me, who regard 
bad with more delight than rest, which others prize, 
«The stirring battle ; and who am prepared 
“ My foeman in the lists or field to meet ; 
“ Armed or unarmed, on horse or on my feet.” 
Xcrx, 
pass to outrage, shout, and ire, unsheath 
brand ; and loudly smites each cruel foe ; 
Like winds, which scarce at first appear to breathe, 
Next shake the oak and ash:tree as they blow; 
‘Then to the skies upwhirl the dusty wreath, 
‘Then level forests, and lay houses fow, 
And bear the storm abroad, o’er land and main, 
By which the flocks in greenwood-holt are slain. 
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c. 
Of those two infidels, unmatched in worth, 
The valiant heart and fizength, which thus exceed,. 
To such a warfare and such lowe give birth, 
As suits with warriors of so bold a seed. 
At the loud sound and horrid, trembles earth, 
‘When the swords cross ; and to the stroke succeed 


yaick 8} or rather, ing to the aky, 
Bagh Hae by esd oe aes ay. 


Without once breath, without 
The wc uring a elles; 
Striving, now here, now there, with h deedly blows, 
To rive the plate, or penetrate the mail. 





Nor this one gains ortho other foregoes 5 
But, as if by fosse or 
Or, 28 too dearly so deem an inch, 


Ne'er from their close an = 


Mia thousand blows, 20, with two-handed swing, 
On his fo aod aoe the Tartar aah 


Ho made him see, revolving in a ring, 
Myriade of fiery balls and sparks Tight 
‘The croupe, with head reversed, the Sarzan king 


Now smote, as if deprived of all his might, 
‘Tho straps lost; and in her sight, 60 
Beloved, ap} ma to aut ‘the sell. 


Buta stl arbalest that's ded ae . 
ow much 18 er 
By lovoror by arase, th so meh meee 


returns, its ancient, bent regained, 
‘And, in ite destructive store, 
Inftids wore ei than felt rarained 


tiraight with double fore the sizoko repaid 


CIV. © 

Rodomont smites, and in the very place 
‘Where Ae was smit, the Tartar in return ; 
But cannot wound the Sarzan in the face, 
Because his Trojan arms the weapon turn ; 
Yet so astounds, he leaves him not in case, 
If it be morn or evening to discern. . 
Bodomont stopt not, but in fury sped 
A second blow, still aiming at his head. 
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cv. 
King Mandricardo’s courser, who abhorred 
whistling of the steel which round him flew, 
Saved, with sore mischief to himeelf, his lord ; 
Tn that he backed the faulchion to eschew : 
‘Aimed at his master, not at him, the eword 
Smote him across the head, and cleft it through. 
No Trojan helm defends the wretched horse, 
Like Mandricardo, and he diee parforce. 
OVI. 
‘He falls, and Mandrieardo on the plain 
‘No more astound, slides down upon his feet, 
‘And whirls his sword ; to sce his courser alain 
‘He storms all over fired with angry heat. 
‘At him the Sarzan monarch drives amain ; 
‘Who stands as firm as rock which billows beat. 
And so it happened, that the courser good 
Fell in the charge, while fast the footman stood. 


cvit. 
‘The African, who feels his horse give way, 
‘The stirrups quits, and lightly from the sell 
Is freed, and springs on earth : for the assay 
Hence matched anew, stands either infidel. 
‘Worse than before the batile boils, while they 
‘With pride and anger, and with hatred swell, 
About to close; but that, with flowing rein, 
‘A messenger arrives to part the twain. 
CvIII, 
A messenger arrives, that from the Moor, 
‘With many others, news through France conveyed 
“Who word to simplo knight and captain bore, 
“To join the troops, beneath their flags arrayed. 
«For he, the emperor, who the lilies wore, 
¢Sioge to their quartere had already Ind 
«And, save quick succour thither was addrest, 
“Ho read, their army’s scathe was manifest.’ 
: crx. 
‘The Moorish messenger not only knows, 
By ensigns and by vest, the warlike pair, 
But by the circling blades, and furious blows, 
‘With which no other hands could wound the sir ; 
Hence dared not ‘twixt the champions interpose, 
Nor deemed his orders an assurance were 
From such impetuous fary, nor the saw, 
‘Which says embasssdors are safe by law: 
VoL, I. KK 
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cx. 

But to fair Doralioo d, and said, 
‘ Marsilius, ,, and Stordilane, 
‘Within weak works, with scanty troops to aid, 
«Were close beleagmered by the Christian train.” 
‘And, having told his tale, 
‘That this she to the warriors would explain ; 
And would accord the pair, and to their post 
Dispatch, for rescue of the Moorish host 


cxi. 
The lady, with bold heart, ‘twixt either foe 
Threw herself, and exclaimed ; “I you command, 
“By the large love you bear me, a3 I know, 
“That wu to better use reserve the brand ; 
“ And that you instantly in succour go 
“Of our host, menaced by the Christian band ; 
“Which now, besieged within its camp, 
“Buin or speedy succour from its friends.” 


cxil. 

‘The messenger rehearsed, when she had done, 
Fully the peril of the paynim train ; 
OF Ulin, fom tho oon of King Troyane 
‘ ien, the son i 4 
‘The message ended, every grudge foregone, 
"Twas finally resolved befween the twain, 
They should conclude a truce, and till the day 
The Moorish siege was raised, their strife 


CXIIL 
Intending, when from siege their Chivalry 
Shall be relieved—the one and the other knight— 
No longer to remain in company, 
But bandy cruel war with fell dcapite, 
Until determined by their arms shall be 
To whom the royal dame belongs of right. 
And she, between whose hands their troth 
‘They plighted, was security for both * 
CXIv. 
Discorp, at hearing this, impatient grew ; 
‘With any truce or treaty ill content: 
And that such fair agreement should ensue, 
Pzrps, who was present, could as ill consent : 
But Love was there, more puissant than the two, 
Equalled of nono in lofty hardiment 
And launching from his’ his shafts of proof, 
‘With these, made reipx and piscorp stand aloof. 
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CXxyv, 
To keep the truce the rival warriors swore ; 

Since go it pleased her well, who either swayed. 
One of their coursers lacked : for on the moor 
Lifeless King Mandricardo’s had been laid : 
Hence, thr in in good time, came Brigliador, 

river's margin strayed. 
Burkert Poot ay canted 
So, with your licence, shall the tale suspend. 


END OF VOL. IV. OF OLD EDITION. 


NOTES. 


NOTES TO CANTO I. 


1 Bt. ii, L.1—T have used the name by which he is best known in 
French and English legends. He is called Orlando by Arioato, and Roto- 
lando by some of the more ancient romancers, His name and signature 
are said to have been soon in certain charters of Charlemagne. In the 
Latin Chronicles of the middle ages he is called Rutlandus and Ruitlandus, 


2 Bt. iii. 1. 1—The Cardinal Ippolito d’Este, son of Eroole d’Este, 


Duke of Ferrara, 

2 St. ‘This Rogero, Ruggiero in the original, is supposed to 
be Ririeri of Risa, whose name is changed according to the customary trans- 
mutation of Venetian letters into their’ equivalents, aa s into . He, 
however, is said to have flourished before the time of Charlemagne, and 
tonave died childless. ‘The supposed descent of the family of ‘ite’ from 
Rizieri, and their pretensions to be of the blood of Charlemagne, for 
Bradamant was the niece of that emperor, made Ariosto adopt Rogero as 
the real hero of his poem. 

© St. v. 1 1.—Angelica, daughter of Galaphron, king of Cathay, the 
capital of which was Albracea, 8 7 

Bt. vill. 1.—Rinaldo, cousin to Orlando, is known by different 
names, on Renaud and Aronnd, Ho was eldest son of Amone, in Italian, 
‘Aymon, in French, of Monte Albeno, or Mont Auban. 

* St, xi. L 4.—In the foot-race. Dante uses the same comparison in 
his Inferno, canto xv., the concluding lines. 

“With that he turned, and seemed as one of those 
‘Who race upon Verona’s spacious plain 
For the green cloth ; nor seemed of them who lose, 
But he who the disputed prize will gain. 

17 Bt, xi L 5.—Imitated from Virgil, Zn. IT. 1. 379, : 

® St. xiv. 1. 1.—He was also called Ferraute and Ferracuto. He is seid 
to have been slain by Orlando, who wounded bim in the navel, the only 
vulnerable part about him 

# St. xxvii. 1. 2.—The continuation of an old story, for which sce the 
Orlendo Tnnamorato of Boiurdo, Argalia was brother to Angelics, 

4 8t, xxx. L 7.—Almonte in the text, called by others Aimonte, For 
the rest, these stories, though “half told,” develope themselves in the 








, conrse of the poem. 





watt St Mil 1 1—Tranelated, and with little variation, fom  Catallan's 
eautiful comparison, in his epithalamium on Manlius and Julia, 
Lamb's translation int Boles edition, p. 228.) man Gee 


NOTES TO CANTO If. 501 


13 St. alv. 1. 3.—Sacripant, who is one of Boiardo’s dramatis persona, 
figures more especially in the warfare, . 
“When Agrican, with all his northern powers, 

Besieged Albracea, as romances tell, 

‘The city of Galaphron; from thence to win 

The fairest of her sex, Angelica, 

His daughter, sought by many prowest knights, 

Both paynim and the peers of Enaiemages.” 

Pan, Recarnup, 

13 St. Ixy. 1. 6.—An Italian commentator writes more than a page to 
prove that Ariosto must have meant i pino grandissimo, that is, the stone- 
pine, or pinus pines of Linneous, with a top like an umbrella; but has 
‘Omitted the best reason for supposing so; to wit, that it is the only pine 
common in Italy. 

1 St, Lxx. 1. 8.—Bradamant is also a character in the Jnnamorato, and 
her story, which forms one of the prettiest episodes in the work, is after- 
wards taken up where it was dropped by Boiardo, 

1 St. Lxxiii, 1, 3.—Bayardo, the famous steed of Rinaldo, is said to 
have been found by Malagigi, the wizard knight, and cousin to Rinaldo, 
in a grotto, together with a suit of arms and the eword Fusberta, under 
the watch of a dragon, whom he charmed. Having obtained the prize, he 
bestowed it upon Rinaldo, 

16 St. lxxv. L. 6.—Angelica, then in love with Rinaldo, through the in- 
fluence of the fountain of Love, and into whose hands Bayardo fell at 
‘Albraoca, took care of him, and afterwards returned him to his master, who 
‘was among her enemies, he being then under the influence of the Fountain 
of Hate, as is seen in the text. 

One source of love and one of burning hate, 
‘The idea of these two fountains is perhaps taken from Claudian’s picture of 
the gardens of Venus (De Nupt, Honor, et Mar. L 69. 
Two fountains glitter to the solar beam ; 
‘This spouts a sweet, and that a bitter stream ; 
‘Where Cupid dips his darts, as poets dream, 

The idea of miraculous fountains, (originating probably in the physical 
effects of some waters,) sect have been a favourite classical fiction, as 
exemplified in the two springs in Bootia, of which one was suj to 
inerease, and the other to take aay, the memory. The belief in these was 

extended to a later period; as we 
other wonders, a fountain of youth. 
idea of Claudian's two fountains 


other of gold; of which the golden one was supposed to instil love, and 
the lonled ha, ® " , 
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1 St jn. 1, 2-—Such aeeustios are frequent in the Iyamorato, and 
seem, aa well as the adventure in the Fata Morgana’s garden, where Bi- 
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naldo’s rapacious conduct is contrasted with the disinterostodness of Orlando, 
_ to justify Sancho in stigmatizing the son of Aymon and his followers as 
greater thieves than Cacus.” In fact, de Montauban, or Binsldo 
ai Mont’ Albano, appears to have been the governor of a fortress on the 
Spanish frontier, aud wan probably distinguished by what may be con- 
idered as the most characteristic attribute of a borderer. 
* St. x. | 6.—Fasberta is the name of Rinaldo’s sword. 


NOTES TO CANTO III. 


18t. x. IL 1 and 2.—The story of Merlin is so familiar that it stands in 
no nowd of comment, and itis wareely necesary to add, thatthe account 
ven here of his death does not vary from the ancient romancers’ re- 
Fitions, exoept in that Ariosto bas changed the scene from Britain, the 
originsl seat of all sorcery and chivalry, to France. 
sant tril L 1-—The beginning of thin pedigree i, of course, purely 
i 





38t. xxi, 1. 6.—A five-sided instrument, as the name imports, con- 
structed with some mystical reference to the five senses, and considered as 
the best defence against demons in the act of conjuration;-&o. It is 
termed signum Salamonis by the cabalists, (the Solomon's seal of which we 
hear so many wonders in Eastern tales,) and is still relied upon for its 
wwers by the ignorant in Italy, and, probably, elsewhere: though in 
land it is only known through books. 
~ © Bt xxiv, L 8—This Risiorl, whom Ariosto calls Ruggiero, died 
without son, 

5 8t. xxv. 1. 1.—Pope Adrian called in Pepin to hia assistance against 
Desiderius, the last of the Lombard kings, who was expelled from Italy ; 
and it is for supposed services in this warfare that Rogero, who lived before 
the time of Charlemagne, is rewarded by that sovereign with the fiefs of 
Calaon and Este, 

St. xxv. L 6.—Uberto, Count of Este and Commacchio, 

1 8t, xxvi. . 1.—Alberto defeated the Emperor Berengarius the first, who 
had taken Milan. Hugh, spoken of an bearing the afterwards 
the aymbol of the duchy, was the son of Albert, as stated in the text. 

® St. xxri. 1. 6.—The district of Lombardy, in which aresituated Milan, 
Como, Pavia, Lodi, Novara, and Vercelli, the ancient fons of the 
Insubti. Azso the frat succeeded to the government of Milan, but was 
obliged to ly the persecution of Berengarius, and take refage with Otho the 
first Duke of Saxony, taking with him his wife, then big with All . 

* St, xxvi. L 7.—Albertasso is said to have counselled the calling inof 
Otho, mentioned above, to the attack and discomfiture of the third Beren- 
garius and his son, He married Alda, the daughter of Otho. 

3s St. xxvii 1. 8.—Gregory V. having fied from Rome, where he was 
insulted by the citizens, took refuge with the Emperor Otho, whereupon. 
another pope was elected, who, in his turn, retired from this Hugh (Ugo), 
Otho’s general, into the castle of St. Angelo, Hugh replaced Gregory 
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in the papal chair. I cannot, however, explain how he could be said to take 
Otho as well as Gregory out of the hands of the Romans, as Otho was 
besieging the castle of St. Angelo. He may indeed be said to have broken 
up the siege, by removing the cause of it. 

1 St, xxviii, Il 1 and 2—Hugh and Fulke (Ugo and Fuleo) were sons of 
Albertazzo and Aida, to whose duchy of Saxony, which had develved to her 
a the death of her father Otho, Fulke suooeedst) making over his poses 
sions in Italy to his brother Hugh, It is from this sucker that the present 
royal family of England is derived. 

St rx. 1, 2.—Aszo I hed sous Bottoldo and, Altectasno, who 
rae ; in opposition to whom, of Saxony, was 
chosen. A pitched battle was fought, betwoon the rivals, in which Henry 
was driven outof Italy. On the side of Rodolph was Bertoldo, who figures 
ia the text for his services on that occasion. 

3 St ax 1 6.—Rinaldo, son of the fourth Marquis @Ests, fought 
against the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, and Octavian, the antipope, « 
favour of Alexander ITI. i: 

4 St, xxxi. 1. L—This Azzo was elected Podest& of Verona. 

4 St, xxx. L 1.—I have preferred English names, or even French, os 
approaching nearer to our associations, wherever no ridicule attached to 
them. For this reason I have changed Obiao (accented as a dactyl in 
Italian) into its French equivalent. 

16 St. xxii. L 3.—The Lords of Este, siding with the Guelphs, received 
from the church the duchy of Spoleto. 

1 Bt, xxxii, L 7.—By whom Ezzelino, nick-named the son of the devil, 
on account of his monstrous cruelties, was defeated, wounded, and taken. 

18 St, xxziv. 1. 2.—Ferrara,—I need hardly add that the Po was the sup- 
posod scene of Phacton’s catastrophe, the transformation of his sisters into 
Poplars or larches weeping amber, and of Cygnus into a swan. 

W St. xxxv. Il. 1 and 2.—Aldobrandino of Este, and first Marquis of 
Ferrara, obliged Otho IV. to retire into Germany, who had made war on 
Pope Innocent IV. and driven him into the capital for shelter. Aldobran. 
dino being in want of money to carry on the war, borrowed it of the Flo- 
rentines, feaving his brother in pledge. 

% St. xxxvii. I 3 and 4.—This space would, I believe, comprehend the 
old Exarchate of Ravens. 

21 Bt. xxxvii. L 1—Rinaldo, the son of Azzo, who was poisoned at 
Naples, where he was confined by Frederic IL. 

%2 St. xxzviii. last line —Obizzo, natural son of the last Rinaldo, was 
legitimated by Pope Innocent III. with the consent of the emperor, and 
sucoseded to the inheritance of Ferrara, He conquered Modena and 











Reggio. 
# Bt, xxzix. 1. 5.—In a partial crusade, in the time of Charles II. 
King of the two Sicilies, Azzo was made standard-bearer, and, for his ser- 





vices, obtained the daughter of that king in matrimony. 
% St xl. 1. 4.—Nicoolo d’Este, and Alberto .his brother, obtained 
Faenzs, and were sucessful in their enterprises. 


504 NOTES TO CANTO IIT. 


% 8t. ali, 1. 1.—Rovigo, called in Latin Rhodigium. 

% St. xli. 1. 3.—Commacchio, a town in the Ferrarese, situated between 
two branches of the Po; whose inhabitants are said to rejoice in storms, 
because they drive the fish into their marshes, called in the Venetian 
dialect (of which the Ferrarese seems only modification) vali, or valleys 

31 Bt. xlii. 1. 1.—Nicholas being left an infant by his father Alberto's 
death, Azzo d'Este, who had been driven from his country, thought «f 
returning, with the assistance of Tydeus, Count of Conio: but was oppose 

the child’s guardians, who made Nicholas Lord of Ferrara. Ee 
killed Otho III. who had usurped Parma and Reggio—aad 
obtained the grant of thove cities by the consent of the inhabitants, 

3 St. xliv. 1. 1.—Meaning that of the house of Este. 

%98t, alr. 1. 1.—Lionel and Borso were the natural sons, and Hercules 
and Sigismond the legitimate sons of Nicholas; who left’ his legitimats 
children under the protection of Lionel, who, seizing the government, drove 
out the brothers, and reigned in their place. His brother Borso, after the 
death of Lionel, the banished brothers, and educated them aa his 
own childre 

% St, xlvi. Il. 1 and 2.—Hercules succeeded Borso, He would seem to 
have been wounded in a battle at Budrlo, where he was an ally of the 
‘Venetians, against the Romens, and restored the fortune of the day. Bu- 
drio is a town in the territory of Ravenns. Baroo is a place under the 
walls of Ferrara. 

31 St, xlvii. 1. 3 and 4—Hereules fought in the service of Alphonso, 
king of the Catalans, when he, I suppose, fought the single combat 
alluded to in the text. 














. 4.—Alphonso I. the third Duke of Ferrara, and Cardinal 
brother, both patrons of Ariosto. 

$6 St, lii, 11. 6 and 6,—Meaning Rome. 

3% St, liv. | 1.—Alphonso being at variance with the pope and the Ve- 
netiane, the pope obtained from Ferdinand, King of Naples, some Spanish 
troops, who took Bastia, which was retaken under the circumstances stated 
in the text. 

# Bt. lvi, 1. 4.—The Ippolito to whom he dedicates his poem. 

% St. Ivi, last line.—The Maro, celebrated in the same stanza, in whom 
Ariosto might seem to have prefigured himself, is averred by a commentator 
to have been Andrea Marone, a Ferrarese poet of that day, and the con- 
jecture appears strengthened by the honourable mention made of him in 
the last canto of the Furioso. 

2° 8t. Ivii. Il. 7 and 8.—Barks and galleys taken by horse and foot sound 
oddly in an Englishman's ears. The alludes to the following ex- 

loit. The Venetians going up the Po with a fleet against Alphonso, 
inal Ippolito went out of the city with some horse and foot, and 
coming to Wotone, ® oastle near the river, and finding the enemy's galleys 
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unprovided, most of the crews being on shore, he sank four of them, and 
took fifteen, with other smaller craft. 
© St, Ivili, 1. 5.—Hercules the second, fourth duke of Ferrara. 
—Ferrante of Este, natural brother to Alfonso and Ippolito, 

th Giulio, his natural brother, to assassinate the duke; but 
discovered, they were condemned to perpetual imprisonment, 
i rrington tells the following story respecting the origin of 
this plot. “It happened that Ippolito, and one of these brothers, fell in 
love with a courtesan, who, showing less affection to Ippolito, was one 
day very earnestly importuned by him to know what moved her to profer 
his brother before him; she answered, it was his beautiful eyes; upon 
which Ippolito ordered them to be thrust out ; but the youth found means 
to preserve his sight, and) meeting with no rodress, by making his oom- 

aint to the duke, he, and the other brother here mentioned, conspired to 

ill him but, at the time of the execution, their hearts failed them, and 
the plot being discovered, they were kept in perpetual imprisonment.” 

4 Bt, Ixix. 1. 2.—Angelica, daughter of Galaphron of Cathay. For 

this and other thefts of Brunello, seo Boiardo's Orlando Innamorato, 
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* Bt. v. 1. 1.—The winged horse, and indeed every thing in the Furioso 
oven to the adventures, has been maintained to be eal. An Italian 
commentator, nearest to the time of Ariosto, pronounces this beast to be 
8 type of Love, reatoning from his wings his power of transporting man 
or woman, &¢, ‘The whimsical details of his parentage and education are 
given in stanzes XVIII. and XIX. ; 

2 St, xi, 11.4, 5, 6.—Arioato is in general so correct in his localities, that 
I suppose he is right in this assertion, though I was unable to verify it in 
‘a mountain-tour which I once made in Tuscany. 

2 Bt zrxx. Il 1,2, 8.—The reader may be tempted to ask why he did not 
escape before; a thing which seemed as much in his power atone time as 
at another; but we must not be too jealous about consistencies where 
magic is concerned. 

«Bt, xl. Il, 1, 2 8, 4.—Theso are all characters in the Innamorato ; in 
which Iroldo and Prasildo are particularly distinguished by their friendship. 

5 Bt. lii. Il. 7 and 8.—King Arthur is known to every one as the founder 
of the round table, Galahalt was a son of Sir Launcelot, who was ena- 
moured of Arthur’s wife, Ganor, or Gineura; but whose constancy to her was 
surprised by a princess, who, in consequence, gave birth to it. ‘This 
knight achieved the quest of the sangreal, or real blood of Christ, as is re- 
lated in the latter part of the Mort Arthur, where that fine old compilation 
of romances becomes mystical. Sir Gauvaine was more especially distin- 
guished for hie eourteny, and Sir Tristram for the same propensity. ss 

jir Launcelot, he being as faithfully attached to Yeeult, the wife of King 
Mark of Cornwall, as Launcelot was to the wife of Arthur, King of Britain. 

Bt, Iii, 1. 2.—In imitation of Arthur, the romancers attributed also a 

round table to Charlemagne. 
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NOTES TO CANTO V. 








2 St. v. 1 1.—The story of Geneura is familiar to every English reader 
as forming the plot of Mucu apo apour Noruixe. 

Shakespeare has been by some considered as indebted to Ariosto for 
this tale; but it is clear that he borrowed from a later transcript of it, 
I cannot trace it higher than the Italian poet, but should have little doubt 
that he derived it from some ancient novelist. 

2 Bt, xli, Il 1 and 2.—The faltering voice and pale face are indications 
of passion sufilciently obvious and common; but I do not recollect any 
other author who has alluded to the last circumstance in this description 
—that bitter, poisonous taste, which is sometimes created in the mouth 
by any painful and unexpected impression. 
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1 Sti. IL 8 and 4.—Perhaps su; by Juvenal (Sat, viii. 1. 149) : 
© But this in all by night" tae hero cries, 
“ Yet the moon sees! Yet the stars stretch their eyes.’” 
Bokn’s Trans., p. 438. 

2 8t. xiii. 11, 8 and 4.—Much importance, during the middle ages, and 
those which immediately followed, was attached to colours, as emblematical 
of character or situation, Hence Ariodantes chooses black, and the hue of 
the “sear and yellow leaf,” as symbolical of his forlorn conditi 

3 8t. xvi. 1. 5.—In the original, Dazia ; a name which is given to many 
northern countries, 

“St, xvii. L 8—Translated from Dante's 

“Ove Ercole segnd li suoi riguardi.” 

5 Bt. xix. Il. 6, 6, 7, 8.—* Arethusa was a nymph of Elis, daughter of 
Oveanus, and one of Dians’s attendants, As abe returned one day from 
hunting, she sat near the Alpheus, and bathed in the stream. The god of 
the river was enamoured of her, and pursued her, when Aretbusa, ready to 
sink under fatigue, prayed to Diane, who changed her intoafountain. Al- 
pheus immediately mingled his streams with hers, and Diana opened a secret 
pamage under the earth, and under the sea, where the waters gf Arethame 

fisappeared, rising in the of Ortygia, near Syracuse, in Sicily. The 
iver Aiphets, too followed her under the sea, and rose alao in Ortypia; ‘50 
that, as mythologists relate, whatever is thrown into the Alpheus in Elis, 
ised again, after some time, in the fountain of Arethusa near Byracuse.’ 

© St. xxviii. Il. 1 and 2,—For the beginning of thefirst stanza cited, the 
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tuthor it indebied to Dante, See his Inferno, canto a lite, where 
ro offers, if in bis power, to com 6m 

holbad inflicted, Ariosto Has followed Dante tava, describing ing tho same prodigy, 
in his thirteenth eanto, 

7 St, xxziii. 1, 1.—Astolpho’s transformation into a tree is certainly an 
improvement of the story of Polydore in Virgil, which is ridiculous, if 

ered as a natural phenomenon. But magic gets rid of all difficulties, 
Ariosto is supposed to have selected the myrtle as sacred to Venus, and, 
‘therefore, figurative of Astolpho’s propenti 

* St. xxxvi. 1 8.—The ork (orea), as mentioned here and afterwards in 
canto viii, is some ideal sea-monster. In a future canto an ork (oreo) is 
described as a cyclops. 

9 St, xaxvi. 1. 1.—Every thing in Ariosto has been construed into some 
secret sense. “The fishes, described in a preceding stanza, are all said to 
denote the different conditions of men who are snared by vies, and the 
whale is interpreted as a fallacious appearance, which is often mistaken for 
real happiness. 

10 St. xxxviii. 1. 3.—For an account of this fairy, soe the Innamorato, 
where she plays a very conspicuous part. 

1 St. Ini. 1. 1.—The captain of this strange crew is Tndolence, the source 
of all evils, His various followers, so fantastically and precisely pain 
are evidently various vices distinguished by peculiarities which have not 
‘deen, and perhaps cannot now be, satisfactorily explained, Eriphila, who 
afterwards appears, is Avarice, who guards the path that leads to pleasure, 
By the beautiful damsels whe employ Rogero 4 defeat, and not to slay 
hher, and who rescue him from the deformed rabble, against whom he was 
contending, is signified, we are told, that though a generous disposition 
will resist foul and undisguieed vice, it often yields readily to temptation, 
which is masked under fairer appearances 

19 8t. Ixxii, 1. 6.—Here again colour is significant: green was the 
symbol of fcilenees, a blue was the characteris of constancy, 






























NOTES TO CANTO VII. 


1 8t.i. D1, 2, 8, 4— 

“ Tarda solet magnis rebus inesse fides.” | Ovip. 

A yet more marked resemblance to this obvious remark is to be found in 
the first book of the Golden Ass of Apuleius. ‘Nam et mibi et tibi et cunctis 
Juminibus multa usu evenere vera, que tamen ignaro relata, fidem perdunt.” 

2 Bt. iii. L 8.—In the original flavo (giacinto), which is always inter- 
preted by dictionaries to mean light yellow ; but such ig not the tint of 
‘the jacinth, which may perhaps be considered as tawny, 

3 St. iv. 1, 1.—Probably Horace’s 

“Quale portentum neque militaris 
Dannia in latis alit esculetis,” &0. 
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¢ Bt, iv. Il. 5, 6, 7, 8.—We have here one of those half sneers, in which 
Ariosto occasionally indulges. Was it justifiable? I have never heard 
the Italian prelacy accused of avarice, nor does it seem a vice very likely 
at any time to have been inherent in such a body. 

5 St. v. L 8.—Some of the commentators suppose an oversight in this 
place. They observe that Rogero came away upon the hipy 
rently without a lance; and enquire where he could find the one eB. 
‘A knight full armed was usually attended by a squire or valet bearing his 
lance, and therefore, with the critic's leave, we will suppose that he snatches 
the lance from an attendant. 

© St. vii. Il. 7 and 8.—Harrington, translating from the Italian commen- 
tators, tells us, that “in Eriphila, overthrown by Rogero and not killed, 
we may observe that the liberality which men make great show of in their 
youthful plessures, is not the true virtue that doth quite extinguish that 
‘monster covetousness.” 

7 8t. ix. Il. 1 and 2.—We have here the personification of Eeeanare, 80 
common in eastern and weatern romance; the Circe of the Odyssey, and 
the Labe of the Arabian knights. 

® St. xi, Il 1 and 2,—I once considered the picture of Al which 
has been esteemed a model of perfect beauty, as uniting qualities which 
could hardly be found together ; as black eyes and eye-brows and light hair. 
Thave, however, seen a portrait, warrantedto be an exact resemblance, which 
is counterpart to that of Alcina, It ishardly noomary to observe that 
light bair, from ite rarity, is ually esteemed a uty among the southern 
people, and hence we read of the Roman ladies supplying themselves with 
‘igs from the heads of the northern barbarians, brought prisoners to Rome, 

* St.xx, Il, 3 and 4.—The Latian Lord evidently means Mark Antony ; 
but there is some discussion among the old critics, as to whether he was 

ignated ax such, or Julius Cer, the preceding lover of Cleopatra. 
Ariosto, like Shakespeare, was thinking of the feasts described by Plutarch. 

19 St. xxi. ll. 1, 2, 3, 4.—This would seem to have been some favourite 
game in Ariosto’s age, like our old questions and commands, 

Bt. xxiii, Il. 1 and 2,—It was the custom during the middle ages, and 
continued to later times, to serve cordial or spiced wine upon retiring to 
rest: this was drunk sometimes in the hall, sometimes in the bed-chamber. 
The draught was termed in 'rench le vin de congé, and in English the wines, 

48 §t. xxviii. 1. 1.—This (in the Italian cendado) was a thin species of 
silk.—See Ducange in voeem Cendalum. The sendal is of constant 
occurrence in our old English chronicles and romances. 

43 St. xxxii. 1, 6,—Birding in these and other modes is still a common 
port with the Italians, who, moreover, like their ancestors, justly consider 

je thrush as a dainty. 

44 St, xxxix. ‘There were many forms for thus obtaining an insight 
into distant or future events, as the sortes Virgiliane, which we hear were 
tried ao lately as by Charles I, We read in the old Arabian Nights of 
casting figures in snd for this purpose; but we learn the protest eonjara 
tion of this kind in the New Arabian Teles, which, though they have 
been evidently much interpolated, bear strong internal evidence of an 
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Arabian origin. Two damsels, attendant an island princess of genie 
race, and themselves fairies, going in search of suocour for their mistress, 
then besieged by her rebellious subjects, find a young man sleeping on the 
shore, who, they think, may be fit for their purpose. To ascertain who he 
is, thoy fill'a shell from the sea, and, having plucked hair from his head, 
without waking him, cast it into this water. It immediately beoomes 
troubled, and then, clearing itself, reflects a picture of tents, camels, and 
horses; showing the stranger to be an Arabian. 

46 St. L. L. 1.—Farfarello and Alichino are devils in the Infernoof Dante ; 
‘ut Ariosto has taken the ¢ out of Alichino, in order to get him into his 
Yerue.| Here he bas (os on some other occasions) mado a terion of, pro- 
priety to prosody, for Alichino (winged, or rather wingy, from ali) has a 
meaning in the Inferno, which Alehino bas not in the Furioso. 

1s St. liv. I. 1, 2, 3, 4—In the boginning of the frst stanza cited, the 
reader will recognise an imitation of Homer and Virgil in the mission of 
Moroury to Ulyate and Ainens, Indeed, all this description is  mosaio, 
culled from various authors. 

178t. ly. 1 4.—I do not know whether what was once called cicisbei 
took its rise in Valencia, or whether this verse is only allusive to the generul 
effeminacy of the province. The first supposition appears probable, 
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1 St. i, IL. 6 and 6.—BSee Ovid De Arte Am. ii. 99. 

2 St. iv. IL 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6—Hawking, previously to the im) 
or diffusion of that species of game which are the creatures of cultivation, 
‘was almost confined to the pursuit of aquatic birds, and hence this and the 
sister art of hunting were, during middle ages, termed the mys- 
teriea of woods and rivers. The importance attached to them, as exem- 
plified by this very denomination, was not only consonant to the habits 
of auch an age, but arose even out of its necessities : for before the intro- 
duction of dry forage, which was not of early origin, the woods and water 
afforded the only freth food to be procured during the winter season ; 
those who gould not procure euch an indulgence being oblige to live on 
salt provisions ; and this, probably, was a cause of leprosy during the 
middle ages. 











Il. 7 and 8.—In the original, turbine: which here means a 
wolved knot, used formerly in incantation, Perhaps hag-hnot, 

employed in the New Forest to designate the tangles ‘in the 
manes of wild ponies, which are supposed to have been made by witches, 
to answer the purpose of stirraps, is its best English equivalent. 

« 8t. xvii. Il. 4, 5, 6.—The reader must recur to the Innamorato for an 
account of this spear, with which Astolpho worked wonders, and which is 
one of Boiardo’s happiest instruments. 

© Bt. xx. 1. 1.—To feel the full force of many of Ariosto's descriptions, 
the reader should have visited southern countries, I was first made 
sensible of the force and truth of the original of this stanza during a 
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hot and lonely ride in Asia Minor, performed under some anxiety of mind 
asto ite result; and I well remember that the chirp of the cicala with 
which Ariosto finishes his description, was wht appeared to me the most 
vexatious of all the accompaniments of my disagreeable journey. 

© St. xxvii. Il.1 and 2.—An ancient commentator tells us Ariosto is 
here indebted to Ovid's pictre of Europe carried off by the Ball; but 
he has copied from it few of his details. For some of these, however, he is 
indirectly indebted to the fable, having evidently borrowed a few touches 
of Poliziano, who has two stanzas on s group of Europa and the Bull. 

7 Bt. li, 5.—Ptolemy enumerates five Irish isles, and Pliny fifty, as 





bearin 1. May it not be, as suggested to me, a corruption of 
el 

© Be. Inii. 11. 7 and 8.—Ariosto, perhaps, meant nothing more than the 
mere’ of Caucasus, which might seem signified by gates, inasmuch 


ts eush are called gheute (meaning the same thing, I believe) in India; 
and such an expression is used to designate an opening in the hills which 
divide England and Scotland. 
® Bt. Ixxi. Il. 5, 6, 7, 8.—Apollonius Rhodius is the inventor of the 
simile; but itis from Virgil, in his 8th book of the Atneid, that Ariosto has 
borrowed his illustration (1. 19—26). 
10 St. Ixxxiii. 1. 6.—This line, in the text, 
Non sperar pid gioirne in terra mai, 
is taken, with little variation, from Petrarch’s 
Non sperar pid vederla in terra mai; 
but Ariosto could not imitate him without transfusing something of a 
warmer colouring into his copy. 
2 St, Ixxxv. ll. 7 and 8.—I cannot find to whom this alludes, bat we 
may presume to some paynim vanquished by Orlando in some anterior 
romance; though we find no mention of any such in the Innamorato, 
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"St, iii. 1, &—The mame of Orlando’s sword. 

2 St. xiv. Il. 1 and 2,—This is quite consonant to the 
of chivalry, and so is indeed every thing in the poems of Boiardo and 
Aristo, ‘Thus the Orlando of the Innamorato, Sighting with Agrican, 
grants him respite, that he may rally his troops; and even offers his ser- 
Vices for that purpose against the very forces with which he was associated 
for Agrican’s destruction. Thus Rinaldo, in this poem, when in the exe- 
cution of an embassy, neglects it, and embarks in an adventure which 
suspends the execution of a solemn and urgent duty. In the same spirit 
Orlando even delays his quest of his mistress, to suocour this damsel, who 
‘was unknown to him; though Ariosto has ingeniously softened the extra- 
vagance of his conduct by making him reflect that in this expedition he 
might also serve his Angelica, 

* St. xv. 1. 8.—Ariosto must here mean one of the many of St. Michael's 
seats in Brittany, and not our Cornish “vision of the guarded Mount :* 
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for St. Michael seems to have beon a very favourite saint with the Celts 
of Brittany as well as those of Cornwall. 

«St. xvi. 1. 1.—I can no more explain what Ariosto means by these 
samen, which, as having a Welsh or Broton sound, may be supposed real, 
than former commentators could what Milton bad in view when he spoke 
of Namanoos, which he places on the Spanish coast, opposite to St. Michael's 
Mount in Cornwall. But as Namanicos has been found in an old map of 
Spain, so Breac and Landriglier may perhaps be discovered in one of Franco. 

© St, ali. I. 7 and 8.—This piece of ferocity, which might seem inconsis- 
tent with such a character as that of Olympia, in any age, convinces mo that 
this incident of theatory, which seoms fo have been made up of many pars, 
had s foundation in trath. Credo quia impossibile eat, Iam, however, 
unable to discover any traces of it anterior to Ariosto’s poom, At any 
rate, the reader will regret that such a trait of brutality was either in- 
vented or copied by Arioato. It is, however, a mero act of justice to observe 
that he seems to have repented a Judith of Olympia; for among 
the alterations of the Furioso, vouched by Galasso, as the intended emen- 
dations of his brother Ludovico, the original line 


To saltai presto © gli sogai la gola,? 


«Poi naltd presto ¢ gli segd la gols,” 
the poet thus transferring the consummation of the murder to the servant 
who had struck down the bridegroom. Buteven admitting this correction, 
there is a daring spirit in the woman which is repugnant to out notions of 
feminine softness, and I cannot help thinking that the interest which she 
excites, is, in agreat degree, owing to the beautiful picture which we have 
of her when stripped for sasrifice, and fastened to the rock. She is like 
the Athenian courtesan who, when her cause was going ill, dropped her 
clothes, and stood naked before her judges. 

© St, lix, IL. 3 and 4.—Ariostois here accurate in his geography, in which 
he almost always observes that of his age. His precision on such points (as 
where he illustrates the relative position of Alci ‘Logistilla's territo- 
ries by the boundaries of England and Scotland) is the more remarkable, 
as he is, I believe, the first among the moderns, who made a study of such 
proprieties, 

78t. Ixy. Il. 7 and 8.—Volana, not far distant from Ferrara, is one of the 
months of the Po, in which the fish take ref and from which their 
return is intercepted by a net, resembling the 

® St. lxvii. Il. 1, 2, 3, 4—The simbedlo of the text is a bird used to decoy 
others, which, together with the birds first taken, is, in Italy, confined wit! 
a string, and by the fowler’s play madeto leapup and flutter; which attracts 
the notice of the wild birds, who join them, and are taken by a clap-trap. 
I have seen this practice in Tuscany, where it is styled the paretajo. It is, 
I believe, called the roccolo in Lombardy, and is common in Germany, and 
probably in other parts of the continent. 

* St. xix. IL. 1, 2, 8, 4.—The frog-hunter has changed his wea] and 
frogs are now fished for in Tune eed pons 

¥ Bt. Ixxiii. IL 6 and 7.—I suppose with collars armed with spikes, as 
may yet be seen on the wolf-dogs in parts of Switserland. 


is changed to 
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NOTES TO CANTO X. 


‘St. xx. IL 8, 4, 5, 6.—Here Aristo has, I think, improved Ovid's 
description, by turning the woodland-birds into haloyons, whose appearance 
and plaintive cries seem to harmonize more happily with the scene, 

‘The ‘ old woe,’ lamented by them, was the catastrophe which led to the 
transformation of Ceyx and Aloyone into haleyons, For Ceyx having been 
drowned in a tempest, and Aleyone having cast herself into the sea upon 
the body, the gods, compessionating their misfortune, wo are told operated 
this'prodigy in their behalf. 

2 St. xxv. IL 1 and 2.—Defoe, that true observer of nature, 
that every nation has its peculiar sound indicative of pain and grief, and, 
it may be added, that different ages have also different signs for expresing 
their emotions, which symbols appear to be purely conventional, | Thus 

pping of the hands, now a sign of pletsure and approbation, has een 
tured an oxpreasive of pain; and we read in Dante, 

farah tongues discordant—horrible discourse— 
‘Words of despair—fierce accents of despite— 
Sinking of hands—with curses deep and hoarse. : 
Infern, iti. ver. 25—28, 

2 St, xxxvii. L 1.—As things often bear the name of the place from 
which they are roceived, and not of the country of which they are the pro- 
duction, articles imported from the East were usually called Alexandrian, 
when Alexandria was the channel through which flowed the commerce of 
Asia. For this, see our chronicles and romances. 


« St. Ixxi. 1. 2.—Ariosto in this and a future pessage, where he treats 
of Asiatic countries, seems to have grafted the discoveries of Marco Polo 
‘upon the map of Ptolemy. 
* St, lxxxii. 1 2.—Those who have- been taught that the strength of 
‘the ancient English armies consisted in their infantry, will be startled at 
the mention of mounted archers ; but Ariosto is here perfectly right. ‘The 
English archer (at least latterly) was mounted ; but made use of his horse 
only as a vehicle, as originally was the practice of the dragon, who, when, 
in action, fought as a foot-soldier. ‘The English archers, indeed, were 
the yeomanry of the country, and wholly unlike the naked rabble of 
easants, who cot the infantry of the other European nations. 
fence they were allowed one horse per man (as we find in Anderso: 
History of Commerce), and sixpence ny, ‘at the time of the battle of 
incourt, being one half of the pay of the esquire or man-at-arme: an 
allowance which, notwithstanding the depreciation of money, continued to 
be the stipend of our foot-soldier till within these few years. 
© St. Ixxxv. ll. 5, 6, 7, 8.—We havo here a short but sufficiently pre- 
cise description of the chieftain of a clan, whether highlander or borderer = 
for it is to be observed, that the southern provinces of Scotland, and in- 
deed the neighbouring Engish counties, afforded the same examples of 
such a patriarchal species of authority. This seems to ha een clearly 
of Celtic origin : for-the English and Scottish borders were, as well as the 
highlands, peopled by a tribe of this race, the remnants of Arthur’ 
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Kingdom, which extended as far as from North Wales to Cumberland in 
England, and the ea i cause, however, of 
clanship being maintained in this line, as well as in the Highlands, is pro- 
dably to be found in the anal presented by both dis- 
tricts. @ custom as clar ly be preserved in any 
country, after the necessity for it had ceased. Now this had ceased under 








land which might have been turned to some account in this picture ; 
but ie mtet be rooollected is 


‘Transforthia, 

trict of Scotland, i.e. the parts beyond Forth, ‘for which tdany would be 
the exact equivalent, but which Ariosto hes msde another fief, and pre- 
viously disposed of. Ido not know, however, where the term is to be 
found, except in » document belonging to the college of Glasgow, termed 
the rector’s book, commencing about the year 1460. Hore it is enjoined 
that the rector be chosen by four nations of the matriculated members ; 
and of these, the third is entitled Natio Transforthiana, and described 
as including omnes partes ariva Fortham ot Stirling ot exteos, Aristo, 
‘who probably received his accounts of North Britain from Scottish students 
at Padus, appears to have confused the information which he had derived 
from them. But that he, in his ara, should have been studious of ‘such 

ints appears to me infinitely more extraordinary, than that he should not 

ve always duly sifted and separated the knowledge which he had acquired. 





Sir Owen underwent with this view. Some extracts of this are given in 
Sir Walter Scott’s Border Minstrelsy. 

® St, ovi. 1 last.—Gourds were apparently in Ariosto’s time used in 
Italy for the same purpose as corks are at present by us. 


NOTES TO CANTO XI. 


1 St. iii. 1. 2,—Kenoorates was a disciple of Plato, famous for his conti- 
nence, 

2 &t. iv. line 1.—All the adventures contained in this and the following 
stanza are to be found in Boiardo’s Innamorato, from her first adventure in 

VoL. I. LL 
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France and casting the magic sleep upon Malagigi to tho stealing of her 
ng by Brunallo ie the etadel of Arbracc. 

* St. xii. L 8.—Meaning, I suppose, Ovid’s Galatea flying from Poly- 
phemus. 

« St. xxiv. L L—There is a ty observed in this order of words; 
as in fact the use of artillery did (1 believe) spread from the Germans im- 
mediately to the Italians, the Venetians first making use of it near Chioza; 
or Chioggia, in their war with the Genoese. 

5 St. xxiv 1. 7, xxv. L. 1—Bombard was, properly speaking, a mortar : 
culverine, a long piece, which borrowed its denomination from the snake; 
and saker and falcon light artillery, so called from two species of the hawk. 

© St, xliv. Il. 7 and 8.—We read in Homer of Neptune's visits to the 
blameless Aithiopians ; but Ovid's Metamorphoses were the great mine 
whence Ariosto drew his mythological materials, and he had probably in 
his recollection the where the gods are described taking refuge in 
Hthiopia amid the tumults of the Titanio war. 

1 St. aly. Il. 1 and 2.—Ino, the wife of Athamas, and Melicerta, her 
son, were changed into deities of the sea. 

® St, Inii. Il 1 and 2.—In the system of education purmued during the 
middle ages, fow means were better suited to the end proposed, than the 
sort of interchange which was made of sons of princes, and gentlemen 
who, brought up under other roof than that of their father, were bred in 
a kind of noble apprenticeship to their calling, amid companions of their 
fown age, aecure of kindness (because under friendly, if not kindred, tuto- 
lage), but removed from all the risks of parental indulgence, 

* St. Lxviii. I 3 and 4.—Curds are called in Ttalian giuncate, because 
carried in basketa made of the bull-rush, or giunco, Hence our word 
junket, meaning, in its original signification, curd ; and, in ite second~ 
‘ary, rustic festivity; because curds were formerly the standing dish on 
such occasions. 

te St Lexx, I, 1 and 2.—So ends this beantful though strange epitode, 
made up of classical and Gothic fictions, and in which figure the champion 
of Christendom, and the heathen god Proteus, who is described as exercis~ 
ing all the powers of an angry and puissant divinity. One of the late 
translators of the Furioso, in commenting upon this canto of his author’ a 
seems here to think him indefensible; and what would justly be thought 
so glaring an offence against costume in a modern, will probably be deemed 
in the eyee of many, e-defect in Arioato, But those many, who judge by 
rule, should, on their own principles, have regard to authority: and bj 
what many and weighty authorities may he not be justified? To come 
neat to our own times; is not the mixture in Lycidas, of “the pilot of the 
Galilean lake,” and of heathon gods and goddesses, “ Sleck Panope, with 
all her sates,” and ‘old. Hippotales,” shepherds and bishops, a’ more 
‘anomalous assemblage than that which we find in the story of Glympia ? 
‘Yet who could wish, except those who pride themsclves as philosophical 
critics, that Milton had conformed to our modern notions of propriety, or 
who of real poetical fecling subscribes to the censure which Dr. Johnson 
has pronounced upon thie exquisite poem? But if I have been tempted 
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‘to recur to suthority, T ought to confess it is not by authorities that Ariosto 
is generally to be estimated. He will never relish the Furioso who expects 
to find in it a sories of classical reliefs; let him rather come to it as to the 
contemplation of a magnificent and fanciful arabesque, in which the natural 
mingles with the extravagant, and the beautiful with ‘the grotesque. 

11 8t, Ixxxii, Ul. 3 and 4—The ram on which Phryxus escaped from her 
mother-in-law, and which was afterwards placed in the zodiac, which 
animal the sun enters in the spring quarter. : 
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1 St. x. I 2, 8, 4.—This description may surprise those acquainted but 
with English antiquities, and who know that the floors of our richest 
nobles, and even those of our kings, were, in Ariosto's age and long after, 
covered with rushes, under which the filth and offal of the table was often 
left to rot, Italy had, however, arrived at as high a pitch of refinement, 
as may be argued from this stanza, even in the time of Dante; a fact 
made clear by certain passages in the prose works of that writer, and 
which were for this purpose cited by Mr. Foscolo in his lectures on Italian 
literature. What a contrast docs she now afford to the times when 
“wealth was hers ” 

2 Bt, xiii. IL 5 and 6.—Such vows, during the middle ages, were not 
uncommon even in real life, ‘Thus Froissart tells us of an English knight, 
who wore one eye covered in consequence of a vow he hud made to 
forego the use of it, till he had taken a certain number of prisoners in the 
French wars. 

2 St. vil. Il, 3 and 4.—It may be objected that, though Angelica might 
vanish by patting the ring in her mouth, her mare, with an empty saddle, 
must have remained visible, and that thie circumstance should have been 
attended to and explained. But (as I have said elsewhere) there is no end 
to such objections where there is a question of magic. 

« Bt. lix. 1. 6.—Speaking comparatively, it was only at a late period of 
society that the doctrines of Islamism came to be understood in the 
Christian parte of Europe. Till this epoch we find the Mussulmans con- 
stanty charged with polytheiom, and Termagant, Tereagant, (or, ashe ie 
termed in the Italian, Zrivigante) is a godhead, frequently associated with 
‘Mahommed by the romancers. 

5 St, lxxxii, 1. 2.—The original says each wrinkle of the soul. Though 
I have ventured to attempt to naturalize many Italian expressions, I 
thought this too bold to bear translation; but mention it as illustrative 
of the spirit of Italisn poetry, which prefers partioularization to general 
terms in description, and, as in the present case, secks to give some indi- 
viduslity of feature to the most imaginary portrait. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XIII. 


1 Bt. vi. IL 1 and 2.—The poet does not mean Bayon 
Bayonne of Galicia, the capital of his kingdom who made tI 

2 St, xv. |. 1.—Mongia or Mogia is a sea-port town of Galicia, 

3 St xv. Il. 1, 2.—The gang-board in a galley is laid fore and aft, and on 
it the rowers pass from stem to stern; a very natural place for securing the 
mast when unshipped. The castles were wooden imitations of the build- 
ings whose names they bear, and may be seen in fhe tapestry of the House 
of Lords representing the defeat of the Spanish Ai memorial of 
the word is still preserved in our term of fore-castle. The cutting away 
such top-lumber would of course tend materially to lighten a vessel in a 
storm. 

4 Bt. x ‘The reader will recollect the sailors resorting to the ma- 
neeuvre mentioned in the text, in the story of St. Paul’s shipwreck, which. 
may show how common was the practice attributed to the Biscayneer. 
‘While I am upon this subject, I cannot resist the temptation of relating a 
story arising out of it; because it will show how local experience removes 
difficulties, even of a graver nature than those which I have here attempted 
to explain: Tt happened thatthe Ieson, which made pert of one Sunday 
morning's service, read on board a king’s ship in the Mediterranean, was 
‘that in which St. Paul gives a description of this shipwreck; and some of 
the men were observed to exchange signifeant glances at the idea of 
anchoring from the stern in the situation he described. A few days after- 
wards the ship arrived at the very island which is the supposed scene of the 
catastrophe, and moored in the port of La Valletta, in which lay some 
Greek vessels, whose high sterns might bave preserved them from the 
danger incidental to anchoring from such a part. Many of the sailors were 
observing these, whose construction was new to them, and one was heard 


to say to a comrade: “You seo, Jemmy, the saint was no auch Inbber as 
we took him for.” 


& Bt, xxxvi Il 7 and 8.1 have preserved the moet popular reading x 
but it seems that the old editions read Chiron instead o 

















whereas this is the office assigned by Dante to Chiron, with the centaurs, 
hia companions, who in the seventh circle of hell, watch over lakes of boil- 
ing blood, in which are immersed sinners of the description of him in the 
text. See Dante's Inferno, canto xii. 

* St. xl, 1. 2.— The fabulous history of these wars (Charlemagne’s) 
was probably written towards the close of the eleventh contury, by a monk, 
who thinking it would add dignity to his work to embellish it with a con— 
temporary name, boldly ascribed it to Turpin, who was archbishop of 
Rheims about the year 73, This is the book so frequently quoted by 
“Ariosto.”"—Elie's preface to Way's Fablious. 

7 St. lix. l. 6.—Tsabella, a lady eminent for her many virtues, daughter 
of Hercules, duke of Ferrara, sister of Alfonso and Ippolito, and wife of 
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initiated by her father. Here her son Ocnus is said, after his mother's 
death, to have founded a small city which he called Mantua, in honour of 
her memory. Dante's account of the wanderings and settlement of Manto, 
which, however, says nothing of Ocnus, and Manto a virgin, affords 
good specimen of his powers of precise and picturosque local descrip- 
tion.—See Inferno, canto xx. 1. 50, p. 101 of Gary's translation, Bohn’s 








® St. Ix. Il. 5 and 6.—Ariosto alludes to the victory gained by Gonzago, 
ce, and 


® St.Ixi. IL. 6 and 6.—¢. ¢. I should embark on a more immeasurable sea 
than that traversed by the Argonauts: for Typhis was the pilot of the 


W St. xii. 1—This was Beatrice, the-wife of Ludovico Stora, who lost 
his dukedom soon after her death’; a circumstance which explains the 
remainder of the stanza. 

1 Bt, Lxiii, I 1 and 2.—The Viscontis wore lords of Milan, and the 
sake was the armorial bearing of the Viscontis and Milanese. 

18 8t, Ixiii. Il. 4and 6.—From India to the straits of Gibraltar. 

19 Bt, Ixiv. L. 1.—That is to say, shall bear the same name of Beatrice. 
‘The one who was to wreathe her hair with Pannonia’s crown was Beatrice, 
daughter of Ferdinand, king of Naples, sister of Leonora, duchess of Fer- 
rare: and wife of Mathiaa Corvinus. king of Hungary, # ¢. Panaonis. The 
other lady alluded to was Beatrice d’Kate, canonized at Rome. 

1 St, Ixvii. L. 1.—Richarda, wife of Nicholas d’Este, found herself in 
the situation ascribed to her in the text. Her son Herewles, dispossessed 
of his lordship by Lionello and Boro, was obliged to go into exile, and 
take refuge with Alphonso of Arragon, but in the end fully reoovered his 
inheritance, 

15 St. Ixix. 1, 1.—The Hercules mentioned in the preceding note, took to 
wife Leonors, daughter of Ferdinand, king of Arragon, with whom he had 
taken refuge, which Leonora brought him the Alphonso, Ippolito, and Isa- 
bella, celebrated by the poet. 

16 Bt, Ixix. 1. 5.—Luoretia Borgia was a daughter of Pope Alexander 
VL., who was three times married, and took for her third husband Alphonso, 
duke of Ferrara. 

1 St. Lxxii, IL] and 2.—Renata was daughter of Louis XII. of France, 
and Anne of Bretagne, and daughter-in-law of Lucretia Borgia, since she 
‘was married to Hercules the Becond, her son, who was lord of Ferrara after 
the death of his father. 

W St. Lnxiii, 1. 1.—Ada was the daughter of Otho, whom we read of as 
given in wedlock to Albertazo in the third canto, in which the other ladies 
mentioned in this stansa are also commemorated. 
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NOTES TO CANTO XIV. 





1 St. ii. L 3.—Alpbonso d’Este, duke of Ferrara; to whom the poet 
attributes the victory and subsequent capture of Ravenna, held for the poy 
by Fabrizio Colonna, the jiroga! le being between French and Italians under 
this leader, and Spaniards and Italians under the command of Gaston de 
Foix; for, the French troops having given way, Alphonso coming up with a 
band of gentlemen, again turned the fortunes of the field. 

* St. iii. Il. 7 and 8.—The insignia of knighthood conferred by Alphonso 
‘upon many of his young followers on the field of battle. “To win his spurs’ 
was almost a proverbial expression ; how applied to the Black Prince by 
our Edward 111, every one will remember. 

The golden oak was the bearing of Pope Julius II., who lost 
the red and yellow truncheon, we are told, is to be con- 
symbol of Spain. Fabrizio Colonna surrendered to Alphonso 
mn he should not be delivered up to his enemies the French ; 
Alphonso resisted their solicitations to consign him to them, and after- 
‘wards set him free and restored him to the pope. 
* St. v. IL 1 and 2,—In the original, 
La gran colonna del nome Romano 
Che voi prendeste e che serbaste intera, 
a play upon the name of Fabrizio Colonna, which is necessarily sacrificed 
in an English translation. 
the Pata 1, 8.—Of Gaston de Foix, the French general, who perished in 

e field. 

© St, vii. Il. 3 and 4.—The allied Spanish and papal army, if victorious, 
would probably have turned their arms against the dukedom of Ferrara. 

7 St. ix.—Brescia was sacked @ short time before Ravenna. The fate of 
this last city terrified Faenza and Rimini into a surrender. Trivulzio may 
have been well fitted to restrain the excesses of others, but was not him- 
self free from a similar reproach. He was a native of Milan, and banished 
from thence for his adherence to the Guelph party. He entered the ser- 
vice of France, and obtained great distinction in the wars of Charles VIIL., 
Louis XII., and Francis I, He was made governor of Milan in 1600, and 
of Genoa in 1604. But he is accused of a rapacious administration of 
power, and of a Baughty, ungovernable temper, and on this account for- 
feited the favour of Francis; which is said to have occasioned his death in 
1518, His epitaph speaks his character. 

® St. xi. 1. 1.—Ariosto is not more successful than Homer in this cata 
logue, and the same observation may be made on the review of Tasso, which 

‘only animated by his apostrophe to the Greeks. 

St. xxv. Il. 5 and 6.—It is hardly necessary to observe that Sagitta- 
ius is the sign into which Chiron is said to have becn translated, and ia, 
therefore, always represented by a Centaur, 


10 St. xxxi. Il. 3 and 4.—The account of the conquest of the arms of 
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Hector in the Syrian fairy’s castle is to be found in the Innamorato, where 
‘Mandricardo takes the oath specified in the text. 

1 Bt. L Il, 1 and 2.—Ariosto would appear to have sometimes inserted 
aneodotes of ‘his age in the Furioso; but these are usually so altered that 
they are scarcely to be recognised. ‘This ie not the case with the present 
story, the rape of Doralice; in which the poet appears to have figured a 
similar atrocity and of recent occurrence, perpetrated by Cesar Borgia, 
near Cesena, on the shore of the Adriatic, upon an illustrious lady es- 
poused to a Venetian captain, to whom she was journeying, under the escort 
of a train of nobles and ladies, who were attacked with the same violence 
that is desoribed in the text. 

1 Bt, Inxxvii. 1. 4—Dante says of this angel, whose figure is represented 
aseculptured in purgatory, = ca 

“Giurato si enria ch’ ei dicesse Ave” 
Probably as aaluting the Virgin, favourite subject with tho Ttalion 
mast 











18 Bt. exii, 1. 6.—Vertot describes the Maltese as casting hoops charged 
with wild-fire among the Turks at the famous siege: it is said, without 
any authority for the tact, for which he was perhaps indebted to Ariosto. 

© St. ox. 1. 4.—A marshy place in the Ferrarese, 

18 St. oxi, Il. 1, 2, 3, 4.—A wooden and movable bartizan, a kind of a 
stage, moving upon hinges, within the wall of a fortification, which being 
raised to a horizontal position, served as a means of communication between 
the towers, and made the bridge spoken of by Ariosto. 

48 St. exxvi. 1. 1.—I have translated the account of- this storm very 
literally ; und it is curious, as probably exhibiting the modes of attack and 
defence practised in the time of Ariosto. Tt appears, to sum bis story ina 
few words, that the wall on the side where the Moors attacked was sur- 
Founded by a wet ditch, through which Rodomont plunged at the head of 
the storming party, scaled the wall, and carried the bertesca, or wooden 
platform, placed within it and near its summit, Beyond this work, it seems, 
was a second wall, or dyke, divided from the first by a dry ditch, into which 
Rodomont drives his party of assailants, urging them to the assault of the 
interior wall, and he fimeett leaping the ditch, and, like Alexander at the 
siege of Oxydrace, mounting the last defence, and springing from it into 
the city. His followers, in the meantime, while plantlag ‘their ladders 
against the interior wall in this second moat, are consumed by combustibles, 
with which it had been previously filled by the Parisians, Rodomont, itis 
to be recollected, had escaped the effects of the explosion by his desperate 
Teap, and is left enclosed in the middle of the city. 











NOTES TO CANTO XV. 
} St. ii—He alludes to the victory obtained at Francolino, about forty 
miles above the mouth of the Po; to which he had before referred. 


* St. xvi—The geography is here wofully confused; and Astolpho 
cannot be followed even on the map: for east and west are confounded in 
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this course, But reasoning from some of Ariosto’s Aeceriptions, it would 
seem that he had attemy to graft the discoveries of Marco Polo 


species of Christianity established. 
‘The golden Chersoneee of Ptolemy bas been conjectured to 
be the kingdom of Sumatra: I think, with reeson, nor does the fact of ite 
being an island necessarily militate against such a supposition ; for the 
neok of land, which connects it with very narrow ; and navi- 
gators have in all ages mistaken islands, and islands for 
insolas. Thus, Van Diemen’s Land was supposed to be a part of the 
continent of New Holland, till the (comparatively speaking) late penetra 
on of Baa’ Straits, Taprobana is the island of Ceylon, and Corti, T 
suppose, Cape Comorin. ‘The sea, which 
“ frets between two shores,” 














$ zai IL 7 and This iT spose, the am, in which the san 


pases the Eq towards the north, 
© Bt. xxv.—Charles the Fifth, who was born at Ghent. 

© St, xxvii. IL 7and 8,—The reader will recollect that Columbus expected 
to reach the East Indies by steering due wost, and thet America was long 
considered as the western extremity of the East Indies. 

{ St, xvid —The names of Prospero Colonna snd the great Peseara aro 
of too frequent oeeurrence in the history of Charles the Fifth to require a 
comment. For the youth of Vasto or Guasto, as ho is usually called 
tramontanes, I do not know how or when he deserved the praise ascril 
to him in the seceding stanza, though he certainly served with much dis- 
tinction in those Italian wars, 

* St, xxxii._—The poot alludes to the Emperor Charles V. having 
been conducted by Dora's galleys from Baroelona to Genos, from whence 
he was escorted by him to Bologna, in which town he received from Pope 
Clement the crown of the empire, “He might have made himeelf arbitrary 
in Genoa by the assistance of Charles. 

9 St, xxxiii, 1, 4.—Meaning England, Astolpho was an Englishman, 

1 gt. xxiv. Il. 7 and 8.—I will observe, in illustration of these lines, 
that Charles V. conferred on him the principality of Melsi in Puglia. 

41 8t, xxxvii. 1. 4.—Foscari informs us that a gulf in the Persian sea 
was 60 called. 

1s Bt, xazix, 1, &——The poet most mean Egypt but T do not know 
why he styles it the land of heroes: perhaps as the land of the Ptolemies, 
or perhaps as distinguished by the exploits of the crusaders, 

33 Bt. xl. 1. 1—The canal by which Trajan connected the Nile and 
the Red Sea, 
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NOTES TO CANTO XVI, 
1 Bt, xi, 1. 1—This distinguished city of is now called Leukosia 
(Azonoviay ot at Latin oo called by toe mem ‘Grodka Wicoca was 
jowever, there is no doubt, ita classical designation. It probably bore both 
names, and the colloquial one has remained at home, while the place is 
known by another abroad. 
2 St. xxiii. Il. 1, 2,8, 4.— 
Immanom veluti peoora inter inertia tygrim, &.—Vmort, ZEn. ix. 780. 
«Like a flerce tiger pent amid the fold.”—Davpan. 
Virgil makes Hine the mountain under wbich Typhoo is buried; but 
Petrarch supposes him to have been confined under Lechia, 
3 Bt, xxxvii. IL 5, 6, 7, 8.—Ariosto had read of England's having sof: 
fered from pirates, and could form no other notion of theso than that of 
‘Moorish corsaire. 
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* Sex Dra e fs bling from on high, 
« i roofs come tumblit om on hig 
‘Tho marks of stato and snnentopalty” 
‘Vinot (Daxpay, B. ii.). 


tion. 
xiii. 1. 5.—8o Vi 





The fearful matrons run from place to place, 
And kiss the thresholds and the posts embrace.”—Darpsn. 

An example of such passionate action, which may appear unnetural to 
many, was in modern times furnished by the late king and queen of Naples, 
under circumstances of less excitement, who, when restored by Lord Nel- 
son, ran about their palace at Neples, kissing and embracing the doors. 

« St, xiv. Il. 3, 4, 5, 6.—These are all events described in the romances 
anterior to the Innamornto, and many of them are referred to in that 
poem, 

§ Bt. xx. IL 1, 2, 3, 4—Bvery one who has been on the Continent, and 
indeed every one who is conversant with old paintings, may acquire a 
general ide of mach a picture ; but it is necessary to have been in Italy to 

form to oneself a perfect notion of the details of these scenes, in wiich 
Ariosto seems so particularly to delight, 80 studiously elegant are the 
toy yple of some parts of the Italian Benineule, that at an annual festi- 
val held at 8 burgh near Rome, where the pavement, as in Damascus, is 
strewed with foliage, beautiful centre-pieces for this green 

posed with leaves of rich flowers on thin deal planks, and 
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such intervals as to produce the effect of figured carpeting. Ariosto paints 
these scenes in the true spirit of an Italian, 

© St. xxvii. L 1—Carpathium, an island between Rhodes and Crete, gave 
its name to the neighbouring seo. 

7 St. xxx. IL 1, 2, 3, 4.—An ore in Ariosto seems intended to convey 
the idea of some monster like a buggaboo, whose genus and form are not 
defined by the name. In the tale of Olympia the orc is a sort of whale. 
Here he is a Cyclops, in consistence with the account given of him in a 
story of the Innamorato, of which this episode is a continuation. 

© 8t. x1. 1 8.—* The poet took this custom of the ore from the cannibals,” 
says an Italian commentator : but I am ignorant upon what authority he 
grounds his assertion. On the contrary, one of the fathers talks about cer- 
tain ancient cannibals, who more especially preferred feeding upon the flesh 
of woman to that of man. The ore, roe or rukh, Sgures largely in the 
‘Arabiam Nights’ asa monstrous bird. But it is difficult to suppose that 
Ariosto had access to these tales. 

® St. Lxxvi. 1, 1.—He alludes to the enterprise against Africa, undertaken 
and abandoned by Charles V. 

10 Bt. Ixxviii, 1. 4.—It is hardly necessary to observe, that when Con- 
stantine transferred the seat of guipire-to Constantinople, the riches left by 
him formed the endowment of the Latin Church. Ariosto is here evidently 
indalging in one of his quiet neers; for, though a catholic, he was no more 
a papist than Dante, 
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1 St, xvii, L 1—This pictare of Rodomont, enclosed within the walls | 
of Paris, and swimming Re river to free himself from his enemies, is (it 
ia bardly necessary to tay) taken, in all its details, from that of Virgil's 

‘urnus. 

2 St, xxili, 1, 6—Perhsps Shakespeare, who was indebted to the 
Italians for many modes of expression, through contemporary translations, 
took from this the King of Denmark's exclamation of 

“Oh! my offence is rank; it stinks to heaven.” 

* St. xxvii. ll. 7 and 8.—I have forborne all remarks upon this alle 
of Discord, Pride, Hypocrisy, &., as a subject which has been too muef 
canvassed to require new comments in a series of notes intended to be less 
critical than explanatory. But it may be remarked how much of reality as 
well as of spirit has been given to all these very abstract personages, by the 
consistency and exactness of the details, 

« Bt, Ixix. 1. 4,—This servile sort of salutation is said to have originated 
in the Grock empire. It certainly exists there at present; and I well re~ 
member that, riding in the neighbourhood of Constantinople, I bad my thigh 
embraced by 8 Greek beggar, on whom I had bestowed or four paras, 

® Bt, xxiv. 1. 7.From Tripoli of Syria to Tortosa in Phanicia; the 
Orthosia of Ptolemy. 

© Bt, xxvii. L 1.—Cities of Syria, as I am informed by Fornari. 
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7 St. cix. I. 5 and 6.—This adventure, the heads of which are only 
touched by Ariosto, is fully related in the Innamorato. I may observe, that 
one of Branello’s feats of this description, achieved before Albracca, has 
beon imitated in the story of Don Quixote, where Gines de Passamonte 
steals Sancho’s ass from under him. Indeed Cervantes has drawn many of 
his incidents from the romance of Boiardo. 


® St. cxxxy, 1. 6.—An old commentator says, that Luna was an ancient 
seaport in the Genseoe taritory, on the romaine of which another town 
was built, termed Sarazana. Its name is still perpetuated in an Italian 
marble quarried in its neighbourhood, which is denominated marmo /unense. 

® St. cxxxvi,—The effect of the best sea-air upon modern iron in this 
country, would be that which the poet attributes to the worst in his southern 
seas. ‘It is a different thing in the Mediterranean, and there is in Torzelo, 
an islet of the Adriatic, a church of the middle-ages, with stone window 
shutters, hung upon iron pivots, which have undergone no oxidation. I 
do not know from personal observation, that the malaria produces the effect 
ascribed to it in the text ; but think it highly probable, for there are some 

‘Venice where piste tarnishes from the effects of the atmosphere ; 
considered by the inhabitants as a test of worse air than what 
prevails in places where it continues unsoiled. The partial prevalence of 
‘the malaria, which is, generally speaking, notorious, is more especially re- 
markable in Cyprus. 

16 St. exliii. I]. 6 and 6.—To lower (ammainare) is a common practice 
in Mediterranean vessels (the masts of which often consist of what appears 
to be a single stick), and it is a simple and excellent mancnvre in seas 
‘where the ‘squalls are oftn as sudden and partial as they are impetuons, T 
‘was once in the seaof Marmora, then perfectly emooth, in apolacea, which ran 
two streaks of her deck under water, in @ white squall; when at the magio 
word matnar (the contraction of ammainare) the sails came down b 
upon deck, and the vessel, righting herself, swam upon an upright keel. 

1 St. clxvi. IL. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6.—Here we have an imitation of the Nisus 
and Euryalus of Virgil ; ‘whom, indeed, Ariosto has imitated closely in al- 
most all the night adventures which follow. The beat, however, the affecting 
incident of Labretto, is, I believe, entirely his own. 

12 St, elxxxy. Il. 7 and 8.—Mount Martyr (Mont Martre) is a suburban 
town of Paris, and situated a little to the north of it, Mount 
(Montiheri) is a town, or rather, I believe, a city, with ahigh tower forits 
citadel, built also on a mount, about twelve or fourteen miles to the south- 
ward of Paris, It is distinguished as having been taken in the Burgundian 
wars, and es having been a place of battle between the royalists and 
Jeaguers. It is, however, yet more familiar to the Parisians from having 
been celebrated by Boileau, in the opening of the third canto of his Lutrin, 
who makes it the birth-place of his owl. His lines will be duly estimated 
by every one who has travelled a long time within sight of a tower, from 
Thich it ems imponible to escape, and that of MontIhert may inded bo 
considered as the most enduringly visible of all towers, being built on an 
‘eminence in a country generally 



































524 NOTES TO CANTO XIX. 


“ But frightfal night forthwith the shadow of her wings 
O’er the vine-covered plain of the Burgundians flings, 
‘Trwards Paris flies again, and, hastening her return, 
‘Mountlery’s famous tower already does discern, 
Ita walls, whose top withdraws iteelf from sight, aspire and shroud, 
Built on's rocky mound, their turrets in the cloud, 
‘And with their tiresome object still facing him who flies 
From far, appear to follow the traveller's woaried eyes. 
‘A thousand fightful birds, a thousand funerel crows, 
Inhabit the dark void these deserted walls enclose.” 





NOTES TO CANTO XIX. 


1 Bt, xii, IL 1 and 2.—Creon, the tyrant of Thebes, prohibited, under 
pain of death, the burial of Polinices, &. Pre! 

2 Bt, xxi. IL 1, 2, 3, 4.—Sargery was practised by ladies of the highest 
birth in Europe during the midileages, end probably in Asia til « later 
era; for in the ruder periods of society the useful, and not the ornamental, 
arte were held in the highest honour. 


2 St. xxxii. | 2.—He was one of the most furious of her lovers in the 
Innamorato. 


« St. xxxviii. I 1 and 2—This is also a reference to @ story in the 
Innamorato, 

# St. xivi. Il. 1, 2 8, 4, 6.—Limimso, a city of Cypras, by Ptolemy called. 
Cario, and Satelia, a royal city, situated upon the shore of Pampbilia, for- 
merly called Attalia. 

* Bt. 1 UL 6, 7, 8—Am electric flame, said to be often visible in the 
Mediterranean, and the warrant of fine weather, when assuming a particu- 
Jar fignre, Te lights upon the masts and yards, | T never saw it in that 
sea, but have seen it upon the beach in England, flaming on a sailor's 
woollen cap, at the firat beginning of a thundérstorm, and thus justifying 
the story of Castor and Pollux, ‘The flame descended upon the boat, aa the 
most natural place to light upon, in the absence of masta and yards. 

7 St lili. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6.—The mancsuvre expressed in these lines would. 
aggear to have been a uantical usage in the time of Ariosto, and posaibl; 
may be practised still. For the way of a light vessel, with a shallow draf 
of water, as ships were then constructed, and as many Mediterranean vessels 
are now, might amuredly beat lest somewhat impeded by mich » drag. an 
in described.“ From him,” meaning St. Elmo, before alluded to, 2 saint 
of great Mediterranean, and particularly of great Neapolitan, repatation ; 
to which he hss a more especial claim, as the town of Gata in that tarri- 
tory possesses his bones. 

¢ St. Ixxxiv. 1. 3.—Chace is in tennis somewhat of an equivalent to 
hamards at billiards, and is « term sanctioned by Ghakespetre in his 

lenry 
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NOTES TO CANTO XX, 


1 Bt, i. IL, 6, 6, 7, 8,—Harpalice was a Thracian rirago, who freed her 
fer, made prisoner by the Getw. Virgil, speaking of her, in, xi., 
16, 8a) 
with such array Harpolice bestrode 
Heer Thracian coumer, and outatrpp'd the aid food» 


RYDEN. 
Camilla has been made too notorions by him in Hineas’s Italian Wars to 
require farther mention, Sappho has as little need of it. Of the Corinnas 
(there were three) it is not clear to which Aristo alludes; probably to 
her who was the supposed mistress of Ovid, or to the yet more famous wo- 
man of that name, who vanquished Pindar in a poetic contest. 

2 St.x Il. 1 and 2.—As we have seen Ariosto, in the preceding canto, 
making up his fable of the Amazons out of different classical stories, so wo 
may here detect him in the eame species of manufacture. We have a jum- 
ble and alteration of stories, Messenian, Scythian, and Trojan. Pha. 
Tantus, who led off the youth that were the offspring of the 8} ladies? 

fries, though not during the Trojan war, went straght to Italy, 
here he founded or where he feetored Tarentum, as stated by the post. 

* St. Ixxaii. IL 3 and 4,—Calisto, daughter of Lyoaon, who having been 
violated by Jupiter, was, by Juno, metamorphosed into a she-bear, and 
again by Jupiter into the constellation called the Bear, or Bootes’ Wain 
snd as this constellation only disappears towards morning, the post desig- 
nates the dawn by the retreat of Calisto, whom he decribes as turning her 
plough, instead of her wain, in order to depart : for this constellation taking 
its name from the position of some of its stars resembling that of oxen in 
harness, might perhaps as fairly be likened to one as to the other. This 
story of the Amazons {mere especially Guide's relation) may serve as a 
specimen of that tone of prosing and repetition with which Ariosto has been 
reproached. I cannot, however, at all agree with those who condemn Aim 
for the ‘Iungaggini’ which are usually objected to the Italian writers. I 
surpect him of moch cunning and design in many of, his apparent defects, 
especially in his prosing, and am much pleased to find that I am supported 
in this opinion by high authority, the late Mr. Fox. 

















NOTES TO CANTO XXL 


1 St. lix. 1. 1.—Ariosto has taken this incident from the Golden dss of 
Apuleius, whom he has copied in many of his details, 

2 Bt. Ix, Lxi.—“ Unless you take the soy,” is an idiom which shows the 
occasional nevessity for resorting to the time of Elizabeth in search of equi- 
valents for phrases relating to customs now disused. The phrase of to take 
the say (a taste of the mest as a proeation againat poison) is common in 
our writers. 

2 Bt. Ixiv.—In thie stanza, Ariosto has again followed closely in the foot 
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steps of Apuleius. There are, however, many circumstances of invention in 
this episode, such as the simile of the hawk and dog, &c., which, giving bis 
pecaliarity of touch to the picture, show how well he could assimilate and 
take his own, whatever foreign graces ho thought worthy of adoption. 
may here remark with what felicity and discrimination he always paints 
the character of woman ; the fidelity and fondness of Isabella, the coquetry 
of Angelica, the exalted character of Olympia, uncompromising in her love 
or hate, and the abandoned wickedness of Gabrina, a true though fearful 
picture of what woman is; when she utterly abandons the reins to her pas~ 
sions. This discrimination appears to me strikingly exemplified in the eha- 
acter of his two viragos. Bradamant and Marphisa, though equally brave, 
Tie 





and, by the vagrant and unfeminine life which they lend, equally si 
to the same coarse suspicions, always appear to us in very different lights. 
The mere circumstance of his having armed one with a golden spear, with 
which she tilta her enemies out of their saddles, and the other with a sabro 
to back and hew, makes all the difference. If'one could love an Amazon, 
it would be Bradamant; but one might as well think of falling in love with 
Moll of Flanders us with Marphiea. 
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© 1 St. ii, IL 7 and 8,—She was the only one of the fifty sisters, 
of Danaus, who spared her husband, when the others, at the i 
of the father, murdered theirs. 

2 8t. vii. Il, 1 and 2.—The fact of Ardennes being the name of a forest 
in France, and Arden in English, is to be explained by their Celtic deriva- 
tion, ar, great, and denne, a wood. Hence Denney-walk in the New 
Forest, &e. 

8 St. xxxvi. Il. 3 and 4.—It is hardly necessary to observe that allombroza, 
is a convent in the Apennines: since it has been made almost as familiar to 
English, as it is to Italian ears, by the poetry of Milton. 

“St. xlviii. IL 1, 2, 3, 4—This is in the true spirit of romance, and ro- 
mance was but an exaggerated picture of real life, as it existed during the 
middle ages. Mr. Ellis, in his preface to Way’s Fabliaux, observes: “The 
reader, who is accustomed to the ity of civilized life, cannot survey 
without astonishment the detail of confusion that prevailed in those times 
of feudal barbarism. ‘The universal fondness for the pleasures of the chase, 
and the general contempt for agriculture, had converted a considerable part 
of Europe into forests ; and the same solitude which gave an asylum to the 
beasts of the field, afforded security to large bands of robbers, who were 
generally sure of purchasing, by a participation of their plunder, the protec- 
tion and assistance of the little tyrants im their neighbourhood. At every 
bridge and on every road, enormous tolls were 3 and passengers were 
often plundered by the castellains through whose territories they passed.” 1 
will only add to this statement, that, reasoning from the spirit of the age, 

as exemplified in Jocular Tenures, it does not seem improbable that ridicu- 
Tous an degrading usages should have been enforeed upon travellers at 
bridges, &c.; and it is probable that the romancers had some eort of found- 
ation for this, as well as for their other incidents in i 
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NOTES TO CANTO XXIII. 


1 St, xxxiv. IL 1 and 2,—Such oaths are common in romance, and were 
not once without example in real history. Froissart epeake of eocing cer- 
tain English nobles with one eye blinded with a patch, which they had 
sworn not to uncover till they should have made a certain number of pri- 
soners in the French wars. 





to the other part of the adventure. 


3 St. kxxxiii, I. 5, 6, 7, 8.—Tioo hinds contending for the mead's boundary, 
may appear a moro natural image to an Englishman, unless conversant with 
a water-meadow-district, than their contending for the water’s right, but to 
an Italian must appear to the full as probable a cause of quarrel. And Mr. 
Forsyth (the acute author of Remarks upon Italy) would derive rivalry 
(rivatitas) from the river quarrels of the ancient inhabitants of Italy. 

« St. exxvi. Il 1 and2—It may be here remarked that the poet has 
given great effect to Ariosto’s pictare of Orlando's madness, by laying his 
scene in the spot which he has chosen, Upon the eame principle, he has 
sent Mandricardo and Doralice to consummate their loves in a rustic retire- 
ment; and while the solitude of the country gives more relief to pictures of 
passions or manners, in works of fiction, it would seem that it charmed us 
also by the mere repose which it affords, Don Quixote is'never so interest- 
ing ss at the Duke's, nor the Spectator as at, Sir Roger de Coverley's, 
Shakespeare, when he has almost worn out Falstaff, presents him to us as 
fresh a8 ever, eating a dish of caraways and pippins in Master Shallow's or- 
chard; and though hardly any thing remarkable is said or done by either of 
them, we delight in watching Gil Blas and Scipio at Zirias, and contem- 
plate ‘them with pleasure when taking their sista under its shades. 











NOTES TO CANTO XXIV. 


1 St. xii. 1. 6.—The sweet acorns, among which is that of the ilex, are a 
common asticle of food with the peasantry in some parts of southern Europe ; 
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and tho reader will recollect the letter of the duchess in Don Quixote to 
Sancho's wife, desiring ape It was this which led the poets to sup- 
pose them the’ exclusive food of man during the golden age. ‘They are nat, 
after all, 0 bad a substitute for something better, as might be conceived 
and the mountain peasantry of warm countries (to their praise he it spoken !) 
‘will accommodate themselves to worse provision. The inbabitants of the 
Tuscan Apennines make the fruit of the wild chesinut (I am not aure that it 
‘is the same as our horse chestnut) and ground pee into bread ; and the 
traveller, in season of scarcity, may find beech eaves boiling in their pots, 
as an exculent vogetable, 

St. xxx. ll. 1 and 2.—Aric to forgets that he is making Odorico do what 
he said Zerbino could not do (and what he would have done if he could), 
though precisely in the same situation, that is, bound upon a sorry hack. 
ney, the ordinary conveyance of malefactors. ‘This and some other similar 
Inadvertencies may seen so make aguinet the care and_preision for which 

ave given the poet . But it is in his pictures of passion and man- 
nert, aad in the general conduot of his story, that these are conspicuous, 
In mere facts, upon which nothing seems to depend, he is sometimes care- 
leas or forgetful. 

2 St. lix, 1. 2.—He means that he had established his claim to it, when 
he won the other arms of Hector in the castle of the Syrian fairy; as re- 
lated in the Innamorato, : 

* St. Ixrix. Il. 5, 6, 7, 8.—Having first destined Zerbino’s soul for 
mtlegrove sppropinta fo departed lovers, Aviosto makes im 

ite his descent into a. why, except for the purpose of justi inj 
Fe cretion dt love itis dado unlentaed if bohed beet 
a Moor, the doctrines of every Christian, in our poet's age, would, I be- 
Tieve, have assigned him such a hereafter ; but he was a Christian ‘prince, 
and is only known to us for his many virtues, and for being as amiable as 
Bein vrtdou, "As odd as the supposed sentence pused upon hin is bis 
supposed foppishness, which is traditional in Italy, where ZerBinotto is ae 
universally received an equivalent for a dandy as Gradasso for a bully. 
But nothing is to be found in justification of this scandal, that I am 
‘aware of, either in this work or elsewhere. 

5 Bt. Il. 7 and 8.—Mandricardo and Rodomont, in the spirit of 
gallantry, plighted their troth before Doralice, according’ to the forms ob- 
Served before a feudal superior. 
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